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Welcome to the Spring Thornbury Tatler ! 

It is beginning to feel a big like Groundhog Day at my computer as I once again report that it 
has been challenging to bring you the Tatler.  We still don’t have a lot to report on but we 
now have the added problem of no phones and no Internet other than by sitting in the car 
and using it as a 4G Wi-Fi hub (no I don’t understand it either, but it works).   

This edition includes a number of pleas for people to become more involved in the village 
and wider community. We bring you news of our Jubilee year plans, but they will only      
happen if people come forward to help.  Details are on Page 4 so please be prepared to 
make them happen by lending a hand in planning and organising the events. 

On page 5 you can see that we are also seeking support from people who would like to be 
involved in the running of our new village hall and the community charity.  If you are recent 
residents with skills that could contribute then please don’t be shy, you are very welcome. 

On page 9 you can see an example of work done for the church and an appeal for more help. 
You may not be a church goer, but churches are important historical buildings that deserve 
our care, so again if you have skills or just a bit of time, please step forward. 

It’s your village so please help to keep it a lovely place to live. 

Meg Galley-Taylor, Editor  Call 261804, or email to: tatler@thornburyhamlets.com 

New Production Team STILL needed for the Thornbury Tatler 

We have been asking for somebody to take over the Tatler for the last 6 months, but  
nobody has come forward, so we are now in the process of winding down towards our last 
edition.  However, it is not too late to come forward to resurrect the magazine when Paul 
and I stand down in September.  As we have said it doesn’t have to stay the same and could 
become a smaller and simpler news sheet which we can help to establish over the  
remaining 6 months.  It is the village’s magazine and should meet the needs of the  
residents, not those of the producers.  Although we are not taking any new advertising, we 
will maintain those we have, so that anyone taking it over will have a ready-made source of 
income to fund the production.  We currently have several regular contributors, so much of 
each issue writes itself.  

The main roles are: Editorial:  Advertising: Layout and publication: Distribution:                  
Paul and I currently do all of this apart from Distribution, without any help, but divided 
across 5 or so people, it is quite manageable and only happens 4 times a year. 

If you value the Tatler and want it to continue beyond September 2022, then please put 
your name forward or better still get together with a group of your friends to run it.  We 
took in on after only having lived in the village for 3 years, so newcomers are very welcome. 
Make your mark on the Thornbury Tatler and take it into its second decade. 

We also actively manage the associated village Facebook page and will continue to do this if 
nobody else comes forward to take on the role.  I think you will all agree that as a  
communication vehicle it has come into its own recently both regarding the return of stolen 
or lost dogs or getting messages out during the pandemic and the recent storms.  

Meg and Paul 
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     Events in and around Thornbury  
 

  Date    Event        

12th March Saturday Church, Bradford Hall (see below) 
14th March Evelyn’s Walking Group, start in Bridgerule (see page 22) 

19th March Gullies and gutters clean at 10am, Thornbury Church 

21st March Milton Damerel Garden Club A.G.M. and Seed Swap  
   (see page 17) 
    9th April Saturday Church, Bradford Hall (see below) 
  18th April Milton Damerel Garden Club  talk—Penny’s Primulas  

    3rd June   Jubilee Bonfire and BBQ  (see page 4) 
    5th June Jubilee BIG Late Lunch, 3pm, Thornbury Holiday Park 

   16th July   Fun Day and Dog Show, Woodacott, details TBA 

  

The bar at Thornbury Holiday Park will re-open on 8th April, on Friday and 
Saturday evenings. Watch the Facebook group for details of food events. 

  Saturday Church 
It has been great getting back to Bradford Village Hall to join Saturday Church in 
person and see everyone again.  Last month we made Christingles, as well as  
enjoying singing and some lovely refreshments.  In March, we will be celebrating 
Mothering Sunday on Saturday 12th March at 10am at Bradford Hall. If you 
haven’t been before, do come along , all ages very welcome to join in. We really 
are a friendly bunch with a common interest, lots of friendly chatter, always lovely 
refreshments. We usually celebrate Holy Communion after Saturday Church, at 
approx.11.15am.  You are welcome to come along to just Saturday Church or just 
Communion or both, whichever you would like. 

In April we will meet on Saturday 9th April with an Easter theme. Watch out for 
updates on the Thornbury Tatler Facebook page.  
 
Many thanks, Liz,  01409 261312 
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  Platinum Jubilee Celebrations in Thornbury 

Thornbury will mark the long holiday weekend with two events, 
both of which need your help to make them happen: 
 

Jubilee Bonfire & BBQ 
 

We are planning to hold a Bonfire and BBQ evening on  
Thursday 2nd June, when beacons will be lit around the nation.  

A subsidised BBQ and a free ‘loyal toast’ will be included.  
Location and timing to be advised.  

Save the date now, and watch out for details of the event  
on Facebook or in the June edition of this magazine. 

Contact Keith on 261373 or 07788 140497 
 if you would like to help. 

 
Jubilee BIG Late Lunch 

 
Thornbury’s BIG Late Lunch returns this year, to coincide with 

the Jubilee, on Sunday 5th June at 3pm at Thornbury Holiday 
Park, in our marquee. This will be a “bring and share” meal, with 

a cash bar and a raffle for a hamper and other prizes. 

Contact Lisa on 261750 or 07930 378757 
if you would like to help plan 
the event or can lend a hand 

on the day. 

Details will be on Facebook  
and in the June “Tatler” 
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A New Community Hall for Thornbury  
 
Thornbury Parish Council continues to make progress on our plans for the sites of 
both the old and new halls. Here is a quick update of recent events: 
 

Old hall site near Thornbury Church 

The legal work to take us to the point where the site can be sold for development, 
and funds made available for the new hall building project, continues. Progress 
has been slow due to the backlog of solicitors’ work post-Covid. 

 
New hall site at Windy Cross 

We are now working with our architects to develop the outline design of the hall 
and car park, based on input received to date and experience of other local halls. 
We aim to hold one or more public meetings, to allow residents to look at the 
outline plans, and to start engaging with those who are interested in actively  
supporting the project.  Watch the noticeboards and Facebook for details. 

 
Thornbury Hamlets Community Charity 

We would very much like to hear from anyone who would be interested in taking 
on a role to assist with the fundraising activities for the new hall.  This will be a 
mix of grant applications and looking at effective ways to raise money through 
events, sponsorship etc. Enthusiasm is more important than experience!! 
 

As we said last time, there is still much work to do, and the involvement of the 
whole community will be essential to make it happen.  Your help is always  
welcome, so do get in touch via the Tatler if you’d like to be more involved in 
this exciting project. 
 

 Thornbury Parish Council / Thornbury Hamlets Community Charity  
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Churchwarden’s Blog for St. Peter’s Thornbury 

Dear All, 

I do hope that the recent storms have not caused too much damage and that  
electricity and internet supplies are not interrupted for too long. We do all take 
these much more for granted these days.  

As mentioned in the last edition, we are holding our next get together at the 
church.  Sat 19th March from 10am, (See Page 9) we are planning on clearing  
Gullies and Gutters. There will also be some gardening such as pruning and  
weeding. If you could bring a small collection of tools and gloves this would be very 
helpful. We will be providing Tea and Coffee and maybe a slice of cake too!! We 
very much hope that this will be more than just chores and that it will be an event 
where we can socialize and enjoy each others company. You never know you may 
have fun!!    

Thank you to anyone who has signed up for the Parish Giving Scheme. This is a very 
valuable income for us as it allows us to plan ahead better and manage our bills 
throughout the year. Here is a reminder of the link for anyone who wishes to join. 
www.parishgiving.org.uk  : search for Thornbury, select Thornbury St Peters, and 
follow the online instructions. 

We do have another option you can use which is called Easy Fundraising.  Go to:  
www.easyfundraising.org.uk. This is simply a website you visit before making any 
online purchase. Many companies and organisations will make a small donation to 
your chosen charity. Simply go the website, search for Thornbury Church, select the 
company you are making the purchase from and continue with your purchase as 
normal.  

I would like to take the opportunity to thank all of the people who have given their 
time, without your support our Church would not continue to look as fabulous and 
well cared for as it does. It is an integral part of the village and very dear to many of 
us. THANK YOU 

 

With my Best Wishes,  Kirsten 

kirstenchandler@hotmail.co.uk 

01409 253150  /  07855 555252 
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Bradford Primary School & Bouncing Babies 

It has been very busy at Bradford School with a lot of exciting learning and  
enrichment for the children. Also, the children and teachers have been working 
with an external provider, ‘The Voices Foundation’, to implement an exciting new 
singing curriculum for Music.  

We have been talking about Children’s mental health week this week, with a focus 
on ‘Growing Together’ which is about growing emotionally and finding ways to help 
each other grow. However, emotional growth is often a gradual process that  
happens over time, and sometimes we might feel a bit ‘stuck’.  

We are delighted to advise that Mrs. Jo Luxford has been appointed as an Associate 
Principal for both Bradford and Black Torrington Primary Schools. She is joining 
after half term and we are looking forward to her getting involved in School.  
 
A further appointment has been made with Mr. Chris Luxford to get the pre-school 
up and running. Anyone interested in finding out more about what Bradford School 
can offer for children over 2 years of age please do get in touch with the school. 
There is full government funding available. 

              Bradford Primary School,  01409 281432, admin@bradfordprimary.org.uk 
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Neighbourhood Watch Report 

In Keith’s article about the return of his sheepdog 
Fern on page 18, he speaks of his experiences and 
of the benefits of sharing information.  In his case 
shared information proved vital in the return of his 
precious dog.  As he said to me, having your dog 
stolen is not like losing property, it’s personal. 

When our recent spate of thefts started, I know that 
many people were reluctant to involve the  
Police on the grounds that ‘they won’t do anything, 
so what’s the point’.  Well, the point is, if we don’t involve them, then they can’t 
build up the bigger picture and take action.  It may seem that they are not taking 
your shed break-in seriously, but your break-in, combined with half a dozen others, 
starts to become a pattern and if people start to note the number plates and      
descriptions of people behaving in a suspicious way rather than just thinking about 
it after the event, then another pattern starts to emerge.  The Police often have 
suspects in their sights but just don’t have the evidence to catch them.  Your bit of 
paper with a car number on it, might just be the break they need.  I am aware that 
phoning 101 can rapidly lead you to lose the will to live as you hang on the end of 
the phone, but emailing 101@dc.police.uk works really quickly, or easier still you 
can go on the website : 
 

https://services.devon-cornwall.police.uk/crimereporting/  
 

and fill in a form.  If you don’t want to involve the Police then you can call Crime 
Stoppers, who guarantee anonymity, on 0800 555 111 or online at : 
 

https://crimestoppers-uk.org/give-information/forms/pre-form 
 

If anyone who is not a member of Neighbourhood Watch would like to sign up, 
please get in touch with me.  There are distinct benefits to being a member as it 
helps to make the area that you live a stronger and safer place to be.  It also         
encourages you to connect with your neighbours and others within your             
community who also share your desire to help others.  

Finally, I’d like to welcome PC Frank Morgan as our new Neighbourhood Beat  
Manager. 

Meg Galley-Taylor  

Thornbury Hamlets NHW Co-ordinator. 
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 Church Maintenance: keeping St. Peter’s in good shape! 

In 2022, we will continue our plan of asking the residents of Thornbury parish to 
join us for organised ‘work days’ at the Church, to help spread the load around the  
community, and to help bring people together as we come out of the pandemic. 
 
Our next date is Saturday 19th March from 10am: this time we are planning on 
clearing Gullies and Gutters. There will also be some gardening activities such as 
pruning and weeding too, so if you could bring a small collection of tools and 
gloves this would be very helpful. We will provide Tea and Coffee and maybe a slice 
of cake too!! We very much hope that this will be more than just chores and allow 
us socialise and enjoy each other’s company. You never know you may have fun!!    

In the same spirit, a special thank you is due to Peter Pinno, who has made repairs 
to the front wall of the churchyard by the gate, which is now looking very smart! 

Brian and Cathy Short and Roger Sanders are also long time volunteers with 
churchyard maintenance, in addition to all those who help clean the church.   

New faces are always welcome to join us, 
and it’s a great way to make sure that the 
Church continues to be a “jewel in the 
crown” of Thornbury. Get in touch if 
you’d like to know more. 
 

Kirsten 

kirstenchandler@hotmail.co.uk 

01409 253150/07855 555252 
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Tamar, Tavy and Torridge 

This tale goes back to the long forgotten times when giants and other fantastic 
creatures lived on Dartmoor. Amongst them was a water nymph called Tamara 
who dwelt with her parents in a subterranean home on the border of the 
moors. She was beautiful, kind, very headstrong and detested living in the 
dark, damp, cold caverns that her parents called home. Tamara loved to be out 
in the sunshine and would often roam the rocky tors and verdant valleys of the 
moor. This concerned her parents but no matter what they said they could not 
persuade her of the many dangers that lurked in the land of giants. Whenever 
she got the chance she would sneak up through the underground passages and 
skip and dance unseen amongst the heathers and streams. However, on one 
hot balmy day whilst she was picking flowers, two giants happened to spot her. 
They were called Tavy and Torridge.  As soon as the two giants saw her beauty 
they immediately fell in love with Tamara. 

For many years Tavy and Torridge had been best friends but now they were 
becoming rivals for the love of Tamara. Every day the giants would try to make 
excuses in order to get a chance to meet the young nymph alone. Tavy would 
say he had urgent business and needed to go south. Torridge would say he had 
lost some sheep to the north and had to go in search of them. Accordingly as 
soon as the sun rose they would each go their differing ways in search of 
Tamara. She was no fool and soon became aware that the two giants were 
looking for her and would mischievously lead them on a game of ‘hide and 
seek’. At the very moment either Tavy or Torridge thought they had cornered 
her she would simply vanish only to re-appear near the other giant. This game 
went on for months but still the two suitors stolidly pursued Tamara from one 
end of the moor to the other. 
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One day the little nymph was sat on the edge of a mire watching some  
sundews catching flies. She was so engrossed with the little plants that she 
never noticed Tavy creeping up behind her and Torridge sneaking towards her. 
By the time she spotted them there was no escape apart from going through 
the impenetrable bog which clearly she was not going to do. Both the giants 
assured Tamara that they meant her no harm and then proceeded to declare 
their undying love. Tavy was saying how he could give her everything she ever 
wished for and Torridge was pleading that he could make her the queen of 
Devon. For hours they pleaded, begged, implored, cajoled and sweet talked 
the girl into choosing one of them. But Tamara couldn’t decide for both had 
equally tempting proposals.  

Whilst all this was going on her father had become concerned that she was 
late returning home and went in search of her. The booming voices of the  
giants soon led him to where he saw his daughter being brow beaten by Tavy 
and Torridge. This angered him greatly and so he cast a spell that sent the  
giants into a deep sleep. As soon as their ear shattering snores were rasping 
out across moor he went down to the bog to rescue his daughter. Tamara was 
furious, how dare he interfere with her life and sneak about eavesdropping on 
her conversations. She ranted and raved, stamped and stomped until finally 
Tamara came to the conclusion that there was no way she was going back to 
live in a dark, damp smelly old cave.  

The little nymph said how, from now on, 
she was going to live up on the ‘above 
world’ where she could be happy and free. 
This was the last straw and so in a fit of 
anger her father cast a spell that turned 
Tamara into a stream. “Now you can 
spend all your days flowing across the 
‘above world’,” he yelled. In an instance 
the little nymph vanished and from where 
she stood sprang a cool, clear stream. The 
stream gurgled and giggled south across 
the Devon hillsides and down through the 
deep valleys until it eventually flowed out 
into Plymouth Sound. This mighty river 
became known as the Tamar and soon 
marked the dividing line between the  
peoples of Devon and Cornwall.  
        The Tamar catchment area 
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Thornbury Parish Council 
 

Minutes of meeting held on 10th February 2022 at 7.30pm, at THP    

 
Those present:  Keith Hutchings (KH), Gaye Tabor (GT), Liz Priest (LP),  
        Paul Taylor (PT), Lisa Serra (LS), Trevor Jollow (TJ). 

21/055. Apologies for absence: Chris Ward, Coun. Ken James (TDC)  

21/056. Public discussion period - none  

21/057. Minutes of the two previous meetings were approved and signed by  
  the Chair. 

21/058. Disclosure of Interests – none. 

21/059. Clerk’s Report: 
 
  Clerk’s expenses of £192.80 were approved. 
  Schedule of payments and receipts was approved and signed by the  
  Chair. Confirmed renewal of general and PL insurance policies for TPC. 
  Council expressed thanks to TDC for a grant of £1000 towards hall  
  project costs and to DCC for a  grant of £300 towards events in  
  Thornbury. 
  Correspondence received: a note of thanks was received from John  
  Francis for the Graham Fund Christmas gift. 
  War memorial report:  TJ has inspected and provided a quote for  
  repairs and refurbishment of £244. Council accepted and instructed TJ 
  to proceed in due course. Clerk to investigate possible grant funding.  
  TJ also offered to take responsibility for the ongoing maintenance of  
  the memorial, for which Council thanked him.   

21/060. Planning:  
    
  1/1151/2020/OUT, Land at Oaklands Park, 1-2 dwellings, appeal refused  
   1/0726/2021/FUL, Barn to holiday let, Bagbeare, approved 
  1/1127/2021/FUL, Barn between Oakleigh and Branches, approved 
  1/1247/2021/FUL, Windy Cross - Dwelling in lieu of Class Q, approved 
  1/1227/2021/FUL, extension at Bagbeare, approved  
  1/0138/2022/FUL, Change of use from redundant stable block to dwelling, 
               Old Park Cottage, no objection. 

21/061. Thornbury Tatler Report:  
 
  As no one has come forward to take over the Tatler magazine, the last 
  edition will be in September 2022. Funds are in hand for this, and any 
  remaining balance will be transferred to the PC.  The Facebook group  
  will continue as the main ‘noticeboard’ for the community. The website 
  will be redesigned to reflect a future focus on only Parish Council  
  business; Clerk to investigate and report back with costs. 
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 21/062. Queen’s Platinum Jubilee – June 2022:    
 
   At this time, a ‘Big Late Lunch’ is planned for Sunday 5th June at 
   3pm at the Holiday Park.  Lisa will coordinate volunteers to plan 
   the event. Proceeds from any raffle will go towards the new Hall 
   Charity. 
   Keith is investigating venues for a bonfire and BBQ, to be held on 
   Thursday 2nd June, for which Council voted to provide funds for 
   food and a ‘loyal toast’, up to £250. A resident has also pledged 
   £100 for this purpose. 
   Council agreed to plant a commemorative tree as part of the  
   “Queen’s Green Canopy” project. A plaque will be sourced  
   locally. 
   Clerk to investigate the cost of giving souvenir Thornbury- 
   branded mugs to all residents or just to children, and report  
   back. 

21/063.  Reports from County or District Councillors – none. 

21/064.  PC Frank Morgan (new Neighbourhood Beat Manager) was  
   unable to attend and will be invited to a future meeting. 

21/065.  Dates of next meetings:    
 
   12th May at 8pm, 18th August at 8.00pm and 10th November  
   at 7.30pm. To be held at St. Peter’s Church, unless otherwise  
   advised on the agenda. 

In Memoriam: William Comerford 

The residents of South Wonford were saddened to hear of the death of  

Bill Comerford on Saturday 5th February 2022. Bill and Anne moved into Higher 

Way, South Wonford, in 2013 from Wembworthy near Winkleigh, and our sincere  

condolences go to Anne and family. 

All the latest information on events around 
the village, lost and stray animals, power and 
comms issues and much more can be found 
on the Thornbury Tatler Facebook group 
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Helicopter Tales  - A Good Wind-up 

It is easy to forget the times from the 
late 1960s to 1998 and “the troubles” 
in Northern Ireland.  Today, it is      
unthinkable that the then Anglican 
Archbishop of Armagh and  Primate of 
All Ireland could not, safely, travel 
around his own country.  But this was 
the case, and this is why I spent half a 
day in 1988 flying him from place to 
place in South Armagh.   
 
His purpose included visits to his  
Anglican parishes and an outpost 
manned by a company of the Royal 
Irish Rangers – their first deployment 
in Northern Ireland.   On leaving the 
outpost, at Newtonhamilton, he     
remarked to me that he was         
astonished by the number of Roman     
Catholic soldiers he had met – several 
of whom were from the Republic of 
Ireland.  He was amazed that there 
were so many!  I was not similarly amazed: I knew that the Commanding Officer 
had mustered every Roman Catholic soldier in the battalion and put them into the 
same company – just to bemuse the Archbishop.  This was a good example of Army 
humour, and a clever “wind-up”.  
 
Similarly, on another occasion, I had thought that I was having a trick played on me 
in an incident at Banjul airport in The Gambia.  The Gambia is a popular destination 
for those seeking a holiday in the sun; the majority of visitors coming from the UK 
and Scandinavia.  (We were there to support infantry training and engineers  
building roads.)  The flight from London (or Stockholm) takes around seven hours 
and so on arrival at Banjul International most tourists are pretty tired.  The last 
thing on their minds would be the efficiency of Air Traffic Control services.  We take 
it for granted that all of the necessary measures are in place to allow us a safe 
flight.  It is well, perhaps, that we are ignorant of the fact that, in some  
circumstances, these measures may not be in place!  

I drove to the airport one evening in order to meet the flight from Heathrow.   
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On board were spare parts for our    
aircraft and for the engineers’ heavy 
plant equipment.  The paymaster of 
the unit was with me to deal with the 
plant spares.  As we drove into the air-
port it was noticeably dark –  
except for the dimly lit arrivals-and-
departure hall.  The only sign of life 
was a young lady manning the  
information desk.  I asked if the  
incoming flight was on time, but she 
did not know.  Odd really – given that it 
was the only flight that evening.  She suggested that Air Traffic Control (ATC) might 
have some information.  The paymaster and I walked over to the tower which was 
unlit – just like the rest of the buildings.  At the door I tripped over something soft 
and which grunted as I then stepped over it.  As we started up the steps of the  
tower there came the sound of an aircraft high overhead.  All was quiet in the  
tower and there was not a soul to be seen.  The aircraft noise was now much  
louder.  Years before, my companion had begun training as an Army pilot but had 
not made the grade.  He did, however, have a degree of knowledge as to the  
functions of an ATC tower.  He attempted to get the radio going while I attended to 
the airport lighting system.  By this time the landing lights of the aircraft were  
visible in the far distance -  therefore the runway lights were a priority.  I frantically 
threw every switch I could find and eventually lights began to come up including, 
thankfully, the runway lights.  In the meantime, the paymaster continued trying to 
get the radios working.  As he did so the door opened and a figure shuffled in and 
sat behind the control desk.  Flicking a switch he called the aircraft and gave it  
permission to land. It did so in what must have been only a minute or so later. 

The tired passengers disembarked.  They were mostly families from the UK ready 
for the beach and sunshine.  (Had it been the Stockholm flight there would have 
been a considerable number of older, single ladies on board who were there for 
something other than the beach and the sun!)  They were, of course, oblivious as to 
what had been going on – after all, this was an international airport.   

I met the pilots and, without saying what had happened, asked if there were  
instances of late radio contact and a lack of runway approach lights.  Yes, was the 
answer, “But we normally overshoot and go around again by which time everything 
seems to work!”    Enjoy your next holiday abroad. 

Roger Lawes   
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Thornbury Road Report 

Devon CC Highways gangs have been active on our roads over the Winter; 

several stretches have had extensive surface repairs, and work is ongoing. 

Please continue to report any potholes near you—the pictures below of a 

pothole in Thornbury that I reported were taken only two weeks apart, so 

it really does work! 

    BEFORE      AFTER 

So if you have a growing pothole near you (potholes for fixing by Highways 

must be greater than 40mm deep and 300mm wide) , PLEASE help us by  

reporting it yourself. It only takes two minutes, and it DOES work!   

 

You can pinpoint the pothole location on their website:   

 

www.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/report-a-problem   

or call them on  0345 155 1004  

 

Paul Taylor, Road Warden 
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MILTON DAMEREL & DISTRICT GARDENING GROUP 

     NEEDS YOU… 

To join us and enjoy our talks and garden visits, to serve on the committee and to help  
organise the Annual Garden & Produce Show. We have to face facts...even before all the 
issues with Covid over the last couple of years our numbers have been dwindling. It has 
been a struggle to get the minimum number of 10 for a group garden visit and an audience 
of only small handful of people is a bit embarrassing for us and our speakers. We did get a 
good turnout for Rupert Kirkwood's talk "The Coastline of Britain from a Kayak" thanks to 
the non-members, who had known Rupert from his life as a local vet, who boosted our 
ranks considerably. His talk was inspiring and the photos were magical.  
So, folks, I'm telling it like it is here. We are struggling to stay alive. I'm sure those members 
who do come along will agree that it would be a shame for the group to close. We know the 
annual show is always well supported so there are gardeners out there but it seems that the 
group, as it is, does not grab their attention or inspire them. We are open to change if that's 
what is needed to thrive. We just need to know what people would like. 

All meetings are normally on the 3rd Monday of each month at 7.30pm in Milton Damerel 
Parish Hall or stated venue.  Membership is £5 and £2 per meeting, visitors welcome at 
£3.  Tea and coffee and biscuits are provided. 

Our Spring programme is: 

Monday 21st March 2022 – A.G.M. and Seed Swap 

Don’t need a whole packet of peas or sunflowers?  Got a better germination rate than you 
need?  Bring your surplus seeds or seedlings (labelled please) and swap them for something 
else. 

A.G.M. - A decision will be taken at this meeting as to whether the group should continue or 
close. This is your chance to have a say in how the club is run, stand for committee and  
review our finances.  The current committee members have completed their 2-year run and 
so the positions of Chairman, Treasurer and Secretary will all need to be filled.  We also 
need someone to take on organising the Flower & Veg show.  

Monday 18th April 2022 – Penny’s Primulas  

Talk by Penny Jones of Staddon Farm Nurseries.  Penny and Melvyn started the nursery in 
1996, with a particular interest in alpine and Asiatic primulas.  They now exhibit their  
Primula sieboldii collection at the RHS shows – Cardiff, Malvern Spring Festival and Chelsea 
as well as on our doorstep at Rosemoor.  Penny will bring plants for sale. 

Please email MDADGG@btinternet if you want to attend any of these events, to join the 
group, or are willing to join the committee. You can also text or call me on 07853 319250. 
 
Thanks for reading this and I hope to see you at our meetings. 
Diana Illingworth-Cook, Chairman, MDADGG 
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     Reunited 

I must admit that just 6 months ago when I wrote my article for the Autumn Tatler about how working 
sheepdogs are Key Workers, I wasn’t expecting to be writing about the safe return of my border collie 
Fern!  As you can see from the photo she is very happy to be home on the Farm. I, of course, would 
like to thank everybody for your kind messages at the time of her theft and for your delight when she 
was safely returned home.  

A huge thank you also has to go to P.C Mandy Brown (left, and on our cover) at Holsworthy Police 
station, now retired, and to many other officers at Devon and Cornwall Police, Somerset Police and of 
course to the Warwickshire Rural Crime Unit (below left) who found her in Southam, enabling her 
return a few days later.  

The first thing she did on being let out of the dog courier van was of course to run around sniffing her 
home turf, have a wee then run to the quad bike and jump into her box on the back of the quad. You 
could see that she thought ‘I’m home - where are those pesky sheep to chase!
hugs and treats including from some of the officers who worked hard trying to locate her.

 

I must admit that, like many others living here, I thought that this type of crime was a thing of the past, with criminals mo
removing money from a safe distance, often from abroad. My security around the farm was pretty poor, making it easy for these
disturbed intruders in her barn and I’d had my chainsaw nicked that I even began to think about improving security around the farm and start using CCTV.  However, 
this is great at telling you when people have been looking around your property at night, you would be lucky to identify who 
told that I’m lucky to get Fern back, but in truth, it’s not luck but good intelligence which saved the day. This is where 
community, share information with each other and then pass it on to the local Police then there is a good chance that the Pol
that we report even small incidents as without this information the Police will not be able to build a picture of what is hap
information which is the final piece of the jigsaw that they need to be sure of who is behind a local crime wave. 

 
See Meg’s Neighbourhood Watch report for details of how to report a 
crime, or suspicious behaviour. As one officer said to me 
they will make a mistake; these people always do
technology is indeed brilliant at finding someone and tracking their 
movements, in many ways these thefts that we, and the surrounding rural 
areas, have suffered have been stopped by the local community providing 
the Police with the necessary information and for that we should be proud 
of ourselves and I thank all of you who gave those vital bits of information 
to the Police. 

Now let’s look forward to Spring and Summer and celebrating community 
life and the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee together and appreciate all that is 
great about living in Thornbury.             Keith Hutchings
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I must admit that just 6 months ago when I wrote my article for the Autumn Tatler about how working 
t expecting to be writing about the safe return of my border collie 

Fern!  As you can see from the photo she is very happy to be home on the Farm. I, of course, would 
like to thank everybody for your kind messages at the time of her theft and for your delight when she 

A huge thank you also has to go to P.C Mandy Brown (left, and on our cover) at Holsworthy Police  
station, now retired, and to many other officers at Devon and Cornwall Police, Somerset Police and of 
course to the Warwickshire Rural Crime Unit (below left) who found her in Southam, enabling her  

The first thing she did on being let out of the dog courier van was of course to run around sniffing her 
home turf, have a wee then run to the quad bike and jump into her box on the back of the quad. You 

where are those pesky sheep to chase!’ She’s also had lots of 
hugs and treats including from some of the officers who worked hard trying to locate her. 

I must admit that, like many others living here, I thought that this type of crime was a thing of the past, with criminals moving online to gain access to your bank details and  
removing money from a safe distance, often from abroad. My security around the farm was pretty poor, making it easy for these criminals to operate. It was only after Lili        

d had my chainsaw nicked that I even began to think about improving security around the farm and start using CCTV.  However, although 
this is great at telling you when people have been looking around your property at night, you would be lucky to identify who it is unless they look directly at the camera. I’ve been 

s not luck but good intelligence which saved the day. This is where Neighbourhood Watch really comes in. If we, as a           
community, share information with each other and then pass it on to the local Police then there is a good chance that the Police can build a case against these criminals. It’s vital 
that we report even small incidents as without this information the Police will not be able to build a picture of what is happening in their area and sometimes it is a small piece of 
information which is the final piece of the jigsaw that they need to be sure of who is behind a local crime wave.  

s Neighbourhood Watch report for details of how to report a 
crime, or suspicious behaviour. As one officer said to me “sooner or later 
they will make a mistake; these people always do”.  Whilst modern  
technology is indeed brilliant at finding someone and tracking their  
movements, in many ways these thefts that we, and the surrounding rural 
areas, have suffered have been stopped by the local community providing 
the Police with the necessary information and for that we should be proud 
of ourselves and I thank all of you who gave those vital bits of information 

s look forward to Spring and Summer and celebrating community 
s Platinum Jubilee together and appreciate all that is 

great about living in Thornbury.             Keith Hutchings 
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 RHS Rosemoor 

The splendour of spring arrives and the garden awakes! 

Spring is one of my favourite times of year. After a lot of tidying up 
over winter the garden is ready for all the plants to burst into life 
again and start the spring spectacle with colourful flowers and lush 
foliage, with a sense of freshness and hopefully a change in the 
weather!  The first sign of spring to me is the vibrant and often 
colour clashing flower-power provided by some of our garden  
favourites: camellias, rhododendrons and magnolias. These plants 
come from many countries, including China, the Himalayas and 
Japan. They have been a staple of British horticulture since        
intrepid plant hunters, scouring the world in search of interesting 
plants to grace our gardens, first introduced them. 

Here at RHS Rosemoor we grow a huge variety of these gems, many we plant under a light 
tree canopy to protect them from the often sharp spring frosts which can damage their 
flowers. Once these trees are in leaf, they protect and shade them during the hotter  
summer months. With so many of these gems to choose from these are some I would not 
do without! 

Camellia x williamsii ‘Saint Ewe’ (above) has a vibrant single pink flower. 
It arose from breeding work at Caerhays Castle in Cornwall in the 1920s 
and was named after the nearby village of St Ewe. This is a reliable  
flowerer often starting in November and continuing until April.  
Rhododendron ‘Hino-crimson’, with lush green foliage which adds to the 
garden throughout the year and bright crimson flowers in Spring. The 
evergreen Japanese azeleas (below) are vibrant in colour from pure 
whites, shocking oranges and vibrant reds and when all planted in bold 
groups they provide a spectacle of pure flower-power with all the leaves 
hiding below.  

Magnolia campbellii (above) is a very 
special plant which is not for a small 
garden; this graceful flowering tree 
from the Himalayas produces  
stunning pink to white flowers the 
size of dinner plates, it is one of the 
first magnolias to flower and if not 
planted in a nice sheltered spot can 
get caught by a frosty night. 

Jonathan Webster  
Curator RHS Rosemoor 
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Holsworthy Walk and Talk 

January often brings the resolution to get out and about to improve fitness.  Our new       
programme of walks has something to offer whether you are needing to go slowly, looking 
for something not too arduous or ready to give yourself a bit of a challenge.   
 
The Level 1 Walk in the Park moves off at 10.30 am on Monday mornings and is a gentle 
walk with friendly chat and coffee at The Pavilion.   
The Friday Level 2 and Level 3 walks at this time of year are mainly forestry walks on hard 
tracks so no need to worry about muddy patches and Wellington boots.  All walks start at 
10.30 am and are FREE. 

Walking at any level has many health benefits both for existing conditions such as heart  
disease, cancer and high blood pressure or can even prevent some conditions. The            
psychological benefits too cannot be overlooked with good company, lovely scenery and a 
chance to get the ‘feel good’ endorphins coursing through the body. 

Our new website has lots of up to date information,  
details below.  It can even be accessed by a QR code.   
Very hi-tech! 

https://holsworthywalkandtalk.co.uk 

Contact: holsworthywalkandtalk@gmail.com 
 

Gillian Aston 01409 254642 or Mike Jackson 01409 261196 or 
Paul Davies 01409 253250 
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Evelyn's Walk Report 

By hook or by crook, everyone managed to find their way to Dunsdon Nature Reserve on 
Monday 14th February. If you don't already know, it's situated in the Parish of Pancrasweek 
and has quite a big car park. Rather than venture through the actual Nature Reserve which 
has a reputation for being wet, we walked back to the entrance of the car park and turned 
right along the lane. This took us past the beautifully renovated Chapel at Lana and we could 
admire the Church of St. Pancras in the distance. If you ever get lost along the lanes, the 
Church makes a good landmark back towards the A3072 at Weekstone Cross.  
By constantly bearing right, we achieved a very pleasant circular walk. We could have stayed 
on the lanes but we ventured along the footpath on our right which effectively  
follows the route of the Bude Aqueduct bringing us out at Puckland. At one point, we could 
have turned right and returned to our cars by going through the Nature Reserve. For the 
same reason as I mentioned earlier, we didn't take that option but I would like to go back 
there in drier weather. The lane took us past Broomhill on our right and by turning right at 
Dunsdon Cross, we completed our right hand loop and returned to the entrance to the car 
park. It took us less than two hours with various stops to discuss the way markers. I hadn't 
considered that there were so many ways of pronouncing some of the local names  
including Pancrasweek, Lana & the best was Lishaperhill. I felt pretty safe with Puckland and 
Broomhill! Just to confuse the matter, one of the way markers referred to Kilkhampton & 
Statton (sic)! To brighten up our walk, we spotted an early Primrose and we identified  
stalactites on one of the bridges over the Bude Aqueduct. It really wasn't too muddy  
underfoot so I'm guessing that not many people know about this lovely walk.  
Oops, the secret is out now. 

 The next walk will be on Monday 14th March. We will set off at 10am from the Village 

Hall car park in Bridgerule. Anyone is welcome to join me. If you would like more infor-
mation, you can contact me. 

          Evelyn Sharman Tel: 01409 259848 Email: evelyn.sharman@btinternet.com         
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Our ice cream is made on the farm using 
milk from the Dunstaple Farm Herd and 

natural, local ingredients. We also make a 
vegan friendly ice cream.  

Check our website for the range of  
flavours - www.dunstaple.co.uk 

01409 261106 
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Join us at 

“Thornbury 

Tatler” on  

Call me for details of our meetings 

in the coming months! 
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Don’t forget to 
mention that you 

saw them in  
“The Tatler”  

when you contact  
advertisers: their 
support keep us 

free! 
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 EVELYN   
SHARMAN  

 

 

Professional Driving Tuition 
(DVSA ADI)  

 

Tel: 01409 259 848 (Holsworthy)  

Mobile: 07885 352 082  

evelyn.sharman@btinternet.com 
4 Star GOLD Farmhouse Bed & Breakfast 

Complying to all government guidelines. 

Check our website for more details.   



Thornbury Tatler       March 2022 

 



Thornbury Tatler       March 2022 

 

trevorjollow@gmail.com 

www.jwjollow.co.uk 
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  Emergency Plan Contact Numbers: 
    
   Chris Ward  S. Wonford - centre    261459  07867 540618 
   Tim Priest  S. Wonford - outlying areas   261673 
   Keith Hutchings Thornbury & outlying areas  261373  07788 140497 
   George Worth Lashbrook & Lopthorne                   281336  07966 486575 
   Trevor Jollow  Woodacott - centre    261291  07773 881110 
   Tony Gifford  Brendon & Forda    261374 
   Stephen Sanders Lower Woodacott     261626   07971  695091 
   Paul Taylor               Plan Coordinator                                261804   07584 720802 
   Steve Bond     Snow Warden   261123   07970 731044 
   Paul Taylor   Road Warden    261804   07584 720802 
 

   General Emergency Numbers: 
 

Police, Fire & Ambulance   Emergencies   999 
Police       Non-urgent     101  
      or email 101@dc.police.uk 
Holsworthy Medical Centre   253692 
Devon Doctors (out of hours)   111 
Stratton Hospital—enquiries  01288 320100 
A&E— Bideford/Barnstaple   01271 322577 
South West Water (leaks)   0800 2300561 
Gas Emergencies      0800 111999 
 Electricity Emergencies    105 (cable down etc.) 
Power cuts (Western Power)  0800 3163105 
N.H.S. Direct     111 
Torridge District Council    01237 428700 
D.C.C. Highways     0345 1551004 
Environment -S.W. Agency   08708 506506 
Samaritans     116 123 
Victim Support     0808 1689111 
 
 Your Holsworthy Rural Police team are: 
  Sgt Sarah Jepp, PC Frank Morgan  

       PCSO Mark James  
  Email: torridge@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk  

 
Thornbury Parish Councillors: 
Chair: Keith Hutchings     Vice Chair: Liz Priest 
Trevor Jollow, Gaye Tabor, Chris Ward, Paul Taylor, Lisa Serra 
Parish Clerk:  Paul Taylor 01409 261804 

 

     Get more local information online at www.thornburyhamlets.com 

 Produced by ‘Parish Magazine Printing’ - 01288 341617 


