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Welcome to the Winter Thornbury Tatler !
We have again worked hard to bring you the Tatler at a time when there is still not a lot to
report on, so it gives us great pleasure to bring you the pictures of the cider and pasty walk,
which if you missed it, was a great village event.
We were heartened recently to have had a degree of success in the National Parish
Magazine Awards. Whilst we didn’t win, we did come 18th out of 330 entries in the A5
category and the magazines that won were from much bigger places such a Falmouth and
Virginia Water/Sunningdale or from far larger and wealthier places such as Suffolk and
Wiltshire villages.
We have repeated our call for a new team to take over the Tatler as it is clear that parish
magazines in other parts of the country are thriving and serving their communities.
In this edition you can read the latest news on the village hall, as well as finding out about
the fascinating world of the Forensic Ecologist. We have articles about the ‘Lumberjills’ of
Thornbury during WWII, as well as pictures from Remembrance Sunday when we
remembered the dead of both wars. Rosemoor has provided us with another lovely article
about winter colour in the garden, which reminds me that it will soon be time for ‘The Glow’
where much of the Rosemoor Garden is lit with fairy lights, magical for children and adults
alike. Christmas is a time for giving so please consider contributing to the Food Bank with a
‘Reverse Advent Calendar’ box as described on Page 4.
It just remains for me to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy, Healthy and
COVID-safe New Year.
Meg Galley-Taylor, Editor

New Production Team needed for the Thornbury Tatler
Please consider taking over the production of the Tatler when Paul and I stand down next
September. It doesn’t have to stay the same and could become a smaller and simpler news
sheet which we can help to establish between now and our last one, Issue 40, September
2022 (our 10th birthday!)
It is the village’s magazine and should meet the needs of the residents, not those of the
producers. We currently have several regular contributors, as well as a healthy advertising
base that funds the production, so much of each issue writes itself, but it does need
managing. We also actively manage the associated village Facebook page.
The main roles are: Editorial: Advertising: Layout and publication: Distribution
Paul and I currently do all of this without any help, but divided across 5 or so people, it is
quite manageable and only happens 4 times a year.
If you value the Tatler and want it to continue beyond September 2022, then please put
your name forward or better still get together with a group of your friends to run it. We
took in on after only having lived in the village for 3 years, so newcomers are very much
encouraged to be part of the new team. Together you can then make your mark on the
Thornbury Tatler and take it into its second decade.
Meg and Paul
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Events in and around Thornbury 2021-2022
Date

Event

Details

11 Dec
14 Dec
15 Dec
17 Dec
25 Dec
8 Jan
10 Feb
19 Mar
5 Jun

Saturday Church at 10
Bradford Hall (see below)
Reverse Advent Calendar
See overleaf for details
Clean and decorate at 10
Thornbury Church
Carol Service at 6.30
Thornbury Church
Holy Communion at 10
Thornbury Church
Saturday Church at 10
Bradford Hall (see below)
Parish Council meeting at 7.30 Thornbury Holiday Park
Gullies and gutters clean at 10 Thornbury Church
Jubilee BIG Lunch
Thornbury Holiday Park

NOTE: The bar at Thornbury Holiday Park in Woodacott is now closed for the
Winter, but will be back in the Spring. Lisa and Paul (and Albert!) would like
to say a big thank you to all of our ‘locals’ for their support and custom this
year and wish you all a very Merry Christmas and all the very best for 2022!

Welcome Back to Live Saturday Church!
We are so glad to be back ‘live’ at Bradford & Cookbury
Village Hall. Our next event will be our December Saturday
Church, which will be our Nativity, so please do come along on
Saturday 11th December at 10 am to join in the fun.
If you would like to, come dressed up as a character of the
Nativity Story, and we will do the rest. No lines to learn, just an
enjoyable, fun Nativity event for all ages to enjoy. If you don’t
have a suitable tea towel, donkey mask or other outfit please don’t worry we will
find you something, or if you would rather not dress up that is fine too. There will
be a lovely selection of carols and readings, along with some festive drinks and
refreshments.
Saturday Church is open to all ages, from the very young to the young at heart, a
chance to meet, chat, sing, pray and worship. Give me a call on 261312 if you
would like to find out more or just pop along and join us.
In January our first event of 2022 will be held on Saturday 8th January, 10 am at
Bradford Hall. Keep an eye on the Tatler FB page to find out what the theme will
be. Liz Priest.
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A New Community Hall for Thornbury - getter closer!
Thornbury Parish Council continues to make progress on our plans for the sites of
both the old and new halls. Here is a quick update of recent events:

Old hall site near Thornbury Church
With planning permission for two dwellings in place, we have now had the site
revalued, and not surprisingly in the current property market, this is somewhat
higher than the previous figure. The legal work to take us to the point where the
site can be sold for development, and funds made available for the new hall
building project, continues.

New hall site at Windy Cross
We have now completed a topographical survey of the intended site for the new
hall. The next step will be to develop the outline design of the hall and car park,
based on input received to date and experience of other local halls. We aim to
hold one or more public meetings early in 2022, to allow residents to look at the
outline plans, and to start engaging with those who are interested in actively
supporting the project.

Thornbury Hamlets Community Charity
We can also report that we have completed the formation of the new charity with
this name (registered number 1195633) for the Thornbury Hamlets community,
which will take on most of the charitable activities for the village. The initial
trustees have been appointed, and this new body will be run separately from the
Parish Council. Its scope will include the building, ownership and operation of the
new hall.
As we said last time, there is still much work to do, and the involvement of the
whole community will be essential to make it happen. Your help is always
welcome, so do get in touch via the Tatler if you’d like to be more involved in
this exciting project.
Thornbury Parish Council / Thornbury Hamlets Community Charity
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Churchwarden’s Blog for St. Peter’s Thornbury
Dear all,
Last quarter I wrote about all the work that needs to be carried out for the general upkeep
of the Church and the PCC has recently met to discuss how we could best reach out to the
village. In the past we have been quite ad hoc in asking for support but we are trying to be
more organised and specific and have added two dates to our diary for people to come and
help at church. They are as follows :- Weds 15th December from 10am, to clean and
decorate the Church for Christmas. Please bring along dusters, polish, brushes or Brasso etc.
There is a vacuum cleaner at church. If any budding florists want to bring foliage to decorate
the church it would be most welcome. It would be fabulous to make the church look extra
special this year! Our second date is Sat 19th March from 10am, this time we are planning
on clearing Gullies and Gutters. There will also be some gardening activities such as pruning
and weeding so if you could bring a small collection of tools and gloves this again would be
very helpful. On both occasions we will provide Tea and Coffee and maybe a slice of cake
too!! We very much hope that this will be more than just chores and allow us socialise and
enjoy each other’s company. You never know you may have fun!!
Thank you to anyone who has signed up for the Parish Giving Scheme. This is a very valuable
income for us as it allows us to better plan ahead for managing our bills throughout the
year. Here is a reminder of the link for anyone who wishes to join. www.parishgiving.org.uk
search for Thornbury, select Thornbury St Peters and follow the online instructions. The
other option is called Easy Fundraising and this is featured on Page 22. If you are starting
your Christmas Shopping it's a great time to be able to support the church without costing
you anything!

Our carol service is on Friday 17th of December at 6.30pm, following the
service there will be mince pies and mulled wine/cider.
On Christmas Day we have a Benefice Communion Service at 10am.
I would like to take the opportunity to thank all of the people who have given their time this
year. Without your support our Church would not continue to look as fabulous and well
cared for as it does. It is an integral part of the village and very dear to many of us.
THANK YOU.
Finally whilst this past year has been a little more normal,
we are not quite back to our usual way of life. I very much
hope that next year will be even better. I wish each and
everyone of you A very Merry Christmas and a Happy and
Healthy New Year.
With my Best Wishes, Kirsten
kirstenchandler@hotmail.co.uk

01409253150/07855555252
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Bradford School News:
Bradford, along with Black Torrington & Bridgerule has been
building a link with The Discovery School in Kent and then
extending this to include Olmoti Primary School in Kenya.
Together, we are creating opportunities for the children to get
involved with environmental and conservation projects, both in
the UK and in Kenya. The work planned involves joint online
assemblies, school council projects, as well as curriculum projects
across the four schools. The Born Free Foundation is helping with
these projects. So far the schools have connected for a joint assembly – the Bradford
Children were stunned at seeing a school hall filled with 630 children!
Class two had a trip out to Bridge Mill to learn about Romans - The children became
archaeologists for the day digging through layers of earth and discovering different items.
They got a chance to look at the items that had been found and labelled them. They also had
a lesson on how they would dye wool and how wool and linen were woven.
After lunch, they got to meet Richard who talked about being a Roman soldier. The children
asked lots of good questions and got some great answers. They got to see the armour that
romans would wear, got into two groups and became Roman soldiers learning some
commands.
Bouncy Babies continue to meet weekly on a Monday mornings, and the Pre-School is
building pace to open in January. If you are interested in making use of the childcare please
do fill in a ‘Note of interest’ form, by either contacting Jo on the details below or directly
from the school website: https://bradford.devon.sch.uk/admissions/ under ‘Open Day’.
Bradford Primary School, 01409 281432, admin@bradfordprimary.org.uk

Events & diary dates:
Wednesday 8th December
Christmas Play – 6pm,
Bradford & Cookbury Hall
Wednesday 15th December
Carol Service at St Mary’s
Church, Black Torrington 9.30am
EVERYONE WELCOME!
Thursday 16th December
Whole School Trip to Cinderella,
Queens Hall, Barnstaple
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Neighbourhood Watch Report—November 2021
Many of you will be aware that there have been a number of
recent thefts from outbuildings and sheds in Thornbury and the
surrounding area. What you may not know is that at least one
of them was in broad daylight on a Sunday afternoon when the
homeowner was present. We are all a bit less careful about our
sheds and outbuildings when we are around our homes as we
don’t expect such blatant theft. It goes without saying that you
should always lock up at night as that remains the most likely
time for thieves. If you see anyone acting suspiciously, even if it is on someone else’s
property please report what you have seen as it helps the police to build up a picture of
rural crime so that it gets the resources it needs. We have also had reports of ‘egg-money’
being stolen from a number of road-side stalls so if this is how you sell your eggs make sure
you empty your money box frequently to remove the temptation.
I have been asked to make you aware of problems of deer-poaching in the area.
Poaching wild animals is a crime and can have a significant impact on protected species and
conservation. It is often under reported and can be linked to organised crime. The police
would like us all to help reduce poaching with simple crime prevention measures such as
reporting any suspicious activity to the police – noting vehicle details, descriptions and
accurate location. You can also help by only buying game from reputable sources to prevent
unhygienic and unsafe meat entering the food chain. If you see or are aware of poachers on
any land, do not challenge them as they can be dangerous, but call the police using 999.
Please be assured that we remain a low-crime area, and this is one of the reasons that this
recent series of events has shocked us all. Help to keep it this way by reporting anything
suspicious by emailing details to 101@dc.police.uk, calling 101 or Crimestoppers
anonymously on 0800 783 0137 or my preferred way by going to the web site at:
https://services.devon-cornwall.police.uk/crimereporting
Thanks to a grant from NHW Community Grants scheme we have
replaced the old NHW signs around the village and added 2 new ones
on the outskirts of Lower Woodacott and by Withypool Bridge on the
road in from Strawberry Bank. I would appeal to all famers to look out
for the signs when cutting the hedges. We have tried to put them as
high as we can, or on poles that are not in the hedge, but they still get
damaged and at £10 each plus the effort of erecting them, it all
becomes a bit of a nuisance when they are damaged, so please take
care as they are there for the benefit of all.
If any new residents would like more information about our NHW
scheme here in Thornbury Hamlets please get in touch with me and I
will provide you with an information pack.
Meg Galley-Taylor,
NHW Coordinator, Thornbury Hamlets. tatler@thornburyhamlets.com
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Remembrance Sunday 2021

On Sunday 14th November, the people of Thornbury gathered at the War Memorial at
Woodacott, to pause for the two minutes’ silence, and remember those who served and
died in two world wars and other conflicts. A short service of remembrance was then held
at St. Peter’s Church, which also gave an opportunity to view the beautiful floral tributes
created by Lins Hutchings and Meg Galley-Taylor.

….we will remember them...
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Britain’s Lumberjills: The Forgotten Women of the Women’s Timber Corps (WTC)
The Women’s Timber Corps (WTC) was a little-known subdivision of the
Women’s Land Army (WLA) during WWII. Formed in April 1942, the Corps
addressed the loss of male forestry workers into the Armed Forces and
helped to reduce Britain’s reliance on imported timber.
Between 1942 and 1945 the WTC employed just over 6,000 women to do
the men’s work. The Lumberjills worked in nomadic gangs across the
whole UK, surveying, clearing, and processing Britain’s standing timber
into essential wartime supplies such as the chestnut ‘railings’ or tracks
used during the D-Day landings, telegraph poles, frames of Mosquito aircraft and charcoal
for the smokescreen used by the allies to cross the Rhine in 1945. They also kept the British
mining industry going by producing pitprops.
The women of the WTC needed to be clever and pass a maths exam to be trained as
measurers, the most highly skilled role which involved measuring the quantity of wood in a
tree and the volume in an area of forest. Enthusiasm, resilience and good humour were
thought more important than physical strength. They were trained to identify trees and
measure woodland, how to select trees and how to fell, haul and process standing timber.
They were sent to work for the Forestry Commission or the timber trade, often far away
from home to avoid the risk of them returning home if they were home-sick or didn’t like
the work. Some came to Thornbury to work on the land of Thornbury Manor and the Mill.

Women of the WTC and male foresters in the Woods of Thornbury cutting pit-props.
Leaving training camp was when real life as a Lumberjill would begin as they were illprepared for the brutal working conditions in the forest in winter with pouring rain or
snow, icy wind, and frozen, rutted mud. They worked 6 days a week from 7:30 till 5:00 p.m.
and some days were longer. They even worked in the dark and the pouring rain and when it
snowed. The women were often billeted in small cottages in remote villages leaving them
isolated and alone. They moved often and had to find new billets and so received the most
basic food at a time of rationing. They were frequently underfed and often went hungry.
Hazel Collins who worked in Thornbury woods explained how the transient work and life
meant she had to mature, overcome fears, and meet many new challenges.
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Being alone, working away from home changed her attitude making her a stronger more
self-reliant person which stayed with her for life. Hazel also mentioned the discomfort and
unsuitability of the clothing, especially the boots and the ‘passion killing’ underwear but at
least it kept them warm in what must have been a dreadfully cold job.

Hazel Collins and other girls in their cut-off dungarees

The ‘passion-killing’ underwear

Great skill, precision and physical strength were needed as the women worked with heavy
axes. It was hard but they built up skill and stamina quite quickly. The trees felled varied
from the young pine trees for pit props, to the 100 year old oaks for railway sleepers or
shipbuilding. ‘Brashing’ and ‘Snedding’ involved
removing branches from standing or felled trees
with a billhook, axe or bow saw. Many girls worked
in sawmills, which was very heavy work, and one of
the most dangerous jobs where accidents were
routine and included amputation of fingers,
bronchitis from dust inhalation, and even broken
arms and legs from toppling timber.

In 1942, the Italian and German POWs were
integrated into the timber production but the
conditions in which they worked were much better
than that of the women. They didn’t have to work in
the rain or walk or cycle to and from the forest, they
had larger rations, they complained more and
received a more consistent supply of vital equipment
including Wellington boots. Hazel remembers the
Italian POWs in Holsworthy and met one again in her
old age. Continues overleaf >>

Hazel Collins measuring timber in Thornbury
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By the end of the war about 20% of forestry
workers were women and during WWII more
wood was produced from British Woodlands than
ever before in history. After the war, the WTC
and WLA were overlooked despite their
contribution to the War effort. For 50 years they
were not allowed to take part in Remembrance
Day parades but in October 2007 the Forestry
Commission unveiled a memorial to the
Lumberjills in the Queen Elizabeth Forest Park
near Aberfoyle, Scotland. This is pictured on our
cover.
In 2014 a monument to both the women of the
WLA and WTC (pictured right) was unveiled at
the National Memorial Arboretum in
Staffordshire.
With thanks to Holsworthy Museum for some of
the photographs and the excellent book
“Lumberjills, Britain’s forgotten army”, by Joanna
Foat, 2019.

Sheepdog Trial Winner
We are delighted to report that
Merrill Fox, who gave us such a
wonderful demonstration of her skill
(and that of her dogs) at this year’s
Fun Day & Dog Show, has won this
trophy at the Dorset County Show
Sheepdog Trial in September, with
her dog 'Reg', who is homebred.
He is 12 years old and showed 48
other dogs just how it should be
done.

Congratulations Merrill!
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Thornbury Parish Council
Minutes of meeting held on 11th November 2021, 7.30pm, at THP
Those present:

Keith Hutchings (KH), Gaye Tabor (GT), Liz Priest (LP), Paul Taylor (PT),
Lisa Serra (LS), Trevor Jollow (TJ), Coun. James Morrish (DCC)

21/040.

Apologies for absence: Chris Ward, Coun. Ken James.

21/041.

Public discussion period – none.

21/042.

Minutes of two previous meetings were approved and signed by the Chair.

21/043.

Disclosure of Interests – none.
Updates were made to ROMI for new Hall Charity trustees.

21/044.

Clerk’s Report:
The schedule of payments and receipts was signed by the Chair.
TDC and DCC grants: still in process, being chased.
Correspondence received: thank you letter from CRUK for donation.
War memorial report: work is needed on the pointing. TJ to investigate and
report back on expected costs. Grant funding may be available.

21/045.

Donations - the following were agreed:

Royal British Legion, £25. Citizens’ Advice Bureau, £100
North Devon Records Office, £50
21/046.

Planning:
1/1127/2021/FUL, Barn between Oakleigh and Branches, re-submission,
TPC supports restrictions on use proposed by Environmental Health.
1/1227/2021/FUL, kitchen extension / porch, Bagbeare, no objection.

21/047.

Road Warden Report – repairs made at Halses Cross, potholes being filled as
and when reported. Coun. Morrish advised that Highways budget is now fully
allocated for this financial year.

21/048.

Thornbury Tatler Report – There has been no response to the call for a new
team to take on the Tatler. Unless this happens, the Tatler will cease
publication in September 2022. Editor will update Council as needed.

21/049.

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee – June 2022: The “Big Lunch” will be held on Sunday
5th June 2022 at the Holiday Park. Council are investigating a bonfire /
beacon / BBQ event on 2nd or 3rd, and the presentation of souvenir items to
young people in the parish.

21/050.

Report from County Councillor – work is ongoing to allow support activities
for lonely and vulnerable groups in Holsworthy to continue post-pandemic,
with DCC funding.

21/051.

Date of next meeting: Thursday 10th February at THP at 7.30pm.

The meeting closed at 9.00pm.
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Forensic Ecology
During Lockdown I decided to embark on an MSc in Forensic Science. Forensic science has
always fascinated me, and indeed anybody who enjoys programmes such as CSI or Silent
Witness! Being an Ecologist I was naturally drawn to the ecological practices used by
forensic scientists, known as Forensic Ecology. It is amazing how much information we can
glean from the natural world when we are making a forensic inspection.
Forensic ecology is the recovery and analysis of remains, plants, insects, soils and other
particulates from scenes of crime, and can be vital in proving or excluding contact between
a suspect and a scene, targeting search areas, establishing a time and place of death and
identifying the deceased.
Forensic ecology includes botany, diatom analysis, entomology, geology and soils, pollen
analysis (or palynology), and isotope analysis including carbon dating.
Case Study: The Lindbergh Case
Plant-based evidence has been used in the courtroom for at least 90 years. A famous early
case is the kidnap and murder of the son of American aviator and inventor Charles
Lindbergh in 1932. Evidence in the case was gathered by Arthur Koehler, a wood anatomist
from the Wisconsin forestry institute. Kohler was able to identify the source of a ladder
used in the kidnapping, which led to the killer’s conviction.
Diatoms (left) are a group of unicellular algae that have been
recorded and classified for over 200 years and have been used in
a range of applications in forensic field. Diatom analysis is
a valuable tool in forensic field, and it is useful in diagnosis of
drowning cases.
Forensic entomology is the study of insects/arthropods in
criminal investigation. By studying the insect population and the
developing larval stages, forensic scientists can estimate the post
-mortem index, any change in position of the corpse as well as
the cause of death.
Forensic palynology is the application of pollen and spores in solving legal issues, either civil
or criminal. Pollen and spores can be obtained from an extremely wide range of items,
including bodies, clothing, and mud collected on car wheel arches.
Case Study: The Muddy Boots!
One of the most famous forensic-palynology cases occurred in 1959, in Austria. A man
disappeared and, despite the lack of a body, was presumed murdered. The investigators
had little physical evidence, but they had a suspect with a muddy pair of boots. A local
palynologist found in the boots a 20-million-year-old fossil of hickory pollen, from a tree
that no longer grew in Austria. But there was a small area, on the Danube River, where the
pollen grain had been absorbed into the environment.
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Presented with this information, the suspect disclosed the whereabouts of the body. Using
isotopic analysis of skeletal remains and forensic evidence, one can reconstruct human
profiles (including interpreting ancestry and evaluating social status), analyse the environmental conditions antemortem, and estimate the time of death.
Case Study: Ötzi the Ice Man
Adding together the disciplines of forensic science,
ecology and biology, an incredible amount of
information can be discovered on a body. For
example, the case of Ötzi the Ice Man.
Ötzi was found on 19 September 1991 by two
German tourists in the Alps on the Austrian–Italian
border. At first the body was presumed to be from
a recently deceased climber. Later, upon inspection
at the Innsbruck University, he was considered to
be "at least four thousand years old" based on the
typology of an axe and other objects retrieved with
the body. Following extensive further inspection
Otzi was concluded to have lived 5000 years ago!
Analysis of pollen, dust grains and the isotopic
composition of his tooth enamel indicates that he
spent his childhood near the present village of
Feldthuns, north of Bolzano, but later went to live
in valleys about 30 miles farther north.
In 2009 a CAT scan revealed he had eaten a meal of
ibex meat less than two hours before his death.
Wheat grains and bacon from a wild goat in South
Tyrol, Italy was also found along with flax, seeds
and berries.

Reconstruction of Ötzi

Analysis of his hair was used to examine his diet from several months before. Pollen in the
first meal showed that it had been consumed in a mid-altitude conifer forest, and other
pollens indicated the presence of wheat and legumes, which may have been domesticated
crops. Pollen grains of hop-hornbeam were also discovered. The pollen was very well
preserved, with the cells inside remaining intact, indicating that it had been fresh
(estimated about two hours old) at the time of Ötzi's death, which places the event in the
spring or early summer. Einkorn wheat is harvested in the late summer, and sloes in the
autumn; these must have been stored from the previous year.

By Dee Lawson, Ecology Reporter
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Helicopter Tales - How to clean a wok
There used to be a golden rule in the world of flying – no consumption of alcohol within 25
metres of an aircraft and no smoking eight hours before flight. Or was it the other way
round? (Drugs, of course, are totally forbidden.) Anyway, I have experienced problems
with both.
I happened to be in Brunei when the government placed restrictions on the sale of alcohol.
Not only was it difficult to get hold of but its consumption in public was banned. This
particularly affected the local Chinese population who appreciated the odd drop of beer.
As I discovered during a Karaoke evening at a local Chinese eatery, there was a way around
the restriction. When the menu was produced (in itself a futile gesture in that there were
only two meals on offer) the waitress laid out cups, saucers and a teapot on the table. She
gave us a knowing wink! The “tea” was quite strong – being Dutch and brewed by Heineken
– but very pleasant to drink.
It was an enjoyable evening right up to the point where it was to be my turn on the stage.
I had been looking forward to this because the song I was to sing was “Country Roads” by
John Denver. This was a particular favourite of mine and I was ready to go. As I started to
get up a “b….y” Chinaman leapt up on the stage and did a poor rendition of “Countwy
Woads”, in my place. He murdered a wonderful piece of music, but it was still my turn on
stage and, in a panic, I looked at the next item on the list. It was King Elvis’s “Don’t Step on
my Blue Suede Shoes”: just try singing that! I did not even get to the end of it: there were
boos and shouts of “get off”, and I even had cabbages thrown at me from the kitchen. It
was a life-changing experience from which I have never really recovered. (In recent years, I
sought counselling for PTSD but this achieved nothing.) I sought refuge in the lavatory.
This was a basic affair surrounded by a
canvas screen over which one looked directly
into the kitchen area. The cooking was done
in huge woks which, after completion of a
particular dish, were cleaned out in a most
spectacular fashion. Cold water was thrown
into the wok upon which an immense cloud
of steam enveloped the whole of the kitchen
area, and the lavatory. At least it provided a
distraction from the boos and shouts.

In another world, far removed from Brunei, in Belize, I found myself flying a number of
police officers to a crime scene near the southern border with Guatemala. A crop of
marijuana had been found growing in a remote jungle clearing. This was a routine
occurrence; the hash was grown quickly, harvested and processed and then flown out in
light aircraft from the nearest jungle airstrips – the destination usually Mexico and then the
United States. It was a dangerous business, and crashed aeroplanes were fairly common.
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As we approached the area where the
marijuana had been found a dense
cloud of smoke hung in the sky.
It covered a large area, and because I
could not fly across the border I had no
option other than to fly through it to
get to the landing site. As we entered
the smoke I recognised the sweet smell
of pot (not, of course, through being a
user myself). It was powerful stuff and
a couple of lungfuls were enough to
make me feel quite light-headed.
Indeed, one of the policemen was nearly sick. I managed to land, but it took me an hour or
so breathing in clean air before I felt able to resume flying. Some bright spark (please
excuse the pun) had set fire to the marijuana field in order to ensure that the crop could not
be used. He did not realise that a fair proportion of it had already been dried and was ready
for use. Of the two incidents, by far the most taxing was trying to sing “Don’t step on my
blue suede shoes”. Roger Lawes

Halloween @ THP
This year’s Halloween Party at the Holiday Park
was a spooky night out, as children and adults
alike got into ghoulish garb and
enjoyed food from the burger van and drinks
from the bar, as well as some “treats”.
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Thornbury Cider & Pasty Walk - Sunday 5th September 202

“After the Covid 19 lockdown put paid to last year’s walk the 2021 event took place – albeit some
Tim and Jackie Priest were the hosts at South Wonford. The turnout was excellent with around 1
£600 was raised in support of St Peter’s Church. The walking part covered four different farm are
and Janet Elliot, James and Rachael Poole and John Sluggett, in addition to Tim and Jackie. Thank
cider stop at the pond. At the end, Nicky’s excellent pasties were enjoyed by all. Thanks to all wh
us and we look forward to seeing you again next year. Jeremy Bond has another cunning plan for
Editor’s note: Huge thanks also, as ever, to Roger and Sara Lawes for making this wonderful even

Fraser’s Cider Stop

Relaxing on the b

Rob, Jean, Wendy and Sara: service with style!

Delicious Pasties
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Macmillan Coffee Morning - 2nd October 2021
A big thank you again to everyone who donated and baked for the
annual Macmillan Coffee Morning, hosted at the Holiday Park by
Lisa and Paul. The final total raised was £198.00.
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RHS Rosemoor: Colourful stems and bark
At this time of year it can be difficult to maintain interest in the garden, but one easy way is
to introduce shrubs with colourful stems and trees with ornamental bark.
For colourful stems, plant Cornus and Salix.
The fiery colours of Cornus are a delight; from
bright red C. alba 'Sibirica' AGM to orange C.
sanguinea 'Winter Beauty'. Salix alba 'Golden
Ness' AGM produces lovely golden yellow
stems shining in the low winter sun. Plant in
groups, if you have the room, to make a bold
statement and they will not fail to lift the
spirits in the gloom of winter. For best results,
plant in full sun or partial shade and prune in
March (less vigorous varieties such as ‘Winter
Beauty’ should be done less frequently).
These shrubs lend themselves to be under planted with snowdrops, the pure white flowers
contrasting beautifully with the vivid stems. Next to Rosemoor Lake, we have a wonderful
display of Galanthus 'Atkinsii' AGM planted amongst the crimson stems of C. alba 'Sibirica'.
This is one of the earliest snowdrops and one of the most vigorous, ideal for naturalising.
Birches are known for their ornamental bark and the
gleaming white bark of Betula utilis var. jacquemontii
(the Himalayan birch) shines through the winter gloom,
especially when it has been cleaned with a soft brush
and water to remove the previous year’s accumulation
of algae. This birch looks particularly effective when
planted in a small group (Winter Garden), or if grown as
a multi-stemmed specimen (Rock Gully).
The aptly named
paper bark maple
with peeling bark
(Acer griseum AGM)
and the beautiful
snake bark maple
Acer davidii viper
‘Mindavi’ can also
be found in the Winter Garden. Acer ‘White Tigress’ in
the Foliage Garden is a particularly beautiful specimen.
Birches with pink bark can all be found here. Everyone
is familiar white birches but those with pink stems such
as Betula albosinensis 'K. Ashburner' (Rock Gully) are
especially striking.
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The smooth, young coppery-brown bark of
Prunus serrula is wonderfully tactile, so
plant in a position where you can reach it
and where the sun can catch the reflective
bark and shine through the peeling ribbons
of bark.
All of these trees look wonderful in groups
and under-planted with spring bulbs such
as Narcissus, Chionodoxa, and of course,
snowdrops. Early flowerers such as hellebores also look stunning. So, if you are
thinking of planting more trees or shrubs
this year, then consider the winter and early spring interest they can create in your garden.

Holsworthy Walk and Talk
The Autumn Equinox brought several wet days for our walks this month but we dressed
accordingly and carried on regardless. Having become an independent Walking Group in
March of this year we felt that we needed a website as a useful point of contact for existing
and potential walkers and I am pleased to say we are almost ready to launch it. Paul, our
Secretary, took on the challenge and has created a very professional, informative and
colourful website. Next month we will be able to provide you with a web address so that
you can browse and admire.
Our membership grows every month and the Monday Walk in the Park for people with
limited mobility is proving particularly popular. The physical health benefits for managing
and even preventing long term conditions such as heart disease, diabetes and some cancers
are well known. The psychological benefits of walking in a group have also been well
documented over the years but following the various lockdowns and the continual
challenges which every day life seems to present these days the ability to chat to a fellow
walker is even more important. The range of conversations knows no bounds. This week
the best way to make a fruit crumble was discussed. Can’t wait to try that! More
importantly, being able to find empathy and humour with others during these challenging
times, together with fresh air and lovely scenery can be very restorative.
We walk on Mondays and Fridays. All walks start at 10.30 am and are FREE. Membership
forms are available from our Volunteer Walk Leader prior to the start of the walk.
Further information available from: holsworthywalkandtalk@gmail.com
Gillian Aston 01409 254642 or Mike Jackson 01409 261196 or Paul Davies 01409 253250
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If you use the internet to order shopping,
one off gifts or maybe booking train or
event tickets, why not order them via

Easyfundraising.org.uk
This is simply a website you visit before
you make your purchase.
Many companies and organisations will
make a small donation to charity simply
because you make your purchase via the
easy fund raising website.
Simply log into Easyfundraising.org.uk,
then search for Thornbury Church and
select the company you wish to make your
purchase from and continue as you would
normally when buying via the internet. It
costs you nothing and Thornbury church
will benefit from the donations. It is
usually only a small percentage, but as we
all know, every little helps. If you starting
your Christmas shopping it’s a great time
to be able to support the church without
costing you anything! Thank you.

SUPPORT YOUR CHURCH AT:
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Our ice cream is made on the farm using
milk from the Dunstaple Farm Herd and
natural, local ingredients. We also make a
vegan friendly ice cream.

Check our website for the range of
flavours - www.dunstaple.co.uk
01409 261106
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Join us at
“Thornbury
Tatler” on

Call me for details of our meetings
in the coming months!
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Don’t forget to
mention that you
saw them in
“The Tatler”
when you contact
advertisers: their
support keep us
free!
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EVELYN
SHARMAN
Professional Driving Tuition
(DVSA ADI)
Tel: 01409 259 848 (Holsworthy)
Mobile: 07885 352 082
evelyn.sharman@btinternet.com

4 Star GOLD Farmhouse Bed & Breakfast
Complying to all government guidelines.
Check our website for more details.
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Emergency Plan Contact Numbers:

Thornbury Tatler
Chris Ward
Tim Priest
Keith Hutchings
George Worth
Trevor Jollow
Tony Gifford
Stephen Sanders
Paul Taylor
Steve Bond
Paul Taylor

December 2021
S. Wonford - centre
S. Wonford - outlying areas
Thornbury & outlying areas
Lashbrook & Lopthorne
Woodacott - centre
Brendon & Forda
Lower Woodacott
Plan Coordinator
Snow Warden
Road Warden

261459
261673
261373
281336
261291
261374
261626
261804
261123
261804

07867 540618
07788 140497
07966 486575
07773 881110
07971 695091
07584 720802
07970 731044
07584 720802

General Emergency Numbers:
Police, Fire & Ambulance
Police
Holsworthy Medical Centre
Devon Doctors (out of hours)
Stratton Hospital—enquiries
A&E— Bideford/Barnstaple
South West Water (leaks)
Gas Emergencies
Electricity Emergencies
Power cuts (Western Power)
N.H.S. Direct
Torridge District Council
D.C.C. Highways
Environment -S.W. Agency
Samaritans
Victim Support

Emergencies 999
Non-urgent 101
or email 101@dc.police.uk
253692
111
01288 320100
01271 322577
0800 2300561
0800 111999
105 (cable down etc.)
0800 3163105
111
01237 428700
0345 1551004
08708 506506
116 123
0808 1689111

Your Holsworthy Rural Police team are:
Sgt Sarah Jepp, PC Amanda Brown
PCSO Mark James
Email: torridge@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk
Thornbury Parish Councillors:
Chair: Keith Hutchings Vice Chair: Liz Priest
Trevor Jollow, Gaye Tabor, Chris Ward, Paul Taylor, Lisa Serra
Parish Clerk: Paul Taylor 01409 261804
Get more local information online at www.thornburyhamlets.com
Produced by ‘Parish Magazine Printing’ - 01288 341617

