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Welcome to the Autumn Thornbury Tatler ! 

 
This has been another difficult magazine to produce as again we have not a lot to report on, 
but we did manage to have our much-loved Fun-Day and Dog Show on what must have been 
the most glorious Saturday of the summer.  The centre spread has the pictures and I would 
like to add my thanks to those of Keith Hutchings, to all of those who helped, and most    
especially Lizzie Marden and Merrill Fox for their canine contributions. 

You will see a number of requests for help in this magazine. At present all the things that 
happen in the village are done by a small group of people and, not to mince words, they are 
getting rather tired of doing everything and many of us are getting old!  We need new     
people to step forward and offer help.  We need help at the church; in moving forwards with 
a village hall; and in running the events that people enjoy.  New members of the community 
are most welcome so don’t be shy in offering your skills.  On this note you will see that Paul 
and I are planning to step down from the Tatler next year, so if you want the Tatler to      
continue in any form, then others need to take over the reins. 

This is an edition containing both fond and sad memories as people recall times gone by or 
say farewell to loved ones who have sadly died, but are remembered with love. 

Finally, in the article from RHS Rosemoor on Page 22 the beautiful snakeshead fritillary   
flower is mentioned.  We have these naturalised in our grass so if anyone would like some 
seeds to grow into plug-plants to plant in your garden just ask as they love our wet clay soil! 

Meg Galley-Taylor, Editor 

Call 261804, or email to: tatler@thornburyhamlets.com 

New Production Team needed for the Thornbury Tatler 

The Tatler was established in 2012 with the first issue going out in December of that year 
and Paul and I took over its production 2 years later, with Issue 9, December 2014.  This one 
is Issue 36, so we have now produced 28 editions and feel that it is time to hand over the 
reins to a team of people who will take it forward for the next 5 to 10 years.  We do not 
intend to step down immediately, but rather spend the next year handing over to the new 
team so we can step aside after Issue 40, September 2022 (our 10th birthday!)  

At the moment Paul and I do everything, even writing quite a lot of copy, and at busy times 
such as lambing, distributing copies, but it doesn’t need to be like that.  We have developed 
the Tatler in our own way, but others may have very different ideas as to what it should look 
like.  That is fine.  It is the village’s magazine and should meet the needs of the residents, not 
those of the producers.  We currently have a number of very regular contributors, as well as 
a healthy advertising base that funds the production, so much of each issue writes itself, but 
it does need managing.  We also actively manage the associated village  Facebook page.  

The major tasks that we currently do are listed below, divided across five different areas as 
follows: 
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Editorial:   

Reminding regular contributors of copy dates 2 – 3 weeks before the deadline. 
Checking and proof-reading copy and editing as necessary 
Writing or commissioning articles, as necessary, for issues of public interest 
Keeping up with ‘hatches, matches and dispatches’ as well as newcomers to the village 
Identify events in and around the village and include in the diary of events  
Finalising the magazine with the rest of the team 

Advertising:  

Sending out invoices to advertisers as they fall due each quarter 
Checking payment prior to publication and if necessary, issuing reminders 
Seeking new advertisers when necessary and checking for updates to adverts 
Checking FB page for potential new advertisers and approaching them to take paid adverts 

Layout and publication:  

Working with the Editor to decide on the content of each edition 
Updating adverts from advertisers and on advice from the person responsible for ads 
Completing the layout using Microsoft Publisher software (very similar to Word) 
Producing the final layout as a PDF document for onward transmission to the printer 
Sending in the final copy and advising on number of pages and copies  

Distribution:  

Maintaining contact with the distributors and, if necessary, recruiting replacement ones 
Sorting copies into bundles and adding any additional material such as fliers or bags 
Distributing the bundles to the distributors 
Acting as emergency distributor in the event of the unavailability of a distributor 

Village Events and Facebook Page:  

Attending village events and getting photographs for inclusion in the Tatler 
Adding in or reposting interesting or useful FB postings from elsewhere to inform residents 
Monitoring the FB page to look for people wishing to join and approving/declining  
Checking for repeat advertising from people without a paid-for Tatler advert and flagging 

Paul and I currently do all of this without any help, but divided across 5 or so      
people, it is quite manageable and only happens 4 times a year. 

If you value the Tatler and want it to continue beyond September 2022, then please 
put your name forward.  We took in on after only having lived in the village for 3 
years, so newcomers are very much encouraged to be part of the new team.  To-
gether you can then make your mark on the Thornbury Tatler and take it into its 
second decade. 

Meg and Paul 
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 Events in and around Thornbury 2021 

Date  Event     Details  

 
02 Sept Curry Night    THP 
05 Sept  Cider and Pasty Walk  See opposite for details 
11 Sept Saturday Church   Bradford Hall (see opposite) 
22 Sept Bags 2 School collection  For Church (see below) 
09 Oct Saturday Church   Bradford Hall  
11 Nov Parish Council meeting Location TBC, 8pm 
13 Nov Saturday Church   Bradford Hall  
11 Dec Saturday Church   Bradford Hall  

 

THP is Thornbury Holiday Park, in Woodacott.  Contact Lisa on 
261750 for details of future events and times. 

The next Bags2school collection in aid of Church 
Funds has been arranged for 22nd September   

Please bring any and all of the following in a sealed bin bag 

by 20th September and leave at the back of the church: 

Men’s, Lady’s and Children’s clothing, paired shoes (tied together),  
Handbags, Hats, Bags, Scarves and Ties, Socks, Soft toys, Household linen, 
Curtains, Towels, Bed sheets, Pillowcases and Duvet covers. 

         Thank you from St. Peter’s Church  

Easy Fund Raising for the Church 
Do you shop online? Like to support Thornbury Church without it costing you a penny?  
Then take a look at www.easyfundraising.org.uk  Whenever you shop online if you click on 
the easyfundraising page, find the company you want to buy from, and many will give a  
donation, usually a percentage of your spend to your chosen charity.  Thornbury Church are 
registered to receive donations, so please next time you spend online, even if it is only a 
small purchase, every little helps, pop along to easy fund raising to see just how easy it is. 
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Cider & Pasty Walk 2021 
This year’s event will be held on Sunday 5th September,  

starting times: 2.30 pm – 4.00pm, hosted by Tim and Jackie Priest 
in South Wonford.  

Entrance Fee £8.00 per person, £4.00 per child 

Booking essential by 3rd September  

Call or message: Sara Lawes on 01409 261760 or 07786 773747 

or Liz Priest on 01409 261312 
 
Proceeds to  
St Peter’s Church, Thornbury  

Welcome Back to Live Saturday Church! 
Saturday Church will be back at Bradford Village Hall on Sat 11th September from 10 am, 
and we are very much looking forward to seeing everyone again.  We will have the  
necessary Covid arrangements in place, but we very much hope you will be able to join us 
for our 7th Birthday.  We can hardly believe it is 7 years since we started our venture, so 
please come along to join in the celebrations, which will include cake and refreshments. 

We will have our usual activities, games, stories and songs for everyone to join in with, plus 
Holy Communion to follow around 11.30 am for those who wish to stay. 

We will continue to meet on the second Saturday of each month, at Bradford Village Hall so 
pop the dates in your diary - Sat 9th Oct, Sat 13th Nov and Sat 11th Dec.   

Please come along and join us, watch out for updates on the Thornbury Tatler FB page. 

Welcome! 
We would like to say a rather belated welcome to Michael and Sue Nattrass to 
Woodacott.  We hope you will be very happy here. 
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Churchwarden’s Blog for St. Peter’s Thornbury 

In this month’s edition I am going to be focusing on the behind-the-scenes work that needs 
to happen for us to maintain our church. The support we need isn't just financial, there is 
also ongoing maintenance, cleaning, flower arranging, and the list could go on! 

We currently have a limited few who help us 
with these tasks, and it would be fabulous if we 
could encourage a few more to join us. We 
aren't asking for hours of work just a little extra 
support now and then. I am sure there must be 
some budding flower arrangers or horticultural-
ists who could offer their support. I would be 
more than happy to arrange a little painting  
party to  get the walls in church looking a little 
better than they are now. It doesn’t have to be 
just work; it can be a social event too! 

On a more serious note, we have an inspection every 5 years which is carried out by an   
Architect. Quinquennial inspections involve a thorough survey of all aspects of the building’s 
fabric and are intended to identify problems which have developed since the last time it was 
inspected. This then identifies priorities for repair to ensure preservation of the building and 
this then produces a list of tasks which we are duty bound to carry out in a timely order  
before the next inspection. Our last inspection was in June 2018, and we currently have  
several outstanding items that will need to be addressed in the next 2 years.  The works 
identified can range from the very simple, such as ensuring gutters and gullies are kept clear 
from debris, to truly enormous ones such as the restoration of the Speccott Tomb. Some of 
the works must be carried out by professional restorers and obviously this has a massive 
cost implication. At this point grants need to be identified and applied for, along with extra 
fundraising.  Our Church is there to celebrate Baptism and Holy Matrimony and to offer  
solace and support in times of bereavement. We are able to hold regular services and  
celebrate Harvest festivals, Carol Services and a Remembrance Service. We will only be able 
to continue this with the support of the village. 

If you would like to know more or are able to offer some much needed support we would 
love to hear from you. If you are unable to give your time, consider the Easy Fund Raising 
option shown on Page 4.  We also have a regular ‘Parish Giving’ option. (leaflets at the back 
of the Church) These donations are massively important to us as it gives us a greater ability 
to budget for each financial year to cover our annual running costs. You can find the link to 
donate using Google – www.parishgiving.org.uk - enter the postcode EX22 7DB and     
Thornbury Church will be on the map. Click on the church and follow the instructions. 

I very much appreciate the time you have taken to read this, and I hope it may encourage 
you to offer us a little support. Please do get in touch with me if you have any questions or 
would like to become involved.   With my Best Wishes,  Kirsten 

kirstenchandler@hotmail.co.uk   01409 253150/07855 555252 
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In Memory of Rowland (Ro) Shapland: 31st October 1950 to 16th June 2021 

Rowland was a man who loved life.  He was a 
keen sportsman and gardener but especially loved 
boats and fishing. Motorbikes and generally    
tinkering with vehicles was also a passion and this 
led to the purchase of his beloved Type 2   
Campervan, Bugsy, in which the family had many 
happy holidays and years of enjoyment, especially 
in Devon and Cornwall. 

When the time came to retire there was only one 
place for Rowland and Jacqui to go, moving down 
to Devon to enjoy the slower pace of life. Here 
they enjoyed each other’s company and indulged 
their hobbies, which included becoming walking 
group leaders, even if Rowland took them on 
some unexpected routes. Rowland joined the 
Men in Sheds where he could tinker with like-
minded gents, and he enjoyed the social life of 
the village including Friday evenings at the holiday 
park.  

Rowland always wanted to be called a grumpy old git, but this couldn't be further from the 
truth, he was always happy and stubbornly refused to be old.  One thing we have come to 
realise is just how much Rowland was loved and by how many people. He was ever ready to 
help anyone who needed it and always brought smiles and laughs to any gathering he was 
part of. Rowland was doing what he loved, pottering in his garden in his boxers and  
threadbare tee-shirt when he was taken ill.  He died the next day with his family by his side. 

Rowland will be missed by many, but his memory will live on in the stories we tell and the 
positive influence he had on all our lives 

Jacqui, Mat, Steff and Oakley, Willow and William 

Ivor Milhuisen of The Platt, Woodacott passed away on August 11th after a short illness. Ivor 
and Ann Moved to Woodacott in 2002 having previously lived in Tintagel, Cornwall after 
retirement. They both fell in love with Woodacott on the first visit and loved the peaceful 
location, especially after a working life spent in Bermondsey, London. 

Sam Vaux, Ivor’s step-son. 

As producers of the Tatler, we would like to express our condolences to all the families who 

have lost loved ones in recent months. 
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The late Evelyn “June” Vanstone 

Although June’s Birth Certificate says she was born in 
Kilkhampton, she always said she was born at Gooseham 
near Morwenstow, on 9th June 1929, I guess the birth was 
registered at Kilkhampton. 

June was the second of four children born to Tom and Evelyn 
Colwill, the eldest was Arthur, then June, next came Eric and 
the youngest was Pat, who is the only surviving sibling. June 
went to Kilkhampton Church school and often talked of  
walking across the fields to get there, and later she went to 
Stratton Senior School. 

The family then moved to Greylands near Souldon Cross, 
where they attended the local Chapel, June was Souldon  
Carnival attendant, along with Muriel Fry, to “Queen” Edna Dayman. It was at Souldon 
Methodist Chapel that June met Ronald Vanstone, who lived at Berry Farm, Thornbury with 
his parents and three brothers, Bill, Jack and Bob. 

When June’s parents decided to move to Bridgerule, Ron 
proposed to her as he felt it was going to be too far to ride 
his bicycle. They were married at Bridgerule Church by  
Father Kingdom, in April 1948, and started married life living 
at Berry Farm with Ron’s parents, where they stayed until 
just before Iris was born in October 1949, when they moved 
to Bridgerule with June’s parents and siblings. 

About two years later, Ron took a farm manager post at  
Clovelly, June also helped on the farm and did bed and 
breakfast during the summer months. With Ron’s father 
being terminally ill, Ron and June purchased the family farm 
at Berry and on 29th September 1954 - “Michaelmas” a 
month before Michael was born, they moved into the farm, 
where there was no running water and the lighting was from 
a lighting plant (generator). Cooking was on an old  

fashioned, black stove and the kettle boiled on the open fire. It wasn’t long before electricity 
came to Thornbury which made life a little easier. Outside Ron took the farmyard  
manure out into the fields with a horse and tipping butt, which then had to be spread by 
hand with a prong (fork). Electricity meant the cows could be milked by machine instead of 
by hand, sitting on a three-legged stool, and the purchase of a tractor and dung spreader 
made work easier in the fields. 

After their third child Diana was born, June started to take in summer visitors to help with 
the farm income, along with the keeping of hens to produce eggs which Watkin’s Egg  
Packers would collect weekly. 
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As the children grew up June enjoyed Thornbury 
WI, which she represented at the Annual Meeting 
in the Albert Hall, London, quite an adventure for 
her! June enjoyed playing skittles for Thornbury 
ladies and later for Pancrasweek ladies, she also 
enjoyed Milton Damerel Over 60’s and all the day 
trips they organised. June was the Treasurer for 18 
years. 

Michael took over part the farm in the early 80’s 
and they had a retirement bungalow built on part 
of the land. They both enjoyed the garden and Ron 
built June an aviary where she bred budgies, finches and other cage birds, that she still   
enjoyed long after losing Ron. 

Woodacott Methodist Church was quite a 
part of June’s life, she attended most  
Sundays and was always a big part in  
catering for concerts, Anniversaries and 
Harvest Festivals. 

June was very proud of her family and 
loved telling people that she had five  
generations, making her a great-great 
gran. (pictured left) 
 
She passed peacefully away at Fairfield 
Country Rest Home on 7th July 2021. 

 

Smart new signs have been 

installed to replace the old 

or damaged ones in  

Thornbury, and to  

encourage more careful 

driving through the village 
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FIFTY YEARS OF THE PEOPLE AND PROPERTIES OF LASHBROOK 

The memories of Roger Gilbert, Lashbrook Farm 

“I was born in Newcourt Barton, Sheepwash, and came to  
Lashbrook on the 10th April 1971, so I’ve been here 50 years 
and I remember everyone who’s lived here in that time.  
There were 9 people here then, and there are still 9 today, 
but different  people. Here at Lashbrook Farm there’s only 
been two people in that time – me and Joyce, who came in 
1975. In my early days here, the dairy cattle had to pass the 
Brucellosis blood test, then we had TB problems in the 1990s, 
then BSE, then Foot and Mouth 20 years ago. Sometimes it 
was hard.  I even remember the weather! We had good years 
and a good hay harvest in ‘75, ‘76, ‘83, ‘84, 2003, 2006 and 
2018 and bad years with too much rain in ‘74, ‘80, 2007 and 
2012.   

In those 50 years, 54 different people have lived here and 6 people have died here: Major G 
G Best, Felicity Ware, my  mother-in-law Lorna Squires, Bob Edgecombe, my granddad 
James Page and my wife Joyce. Four people that used to live here 
have died in the last 8 months: Peter Ware and his wife Nicky two 
months later, Eileen Priest, who died in Holsworthy, and Joyce. 

Jan Pearson moved to Orchard Cottage with her husband Robin in 
2000, but they’ve now split up. Prior to that Nigel and Wendy 
Marsh and their two children Vicky and Robert lived there from 
about 1991. There’s a well by the front door up there. We’ve still 
got a well too, outside the back door, with a slab over the top. My 
grandfather told me that there was a really bad drought in 1921 
and all the wells dried up. Everyone had to walk across the fields 
belonging to what is now The Thatched House, to fetch water from 
the river and lug it back up the hill in pails. There’s also a well at 
Lashbrook Fields, by the front door. Donald and Eileen Priest used 
to live there with their two children Linda and Sylvia, then they 
sold to Rev. Norman Last and Caroline, who eventually sold to  
Sandra Munckton and Ian McKie. Simon and Elaine McHugh have 
lived there for the last five years.  
Donald Priest used to own what is now The Thatched House and sold it to Gerard Hughes, 
for two thousand pounds in 1971. It was run down in those days. Gerard was living at Little 
Lashbrook then and worked for a gambling club in London. He borrowed money from Nat 
West to do it up, with Bill Nell from Brandis Corner as the builder. He sold it to Major Best 
and Eileen in 1974, for £26,500! It was on for £28 thousand though. Then they sold it to 
Chris and Sue Brown in about 1998. When they split up in 2005, they sold it to Jonathan and 
Glen Headland, who are still there. I’m not sure the Thatched House had a well, but there 
was a communal one up where the electric pole is now, and everyone there used that.”  

Roger, age 2 with grandad 
at Lashbrook Farm 

Roger in 1976, age 23 
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“The little field at the side was originally a pony paddock for Little Lashbrook, but the Head-
lands bought that from the Jacksons in about 2011.  There was no mains water there until it 
was done up in the 1970s, although mains water came here in 1953. Electricity came here 
before I did, but my granddad had to use candles and water from the well and milk churns 
were collected and delivered just outside The Thatched House right up until 1979.  
Over the road, Little Lashbrook was sold to Gerard Hughes and Janine for £4,500 in 1971. 
They had 5 children – Isabella, Eleanor, Rowena, Charlotte and John, all schooled at  
Bradford. They moved in 1976 and sold to Jack and Norma Evans. He worked as a handy-
man at Shebbear College and also drove a minibus. They had two children, Simon and Janet, 
and were here 19 years, eventually selling to Anne and Bill Hill for £110,000. They had a    
daughter, but she never lived here and they eventually sold to Peter and Felicity in 2001. 
The Jackson’s came here in 2010. Little Lashbrook was originally a 30-acre smallholding, 
with a well near the stairs, but when the land was split it was shared between me and   
Lashbrook Fields. My grandfather told me Little Lashbrook belonged to Samuel Johns in the 
1800’s. He was a policeman and is now buried at Thornbury Church. His son, John Johns had 
4 children, William, Annie, Mary and Grace, none of whom married or had children. Annie 
stayed with William on the 30-acre farm all her life, but Mary and Grace went to Exeter to 
work, coming home to retire up at Four Winds, which they built.  All four lived in that  
bungalow and all of them died there, except Annie, who died in a nursing home in 1999. 

When Joyce and I married in 1975, we lived in Lashbrook Cottage and stayed there until 
1989, when we moved up to the farm and Joyce’s mother Lorna moved in. That cottage 
used to have 16 acres before I was born. The derelict cottage up the road now belongs to 
my niece, Sarah, but when I came here Ethel Gilbert, no relation, lived there. She’d been 
there for years and her mother Margaret before her. It had 12 acres in those days and a 
well at the back on the west side, which is now filled in. Margaret died in 1965 and is buried 
at Cookbury Church. I bought the cottage after Ethel died in 1978. 

Moving up the road to Four Winds, this was built in 1942 by Stacey’s Builders of Holswor-
thy, for the John’s family, who lived in Little Lashbrook. They owned the field then and 
wanted to retire there. They had all died by 1965 and it was sold to Stan Gleddon of Brad-
ford. He sold to Barry Gillette and his mother in 1970 and they then sold to David and 
Heather Newman in 1974. They were only here one winter before they sold to Mr. and Mrs. 
Lane, who had a shop in Bude called “Now and Then”. They lived there from 1974 – 1976 
and finally sold to Mary Edgecombe and her then husband Martin and two children, Jane 
and Luke. Mary’s mother and father, Mr. and Mrs. Dobson, from Perranporth also lived 
there. Mr. Dobson died whilst on holiday in France which was a tragedy and Mrs. Dobson 
later went into a nursing home. Martin and Mary eventually parted ways. Bob Edgecombe 
moved there in 1982 after he married Mary. They didn’t have children and after Bob died, 
Mary sold it to Simon Anderson, who lives there now. 

It’s more residential now and there are lots more cars. The road has always been tarmacked 
since I came, but it’s a lot more potholed now, although, in my Grandfather’s time, it was 
just a track. But Lashbrook hasn’t changed that much really. Even though it’s been divided 
up, we’ve still got the land and the farms. And good neighbours.” 
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Helicopter Tales :  Joe Ruprecht 

One of the best jobs in British Army aviation used to be that of a fixed-wing flying instructor 
at the Army Air Corps Centre, Middle Wallop.  There, three or four times each day, the  
instructor would take to the air in a Chipmunk trainer and do his best to teach a student 
pilot how to fly: sometimes meeting with success! 

These instructors invariably had stories to tell – most, if not all, having served as fighter  
pilots during the Second World War.   By the early seventies, however, they were well into 
their middle ages and were afflicted by the various ailments of those years.  Jenks, for  
instance, was so short-sighted that he could only estimate his height above ground when 
landing by noting the change in colour of the grass beneath him.   Chapman was so  
dangerous in low level flying that he once left half of his undercarriage embedded in the 
roof of a hut and had to land using one wheel.   Smith was prone to going to sleep in the air, 
and had to be kept awake by his student. 

Perhaps the most remarkable of 
them all was Joe Ruprecht.  With 
his monocle, Joe looked more 
Prussian than Czechoslovakian – 
his country of birth.  As a pilot, 
after escaping from the Germans 
in 1939, Joe flew throughout the 
war in the RAF.  He returned to 
Czechoslovakia in late 1945 but, 
when the communists took over in 
1948, he, with several others, stole 
one of their own aircraft and  
escaped to the west.  En route 

they landed at a US airbase in Germany and asked for fuel, but they were directed to return 
to Czechoslovakia.  This, of course, they were reluctant to do and so a stand-off ensued with 
the Americans insisting that they return to their own base. A sympathetic officer who had 
ordered them to return to Czechoslovakia told them that their aircraft had been refuelled 
and so long as they headed east after taking off no-one would know if they then turned and 
flew to the west!  They took his advice and ended up in England; Joe eventually became an 
instructor at ‘Wallop. 

Sitting in the back of the aircraft his favourite trick was to remove his control column 
(joystick) and beat his student around the head with it.  (In fact, he carried a spare – but no-
one knew this at the time.)   

My own instructor was different.  He was a young captain on secondment from the  
Australian Army.  I don’t think that we were well-suited, and he certainly bashed me around 
the head – not with a control column but with a heavy plastic navigation ruler.  Mind you, 
this was wholly necessary – given that I needed a stick rather than a carrot to encourage me 
to do as I was told.  
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This part of the course was, for me, relatively uneventful, except for the dog-fight.  It was 
not unknown for student pilots, when flying solo, to arrange to meet others and indulge in 
make-believe dog-fights – pathetically attempting to emulate the exploits of Joe Ruprecht 
and the other ex-fighter pilots.  This was, of course, totally forbidden.  On one such  
occasion, when being pursued by one of my fellows, I took advantage of some thick cloud in 
order to lose him.  The visibility in the cloud would have been no more than a few feet and 
he would not risk following me as I turned through 180⁰ in order to get behind him.  Just 
before emerging from the cloud I looked to my right and saw the wingtip of the other air-
craft almost touching my own: a split second away from disaster (and definitely failing the 
flying course)!   We were so close that I saw the look of terror in the student pilot’s eyes – 
mirroring, no doubt, the similar look in mine!   
 
Nowadays, with the wisdom of years, before I criticise others for doing stupid things,  
I remind myself of that split-second in time.          Roger Lawes 

Let’s show our local rivers some love 
 

The River Waldon rises to the NW of Bradworthy and flows SE  
for around 16 km, it is joined by the Cookbury Stream just before 
meeting the River Torridge near Henscott Bridge. The River  
Waldon and Cookbury Stream catchments cover around 78 km2 
with over 33 km of streams; 40 more water bodies make up the 
Torridge catchment. Rivers and streams are vital in our country-
side as homes and thoroughfares for wildlife and those that  
function naturally are less prone to flooding and more resilient to drought. 

The Environment Agency (EA) is responsible for monitoring rivers and has been reporting on 
the Waldon since 2009.  Like all rivers, it is classified according to various elements including 
fish, invertebrates, water quality and river morphology (shape and structure of the river 
channel). Rivers can be classified as High, Good, Moderate, Poor or Bad – the  original aim 
was that all rivers would be ‘Good’ by 2015, since been put back to 2027.  

How is the River Waldon doing ? 

Sadly, the River Waldon has never reached ‘Good’ status – having been classified as 
‘Moderate’ each year until it was downgraded to ‘Poor’ in 2016. By 2020 it was again 
classed as ‘Poor’.  It is not alone – of the 42 waterbodies mentioned, 9 are ‘Poor’ and the 
other 33 are ‘Moderate’. None were rated as ‘Good’ or ‘High’. The Waldon is failing on 
‘macrophytes and phytobenthos’ (plants living in the river or on the bed) and phosphate. It 
is also failing the chemical tests – but then so is every river in England due to new higher 
standards.  It is classed as ‘Good’ for fish, having dropped from ‘High’ in the latest  
assessments. The ‘Reasons for Not Achieving Good Status’ known as RNAGS are recorded 
for each water body. For the Waldon, sewage discharges and poor livestock management 
are listed – all impacting on aquatic plants and phosphate levels.   (continued overleaf) >>> 
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The Cookbury Stream (which is failing for fish but rated ‘Good’ for most water quality  
elements including phosphate) has poor soil and nutrient management on its list of RNAGS 
instead.  

Rivers across the Westcountry are suffering. Runoff from roads and farmland, sewage  
discharges (both consented and storm overflows), slurry, fertilisers and herbicides all  
contribute pollution. Add in barriers to fish passage (weirs, culverts etc.), disruption to  
natural hydrology due to compacted soils and building development and increasingly  
extreme weather conditions, and there’s never been a time when they needed more  
protection.  Unfortunately, all this comes as funding for the EA has been drastically cut so 
that official monitoring is at an all time low. Five years ago, there were 5 sampling points 
across the Waldon (4) and Cookbury Stream (1) catchments. EA staff would visit quarterly 
or even monthly to check for oxygen, nitrate, phosphate and ammonia and other im-
portant indicators. Since 2019 only one site remains right at the top of the Waldon. It is 
sampled once a month, but it’s hardly representative of the river as a whole.   

This is where YOU come in 

Westcountry Rivers Trust run a volunteer river monitoring scheme called Westcountry CSI 
(Citizen Science Investigations) and we are looking for volunteers to survey the River  
Waldon and other watercourses. We have over 600 people signed up across the whole SW 
and they have logged 1,500 surveys this year alone. We have a couple of volunteers on the 
Waldon – but we need more! We can’t match the analytical rigour of the EA – but we can 
compensate by enlisting the help of local communities. There is a survey form to record 
data on river flows, water level, wildlife spotted and pollution sources. We will suggest  
survey locations nearby and provide water quality test kits to help us to understand river 
health.     Ideally people will survey one or more locations once a month, with each survey 
taking about 15 minutes. 

This information will help us (and you!) to better understand the Waldon and find out 
more about the threats to it. We need to stop viewing rivers as landscape-scale waste  
disposal facilities and work together with communities and government to reverse the  
decline in the health of our rivers.  To volunteer to help show the River Waldon some love, 
or if you’d like to find out more - get in touch with us here at Westcountry Rivers Trust by 
email csi@wrt.org.uk or by  phoning the office on 01579 372 140. 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 Westcountry CSI phosphate testing                Tributary stream to the R. Waldon   
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A New Community Hall for Thornbury  

The Parish Council is delighted to report that we have now reached agreement on the long-
running planning matters with Torridge District Council, allowing us to move forward on the 
two sites for both the old and new halls. 

Old hall site 

The Parish Council has been granted outline planning permission for two dwellings on the 
site of the derelict old hall, the adjacent car park, and a strip of land that is due to be  
transferred to the Parish Council under an out-of-court settlement. We are now working 
with our solicitors to move this legal work to a conclusion. A new valuation will be obtained, 
and in due course, the whole site will be sold to a developer. As a condition of this planning 
permission, we have entered into a Section 106 Agreement with Torridge District Council, 
whereby the nett proceeds from the sale of the site, after all legal and other costs, will be 
applied to the building of the proposed new hall.  This will give the new hall project a  
valuable “kick start”. 

New hall site 

At the same time, we have also renewed the existing outline planning permission granted in 
2019 for the construction of a new community hall for Thornbury, on land that will be gifted 
to the village on the site at Windy Cross. This allows us 4 years to commence work on the 
site.   

The new hall is intended to be the focal point for the whole Thornbury Hamlets community, 
both for charitable work, such as reducing social isolation, but also for lunches, parties and 
classes of all sorts. When we asked residents in 2019, as part of the Parish Plan update  
exercise, 80% of adults who responded said they would attend events at a new hall.  
A quarter of those who responded also said they would be willing to help with fund-raising, 
running a hall or organising events or classes. 

The next step will be to develop the design of the hall, based on input received to date and 
experience of other local halls. We aim to hold one or more public meetings early in 2022, 
to allow residents to look at the outline plans, and to start engaging with those who are 
interested in supporting the project.   

Thornbury Hamlets Community Charity 

In parallel, work continues with the formation of a new charity for the community, which 
will take on most of the charitable activities  for the village. This will include the building, 
ownership and operation of the new hall, but in the shorter term, will also take  
responsibility for fund-raising and organising events in the village such as The Big Lunch and 
the Fun Day. It may also have a role in wider community support, such as the Covid Support 
Group that operated to good effect last year. 

So, although we have reached a significant milestone on the road towards a new hall for 
Thornbury, there is much work still to do, and the involvement of the whole community will 
be essential to make it happen.            More in future editions of the Tatler! 
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From the Chair of the Parish Council 
 
Well, I have to start by saying how pleasing it was to see such a large turnout at the village 
Fun Day and Dog Show. The decision to go ahead was only made two weeks before as the 
Delta variant swept across the country, so a huge thank you has to go to Meg, Paul, Bradley, 
Dave, Paul & Lisa and Liz Marden for the Dog Show, who were left with very little time to 
organise the event. So to everyone who helped on the day and in setting up and removing 
the marquee, a huge thank you. 

The weather also played its part for once, enabling people to socialise outdoors and speak 
to each other as safely as is currently possible. The beer tent does seem to help with this 
and the new site layout seemed to keep everyone closer together including the Dog Show. 
Hopefully with the majority now vaccinated we can perhaps look forward to more village 
events taking place in 2022, including the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations. 

A huge thank you also has to go to Merrill Fox (pictured on our front cover) for the brilliant 
working sheepdog demonstration that she gave. As a sheep farmer, I can only admire her 
training and handling abilities. I just wish that I could get half that control over my own  
collie Fern!!   Over the last eighteen months we have all had to evaluate what is essential to 
life and what is desirable but not essential. At the start of the pandemic only key workers 
were allowed to go to work and for the sheep farmers in our parish, sheep dogs are very 
much key workers. At 62, my quadbike is a very desirable bit of kit, but my collie Fern is 
essential in gathering or moving the flock from different fields. The border collie is the most 
famous but there are different breeds of working dog which includes huntaway and kelpie. I 
hope that you enjoy the pictures of the key workers living and working in the parish. 

Keith Hutchings 

 

Toffee, Fudge, Bart and Buster 

from Kingsford Farm ready to 

go! 

 

 

    

Fern from The Barton 

eyeing the flock 
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Thornbury Dog Show 2021 - Class Winners 
 
Congratulations to all of the winners, and a huge thank you to all of the class  
sponsors, as listed below, who donated some wonderful prizes: 
 
Prettiest girl - sponsored by Theresa Speight – Scruffs Dog Grooming 

1st Edgar Pet with Dot (cocker spaniel), 2nd Jane Bryant with Aria (Collie) 
3rd Laura Thomas with Bella (Jack Russell) 

Handsomest Boy – sponsored by Isabel Pinno - Isabel’s Pet Sitting 
 
1st Lucy Williams with Jasper (Flat coat retriever), 2nd Michael Miller 
with Tarrant (Bearded Collie) & 3rd Chris Akers with Monty (Wire haired fox terrier) 

Best rescue – sponsored by Lynne Hall – K9 Focus 

1st Mary Robertson with Bella (German Shepherd), 2nd Barbara Hunter with Hattie 
(Crossbreed) & 3rd Emma Hale with Teddy (Doodle) 

Cutest puppy (13 weeks-6 months) – Helen Murphy – It’s a dogs life with Murph & Friends 
 
1st Pauline Hill with Jazz (Poodle), 2nd Jack Waters with Fern (cocker Spaniel) 

Coolest trick – sponsored by Lizzy’s Larder 

1st Paul Alexander with Heidi (Bavarian Mountain Hound), 2nd Edgar Pet with Dot (Cocker 
Spaniel) & 3rd Jan Coffin with Rudy (crossbreed) 

Best Local Dog – sponsored by Thornbury Tatler  
 
1st Paul Wyborne with Willow (Basset Hound), 2nd Linda Bond with  Sage (German wire-
haired pointer) & 3rd Helga Bates with Poppy (Jack Russell cross) 

Most competent young handler – sponsored by Rachel Landymore – Haven Dog 
Centre  
1st Jack Waters with Fern (cocker spaniel), 2nd Lexi with Hattie ( crossbreed) & 3rd Olivia 
Williams with Jasper (Flat coat retriever) 

Top Rosettes 
Best in show – sponsored by Thornbury Holiday Park  
Edgar Pet with Dot (Working Cocker Spaniel) 

Best reserve in show – sponsored by Liz Marden - Nature’s Therapies  
Jack Waters with Fern (Cocker Spaniel) 

 
All rosettes were sponsored by Holsworthy Pets &  
Garden Supplies, so a big thank you to Dan for your  
ongoing support. 

   See you all at next year’s show! 
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Thank you to everyone who organised, attended and supported our special day!  So good to see everyone together again in the s

Thornbury Fun Day and Dog Show 2021
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Thank you to everyone who organised, attended and supported our special day!  So good to see everyone together again in the summer sunshine! 

Thornbury Fun Day and Dog Show 2021 
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Thornbury’s roads still need YOUR help! 

The highlight of this quarter has been the new road signs (see p7) and replaced  
fingerposts around the village. These were funded by DCC Highways after lobbying 
by the Parish Council. Your Parish Council continues to press Highways to address 
long-term road surface issues, as well as continuing to report potholes.  However, 
we can’t be everywhere, so if you have a pothole* near you, PLEASE help us by  
reporting it yourself. It only takes two minutes, and it DOES work!   
You can pinpoint the pothole location on their website:   
  www.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/report-a-problem   
  or call them on  0345 155 1004  

Other than from the residents of Lashbrook, I have had no requests for “self help” 
repairs to minor potholes around the village, even though we have plenty of 
“instant repair” material in stock, so I have to assume that you are happy to leave 
them as they are, and wait for them to get worse, or wait until 
Highways get round to doing something.     
Paul Taylor, Road Warden 

*Potholes for fixing by Highways must be greater than 40mm 
deep and 300mm wide 



Thornbury Tatler       September 2021 

 



Thornbury Tatler       September 2021 

 

 RHS Rosemoor:  Summer Meadows 

If you visited Rosemoor during June and July, you would no doubt 
have admired our meadows and you may have pondered on how 
you can create an area of wild beauty in your own garden.  The 
simplest way to create a perennial meadow is in an existing lawn. 
A fertile soil will favour coarse perennials and grasses, so you 
might need to skim off the top layer of turf. If you have poor soil, 
stop any application of fertiliser or weed killer and mow very 
tightly, removing the cuttings, for a year before planting. Yellow 
rattle will help control coarse grasses by parasitising them and 
keeping their growth in check making it easier for wildflowers to 
compete. 

As for species – use the local verges and field edges as your guide. In our meadows we have 
included selfheal (Prunella vulgaris), bird’s-foot trefoil (Lotus corniculatus), lady’s bedstraw 
(Galium verum), greater knapweed (Centaurea scabiosa), ox-eye daisy (Leucanthemum  
vulgare) and meadow buttercup (Ranunculus acris). These species are suited to Rosemoor’s 
heavy clay soil and found in the local countryside. 

Some species such as snakeshead fritillary (Fritillaria meleagris AGM), meadow cranesbill 
(Geranium pratense), betony (Stachys officinalis) and ragged robin (Lychnis flos-cuculi) are 
sadly not as common as they once were and can be helped by adding to your plant list. 
Many species can be bought as plug plants, or you can sow your own plugs. Simple  
broadcasting of seed over an area is more of a hit and miss affair. 

You don’t need a whole field to bring the essence of a meadow into your garden; a patch of 
lawn can support a variety of species and on a small scale is easily managed. Meadows are 
ecologically dynamic; populations of plants will peak and 
trough and some will disappear if conditions are not quite 
right, and some (for example orchids) will appear as if 
from nowhere.                    Images ©RHS/Jason Ingram  
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Thornbury Parish Council 
Minutes of meeting held on 12th August 2021, 8pm, St. Peter’s Church   

 
Those present:  K Hutchings (KH, chair), T. Jollow (TJ), P. Taylor (PT), C. Ward (CW), L. Priest  (LP), 

Coun. J Morrish (DCC), Coun. K. James (TDC) 

21/024. Apologies for absence: L. Serra, G. Tabor 
21/025. Public discussion period : none  
21/026. The minutes of the AGM and the EGM on 26th May 2021 were approved  (LP, CW)
21/027. Disclosure of Interests -  none. 

21/028. Clerk’s Report: Chair signed the schedule of payments and receipts and Clerk’s  
  expenses. Legal costs on formation of a new community charity are £2000 to date. 
  Fun Day nett receipts were £870. KH thanked all those involved in setting up and  
  running the day.  Council agreed to donate £30 to Cancer Research UK, as requested  
  by M. Fox in lieu of a fee (LP/PT). £280 to be sent to Church. Coun. Morrish has  
  allocated a DCC grant of £250 towards future village events. The Covid-19 Grant Fund 
  of £212.20 is retained. 

21/029. Planning actions since last meeting:  
  1/0425/2021/AGMB, Class Q for barn at Windy Cross Farm, approved 
  1/0485/2021/FUL, timber barn, land adj. Branches / Oakleigh, approved  
  1/0383/2021/FUL, Replacement stable building, Four Seasons, approved 
   1/0534/2021/FUL, Tractor store at Lake Park Barn, withdrawn 
  1/1151/2020/OUT, Land at Oaklands Park, 1-2 dwellings, appealed 
  1/0589/2018/OUT, Thornbury old Parish Hall, being considered 
  1/0643/2021/OUT, New Hall site, resubmission, being considered 
   1/0847/2021/AGMB, Class Q for barn on land north of Lopthorne Lodge, TPC has no  
  objection, but will point out the need for the footpath to be maintained at all times. 

21/030. Road Warden Report: TPC has arranged for road signs to be replaced  where missing 
   or damaged. This was funded by DCC. Although recent good work has been done to  
  improve our roads, Coun. Morrish encouraged TPC to continue to press Highways to  
  address remaining ‘black spots’. 

21/031. Neighbourhood Watch Report: A grant for new NHW signs has been received, these  
  will be put up soon. Crime rate remains low in the area. 

21/032. Thornbury Tatler Report: A new editorial team is needed for next year,   
  when Paul & Meg will retire from the Tatler. Details to follow. 
 
21/033. Queen’s Platinum Jubilee – June 2022:  Council proposes to hold the annual Big Lunch 
  and a beacon lighting on this weekend, 2nd – 6th June 2022. Details to be agreed. 

21/034. Reports from County or District Councillors: 
  Council welcomed James Morrish to his new role as our County Councillor. As cabinet 
  member for Investments & Pensions, he oversees £5B of local authority investments. 
  He advised that DCC children’s services have been put in special measures, but adult  
  services are rated as good. He sees no  prospect of the beds at Holsworthy Hospital  
  re-opening but is impressed with the home-based nursing services being delivered. 

  Ken James reported on the opening of the Visitor Centre at Braunton  Burrows,  
  development work in Bideford centre, work to improve and link cycleways, and the  
  Local Plan review, which TDC are leading.    

21/035. Date of next meeting : 11th November 2021 at 7.30, location TBC   
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Our ice cream is made on the farm using 
milk from the Dunstaple Farm Herd and 

natural, local ingredients. We also make a 
vegan friendly ice cream.  

Check our website for the range of  
flavours - www.dunstaple.co.uk 

01409 261106 

  

 

 

 

 
Private Party Catering Service  

Home-cooked traditional Indian recipes 
& Indo-Chinese food, prepared in my  
kitchen, then delivered to your home.  

 My home kitchen has a 5-star food hygiene 
rating from Torridge District council.  

 

Call Jayhsree on 07298182659  
for menus and costs 

Email: kitchensonu@gmail.com  
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Join us at 

“Thornbury 

Tatler” on  

Call me for details of our meetings 

in the coming months! 
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Don’t forget to 

mention that you 

saw them in  

“The Tatler”  

when you contact  

advertisers: their 

support keep us 

free! 
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 EVELYN   
SHARMAN  

 

 

Professional Driving Tuition 
(DVSA ADI)  

 

Tel: 01409 259 848 (Holsworthy)  

Mobile: 07885 352 082  

evelyn.sharman@btinternet.com 
4 Star GOLD Farmhouse Bed & Breakfast 

Complying to all government guidelines. 

Check our website for more details.   
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  Emergency Plan Contact Numbers: 
    
   Chris Ward  S. Wonford - centre    261459  07867 540618 
   Tim Priest  S. Wonford - outlying areas   261673 
   Keith Hutchings Thornbury & outlying areas  261373  07788 140497 
   George Worth Lashbrook & Lopthorne                   281336  07966 486575 
   Trevor Jollow  Woodacott - centre    261291  07773 881110 
   Tony Gifford  Brendon & Forda    261374 
   Stephen Sanders Lower Woodacott     261626   07971  695091 
   Paul Taylor               Plan Coordinator                                261804   07584 720802 
   Steve Bond     Snow Warden   261123   07970 731044 
   Paul Taylor   Road Warden    261804   07584 720802 
 

   General Emergency Numbers: 
 

Police, Fire & Ambulance   Emergencies   999 
Police       Non-urgent     101  
      or email 101@dc.police.uk 
Holsworthy Medical Centre   253692 
Devon Doctors (out of hours)   111 
Stratton Hospital—enquiries  01288 320100 
A&E— Bideford/Barnstaple   01271 322577 
South West Water (leaks)  0800 2300561 
Gas Emergencies      0800 111999 
Electricity Emergencies    105 (cable down etc.) 
Power cuts (Western Power)  0800 3163105 
N.H.S. Direct     111 
Torridge District Council    01237 428700 
D.C.C. Highways     0345 1551004 
Environment -S.W. Agency   08708 506506 
Samaritans     116 123 
Victim Support     0808 1689111 
 
 Your Holsworthy Rural Police team are: 
  Sgt Sarah Jepp, PC Amanda Brown  

       PCSO Mark James  
  Email: torridge@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk  

 
Thornbury Parish Councillors: 
Chair: Keith Hutchings     Vice Chair: Liz Priest 
Trevor Jollow, Gaye Tabor, Chris Ward, Paul Taylor, Lisa Serra 
Parish Clerk:  Paul Taylor 01409 261804 

 

     Get more local information online at www.thornburyhamlets.com 
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