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Welcome to the Winter Thornbury Tatler ! 

 

As I write this we are about half way through our second period of lockdown and 
like many people, l am looking forward to things becoming more relaxed before 
Christmas.  However, I am a great believer in ‘hope for the best but plan for the 
worst’ so I’m still very grateful to live in such a lovely place that feels relatively safe 
and where there is space to go out. 

It continues to be a challenge to bring you an interesting Tatler with very little news 
to actually report on, so we have tried to be imaginative in the content. We are also 
using it as an opportunity to celebrate and promote our local food producers and 
suppliers who have been so important in keeping us fed since March.  They are also 
major supporters of the magazine, so please return their goodwill by buying from 
them.   

We say a sad farewell to the Amelia Bond, who was a stalwart of the village since 
she moved here in 1956 as well as to Margaret Wyatt from South Wonford who 
made her home here in 2015 and just loved it.  They will be missed. 

The picture on the front cover may come as a surprise to the newer residents of the 
village, me included.  Who knew we once had a world-famous museum in the 
village? More on page 8. 

As well as some new food-oriented advertisers (Blagdon Wharf Barn, Hoof to Block, 
Farmer Tom’s Ice Cream and Sonu’s Kitchen), we also welcome Total Balance 
Therapy from Milton Damerel (see p 29).   Thank you all for your support. 

Finally, Paul and I would like to wish all our residents and other readers of the Tatler 
a very Merry Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New Year.   
Meg Galley-Taylor, Editor.  

 
Please send all information, events, announcements and  articles for the Spring  
edition of the Tatler to the Editor by 15th February at the latest.   

Welcome! 

 
To JC Reid and Rachel Robinson-Reid to Coles House, Brendon: we hope you will be 
very happy in the lovely community that is Brendon.  We also send greetings to 
anyone else who has moved in without us knowing.  We are aware that a number 
of house sales have either recently happened or are about to take place so we 
welcome you all.  Please get in touch if we can help and do sign up to the Thornbury 
Tatler Facebook page for the very latest news and announcements. 



Thornbury Tatler       December 2020 

 

 

Thornbury Covid-19 Support Line 

As we go to press in mid-November, the second lockdown is in progress, but a  
vaccine looks like being ready in the coming months. The national and regional  
situation is changing week by week, but at the local level, via the Parish Council, our 
focus remains on ways that we can practically help each other.   

So if you are ill, or are isolating or quarantining (alone, or with your family) and you 
need help with shopping, collecting prescriptions or other urgent matters, please 
contact us at the numbers below and we will try to connect you with someone who 
can help.  Thornbury is a caring community – we can do this together. 
 

  Call Thornbury Parish Council: 

  Paul Taylor:  01409 261804  or  07584 720802         

  Email:  clerk@thornburyhamlets.com 

We are continuing to publish local information relating to Covid-19 and its effects 
on our Facebook group “Thornbury Tatler”, and we urge you to join, even if you 
don’t usually do social media – it’s the fastest way for us to communicate with you.    

Stay well,  Paul  

Forthcoming Events  

All events are subject to the Covid-19  
restrictions in place at the time. 

Dec 12th: Saturday Church (see p5) 

Dec 13th: Drive-In Carol Service     >> 

Dec 18th: Christmas Pizza Night at   
Thornbury Holiday Park. 

The bar at the Holiday Park will be 
closed on Fri 25th / Sat 26th December  
& Fri 1st /Sat 2nd January.  

Watch the Facebook page for 
news of  any events at New Year. 

 

Drive-In Carol Service 

December 13th at 4pm  
in the car park of Bradford    
Village Hall.  All are very      

welcome, and the emphasis 
will be on carol singing!  

Bring your own mulled wine 
and mince pies to consume in 

your car. 
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A tribute to the late Amelia Bond 

Amelia was born at home at Endford House, 
Shebbear, on 30th November 1937 to Reg and 
Beatrice Arnold, as a sister to Doreen. Her dad 
was a master butcher and her mum helped out 
in the butcher’s shop, which adjoined the 
house. Reg qualified at Northampton College 
after WW1, as part of a retraining scheme for 
injured servicemen. He was a rifleman with the 
Devon and Dorset Regiment serving at Ypres 
when he sustained shrapnel injuries, curtailing 
his front line combat.   

Amelia really enjoyed her childhood with mum and dad at home, and lots of customers 
coming to the shop making conversation. Sunday was a special family day when, after 
morning service, they would get in the car and have a family day out to the seaside or the 
moors. She loved her school years, attending Shebbear primary school during the war years, 
meeting new children, including the evacuees from London. At 11 years old she went on the 
school bus to Torrington Secondary Modern, where she met new lifelong friends. On leaving 
school Amelia helped serve in the butcher’s shop, cooked meals and looked after the house.  
The butcher’s shop was also a source of attraction for some of the older Shebbear College 
boys, who would look with interested at the shop window display, but were really hoping to 
catch the eye of the young Amelia behind the counter! Her butchery knowledge gave her a 
lifelong skill to source the best meat for her lovely meals, but she didn’t like sausages,  
because her dad called them little packages of mystery! 

The infamous Buckland Filleigh dances were the favourite place to go to meet your friends, 
have fun and find a partner. There she met and fell in love with William Bond a farmer's son 
from Thornbury and wedding bells soon followed.  

Amelia moved to Week Farm, Thornbury in 1956 
and soon adapted to a busy farm and family life 
with children Steve, Jeremy and Sarah. This, 
along with managing a flock of laying hens kept 
her pretty occupied.  Eggs were collected twice a 
week by Balsdon’s Egg Packers of  Holsworthy 
and the income generated paid the household 
food bill.    

She was secretary of Thornbury Women’s  
Institute, that held monthly meetings in the  
village hall with guest speakers at most meetings. 
She also helped with the refreshments at the 
regular winter dances and the other village hall 
functions.  

Amelia and Doreen 
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Amelia was always on hand at the Methodist 
Chapel coffee mornings, jumble sales and always 
in charge of the cake stall at the annual village 
fete.  Amelia's commitment and dedication to 
Woodacott Methodist Chapel was absolutely 
remarkable.  She arranged the annual Sunday 
School Anniversary, the summer outing, Harvest 
Festival and sell-out Spring and Autumn musical 
concerts. She played the chapel organ almost 
without fail every Sunday for an incredible 52 
years! Along with family life Amelia became an 
exceptional pillar of the community, being a  
valuable member of Bradford School PTA,  
helping to raise funds to build a new swimming 
pool in 1967.  

Amelia left Week Farm and  moved to the  
bungalow "Week Park" in 1993, giving her a new 
lease of life.  She really enjoyed being in the  
centre of the village, where family and friends 
would pop in for a cup of tea and chat. At that 

time Fred and Janet Priest, who lived next door at Parkville, diversified their farm milk round 
business with a farm shop next to the house, selling milk, meat, vegetables, freshly baked 
bread, saffron buns, cakes and sweets. Amelia helped in the farmhouse kitchen baking her 
famous saffron buns, serving in the farm shop, and 
also delivering milk and cream to the local pubs, 
restaurants and businesses.  

The success of the farm shop soon outgrew the 
premises at Thornbury, and a move to larger  
premises in Bodmin street, Holsworthy created The  
Country Dairy Kitchen. Amelia worked there part 
time, which she thoroughly enjoyed, working 
through to her mid seventies. She loved meeting 
and talking to customers and hearing the news.  

Amelia's love of travel took her on the holiday of a 
lifetime to New Zealand to meet her daughter Sarah. 
They spent several weeks touring around and seeing all the sights, returning via California 
and staying with friends. She also went on many coach trips all over England, Scotland and 
Europe with her friends.  She really enjoyed planning days out with the grandchildren to 
attractions and Bude and Westward Ho! beach and looked forward to her weekend trips to 
London with Hayley and Emily.  Amelia was very proud of all the family and loved telling 
everyone what they had all achieved. She loved living in Thornbury and fortunately she died 
in her own house surrounded by her family.             Jeremy Bond for the Bond family 
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Churchwarden’s Blog for St Peter’s Thornbury 

 Dear All, 

'Twas the night before Christmas, when all through the house 

Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse; 

The stockings were hung by the chimney with care, 

In hopes that St Nicholas soon would be there; 

Every year it has now become a tradition to read ‘The Night Before Christmas’ with my  
children. Although they are all much older now, they still enjoy maintaining those things 
that are associated with Christmas for them. This year we are all going to have to adapt our 
Christmas celebrations depending on the guidance which we have all had to follow this 
year. For some this may mean celebrating with different or fewer people and sadly in some 
cases, more may spend this time alone. 

However, I am sure that the power of community spirit, the love people have shown for 
each other and the sheer grit and determination of our parish will ensure that as many as 
possible will have a Happy Christmas. Our loved ones will still love us, our friends will still be 
there for us. Could it be that this Christmas is even that little bit more special as people will 
have to think a little ‘out of the box’ to achieve sending Christmas cheer to their nearest and 
dearest? 

This year has been an exceptional year for many reasons, some negative, but on the whole I 
would like to think that when we look back and reflect that each and every one of us has 
experienced a moment when the love and kindness from others has touched us in some 
way. 

St Peter’s Church are hoping to celebrate Christmas with a socially distanced carol service 
(see page 3) and we may also attempt to have a service on Christmas Day Morning. (please 
see The Tatler and our Facebook page to keep you updated on times and dates) 

 
I would like to wish Each and Every one of you 
a Very Merry Christmas and I very Much Hope 
a Much Happier New Year! 

 

With my Best Wishes, Kirsten 

kirstenchandler@hotmail.co.uk 

01409253150/07855555252 



Thornbury Tatler       December 2020 

 

      SATURDAY CHURCH  

 
While we live through lockdown no 2, we will continue to run    
Saturday Church via Zoom.  We had hoped we might have been 
able to hold a short outdoor event just before Christmas – but that 
is not looking likely right now I’m afraid. 

However we will have our Grand Zoom Saturday Church Nativity 
on Sat 12th December, so please dig out those tea towels, angel 
outfits and shepherd’s crooks and join us online at 10 am.  It would 
be great if you can dress up.  We will have short parts for families/
households to take part in, no lines to learn.  Make sure you have 
your mince pies and mulled wine to hand to join the celebrations. 

If you know anyone, families, friends, neighbours etc who you think 
might like to join our all-age, relaxed worship, please do let them know and we will happily 
forward the joining instructions. Everyone is welcome, the great benefit of using Zoom is 
that they do not have to be local to join in. 

When current restrictions allow we will return to Bradford Village Hall for Saturday Church, 
watch this space to know when.  In the meantime thank you for your support.   
Please watch out on the Tatler Facebook page for further updates. 

Search for  “Thornbury Tatler” 

In Memoriam : Margaret Wyatt (nee Deane) 

Margaret Wyatt of the Old Farmhouse, South Wonford, 
passed away at home on 26th October 2020, surrounded 
by her three loving daughters.  Margaret moved here from 
Somerset in 2015 and was loving the peaceful life and 
beautiful countryside whilst driving her horse Gerald with 
her dogs Snoop and Bob.   
 
Her daughters would like to thank all of you for welcoming 
their mum into the community. 

Many thanks and Best wishes, 
Debbie McKenna (Margaret's youngest daughter) 
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The Devon Museum of Mechanical Music 

In September this year, James Millman from Holsworthy asked on Facebook whether 
anyone remembered the Devon Museum of Mechanical Music that was housed at Mill Leat 
here in Thornbury.  This really piqued my interest, as I found it quite hard to believe, so I 
started to ask around and do some digging. 

We put out a request via Facebook, the local newspaper and asking in the village and many 
people remembered it, but it was all a bit vague in their memories.  I found an online 
reference to the museum on a 1981 LP which gave me the names of the owners of the 
museum: Leach.  This in turn allowed me to find a couple of books in the library, one a 
memoir by Ronald and Sheila Leach written in 1998 after they had left, and the second an 
illustrated guidebook to the museum itself.   

Ronald Leach, born in London in 1925, was an architect who developed an interest in 
mechanical music machines as a boy when fairs visited his home in Ilford in London.  Aged 
about 13, he was on a bus travelling to school down the Mile End Rd in London and saw a 
buskers’ organ in a pawn brokers shop.  He saved up his dinner money and eventually 
bought it for 2/6d.  His parents wouldn’t let him keep it, but he came to believe it was a 
Giovanni Bacigalupo barrel organ worth a great deal of money.  Thereafter the dates of 
when things happened have all been a bit elusive but from various things that I have looked 
at, and reading the memoirs, this is how the museum came to be at Mill Leat.  

In the Late 1960s, Ronald was becoming disillusioned with architecture and visited Devon on 
holiday and had a day out to Cornwall’s museum of mechanical music and had the idea of 
establishing his own museum in Devon.  He had already bought a number of instruments, 
but then acquired an enormous 1919, 84-key organ, made by Theo Mortier of Antwerp.  It 
was 26 feet long, 12 feet high and 5 feet deep, which he then set about restoring.   
He nicknamed it ‘The Trumpeter’ and its restoration is a whole story in itself.   

He had to source a trailer for it and bought a Commer TS3 ex-British Road Service tractor 
unit.  The overall length of the lorry and organ truck was 52 feet 6 inches(16m) with a top 
speed of 25mph.  By 1972 he was taking it out to lots of shows in Kent and raising money for 
charity. In the early to mid-1970s he then started to actively look for a site in Devon and 
nearly gave up hope until he arrived at Mill Leat.  He described arriving to view it as follows: 

‘..we took off down the private driveway to view the last chance.  On our right was a small 
wood which contained the old mill stream, on our left a hedge bordered a large meadow 
sloping down to the river.  At the bend in the drive we saw the house.  An old Devon long 
house, once the abode of the miller.  In fact, the old mill stood about 500 feet away in the 
hollow.  This was a unique water mill, being double ended.  The wheel at one end worked 
the corn mill and the wheel at the other end worked the sawmill.  There were signs of heaps 
of sawdust and old mill stones, but the place had not been used for many years. The present 
owner had spent some considerable time and a lot of money restoring the building and it 
was in immaculate condition.  The property had everything we required, including, separate 
from the house, a barn which the owner had planning permission to convert to holiday 
cottages.’ 
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“The Trumpeter” with one of Ronald’s sons -  see our front cover for a detailed view 

Around 1974 they bought the property and then went on to convert the holiday cottage.  In 
his memoirs he talks of the problems people had in finding the place and the huge number 
of coaches that would come from miles away including the continent, and this is certainly 
something that people in the village mentioned.  Sometime after this the BBC did a feature 
on the museum as did Westward TV.  Some time prior to 1977 they made the decision that 
keeping up the whole estate was too much, so they sold all but the Museum and moved to a 
much smaller house about 4 miles away. In 1978 (I believe) during the bad snow he 
describes walking the 4 miles to check on the museum.  
In 1979 the Reader’s Digest, featured the museum in the 
book ‘The Past around us’ and in Nov 1980 the Illustrated 
London News mentions them in an article along with 2 
other collections of mechanical musical instruments in 
the West Country.   

Around 1986, they decided to retire and then had to 
tackle the huge task of rehoming the exhibits.  ‘The  
Trumpeter’ returned to Belgium and other items went all 
over the world.  Long after the museum had closed its 
doors, the brown tourist signs remained and the museum 
appeared in guidebooks such as that by Reader’s Digest, 
so that disappointed visitors had to be turned away. 



Thornbury Tatler       December2020 

 

<< Ronald Leach with a young visitor 
 
In terms of memories, James’s elder brother Gary  
recalls: 

“I remember riding my Raleigh chopper from 
Holsworthy to Thornbury, about 5 or 6 miles I think? I 
went once with my father and then decided it was a 
good destination for a bike ride most weeks of the 
summer holiday.  I could pop in to see my Gran and 
Grandad and carry on to the Museum. I think Mr 
Leach was impressed I would cycle out to see his    
collection so often and I ended up helping him with 
the demonstrations to the other visitors.  Sometimes I 
would peddle the player piano, other times I would 
wind up the wax drum gramophone, and  when it was 
quiet, he showed me the inner mechanics of the  
fairground organ and explained how it all worked.  To 
be virtually inside the back of the organ when it was in 
full swing was a deafening but exciting experience.  
Levers and wheels clacking and the music at volume 
number 11!  I remember him even taking the covers 
off the player piano and showing me how that worked 
too.  A really nice guy who obviously loved showing 

and explaining everything to interested visitors.  As a very young "engineer to be" it was 
fascinating. I even got to lift the little fingers that went in to the holes in the thick folded 
paper/card that each operated a pipe, trumpet or the arm of the conductor figure on the 
front of the organ followed by a loud note or the clack of the conductor waiving his baton. 
 
He had a couple of player pianos, several 
gramophones and at least one barrel organ that I can 
remember, and of course ‘The Trumpeter’.  My father 
did buy a copy of the LP recording of his collection but 
I've no idea what happened to that. Fond memories 
from a lifetime ago when the sun shone all summer.”  

As you might imagine, I have far more information 
about the museum than I have been able to include 
here, (and we now have a copy of the LP) so please get 
in touch if you want more, or have information or 
memories you would like to share. 

  Meg Galley-Taylor 
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Helicopter tales – never skip breakfast 

Before the unification of Germany there used to be an area near the inner German border 
where military aviators were not permitted to fly unless they had special authorisation.  Any 
attempt to do so resulted in swift interception by NATO fighter jets, together with the threat 
of being shot down!  The area – known as the ADIZ (Air Defence Identification Zone) – was 
established to guard against overflight by Warsaw Pact aircraft.  I can claim to have flown in 
the ADIZ, without authorisation, and survived to relate the tale.  

I was to fly the Commander Northern Army Group (a British general who commanded all 
Belgian, British, Dutch and German ground forces in Germany) on a visit to an international 
training exercise being held not far from the border with East Germany.  On the morning of 
the flight I was well prepared other than that I had no idea of where we were to go.  But I 
knew the Commander well and was not worried, albeit the weather was foul and it was 
raining heavily; visibility was poor and the cloud base very low.  At the appointed hour the 
Commander arrived, together with a whole gang of German army officers – one of whom 
produced a map marked with the first point that we were to visit.  Fine – except that it was 
within the ADIZ (in which I had no clearance to fly), and the rain promptly washed the detail 
from the map.  There was another small complication in that the helicopter was full of fuel 
and could not lift all of the gang at the same time.  I said that we would do two lifts 
beginning, of course, with the commander and his aides.   

So, with weather poor, a very heavy aircraft and only the vaguest idea of where we were to 
go we took off.  The saving grace was that the Commander had, many years ago, completed 
a tour as a helicopter pilot, and we always flew him in an aircraft with dual controls.  This 
meant that he was able to fly the machine whilst I concentrated on where we were going, 
or, at least, where I thought we were going.  By some miracle we found the landing site and, 
after discharging my passengers, I returned to pick up the rest of the party.  This was all 
done at very low level in order to avoid being detected by NATO radar and the 
embarrassment of being shot down. 

The whole business was stressful, and there were other factors involved: I had not been able 
to have breakfast that morning, and I was still suffering from the shock of having had to pay 
a huge sum for dinner the night before, even though 
it was supposed to have been taken care of by our 
hosts.  It was, therefore, with relief that I was able to 
close down after the second trip with the idea that I 
might find something to eat and drink.  But, not yet!  
As I approached a soldier who had guided me in he 
pointed over my shoulder towards some other 
occupants of the field - a dozen or more young bulls 
who were thundering towards us.  They knew 
nothing about the ADIZ, but would have severely 
damaged the helicopter in seconds.   My German 
companion managed to head them off whilst I 
restarted the machine and hopped over a barbed 
wire fence into the field next door.     >>> 
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Now, to my knowledge, in England, farmers do not usually electrify barbed wire fencing.   
On climbing over this particular fence, however, I discovered that they do in Germany.  Not 
only was it live but the current was pretty powerful.  The shock put me onto the ground – 
much to the amusement of the soldier who, presumably, knew about these things.   Rather 
shaken, I asked him if there was anywhere to get some coffee and he pointed out a vehicle 
just visible in the mist and rain.  I banged on the rear door, which opened, exuding clouds of 
cigar and cigarette smoke.  I climbed in and sat down – aware that there were several oth-
ers in the vehicle.  A figure opposite me leaned forward through the smoke and offered the 
opinion that I stank of “Kuhscheisse”.  Odd I thought, until he pointed out the brown wet 
patch on my shoulder - gained when I had fallen when climbing over the fence.  He was 
right.  I did stink of cow s…t.  It was then that I saw, through the cigar smoke, the gold 
symbols on his uniform.  I had not previously met the commander of the German armoured 
corps and was not really given the opportunity to do so at that point.  The door of the 
command post vehicle was opened and I was ejected with the words “stinkender Brit” 
ringing in my ears. I went hungry.  I was thirsty, wet and partly covered in cow dung – but at 
least I did not get shot down.      Roger Lawes 

Fore Street, Holsworthy, by Brian Short of Woodacott. Cards are available from Brian’s 

daughter, Jenny Hyslop, at £2.75 each. Please call or message Jenny on 07484 873243 or via 

Facebook if you want to order, for collection from Holsworthy medical centre staff car park.   
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Remembrance Sunday 2020 

In a brief ceremony,  a socially-
distanced group laid wreaths on 
behalf of the Church and Parish 
Council at the Woodacott War  
Memorial. Arthur Sillifant carried 
the British Legion standard. 

 

Citizens Advice Torridge, North, Mid and West Devon  
 

is a local charity that provides free, independent and  
confidential advice on all subjects to members of the local  
community that require it. In particular to ensure that no-one 
suffers through lack of knowledge of the rights, responsibilities, 
and services available to them, or through any inability to 
express their needs effectively.  
 
As the effects of the coronavirus are felt in Torridge, their service is needed more 
than ever, for issues with employment, benefits, housing, finance and legal issues. 
 
Thornbury Parish Council actively supports them through an annual donation 
towards the costs of their services, and encourages anyone who needs advice to 
contact them. 

Email: info@ruraldevoncab.org.uk or call 03444 111444 (Adviceline)  

You can find more information at www.ruraldevoncab.org.uk 
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A Year in Nature : Autumn 2020 

I have recently purchased a copy of the Mammal Society’s ‘Review of the population and 
conservation status of British mammals’ – a weighty tome which would not perhaps be 
everybody’s go-to choice of bed-time reading…!  However, its findings of animal population 
trends over the last 20 years are very interesting indeed.  Britain has 44 native species, and 
several introductions.  Those introductions include, most recently, the previously extinct 
Beaver and the Wild boar.   

The Beaver primarily occupies riverine and wetland habitats.  
They do not eat fish, being wholly vegetarian eating aquatic 
plants and grasses, as well as the bark, twigs and leaves of 
trees.  Beaver build dams to provide areas of deep water 
where they then build a lodge that is safe from predators.  It 
was nearly extinct in Europe, with only c. 1,200  animals by 
the year 2000.  In Britain, as a result of conservation efforts 
and re-introductions on the River Otter in Devon in 2015, the 
population is now around 400 and increasing.   

A woodland species, the Wild boar was a native, but became extinct by the 13th century.  
The current populations are a result of introductions and escapees derived from unknown 
sources.  These include populations in Kent/Sussex, Dorset, Devon and the Forest of Dean.   

Non-native introductions include the American mink that were 
introduced into our countryside when they escaped or were 
intentionally released from fur farms by anti-fur campaigners, in 
the 1950’s and 60’s.  This had a disastrous effect on our native 
fauna as the mink is a ferocious predator capable of climbing and 
swimming.  It is widely accepted that populations of our native 
Water vole and Otter have been decimated as a direct result of 
predation by mink.  It may be considered fortunate, therefore, 
that mink are now in decline.  

The Mammal Society’s review also tells us there have been 
decreases in the range of Red squirrel, Black rat, Wildcat and Grey 
long-eared bat.  The Red squirrel is our native squirrel, and was 
once distributed throughout the whole of Britain.  In the 1800’s 
Victorians introduced Grey squirrels from North America.  Grey 
squirrels are bigger and more robust than our native red, and they 
quickly out-competed the red for food and habitat and resources,  
pushing the red into sub-optimal habitats.  A virus called  
Squirrelpox is carried by grey squirrels without causing them harm, 
but is fatal to red squirrels and once infected they often suffer a 
slow and painful death. The virus produces scabs and sores in and 
around the eyes, nose, mouth, feet, ears and genitalia. The         
infected squirrel is very quickly unable to see or to feed properly 
and becomes dehydrated and malnourished.  
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A partnership of academics, practitioners and volunteers – known as Red Squirrels United - 
are working together on a programme of red squirrel conservation. This partnership also 
works closely with Saving Scotland’s Red Squirrels to ensure all parts of the UK are involved.  
Local red squirrel conservation projects are taking place with Dorset Wildlife Trust,  
Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust and the Scottish Wildlife Trust. Let’s hope they 
can reverse the decline of this beautiful little creature.   

The Wildcat is our native ‘big cat’, sometimes referred 
to as the Highlands Tiger!  It has a patchy distribution 
in Scotland where it relies upon a mosaic habitat  
comprising broad-leaved and conifer woodlands, and 
open marginal farmland habitats.  The cause of its  
decline is mainly due to hybridisation with domestic 
and feral cats.  Indeed, the true number of wildcats left 
in the wild may be over-estimated by the amount of 
hybrids present.  In the 1990’s it was determined that 
400 individuals were present, by the mid-2000’s this 
number had reduced to between 115-314.  The 

critically low numbers result in a loss of genetic diversity, and this depleted genetic integrity 
reduces the species' ability to adapt to changing environments and to respond to illness. 
Sadly, however, it is considered that the population of true wildcats has passed critical 
point, and cannot be saved.  All conservation efforts now are focussed on saving the 
remaining animals.   

There has also been a decline in populations of Hedgehog, Dormouse, Rabbit and Water 
Vole. The reasons for the decline in Hedgehog are not fully understood, but theories 
include loss of woodland copses, hedgerows, reduction of invertebrates through pesticide 
use, secondary poisoning through the use of slug pellets and others, and roadkill.  There is 
also a developing theory that the increase in the badger population, due to legal protection, 
may have impacted negatively upon hedgehog, as badger is its main predator. Around 
Woodacott I have observed many hedgehog, and I regularly feed them on the build-up to 
winter hibernation.  However, we are lucky, as they are almost absent in great swathes of 
our countryside.  We can all do our bit to help our local hedgehog population: feed them 
cat food or dog food in autumn, make a hedgehog hibernation box, leave corners of our 
garden uncut to increase ground vegetation, be extremely careful when using slug pellets, 
and make hedgehog gates (small openings) between our garden fences so that hedgehog 
can access a wider territory.  And please always check your bonfire pile before lighting!! 

The dormouse is probably one of our most iconic mammal species.  Superbly cute, it has 
been the flagship species for many conservation projects. It is found throughout south west 
England and Wales, its habitat is primarily woodland, woodland edges, and hedgerows.  
They  require a spring, summer and autumn food resource including flowers, berries, buds, 
nuts and seeds.  The remarkable aspect of this species is that it lives exclusively within the 
tree canopy all year, except in the winter when it hibernates on the ground!  This obviously 
makes it extremely vulnerable to predation – and is the reason why it is not found >> 
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in wetland areas.  It is estimated that Dormouse numbers have de-
clined between 40-60% over the last 30 years, reasons being cited as 
loss of woodland, loss of hedgerows and unsympathetic  
management of hedgerows.   

But it’s not all bad news!  Among native and naturalised species 
there have been increases in the range of Otter, Polecat and Pine 
marten, Deer, and Horseshoe bat.  Otter, Badger, Polecat and Pine 
marten all belong to the mustelid family.  The 

Polecat’s diet is mainly rabbits and rats, but they are also fond of  
chicken, and they were hunted almost to extinction during the 18th and 
19th centuries.  Indeed, the name ‘Polecat’ comes from the French 
word ‘poule-chat’ meaning chicken-cat.  Anybody who has kept ferrets 
will tell you that mustelids can be rather smelly – due to a secretion 
from the anal glands as a defensive response  – and this has done  
nothing to help the polecat’s cause – in Georgian times calling  
somebody a ‘polecat’ was considered to be the highest insult!  By the 
20th century only a few small populations remained in Wales, Herefordshire and Shropshire.  
Legal protection and controlled use of poisons, has enabled the Polecat population to  
recover and spread.  They  have also bred with escapee domestic ferrets.  Post mortems and 
inspections of road-kill animals have determined the genetic origin, and the extent of spread 
of ‘true’ polecats.  There are now good populations throughout west England as far south as 
Devon.  A small number are appearing in Cornwall.  There are few records in Scotland. 

Pine martens, on the other hand, are mainly concentrated in 
Scotland and north England, with populations in central to 
north Wales.  They are omnivorous eating carrion, berries, 
bird’s eggs, insects and small mammals such as field voles.  
Females give birth, in the Spring, to between 1 and 5 young, 
called ‘kits’.  Young stay with their mother until Autumn when 
they disperse.  The best, and most obvious, way to tell polecats 
and pine martens apart is their facial markings.  A polecat has a 
white muzzle with a black ‘bandit’s mask’ around the eyes, 

whereas a pine marten has a black face and white bib.   

The last word will be given to a species that residents of Thornbury and  
Woodacott may frequently see – the Brown Hare. Hares take on a sur-
prising variety of roles in folklore, myth and legend. There are hares as 
goddesses and the companions of  goddesses, messengers, fertility 
symbols, and tricksters. They’re  associated with Easter and eggs, with 
madness in March, with the moon, with the elixir of life, with the last 
corn standing at harvest-time, with sacrificing themselves in fires, and 
with shapeshifting and  witchcraft.  Fortunately, our Hare population is stable.  So let’s hope 
this is one species at least, that we can delight in seeing for a long time yet!    

Happy wildlife watching!     Dee 
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Focus on Food: Thornbury’s Local Suppliers 
 

One of the key lessons we have learnt 
from the pandemic is the importance of 
our local food producers and suppliers. In 
our corner of Devon, we are blessed with 
a wide variety of specialist growers,  
producers and outlets, and it is now more 
important than ever that we support 
them and put our money into the local 
economy, rather than the national   
supermarkets.  On the following pages 
you can see the adverts from the suppliers who support the Tatler, and help to keep 
this magazine free to every household in the parish: please support them in turn, as 
well as all the other local businesses listed.  

The Spit Roast Specialist is an established family business based in Lashbrook with a 
reputation for friendly and efficient service. From private parties to corporate  
functions, we cater for all occasions, using only the finest local produce.  
Call Jonathan Headland on 01409 281959 for a free, no obligation quote.  
Email: thespitroaster@hotmail.com. 

Sonu’s Kitchen provides an exclusive Private Party Catering Service. Specialising in 
home-cooked traditional Indian recipes/Indo-Chinese food (unique to Kolkata,  
India) which is prepared in my kitchen, then delivered to you at home.  All my food 
is freshly prepared with local ingredients where possible. I can arrange a collection 
from my home or a delivery to your location. During the pandemic, I can provide 
“heat and eat” food. I also provide snack selection boxes for buffets.  Why not send 
some prepared food to friends and family? My home kitchen is now registered and I 
hold a 5-star food hygiene rating from Torridge District Council. Ring Jayshree for 
costs and menus on 07298182659 or email: kitchensonu@gmail.com  

The Happy Pear, Simply Cheese & Deli, Holsworthy Pannier Market, 07949 
409298. A quality greengrocers, selling local and British produce, plus local artisan 
products. They also recently took over the Cheese Shop in the Pannier Market from 
Derek & Judith Stratton. 

Will and Andrea Dunn of Underdown Farm, 01837 851271. Delivery of milk, cream, 
eggs, potatoes, juice and more.  The dairy now proudly produces milk, butter,     
yoghurt, cream and much more, delivering to shops, schools, garages, Cafes,  
businesses and doorsteps. www.underdowndairy.co.uk 
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 During lockdown we can deliver 
our Farmer Tom’s Ice Cream  

to your door. 

Minimum order £25 + VAT 

Check our website for the range of  
flavours - www.dunstaple.co.uk  

and call  01409 261106  
to arrange delivery 

 

 

 

 
Private Party Catering Service  

Home-cooked traditional Indian recipes 
& Indo-Chinese food, prepared in my  
kitchen, then delivered to your home.  

 My home kitchen has a 5-star food hygiene 
rating from Torridge District council.  

 

Call Jayhsree on 07298182659  
for menus and costs 

Email: kitchensonu@gmail.com  
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 Blagdon Wharf Barn  
is a small, no till farm of about 4 acres 
near Holsworthy. We grow fruit &  
vegetables from seed to plate for our 
CSA's, Markets & Preserves. We provide 
veg boxes on a weekly basis with free 
delivery within a 15-mile radius from the 
farm.  

With a passion to have our children  
eating local fresh produce and knowing 
where their food comes from, it’s with 
hard work and dedication we decided to 
share our love for local food and farming. 
We believe the best way to grow healthy, 
nutrient-dense food – as well as grow 
plants that are resilient against pests – is 
to farm organically. 

We would like to grow local produce that 
you wouldn’t normally see in your  
supermarkets, while maintaining the 
wholesome and sustainable produce that 
gets the family going through the month. 
We will always grow at least one other 
vegetable that you can try on your plate 
that you wouldn’t normally try. We want 
you & your family to eat well. 

 
Hoof to Block, Thorne Farm, Holsworthy, EX22 7JD, 07488340258. See opposite.  
Beef, lamb, pork, poultry. “We are passionate about sourcing and supplying produce 
reared locally and bringing it directly to your door just how you like it. Meet us at  
Holsworthy Market, or come to our farm shop.” www.HooftoBlock.co.uk 

Heather and Chris Purvis at Blagdon Wharf Barn Farm, 01409 259151. See above. CSA 
veg boxes, preserves, hampers. We can deliver within a 15 mile radius of Holsworthy, 
or meet us at Holsworthy Market each Wednesday. www.blagdonwharf.co.uk 

Farmer Tom’s Ice Cream, Dunstaple Farm, 01409 261106. “Our ice cream is made on 
the farm using our own fresh, whole milk, and double cream which is sourced from 
local dairies. All the ingredients used, including flavourings and colours, are natural 
and of the highest quality. Now with over 40 flavours.“  See opposite for delivery offer. 

Alex’s Wood Fired Pizza, 07967 000396. Alex’s pizzas are a regular event at  
Thornbury Holiday Park, and other venues in the area, also available for private  
functions.  Visit Alex’s Facebook page for latest news and dates. 
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Hand-shaped Neapolitan pizza 
with a range of tasty toppings. 
Regularly at Thornbury Holiday 
Park and other local venues. 

Contact Alex on 07967 000396 
or go to Facebook for details  

of dates and places in the area 

Richard and Ruth Kelsey of Hallwood Farm, 01837 811762.  
Weekly veg box deliveries, plus our own meat, as well as milk, cream etc.  “Here at 
Hallwood Farm we have 50 acres on the outskirts of Petrockstowe. All of our meat 
and c. 90% of our vegetables is grown here at Hallwood Farm. The emphasis is  
always on own, local and seasonal first but in order to provide a wider choice we 
buy produce from other local farms and food producers and everything else from  
further afield comes from our wholesaler in Cornwall.”  Hallwoodmail@gmail.com 

Mike & Lizzy Kirby at Blackberry Farm Shop (Lizzy's Larder) 01409 261440.  With a 
well-stocked shop and a delivery service, Lizzy has transformed her business during 
the pandemic with contactless collection and a delivery service. “Food miles are 
very important to us and the food sold in our shop or served in our tearoom is  
either grown on the farm or sourced locally where possible. We sell our own award 
winning beef and lamb as well as local pork, free range chicken, duck & wild game. 
We make our own sausages & burgers and use our homegrown and locally sourced 
ingredients in all our cooking. In our farm kitchen we freshly bake our own sausage 
rolls, scotch eggs, ready meals, pies and pasties.” www.blackberryfarmshop.co.uk 

Ruby Oak Park Café,  01409 221580. Serving breakfast, lunch and early evening 
meals as well as a coffee bar, at the fitness and leisure centre, also a conference and 
meeting room. www.rubyoakpark.co.uk 
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Do you want to be a Governor ? 
 
Holsworthy Academy Committee (AC )are looking for some new Governors 
and now is exactly the right time to be involved, as Education seems to be a 
headline topic every week ! 

At Holsworthy AC, we are responsible for Holsworthy Community College 
and the 3 Primary Schools at Bridgerule, Bradford and Black Torrington. We 
are part of the Dartmoor Multi Academy Trust which comprises 16 schools 
and over 5000 pupils! 

The work of a Governor is very rewarding and enjoyable but difficult to     
explain in a few lines….so please contact the Co Chairs of Holsworthy AC as 
follows to get some more information : 

Kate Scrivener        Kscrivener@hcc.devon.sch.uk 
Ken Watson            Kwatson@hcc.devon.sch.uk 
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Thornbury Parish Council—Minutes of meeting, 16th September 2020 at 7.30pm via Zoom  

Those present:   Keith Hutchings (KH), Gaye Tabor (GT) (Chair), Liz Priest (LP), Lisa Serra (LS),  
    Trevor Jollow (TJ), Paul Taylor (PT) (Clerk), Barry Parsons (DCC) 
 
20/009. Apologies for absence : C. Ward 

20/010.. Public discussion period : none  

20/011.. The minutes of the EGM held on 1 July 2020 were approved by the meeting (LP proposed, LS 
seconded) and signed by the Chair. 

20/012. Disclosure of Interests - none. The Chair asked the Clerk to refresh the register of members’ 
interests. 

20/013. Planning actions since last full meeting: 
 1/0579/2020/AGR, Westlakes, EX22 7DR, Application Permitted 
 1/0285/2020/FUL, Homeleigh, Thornbury, Application Permitted 
 1/0170/2020/LBC, Roseland, Woodacott, Application Permitted 
 1/0589/2018/OUT, Thornbury Parish Hall, Application is being considered 

The meeting discussed the government proposals to change the national planning system, which 
would probably impact the Torridge Local Plan – the public consultation period ends in November 
2020. TPC to follow up  with TDC in due course. 

20/014. Clerk’s Report: 
Finance Report – The schedule of payments and receipts to date for the current financial year was 
approved.  The sum of £388.26 is currently held in the Covid-19 Fund, against possible future needs. 
The interest  rate on TPC’s reserve bank account has been reduced to 0.01%: the meeting asked the 
Clerk to investigate alternatives for a better interest rate, with security, and get approval from the 
Chair and Vice-Chair to a move  (proposed GT, seconded LP). 
Covid-19 Local Outbreak Management Plan: this is a county-wide plan, between the councils and 
health services. There is no specific role for parish councils, so TPC will continue with the local support 
plan as used in  the lockdown, should the need arise. 
Correspondence received: various bulletins relating to Covid-19 continue to be posted on social 
media. 
 
20/015. Road Warden report.  TPC expects the “dragon patcher” to be active in the parish in the  
Autumn. Specific repairs to the Cranapool -Thornbury Manor road are due in November. A further 
supply of pothole repair material is now in stock and  available to residents for “self-help” repairs. 

20/016. Parish Plan update – status report. The meeting agreed that as the new hall project is central 
to future plans  for the parish, and there are no other new major actions arsing, we will delay the 
release of the updated Parish Plan until the legal and planning position is clearer. 

20/017.Reports from County or District Councillors  
Coun. Barry Parsons gave an update to the meeting on the work at DCC  relating to Covid-19, and the 
situation with testing and in particular at care  homes.  He also asked our opinion of remote council 
meetings (the meeting agreed that they are working well enough for our needs) and the Black Lives 
Matter work at DCC, which was discussed at length. 

20/018. Date of next meeting. The next meeting will be in November 12th at 7.30pm, via Zoom.  
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Thornbury Parish Council—Minutes of meeting, 12th November 2020 at 7.30pm via Zoom  

Those present:    K Hutchings (Chair), P. Taylor, L. Serra, L. Priest, T. Jollow,  
     K. James (Torridge DC), B. Parsons (Devon CC) 

20/019.   Apologies for absence : G. Tabor, C. Ward    
20/020.   Public discussion period - none 
20/021.   Minutes of the previous meeting were approved and signed by the Chair. 
20/022.   Disclosure of Interests - none 
    Changes to members’ declared interests – update from G Tabor   

20/023.   Planning actions since last full meeting: 
    1/0900/2020/FUH, Single storey replacement extension to front  
    Cross Parks, Woodacott – no objection. 
    1/0866/2020/AGR, Building for agricultural storage and tractor store, Land , Woodacott    
    Cross (Lake Park Barn) – Clerk to contact Planning Officer. 
    1/0589/2018/OUT, Thornbury Parish Hall, Application is being considered 
    Lashbrook Noise Abatement / Planning appeal – decision due November. 

20/024.   Clerk’s Report: 
    Finance Report: Chair approved the schedule of payments and receipts. 
    Council voted to give £100 to CAB, £50 to N Devon Records Office. 
    Covid-19 Grant expenditure: Council agreed to fund part of costs for latest Tatler and  
    postage out to every household. 
    Investment review: Clerk has been unable to find a better and secure rate for TPC deposits at 
    this time – continue to monitor situation. 
    Covid-19 Local Outbreak Management Plan – parish will continue to offer local help, to  
    complement County and District funded activity. 
       
20/025.   Precept for 2021/22: Clerk advised that the precept has not been raised since 2017. To help 
    meet costs to develop the new hall site, Council agreed to seek a 5% increase. 
 
20/026.   Road Warden report: Part of Thorne lane has been completely renewed outside Thorne    
    Farm. The “dragon patcher” is now active in the parish, from Strawberry Bank to Thornbury 
    Manor, and various other areas are planned.  Potholes are being filled on request, although 
    some chasing is needed at times – residents are urged to report any potholes near them. We 
    have a new stock of DIY pothole material, and residents of Lashbrook are very active in 
    maintaining their lane.   
    Definitive Map Review of PROW – no changes are currently expected. 

20/027.   Reports from County or District Councillors  
    Ken James reported on the latest Covid-19 situation, a favourable financial position for  
    Torridge DC, changes to the structure of Planning which will give greater focus and  
    accountability, and ongoing work related to Holsworthy Leisure Centre ( Barry Parsons also 
    involved). 
    Barry Parsons stressed the impact of Covid-19 on unemployment and furloughing in  
    Torridge, and the central funding of £2M received by DCC to support meals for children, and 
    plans for kids’ clubs etc. The improvements to the North Devon Link Road are being largely 
    funded by central government (£60M) and work will start soon. 

20/028.   Date of next meeting: Thursday 11th February 2021, at 7.30. Location to be advised. 

    The meeting closed at 9.10 pm. 
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Fused & Stained Glass Gifts and Jewellery 

Including Xmas decorations, pictures and jewellery 

Handmade to order in Thornbury in colours of your choice 

Call Meg on 261804 or email meg@taylor.it 

Join us at 

“Thornbury 

Tatler” on  
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has recently been opened in Milton 
Damerel by Vicky Percival. 

She offers massage therapy to help 
address the aches and pains many 

people suffer from in life.  
Clients all have an initial 

assessment and a rehab programme 
to give them the best chance of a 

pain-free life. 

Full Covid-19 precautions are in place 
and Vicky is registered to offer a  

service during lockdowns. 
 

07590830166 
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Don’t forget to 

mention that you 

saw them in  

“The Tatler”  

when you contact  

advertisers: their 

support keep us 

free! 

Bradford Primary School PTA 

 

 

 

Christmas is coming! Sadly no Bingo or 

School events this year, so how about a 

little sparkle & festive cheer with  

12 chances to win £5,000 

Tickets cost £3 each  

and will be entered into ALL 12 draws. 

Our PTA will get 50% of each ticket sold. 

To buy please visit: 

 

www.bigptaraffle.co.uk 

and search for Bradford Primary School 

Many thanks for supporting us,  

good luck!   
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 EVELYN   
SHARMAN  

 

 

Professional Driving Tuition 
(DVSA ADI)  

 

Tel: 01409 259 848 (Holsworthy)  

Mobile: 07885 352 082  

evelyn.sharman@btinternet.com 
4 Star GOLD Farmhouse Bed & Breakfast 

Complying to all government guidelines. 

Check our website for more details.   
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  Emergency Plan Contact Numbers: 
    
   Chris Ward  S. Wonford - centre    261459  07867 540618 
   Tim Priest  S. Wonford - outlying areas   261673 
   Keith Hutchings Thornbury & outlying areas  261373  07788 140497 
   George Worth Lashbrook & Lopthorne                   281336  07966 486575 
   Trevor Jollow  Woodacott - centre    261291  07773 881110 
   Tony Gifford  Brendon & Forda    261374 
   Stephen Sanders Lower Woodacott     261626   07971  695091 
   Paul Taylor               Plan Coordinator                                261804   07584 720802 
   Steve Bond     Snow Warden   261123   07970 731044 
   Paul Taylor   Road Warden    261804   07584 720802 
 

   General Emergency Numbers: 
 

Police, Fire & Ambulance    Emergencies   999 
Police       Non-urgent     101  
      or email 101@dc.police.uk 
Holsworthy Medical Centre   253692 
Devon Doctors (out of hours)   111 
Stratton Hospital—enquiries  01288 320100 

   Stratton Hospital—MIMI   01288 320101 
A&E— Bideford/Barnstaple   01271 322577 
South West Water (leaks)   0800 2300561 
Gas Emergencies      0800 111999 
Electricity Emergencies    0800 4085500 
Power cuts (Western Power)  0800 6783105 
N.H.S. Direct     111 
Torridge District Council    01237 428700 
D.C.C. Highways     01392 383329 
Environment -S.W. Agency   08708 506506 
Samaritans      08457 909090 
Victim Support     0845 3030900 
 
  Your Holsworthy Rural Police team are: 
  Sgt Sarah Jepp, PC Amanda Brown  

      PCSO Mark James  
  Email: torridge@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk  

 
Thornbury Parish Councillors: 
Chair: Keith Hutchings     Vice Chair:  Gaye Tabor 
Trevor Jollow, Chris Ward, Liz Priest, Paul Taylor, Lisa Serra 
Parish Clerk:  Paul Taylor 01409 261804 

 

     Get more local information online at www.thornburyhamlets.com 
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