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Welcome to the Autumn Thornbury Tatler ! 

 
This is our second ‘pandemic’ Tatler and whilst restrictions have eased somewhat, things are 
still very far from normal.  We report on the Virtual Dog show, for which we are grateful to 
Liz Marden, Dan Baseley and JJ Conway and you can read two more of the stories that were 
runners-up in our writing competition earlier this year. 

At the time of writing, the problems with exam grades are still being resolved and we would 
like to wish all the very best to any young people who are hoping to move on in their 
education.  It is therefore gratifying to be able to report on one success in the village, that of   
Henry Akers of Roseland who has obtained his Master’s Degree in Mathematics, from the 
University of Northumbria, after studying in Newcastle, Osaka & Daegu (Korea).  

This edition brings two new advertisers, the Body Shop online and New Tricks dog training 
and pet services, so please support them, as income from advertising pays for the 
production of the Tatler.  I am also pleased to report that ‘Ring and Ride’ will be back in 
action from 1st September and you can see their timetable on their website. 

This edition has a number of nature-related articles which I hope you will enjoy as we have 
all spent more time out and about in our beautiful local area; we are lucky to have been 
here in recent months.   

There is also an appeal for old photographs and stories from the 1920’s for a Devon-based 
research project that you can read about on page 18.  Perhaps now is the time to dig out 
those old photos and get them scanned.  We can always help you to do that if you don’t 
have the equipment.  

Please send all information, events, announcements and articles for the Winter edition of 
the Tatler to the Editor by 15th November at the latest.   

Meg Galley-Taylor, Editor.  

Call 261804, or email to: tatler@thornburyhamlets.com 

In Memoriam 
 
Simon Lindley  
We were very sorry to hear of the death of Simon Lindley of Ashleigh Cottage.  Simon and 
Valerie had not been in the village very long, but we send our condolences to the family.  

Rosemary Pateman 
Rosemary passed away peacefully at home at Forda on Monday, 22nd June 2020. 

She was well known in Woodacott and surrounding areas, being seen riding her horses or 
walking her dogs and always ready to stop for a chat, and will be missed by many friends. 

Ray and her daughters Karen and Susan take this opportunity to say thank you all for your 
kindness and support for our sad loss of a wonderful lady.   Love Ray, Karen and Susan. x 

We welcome a new family to Cross Parks in Woodacott. We hope you will be very happy in 

the village and we look forward to meeting you. 
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Thornbury Covid-19 Support Line 

As we go to press in mid-August, the Thornbury Hamlets (along with most of Devon) 
continue to see little medical impact from the pandemic, although the impact on 
businesses and employees is starting to increase, as the furlough scheme winds 
down and the recession bites. The national situation is changing week by week, but 
at the local level, via the Parish Council, our focus remains on ways that we can 
practically help each other.   

So if you are ill, or are isolating (alone, or with your family) and you need help with 
shopping, collection of prescriptions or other urgent matters, please contact us at 
the numbers below and we will try to connect you with someone who can help.  
Thornbury is a caring community – we can do this together. 
 

 Call Thornbury Parish Council: 

 Paul Taylor:    01409 261804  or  07584 720802         
 Gaye Tabor: 01409 261100  or  07870 599951 

 Email:  clerk@thornburyhamlets.com 

We are continuing to publish local information relating to Covid-19 and its effects 
on our Facebook group “Thornbury Tatler”, and we urge you to join, even if you 
don’t usually do social media – it’s the fastest way for us to communicate with you.    

Stay well,   Paul Taylor, Clerk to Thornbury Parish Council 
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Holsworthy Library 
 
We are pleased to report that Holsworthy Library is now open for book browsing and  
computer and photocopier use. We have worked hard to reconfigure the space and make it 
Covid secure and our customers tell us it's spacious, welcoming and easy to use. Staff are 
enjoying seeing familiar faces back in the building and checking books out to people - we 
really missed our customers! We are initially opening with slightly reduced hours:  
Monday  2-4, Wednesday 10-12 & 2-4, Thursday 10-12 & 2-4, Saturday 10-12. 

Things will of course be a little different so here is what to expect when you visit: 
Only one customer (or household) in the library at a time for browsing so you may have to 
queue outside. Staff will be on hand to call you in and explain how the new system 
works. Customers are required to wear a face covering (unless exempt).  

Computer access is available but it's recommended that you book in advance. Staff will no 
longer be able to assist with computer use (because of social distancing) but a FAQ shortcut 
is available on the desktop. Computers will be sanitized after each use. 

For customers who want us to select books on their behalf our contact-less Choose and 
Collect service will still be available to collect from the foyer. Call or email us to book a slot. 

The new layout creates more space and the children's area is particularly different as the 
picture and board books are not on display. We have instead prepared "grab and go" book 
bundles for our younger readers and can put orders together in advance. The experience for 
children visiting the library will differ but, the same friendly staff faces are still here! 

We hope this reassures customers that the library is still as safe and welcoming as always. 
Staff will be on hand to answer any questions or you can call us on 01409 253514 or email 
holsworthy.library@librariesunlimited.org.uk.  If you have any questions or queries please 
do get in touch - we are, as always, friendly and happy to help! 

Events in and around Thornbury 

The Cider & Pasty Walk has now been cancelled, so I’m afraid there have been no 
formal village events this year. However, the bar at Thornbury Holiday Park will be 
open on Friday & Saturday, 6-10pm for the rest of this year. 
 
4th September, 6-9pm  Pizza Night, Thornbury Holiday Park 
16th September, 7.30pm,  Parish Council Meeting (via Zoom) 
18th September, 6-9pm  Pizza Night, Thornbury Holiday Park 
25th September, 10am  McMillan Coffee Morning, Thornbury Holiday Park 

“Live” church services have also resumed—see opposite for details of the 
current arrangements. Saturday Church continues online only, see page 6. 
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Churchwarden’s Blog for St Peter’s Thornbury 

In my last article for the Tatler I talked about Spring and how it’s a time for reflection and 
looking forward to the year ahead and all the things you would like to achieve. Who would 
have believed that we were going to experience such a difficult time? The last few months 
for us all have given us challenges, worries and probably, at times, despair. 

In thinking about what to write for this article, the modern Hymn by Sydney Carter ‘When I 
needed a Neighbour’ (were you there?) was one of the first things that came to mind. I 
always like to look at the positives if I can and this hymn seemed to resonate for me. I have 
heard so many stories of the amazing community spirit that has been generated by the 
pandemic; the thoughtfulness and care that people have taken to think of each other; 
getting basic provisions and collecting prescriptions, all of which have presented many 
challenges. 

As a supermarket worker before the lockdown, like many people I was concerned about 
panic buying and toilet rolls disappearing before even getting on the shelves. It didn't take 
us long to realise that toilet rolls were the least of our worries!  Many have faced extra 
challenges, missing visiting family and friends, having to learn how to use Zoom (if your 
internet speed is even fast enough!!), becoming a teacher to your own children, worrying 
about the safety of family and friends who live far away and in areas more badly affected by 
Covid. 

This brings me back to the words of the hymn ‘When I needed a Neighbour’. I would like to 
think that the effects of Covid have absolutely proven that Thornbury parish and 
surrounding areas have excelled in the most amazing community spirit, pulled together and 
endeavoured to provide support in whatever shape or form it was needed. I am sure there 
are many who are grateful for the help received. In turn, I would like to think that those 
who have provided support have felt a sense of pride and purpose in helping in a 
challenging time. 

Thornbury Church is now open for services. We are having alternate Morning 
Prayer and Communion every Sunday for the foreseeable future at 11.30 am. 
  
Everyone is welcome, even if you just want to sit 
quietly but not take part. As a church we are very 
aware how isolated some may have been feeling and 
want to emphasise your church is there for you. All 
safety measures are being followed and the use of 
masks is required. 

With my Best Wishes,  Kirsten 

kirstenchandler@hotmail.co.uk 

01409253150 or 07855555252 
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Thornbury Parish Council News 
 
Very little to report this quarter: following the cancellation of May’s AGM, an EGM 
was held on 1st July, (via Zoom) with the sole business of approving last year’s 
financial accounts (a statutory obligation).  

The next TPC meeting is scheduled for 16th September at 7.30pm, and will be held 
via Zoom. Members of the public who wish to attend should contact the Clerk for 
details. 
       

Saturday Church will continue via Zoom at least for the next couple of months 
and we look forward to returning to our usual venue of Bradford Village Hall as 
soon as we possibly can.  We will let you all know as soon as a decision is made to 
return to the hall. 

Our next Saturday Church will be on Sat 12th Sept, at 10 am – which will be our 
6th Birthday, and then Oct on Sat 10th again at 10 am via Zoom. 

If you would like the link for the service just drop an email to either Liz at 
liz@kingsfordfarm.plus.com or Sandra at sandraviahercules@outlook.com. 

Church Flowers 

At the moment, as reported in Kirsten Chandler’s Blog on page 5, there are weekly 
services at St Peter’s Church in Thornbury.  If anyone would like to volunteer to 
help Lins Hutchings with putting flowers in the church ready for the services, please 
contact the Tatler via tatler@thornburyhamlets.com.  No great flower arranging 
skills are needed and just a few flowers from your garden is all that is needed to 
brighten the church up and make it welcoming to visitors.   Meg 

Neighbourhood Watch in Thornbury Hamlets 
 
There have been a number of sightings of suspicious vehicles in the Hamlets over 
recent weeks.  If you do see anyone acting suspiciously, by all means report this on 
our Facebook page to alert others, but also let the Police know, so they can collate 
information and act as needed.  The easiest way to do this is via their 101 email 
which is 101@dc.police.uk.  You can phone 101 but experience shows this can be 
very time consuming.  You can also do it online at:  dc.police.uk/clickB4Ucall  
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Guided Walks around Holsworthy 

In line with Government Guidelines groups of up to 30 people can soon walk 
together.  To find out about Holsworthy Walk and Talk visit their website at 
www.walkingforhealth.org.uk or call Michael Jackson on 26119 or Gillian Aston on 
254642. The next Interparish walk  is on Monday 14th September. Meet at Clawton 
Village Hall for a 10am start. Please contact Evelyn Sharman 01409 259 848 or  
evelyn.sharman@btinternet.com by midday on 11th September to ensure that the 
current limit is not exceeded. Social distancing will still need to be maintained.   

Once in a lifetime ? 

I suppose that like farmers all over 
the world, I’m very aware of the 
changes in seasons and weather 
patterns. I don’t pretend to be a  
meteorologist, but I do know that 
this year is the first time that I have  
successfully made hay in May! At the 
end of May I was beginning to panic 
about the lack of grass growth and 
my ability to make enough fodder to 
keep the stock during our long winter 
months. Well anyone with a lawn will 
agree that grass growth since the 
start of June has been phenomenal 
to the point that I now don’t know 
what to do with the grass in some 
fields as growth outstrips my stock’s 
ability to consume it all and my silage 
store is brim full. 

The recent heat-wave accompanied by torrential downpours has also brought 
about another first in my lifetime. I have never known the bridge at Port-Lane to 
flood: never mind be unpassable by car. This photo was taken on the 10th August 
by Ben and shows the flood water just below the top of the bridge parapet.  I’m 
told that Dee Priest recorded 48ml in a very short time. I just wonder how many 
more “not in my lifetime” events we are going to see before the end of the year? 
Watching sport without crowds of spectators wouldn’t have seemed likely before 
Covid, so let's hope that all our remaining “not in my lifetime” events are positives, 
like a successful vaccine for Covid 19.                   Keith Hutchings                                                                                              
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Thornbury Tatler Short Story Competition   

 My Favourite Place: ‘Looe’, by Gaye Tabor 

“Stop crying Mummy and do something” my three-year-old demands. 

Let me take you back.  My husband has just left to work abroad for five weeks,  
leaving me with a three-year old, a ten-month old and a three-month old puppy.  I 
decide to travel down to my favourite childhood holiday destination Looe in 
Cornwall where my cousin lived.  We were living in Surrey.   My cousin sent me 
comprehensive directions (before SATNAV) and I pack everything for a road 
trip.  Early night for everyone, this was going to be our big adventure.   
Next morning: children, dog, luggage, food and cuddly toys all go in the car. 

Feeling confident we were off to my favourite place new memories to make. 

All went well for the first couple of hours.  The sky was blue, and the traffic was 
light.  We stopped for a comfort break not a care in the world.  Half an hour later 
the engine started to cough and laboured.  Luckily there was a layby.  I lifted the 
bonnet and looked around pathetically. (Before mobile phones).  Luckily a local 
farmer pulled in and asked if we needed a tow to the nearest garage.  Some 
scratching of heads from the mechanics, eating of snacks and then sandwiches to 
pass the time.   We try the ignition and Eureka the car started again.  A largish 
cheque and heart felt thankyous and we were on our way.   Still halfway to go and 
everyone is now hot and fractious.  We climb Ham Hill just outside Ilchester, pass a 
slow lorry and then it happens again no power to the engine.   I collapse over the 
steering wheel and sob.  The lorry and traffic pass leaving us in the middle of 
nowhere.  Then comes my three-year olds demand “stop crying Mummy and do 
something.”  I pulled myself together and survey the countryside, I see peeping 
over the hedge an ESSO sign.  Two mechanics towed the car to the garage and their 
Mother looked after the children in her B & B next door.  It was getting late and a 
storm was brewing.  I decided to stay the night.  The storm caused a power cut and 
we were in our bedroom pitch dark with rumbling thunder and lightning all 
around.  A lit candle appeared and my three-year-old then decided he needed the 
bathroom.  Candle in one hand, baby in the other, three-year old clinging to my 
skirt and puppy following behind, we go in search of the bathroom.  We had little 
sleep so rose early to continue the journey from hell.  The car started.  Another 
cheque for overnight stay and repairs. 

Foot down, we finally reach Looe.  The engine dies and I coast downhill into my 
cousin’s drive.  The car is whisked away to yet another garage.  Now we can 
relax.  The phone rings my husband is flying back early. Only three days away in my 
favourite place.  Our return journey took four hours door to door.  No stopping. 
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Children’s Fiction, 9 and over:  “No Wellies”, by Lily Fox, age 11 years. 

In a house is where our story begins. A seemingly normal house. If you looked inside the 
house, however, it might come as a shock; the people that lived here were definitely 
different.  This is one of many stories about the boys. The boys are a mix of gorillas,  
orang-utans and monkeys all with the same mischievous smile. This particular story involves 
a little girl as well.  It had been raining the day before, so the boys couldn't go outside, and 
the little girl decided to bake cupcakes to cheer them up. 

“Boys,” she said, “I'm making cupcakes but I'm low on supplies, so I'm going to the shop to 
get more. Shall I pick you up anything to go on the top?”. However she already knew the 
answer. 

“Jelly-babies!” they all said, getting very excited, as every furry friend in the house knew 
that when the little girl baked cupcakes, they were delicious.  

“Okay, well, try not to get into trouble while I'm gone, I'll be back by 4” she said. And with 
that, she left. 

“What can we do while the little girl's out?” Benbow, one of the furry friends - who is a 
monkey - asked. 

“Lets go outside!” Grub, one of the more mischievous friends, said. They all agreed, but 
then ran into a problem. 

“Where are our wellies?” Monkgomery asked. 

They weren't on top of the wardrobe where they usually were. 

“Guess we'll have to go without” Grub said. 

As they all went outside, they saw millions of muddy patches, muddy puddles and mud! 
They played outside until the sun got a bit much for them. They decided to go jump on the 
bed. They did that for a while, until Benbow noticed the time. It was 3:54. 

“Guys, we need to clean up, she'll be home soon!” Benbow said, realising they had  
forgotten to clean their feet.  

“As we're the strongest, me and Tuan will clean the floor,” Benbow said. ”You guys will have 
to find a way to hide the bed.” 

As Benbow and Tuan cleaned the floor, Grub and Monkgomery decided to hide the muddy 
paw prints with a blanket. 

“I'm home!” The little girl called as she came through the door. Tuan and Benbow weren't 
done and the little girl saw. ”What are you cleaning up?” Then she saw how muddy their 
feet were. “Why didn't you wear your wellies?” 

“We couldn't find them. They're lost,” the reply came from Grub. At this, the little girl 
laughed and said ”No they aren't! I put them by the back door because I knew you would 
want to go outside. Now come on, there was a special offer, so we have 3 packets of   
jelly-babies. You can eat them while I bake.” 
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Thornbury Footpath No. 7 – a new local Nature Reserve 

Thornbury has so few footpaths, so it’s 
important that we maintain those that we 
have. This one has always caused us a bit 
of a problem. It wasn’t that we 
didn’t want folk walking it, but rather that 
the line it took was almost impossible for 
us to maintain in a useable condition, 
especially in the winter.  It was boggy and 
the overhanging trees were impossible to 
access safely. 

The original line of the path followed an 
old trackway and so it should have been 
good underfoot, but years of neglect of 
land drains and accumulated mud,  
combined with wetter weather meant 
that much of it was impassable, even in 
summer.  This was not a personal 
problem for us, as there is also a parallel 
path that runs at the top of a bank 
through the wood and this was quite firm 
and dry.  The only problem was at the far 
end when users had to descend to the 
original path in order to negotiate the 
stile and pass onto the adjacent land.   
 

 
We did install a dog-stile for both our own use and that of 
walkers, but it was still a problem, even after pallets were 
put down when the path was used for the Cider & Pasty 
walk. So I contacted the Footpaths Officer at Devon County 
Council, Martin Caddy, and he visited the path.  He agreed 
that trying to keep the lower path open was futile and that 
the path should be officially rerouted to run along the top of 
the bank, only descending to the lower level at the far end 
to access the stile.  He therefore arranged for the path at 
the far end to be cleared of mud and drains dug across the 
marsh to the stream to take the excess water away.  Steps 
were cut down from the path in the wood to the lower path 
and a new metal kissing gate installed.  Then COVID19 came 
along and work stalled so that the path is now passable but still needs more drainage work 
and some gravel topping on the path, but it is now much easier and drier to use although 
stout and waterproof footwear is still recommended! 
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At the same time as all this was going on, 
we received support from the  
Devon Wildlife Trust and their team of 
volunteers to clear some of the  
encroaching brambles on the Culm 
grassland and marsh alongside the path, 
which is an extremely valuable wildlife 
habitat.  This was done as part of a  
European programme, the ‘Interreg 2 
Seas Project’ which is supporting Culm 
grassland. The marsh and adjacent 
woodland are home to a number of 
threatened species including the Hazel 
Dormouse and the Willow Tit and it is 
visited by deer and several bat species, as well as a huge variety of birds.  The marsh is 
home to typical Culm grassland species such as Marsh Bedstraw, Meadowsweet, sharp-
flowered rush, Pignut, Ragged Robin and Wild Angelica.  The wood floor is covered in 
bluebells and orchids in the Spring.  

We have also started to replant native tree 
saplings in anticipation of the impact of  
ash-dieback on our woodland.  This includes 
oak, wild cherry, beech, hornbeam and 
mountain ash. These trees have been partly 
provided free under a Devon County Council  
funded scheme by the Woodland Trust. 

 

 

 

 
Working with Dee Medlicott , 
we have installed a  number of 
hazel dormouse boxes (right) 
and we are actively managing 
the wood and the marsh as a 
nature reserve.   
 
Everyone is  very welcome to use the new footpath 
route and spend quiet time overlooking the marsh 
from the seclusion of the trees.  Please keep all dogs 
on short leads to protect the wildlife. 

Meg 
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A Year in Nature :   Summer 2020 

Throughout this summer I have been engaged in several Natural England research projects 
relating to breeding species in Dartmoor National Park.  The subjects have included Small 
and Pearl Bordered Fritillary butterflies, and Nightjar birds.   

Dartmoor has a wonderful range of butterflies; many 
quite rare.  These include Fritillaries, Purple and Green 
Hairstreaks, and White Admiral.  But Devon as a  
county has over 38 species of butterfly.  This year, 
around the hedges and fields of Thornbury, I have 
spotted Orange Tip, Peacock, Tortoiseshell, Red Admi-
ral and Painted Lady.  Yesterday I saw Gatekeepers for 
the first time this season!  Butterflies and moths are a 
sign of a healthy environment – what us ecologists call 
‘indicator species’.  They are pollinators, represent a 
wider population of invertebrates and provide food 
for birds and other animals higher in the food chain.  Many species are territorial, basking in 
the sun on a prominent bush or tree, chasing away any intruding butterflies before returning 
to their perch!   

Nightjars are a declining species in England.  They 
are likely to have been originally birds of scrub 
and heathland, but are now equally at home in 
newly felled areas of conifer plantations.  They 
are summer visitors which fly to us from areas as 
far south as the Congo and Zambezi.  They are 
ground-nesting, and are highly camouflaged to 
look like a fallen branch.  They have a wide 
mouth, and feed on insects.  But the most  
remarkable aspect is that they are nocturnal, 
churring eerily at dusk, and flying with 
mechanical-like wings which they periodically 

clap together!  They are strangely tame, coming very close to inspect night-time visitors!  
Sadly, these birds will be leaving us soon to travel south for the winter, however if you 
would like to hear them next year visit the East Dartmoor Woods and Heath Nature Reserve, 
or the conifer plantations at Wilsey Down, Hallworthy.  I don’t know if Nightjar are present 
at Cookworthy woodlands…?  I wonder if somebody might like to email me to let me know? 

On a final note: each year I look for a research project to study, and maybe to publish the 
results, and am always on the lookout for breeding colonies of bats in houses and buildings.  
If anybody knows they have a good breeding colony of a bat species – especially rarer bats 
such as Horseshoes and Serotines – and would like to have the colony monitored, please 
email me and let me know. My email address is:  dee@penpontecologyservices.co.uk 

Happy wildlife watching!   Dee 
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Helicopter Tales - Recipe for Disaster 

I watched, fascinated, as the SAS soldier gently inserted a 
hypodermic needle into the scorpion.  We were sitting in a 
jungle clearing in Brunei on the island of Borneo.  The soldier 
was injecting the creature, which was dead, with formalin to 
preserve it – ready for shipment to the Royal Society in  
London.  (In addition to their normal role of creating mayhem and extreme violence the SAS 
had a remit to provide fauna and flora of interest for research purposes from their forays 
around the world.)   “How do you know how much to inject?”  I asked.  “Until you see the 
eyes begin to bulge” he replied.  “We generally use the SAS ‘P’ rule - plenty.  You can’t go 
wrong with that,”  he went on.  This rule of thumb may have been adequate for preserving 
dead scorpions, but, as any chef will know, using the correct recipe and getting the right 
proportion of ingredients is crucial for success.  This also holds true for other processes 
where mixing things are concerned – as I learned one day in Northern Ireland.         

During “The Troubles”, in the 1970s and 80s, the IRA used agricultural fertiliser to  
manufacture ANFO (ammonium nitrate/fuel oil) explosives.  It was a key task for the military 
to search for illegal caches of these materials, and helicopters were useful for supporting 
such operations.   I was involved in one particular find in a remote area of County Tyrone.  
Having found the cache the next task was to provide “top-cover” for the soldiers on the 
ground and then to ferry the ATO (Ammunition Technical Officer) to and from the site of the 
find.   Once forensic evidence had been taken, and follow-up action was in hand, there was a 
need to dispose of the fertiliser.  Often, it could be given to a trustworthy local farmer, but in 
this case this was not possible.  The decision was made to recover it to our barracks and 
burn it.  The ATO proposed to do this on the assault course – which was located next to a 
river.  The sacks of fertiliser were stacked next to the six foot wall which would provide cover 
from a housing estate on the other side of the river. (All military assault courses have six foot 
and twelve foot walls: these features being undoubtedly the least popular obstacles!)  The 
ATO asked me if I could remember the training in explosives that I had received at  
Sandhurst, and, if so, perhaps I would like to estimate the amount of gun cotton necessary 
to produce the necessary detonation.  The amount was critical:  get it wrong and there 
would be an instantaneous explosion*– rather than the medium to fast burn needed to  
safely set fire to the ammonium nitrate.   Having plumbed the depths of my brain and having 
considered the various factors involved I told the ATO what the amount should be.  He 
seemed to be keen to get the job over and done with and agreed with my calculations.  I 
inserted an electrical detonator into the gun cotton which I placed, in turn, into the pile of 
sacks.  Retiring behind the twelve foot wall it was with a child-like thrill that I prepared to 
turn the key which activated the detonator.  We never did work out what had gone wrong!  
The huge explosion shattered windows in the housing estate, dislodged several bricks from 
the six-foot wall, frightened the entire population of the town and brought the local police 
and fire brigade into action. On the plus side, however, I was very popular because the 
assault course was out of action for the remaining ten months of our tour in Northern  
Ireland.              Roger Lawes 
*Sadly, it was the dreadful explosion in Beirut that prompted me to write this article.  
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Covid-19 and your pets: Preventing  separation anxiety when you go back to work 

We have certainly been living through a strange time since lockdown came in to force and 
our daily routines went off-piste, but it has also been a strange time for our animals to  
contend with too! We have been home more; routines have changed, and we have been 
perhaps more stressed and anxious than normal.  All these things can affect our pets 
emotionally and mentally and it’s important that we make sure we are helping them to cope 
during this time and as we go back to ‘normal‘- as they say, prevention is better than cure.  

Separation anxiety is a complex behavioural problem that some pets can experience when 
they are left on their own, or when their key caregiver goes out without them. It is often 
mistakenly thought that this can only occur with dogs, whereas in fact it can happen with 
any animal who enjoys social company such as birds, cats, horses, rabbits etc.  
It can present itself in many different ways such as barking, destructive behaviours, lack of 
appetite, toileting indoors, self-mutilation (fur pulling) etc, but can also sometimes be silent.  

So, what can we do to prevent separation anxiety from developing?  

• Keep to your ‘normal’ (when not always at home) routine as much as possible – this  
includes feeding your pet at the same times you normally would every day. 

• Have pet free zones in the house such as upstairs 
or a room where you can go to have a little alone 
time away from your pet. 

• Give your pet retreat zones, where they can take 
themselves off to and not be disturbed by anyone 
in the house while they are there. Lack of sleep 
can lead to being grumpier and less able to  
emotionally and mentally cope.  

• Go out without your pet. This can be a strange one to get your head around to begin 
with but with us being home and especially since we are now allowed to exercise 
more, people are taking their dogs on longer walks than they normally would or  
perhaps for more walks than normal. This has sadly led to some dogs suffering from 
over exercising related health issues. 

• Give interactive toys like Kong and Tug-E-Nuff where they do not need your presence 
(once set up/ filled with treats) to play with them, so that they learn to entertain 
themselves.  

If you suspect that your pet may already suffer from separation anxiety, or you have seen 
problems or unwanted behaviours develop, please contact a qualified behaviourist such as 
myself, who will be able to give you a consultation and provide you with the best advice and 
treatment plan for your pet’s individual needs.  

Stay safe and remember to be kind to yourself as well as those around you.  

Liz Marden, Animal behaviourist – Nature’s Therapies  (contact details on  opposite page) 
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Thornbury Virtual Dog Show 2020 

Covid-19 may have caused us to cancel Thornbury’s Fun Day and Dog Show, but it 
wasn’t going to stop us admiring our local canine talent!  Our Virtual Dog Show was 
run on Facebook on 18th July attracted over 80 entries from a wide area. 

Here are the winners: congratulations to all! 

1)   Prettiest Girl - Smudge - Jane Alex Alexander 

2)   Handsomest Boy - Jarvis - Ellie Meakin 

3)   Best Rescued Dog - Rango - Sharon Dobson 

4)   Cutest Puppy - Belle - Joanne Berry 

5)   Best Dressed Pooch - Marley - Melissa Vickery 

6)   Coolest Trick - Dudley - Eliza Daniel 

Reserve in show - Rango - Sharon Dobson 

Best in Show - Jarvis - Ellie Meakin  (Jarvis is pictured on our front cover) 
 

A huge thank you goes to our judges,  
Liz Marden of Nature’s Therapies and 
Dan Baseley and JJ Conway of 
Holsworthy Pets.  We hope to see you 
and your dogs in real life next year! 
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 Thornbury Virtual Dog Show 2020 

Cutest Puppy: Belle Prettiest Girl: Smudge 

Best Dressed: MarleyHandsomest Dog: Jarvis (Best in Show) 
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Best Rescued Dog : Rango (Reserve BIS) Best Dressed: Marley 

Coolest Trick (video): Dudley 

You can find all of the entries, as well 

as the videos of their tricks on the 

“Nature’s Therapies” Facebook page: 

go to “Events” and select “Thornbury 

Dog Show 2020” 
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Devon in the 1920s – a new research project 

The ‘Devon in the 1920s’ project is a research collaboration hosted by Devon History Society 
in partnership with the South West Heritage Trust and Devon Family History Society. It aims 
to explore the distinctiveness of Devon in the 1920s through a collaboration of individual 
researchers and organisations, and to share the findings widely through a range of media 
out and about in Devon during 2024-25. 

The work is grounded in individual family 
histories, representing the lives of people 
in Devon during the 1920s. These are cur-
rently being contributed by members of 
Devon Family History Society and  others, 
but will also include those recorded in 
earlier projects or memories. The availa-
bility of the 1921 census from early 2022 
will provide further information about the 
background of those living in the county 
during the 1920s. 
 

                    Widening Bideford Bridge, 1925 

The collection of family histories will be complemented by an exploration of the 1920s’  
histories of different Devon communities undertaken by local heritage groups.  
These projects, and more specialist Devon-wide research e.g. into smallholdings or  
secondary education, will feed into a series of overall themes, enabling the project to  
identify the distinctiveness of Devon’s 1920s history. These themes are: 

The Legacy of the First World War – what happened when the men came home? 

Growing up – new approaches to child development, new secondary schooling opportuni-
ties 

Rural life – what changed and what stayed the same? 

Progress and new technologies – the popularisation of petrol-driven vehicles, the wireless, 
the advent of the talkies. 

Holidays and leisure – the growing importance of visitors from other parts of the country to 
Devon’s economy, but also how people spent their increasing leisure time. 

If you have family stories to share, or are interested in getting involved in this research, 
please contact Julia Neville at j.f.neville@btinternet.com. 

Search for  “Thornbury Tatler” 
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Join us at 

“Thornbury 

Tatler” on  

Copy Deadline: Please send all information, events,  
announcements  and articles for the Winter edition of 

the Tatler to the Editor by 15th November at the latest. 
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Whilst we can't hold 

our traditional groups, 

we are offering a  

virtual service, and if 

anyone is interested 

please get in contact 

with Essie Barker 

on  07816 686121 
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Fused & Stained Glass Gifts and Jewellery 

Including wind chimes, glass panels and tea-lights 

Handmade to order in Thornbury in colours of your choice 

Call Meg on 261804 or email meg@taylor.it 

Hand-shaped Neapolitan pizza with 
a range of tasty toppings. 

We will be at 
Thornbury Holiday Park 

 over the Summer 

Contact Alex on 07967 000396 
for other venues in the area 



Thornbury Tatler       September2020 

 



Thornbury Tatler       September 2020 

 



Thornbury Tatler       September2020 

 

Don’t forget to 

mention that you 

saw them in  

“The Tatler”  

when you contact  

advertisers: their 

support keep us 

free! 
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 EVELYN   
SHARMAN  

 

 

Professional Driving Tuition 
(DVSA ADI)  

 

Tel: 01409 259 848 (Holsworthy)  

Mobile: 07885 352 082  

evelyn.sharman@btinternet.com 
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  Emergency Plan Contact Numbers: 
    
   Chris Ward  S. Wonford - centre    261459  07867 540618 
   Tim Priest  S. Wonford - outlying areas   261673 
   Keith Hutchings Thornbury & outlying areas  261373  07788 140497 
   George Worth Lashbrook & Lopthorne                   281336  07966 486575 
   Trevor Jollow  Woodacott - centre    261291  07773 881110 
   Tony Gifford  Brendon & Forda    261374 
   Stephen Sanders Lower Woodacott     261626   07971  695091 
   Paul Taylor               Plan Coordinator                                261804   07584 720802 
   Steve Bond     Snow Warden   261123   07970 731044 
   Paul Taylor   Road Warden    261804   07584 720802 
 

   General Emergency Numbers: 
 

Police, Fire & Ambulance   Emergencies   999 
Police       Non-urgent     101  
      or email 101@dc.police.uk 
Holsworthy Medical Centre   253692 
Devon Doctors (out of hours)   111 
Stratton Hospital—enquiries  01288 320100 

     Stratton Hospital—MIMI   01288 320101 
A&E— Bideford/Barnstaple   01271 322577 
South West Water (leaks)  0800 2300561 
Gas Emergencies      0800 111999 
Electricity Emergencies    0800 4085500 
Power cuts (Western Power)  0800 6783105 
N.H.S. Direct     111 
Torridge District Council    01237 428700 
D.C.C. Highways     01392 383329 
Environment -S.W. Agency   08708 506506 
Samaritans     08457 909090 
Victim Support     0845 3030900 
 
  Your Holsworthy Rural Police team are: 
  PC Amanda Brown  

       PCSO Mark James  
  Email: torridge@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk  

 
Thornbury Parish Councillors: 
Chair: Keith Hutchings     Vice Chair:  Gaye Tabor 
Trevor Jollow, Chris Ward, Liz Priest, Paul Taylor, Lisa Serra 
Parish Clerk:  Paul Taylor 01409 261804 

 

     Get more local information online at www.thornburyhamlets.com 

 Produced by ‘Parish Magazine Printing’ - 01288 341617 


