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Welcome to the Spring Thornbury Tatler ! 

 
Hopefully it will soon start to look a little more Spring-like as we move from ‘February 
Fildyke’ into March and the lambing season gets into full swing, as nothing says Spring quite 
like a field full of playful lambs and their long-suffering mothers.  If you can’t wait for better 
weather here, then you can soak up a little antipodean warmth by reading Dee’s article on 
page 16.  For the cyclists and would-be cyclists in the community we have a new 
advertiser—Holsworthy Peloton.  With the promise of spring what better way to get fit and 
see the countryside. 

If you are curious about our cover picture, it is a “word cloud”, based on the responses to 
the Parish Plan questionnaire using the words that residents used to describe what they like 
about Thornbury (the bigger the word, the more people used it). Analysis of responses is 
now complete so we are in the process of writing this up and looking at how we can deliver 
what people want in the village.  One major thing that came out was the sense of 
community spirit shown by offers of tools, 4 wheel drive vehicles and emergency 
accommodation in the event of a major problem such as storms, snow or prolonged 
electricity outages.  The village has an Emergency Plan which was delivered to all 
households and this will be updated and re-issued this year.  In the meantime make sure 
you know your local contact which can be found on the back cover of the Tatler and if you 
need help, just ask.  Some initial survey results appear on page 9, but a fuller report will be 
included in the next edition of the Tatler at the end of May.  In the meantime, if you would 
like to give some more input to the Parish Plan Group and Parish Council please go along to 
Pancrasweek Village Hall on the morning of March 1st to have your say. (See Page 8) 

You will no doubt be aware of changes at the Church with the retirement of Kathy Roberts, 
and on Page 4, the churchwarden, Kirsten, provides an update on the latest news on how 
Kathy will be replaced.  I also report on the completion of the restoration of the Elizabeth 
John’s Tomb.  If you haven’t seen it, please go along and admire the workmanship and the 
beautifully restored carved slab. 

Finally I would like to encourage everybody to support the events that are being planned in 
and around the village—there are more than ever.  People put a great deal of effort into 
organising them, so show your appreciation by giving things a try even if they are a bit 
outside of your comfort zone.  You never know, you might really enjoy yourself! 

Please send all information, events, announcements and articles for the Summer edition of 
the Tatler to the Editor by 15th May at the latest.   

Meg Galley-Taylor, Editor.  

 

Adrian and Feydra Wade, who have moved  to 
the Manor Inn Annexe, Thornbury 
Jane, Caroline and William Watts, who have 
moved to Sycamore House, Woodacott 
We hope they will all be very happy here! 
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Forthcoming Events in and around Thornbury Hamlets 

 
March 1st, 10.30am-1pm Village Hall Open Event. Meet your Parish Councillors at  
    Pancrasweek  Hall, EX22 7JS (next to church) and discuss plans  
    for Thornbury’s new hall (see page 8) 
March 7th, 6.30-9.30pm Supper Club with Sonu's Kitchen, at Bradford Hall, 07298182659 
March 7th, 7.30pm    “Wine and Wisdom” : Quiz night at Thornbury Holiday Park 
March 9th, 10am  Inter-Parish Walk, Halwill. Meet by Halwill Parish Church,  
    EX21 5UH (Note: NOT Halwill Junction).  
March 14th, 10am  Saturday Church, Bradford & Cookbury Village Hall, everyone  
    welcome, followed by Holy Communion at 11.15 
March 15th, 10am  Holy Communion, St. Peter’s Church 
March 20th, 6-9pm  Pizza Night @ THP. Wood-fired oven pizza, freshly made 
March 27th, 7.15pm  Easter Bingo at Bradford Hall. Win chicken dinners & chocolate! 
April 4th, 7.30pm  “Wine and Wisdom” : Quiz night at Thornbury Holiday Park 
April 10th, 10am  Church Easter Event Good Friday event with Hot Cross Buns,  
    Bradford & Cookbury Village Hall 
April 13th, 10am  Inter-Parish Walk, Pyworthy. Meet at Crinacott Farm, EX22 6LJ. 
April 17th, 6-9pm  Pizza Night @ THP. Wood-fired oven pizza, freshly made 
April 19th, 10am  Holy Communion, St. Peter’s Church 
April 22nd   Bags 2 School collection day. Please bring all items of clothing, 
    shoes etc to the Church before this date (see page 5) 
May 8th, from 5pm  VE Day 75 Celebrations at Thornbury Holiday Park, with Hog  
    Roast, 1940s dress, face painting for kids. 
May 9th, 10am  Saturday Church, Bradford & Cookbury Village Hall. 
May 11th, 10am  Inter-Parish Walk, Milton Damerel. Parish Hall, EX22 7NZ. 
May 15th, 6-9pm  Pizza Night @ THP. Wood-fired oven pizza, freshly made 
May 17th, 10am  Holy Communion, St. Peter’s Church 
May 21st, 8.00pm  Parish Council meeting, Thornbury Holiday Park, all welcome 
June 7th,  3pm  Thornbury's BIG Lunch at Thornbury Holiday Park . 
June 21st   Thornbury’s Cider & Pasty Walk. Start at South Wonford.  
July 18th, from  4pm  Thornbury’s Fun Day and Dog Show with stalls, games and  
    competitions, Family Dog Show with many prizes! 
 

For events at Thornbury Holiday Park (THP), contact Lisa on 261750 for details or to book. 
For Saturday Church, contact Liz on 261312 or Morag on 281800.  
For other church services, contact Sara Lawes on  261760. 
For Inter-Parish Walks, contact Evelyn Sharman on 259848. 
 
Watch the ‘Thornbury Tatler’ Facebook page for details of further 
events in and around the Hamlets and at Thornbury Holiday Park,  
such as  food nights and live music. 
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St. Peter’s Churchwarden’s Blog  

Dear All, 

Despite the fact that we have had terrible weather, there are signs of Spring. Daffodils, 
snowdrops and primroses are bursting into life and providing us with some much needed 
cheer; vibrant splashes of colour in what is currently a rather muddy, wet and windswept 
looking countryside. I am always excited in the Spring; fresh growth and plants beginning to 
emerge from their hibernation always fill me with enthusiasm for the year ahead. I often 
think it is a time of year when we are brave enough to take on the tasks that we have been 
putting off! Changes are often difficult to accept, but we have to adapt and acknowledge 
that it is necessary to continue. There have been changes within our Benefice recently and   
I will endeavour to explain what is currently happening. 

On Wednesday 15th of January, I attended a meeting in Holsworthy for churchwardens and 
parish representatives of the Ashwater, Black Torrington and Bradworthy Benefices. This 
was to discuss the proposed changes. The Archdeacon of Barnstaple chaired the meeting 
and outlined the stages which will be carried out as follows:- 

1st Stage : Formal documentation to be issued at Diocese level to 'interested' parties 
including patrons, to inform and invite comment on the proposal to split the Black 
Torrington Benefice. Thornbury, and Bradford with Cookbury, will move to the Bradworthy 
Benefice. A new joint Benefice will be created by combining Black Torrington and 
Highampton with the Ashwater Benefice. 

2nd Stage : Church Commissioners will invite comments from any other persons. 

If the results are in favour of the re-organisation, then this is expected to officially take place 
during the Summer 2020. 

In the meantime, commencing from the 1st of February, Rev. Richard Freeman of 
Bradworthy will take responsibility for Thornbury, Bradford and Cookbury. Rev. Stephen 
Skinner will begin working with Black Torrington, Highampton and Ashwater parishes.  
Saturday Church, which is held at Bradford Village Hall, will continue as before. 

The Communion services at Bradford will continue to be the 1st Sunday of the month and 
Thornbury will continue to have the 3rd Sunday, both at 10am. I will be attending a meeting 
on the 25th of February with the Rev. Richard Freeman and the other churchwardens to 
discuss and plan the calendar of services and other events. We will continue to advertise any 
upcoming events on social media and the church notice board to keep you as informed as 
possible.  If anyone has any concerns or questions please feel free to contact me. There will 
of course be a lot of work for some people to undertake to facilitate these changes, but 
hopefully we will find the results beneficial. 

"Change, like healing, takes time" (Veronica Roth) 

With my Best Wishes,   Kirsten   kirstenchandler@hotmail.co.uk, 253150 or 07855555252 
 

P.S. The Coffee Morning held on 12th February at the Memorial Hall raised £300 for 
Benefice funds, so a big thank you to everyone who helped or just came along on the day. 
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Bag 2 School collection for the Church     

- bring along before Wed 22nd April  
 

Help us raise funds for the church by brining us your unwanted 
items. Bags are available at the back of the church so please 
use them.  We accept the following ‘good quality’ items for    
RE-USE:  Men’s, Ladies’ and Children’s clothing, Paired shoes 

(tied together or elastic band around), Handbags, Hats, Bags, Scarves and ties, Jew-
ellery,  Lingerie, Socks, Belts, Soft toys, Household linen.   Thank you, St. Peter’s 

Holsworthy Walk and Talk 

Our level 1 walk for people with limited mobility meets every Monday at the 
Holsworthy Area Sports Pavilion, Stanhope Park at 10.30 am.  Tea and biscuits are 
served afterwards which gives a good opportunity for making friendships and  
socialising. Our Friday walks meet 10.30am from various locations as listed in the 
programme at www.walkingforhealth.org.uk or available in Holsworthy Library and 
the Information Centre. If you need any further information please contact Gillian 
Aston on 254642 or holsworthywalkandtalk@gmail.              Gillian Aston 

Thornbury Holiday Park  

EVENTS 

“Wine & Wisdom”   

quiz nights at 7.30pm on   

7th March & 4th April.  

Team of four, or join up on the night. 

Alex’s Wood-fired Pizza:  Monthly 

until May, then weekly from June to 

August (see Events list page 3) 

VE Day 75th Anniversary:  8th May 

Themed music and dress from the 

1940s, face painting for the kids!  

Hog roast from 5pm. 
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Draft Minutes of the Thornbury Parish Council Meeting  
held on 13th February 2020, at Thornbury Holiday Park 

  
Those present:  Keith Hutchings, Trevor Jollow, Gaye Tabor, Paul Taylor, Lisa Serra, Liz Priest  
 
19/017.  Apologies for absence: Coun. Kit Hepple from TDC, Coun. Barry Parsons from DCC  

19/018.  Public discussion period: no members of the public attended. 

19/019.  Minutes of previous meetings:  The minutes of the two previous meetings had  
     been circulated and were approved by the Chair. 

19/020.  Disclosure of Interests – none. 

19/021.  Planning:  1/0589/2018/OUT, Old Hall site, application is being considered.  
   1/0966/2019/FUL, Demolition of existing dwelling and erection of new 
   dwelling, Windy Cross Farm – withdrawn 
   1/1099/2019/FUL, Annexe, Paddocks Brendon – approved 

19/022.  Clerk’s Report:   
Finance Report – Clerk reported on the schedule of payments and receipts since the 
previous meeting, and current balances of Council bank accounts. These were approved by 
the Chair.  LP proposed that funds be transferred from the bank current account to the 
reserve account, to attract higher interest. Approved. Clerk to action.   
Correspondence Received – A letter from Barry Parsons re the Stagecoach bus review was 
read – TPC support the retention of all 6/6A services to Holsworthy. Clerk to write to 
Stagecoach. Invitation to North Devon Record Office Open Day – Clerk will attend. A note of 
thanks for the Graham Fund gift was received from Rosemary Pateman.   
 
19/023.  Road Warden Report:   
Clerk met with Neighbourhood Highways Officer (NHO) and Coun. Barry Parsons (DCC) to 
address issues with our roads. A full survey of their condition was handed over, with 17 
major potholes having been reported for repair. NHO agreed to prioritise this work. We 
discussed an extended programme of work using the “dragon patcher”, to repair longer 
stretches of road: this work is planned for the early Summer. Road Warden will be trying to 
recruit “Road Watchers” for each Hamlet, to make sure problems are reported and followed 
up. 
 
19/024.   Parish Plan 2020:  The analysis of the survey forms has been done, and first results 
have been produced. Key issues for the future include plans for the new hall, roads 
(condition and speed), more roadside noticeboards, broadband speed in Brendon & South 
Wonford.   

19/025.  Reports from County or District Councillors – none. 

19/026.  Date of next meeting:  21st May at 8pm at Thornbury Holiday Park. 

The meeting closed at 8.10pm.   
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Thornbury “Road Watchers” and “Potholers” needed! 
 
The Parish Council  continues to focus on ensuring that Thornbury gets it share of the very 
limited budget available in Devon for road repairs and upkeep, by working closely with 
Devon Highways and DCC. See opposite for the latest activities.   
 
Self-help: In the Parish Plan survey, 69 people said they would be prepared to help with 
minor repairs to potholes near their home.  To  help make this happen, we are calling for: 
 
Volunteers to be a “Road Watcher”, one for each of the Hamlets (five in total), who would 
keep a close eye on their stretch of roads, report potholes, make sure they are filled by 
Highways, and liaise with the Road Warden. Probably 1-2 hours work a month, and more 
about keeping a watch and reporting issues than doing very much! 
 
Minor potholes: A stitch in time saves nine, as they say, so will you volunteer to spend an 
hour making sure the holes near you don’t get any worse?  The Parish Council has its own 
tools, and materials are provided by Highways. Please contact me if you’d like to help us to 
help you. 
 
To everyone else: Please continue to report ALL potholes , either to the Highways website:  
www.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/report-a-problem/  or call them on 
0345 155 1004 or 0845 155 1004.    It will only get better if we ALL complain !! 
 
Please also send a note of ongoing Highways issues to :  
roads@thornburyhamlets.com, or call me on 261804.                   Paul Taylor 

MONDAY MORNINGS, 10AM TO MIDDAY AT BRADFORD SCHOOL 

STAY & PLAY BABY & TODDLER GROUP,  NEW BORN TO SCHOOL AGE 

We have had a very successful start with Bradford Bouncy Babies, we meet Monday morn-
ings during term time in the School hall. The little ones enjoy playing together, and they 
really enjoy a mid-morning visit from Class One, who often join us with a nursery rhyme!  
We welcome any children, from babies through to school age, along with parents, carers & 
grandparents. Volunteering helpers always welcome too! Please do feel free to pop in!  
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A New Community Hall for Thornbury : your input is needed! 
 

As I write, we are still waiting for the final approval of the planning permission for 
the old hall site, the sale of which will help to cross-fund the new hall construction. 

We understand that the fine legal details are all agreed between the parties,  
so fingers crossed for an early result now!   

 
Meanwhile, we have started discussions with architects about the design of the new 

hall at Windy Cross, using input from the Parish Plan survey to add to our existing 
thoughts.  It is clear that there is a strong desire for a space where people can meet 
up, not just for sports and entertainments, but simply to chat.  More details will be 

in the updated Parish Plan, to be featured in the next edition of the Tatler. 
 

As part of our public consultation, and to give an opportunity to view a hall of  
similar design and size to the one we envisage for Thornbury, we have  hired  

 

Pancrasweek Hall, on Sunday 1st March, between 10.30 and 1pm 
 

when you can give your ideas to the Parish Council. What is important to you ? 
What facilities must it have ?  Can we attract users from outside the parish to use a 

facility of a more “cosy” scale than some other halls, but with excellent parking ? 

It’s your parish—tell us what you want a new hall to provide for the community, 
then get involved in making it happen! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Pancrasweek Hall is next to Pancrasweek Church, at EX22 7JS 

 
If anyone needs a lift or wants to share a car, please contact the Clerk on 261804 or  

email:  clerk@thornburyhamlets.com 
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Thornbury Parish Plan 2020 
 

First, thank you again to all those who responded to the Parish Plan survey, and the 
helpers who braved the weather to deliver and collect them!  As a preview of the 
full updated Parish Plan, which will feature in the next edition of the ‘Tatler’, here 
are some headlines: 

We received responses from 78% of all the occupied dwellings in the parish. 
They came from 216 people of all ages, representing some 74% of our residents. 
 
45% of residents are 60 or over, whilst 13% are 21 or under – we are an ageing 
community, although its good to see new families coming to the parish. 
58% of adults have lived here 10 years or longer – there has been a trend over the 
past decade for people to come to Thornbury Hamlets and stay longer. 
 
97% said they feel safe in the community, reflecting the low crime rate and 
peaceful atmosphere in our Hamlets. 
89%  feel safe when they walk, ride or cycle around our roads – but a significant 
minority feel that there are issues with speed, especially of large farm vehicles, or 
the state of the roads for non-vehicle users. 
Not surprisingly, only 18% feel that our roads are well maintained (but this is 
slightly more than last time in 2011!). This is a key focus are of the Parish Council, 
see what you can do to help on page 7. 
 
74% of respondents said they would use a new community hall, and supported a 
wide range of activities that they would like to see happen there.  There is a further 
opportunity to give input at the meeting on 1st March (see opposite). 
 
90% of respondents have broadband access, with 63% having high speed fibre optic 
broadband. There are obvious “fibre not spots” in Brendon and South Wonford that 
need to be investigated to see if there are ways to get better services there.   
 

Our cover artwork shows some of the words that appeared in “What do you like 
about Thornbury?” responses to the Parish Plan survey, and we think that speaks 
volumes for the sense of community and tranquillity that exists here.   
 
More details next time! 

The Thornbury Parish Plan Implementation Group 



Thornbury Tatler       March 2020 

 

MILTON DAMEREL & DISTRICT 
GARDENING GROUP 

Meetings are normally on the 3rd Monday 
of the month at 7.30pm at the Parish Hall or 
stated venue.  Membership is £5 and £2 per 
meeting, visitors welcome at £3.    

Monday 16th March – AGM and seed swap.  
Don’t need a whole packet of peas or 
sunflowers?  Got a better germination rate 
than you need?  Bring your surplus seeds or 
seedlings (labelled please) and swap them 
for something else. This is your chance to 
have a say on how the club is run, stand for 
committee and review the group’s finances. 
New members are always welcome. 

Contact Officers: 

Diana Illingworth-Cook: 07853 319250 

Gail Whitley:261792  Lesley Self: 261294 

Email: mdadgg@btinternet.com 

Stagecoach Bus consultation 

Many of you will be aware of a 
consultation process that Stagecoach 
have been running regarding bus 
services in our area. This included an 
implied threat to the 6 and 6A buses, 
that run from Holsworthy to Exeter, 
with the possibility that they would 
end at Okehampton.  These services 
are used by many who need to get to 
work or college in Exeter. Thornbury 
Parish Council has made its views 
known to Stagecoach, and is being 
actively supported by Councillor 
Barry Parsons, as DCC partly fund 
these services.  We will keep you 
updated on progress. 
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Helicopter Tales –  Passengers 

When flying an aircraft the pilot is also responsible for the welfare of any passengers on 
board.  This is not easy if the passengers are uncooperative.   

Some years ago I was required to fly an Army dog handler 
and his dog to an incident where the dog was to exercise its 
talents in finding explosives.   Now, for reasons unknown to 
me, but clear to the Ministry of Defence, Army dogs in those 
days seemed always to be of the very large and hairy 
Alsatian type.  My canine passenger on that day was no 
exception; it exhibited more of the characteristics associated 
with a timber wolf than those of a domesticated animal.  
Time was short, and in order to safely embark my two 
passengers I got out of the aircraft to help them on board – 
neither seeming to have any experience of getting into a 
helicopter.  Or so I thought, however, the Alsatian climbed 
straight in – and immediately sat on the seat behind the 

flying controls.  With the rotors still turning I did not think it expedient to allow the dog to 
exercise any form of control over the aircraft, and so I reached over and tried to move him.  
He, on the other hand, was of a different opinion, and he refused to move.  He probably 
weighed almost 100 pounds and so moving him was always going to be difficult. His reaction 
to my feeble effort was to give me a foul smelling lick across my face.  I went back to my side 
of the machine and, with the handler’s assistance, made the dog move off my seat.  I was 
rewarded with another noxious lick.  I was then able to get in, however, I was more than a 
little flustered.  Then the dog broke wind.  To this day I presume that it was the dog and not 
the handler, given that I do not believe any human being could produce such a dreadful 
effluvium.  It was absolutely revolting; it was so bad that I felt sick.  I asked the handler if the 
dog did this because it was nervous.  “Did what?” said the handler. I cannot recall the dog’s 
name (I presume that he had one), and I’m not sure that he found any explosives.   

With regard to passengers in aircraft there is a story about two Americans - Morris and his 
wife, Esther.  Morris frequently told Esther that he wanted to fly in a helicopter, but Esther 
always replied, "I know Morris, but a helicopter ride is 50 dollars -- and 50 dollars is 50 
dollars".  One year Esther and Morris went to a flying display, and Morris said, "Esther, I'm 
80 years old. If I don't fly in a helicopter now, I might never get another chance."  Esther 
replied, "Morris, it will cost 50 dollars -- and 50 dollars is 50 dollars". The pilot overheard the 
couple and said, "Look, I'll make you a deal. I'll take the two of you for a flight, and if you can 
stay quiet for the entire ride and not say a word I won't charge you! But if you say one word, 
it's 50 dollars."  Morris and Esther agreed and up they went. The pilot did all kinds of steep 
turns and other fancy manoeuvres, but not a word was heard. He did his daredevil tricks 
several times, but still not a word. When they landed, the pilot turned to Morris and said, 
"By golly, I did everything I could to get you to yell out, but you didn't.   I'm impressed!"  
Morris replied, "Well, to tell you the truth, I almost said something when Esther fell out, but 
you know -- 50 dollars is 50 dollars."                  Roger Lawes 
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Elizabeth Johns Tomb – Restoration complete 

You will all remember my appeals over the last couple of years to raise £6000 to restore the 
Grade II listed 1702 Tomb of Elizabeth Johns and three of her children.  Well, I am delighted 
to report that just before Christmas last year the work was finally completed.  The pictures 
show the before and after views: 

The conservator’s report makes interesting reading: 

“The tomb chest was variously undermined by the penetration of ivy and other plants, the 
loss and failure of mortar and of poorly executed old repairs, and some settlement. The 
chest therefore no longer adequately supported the top slab; this may have led to the for-
mation of the crack across the slab mentioned below. Internally, the chest was inappropri-
ately filled with a selection of random rubble, old mortar, soil and earth, and some brick.  
Interestingly, some of the infill from the base of the interior of the chest was Victorian brick 
with some glass fragments that appeared to be late nineteenth century in origin; this sug-
gests that the tomb was re-built at least once in its time. One might speculate that it was at 
this time that the curious circles were cut in the slab – was it once used for something else 
in another location?   The slab had a number of problems associated with damage,  
weathering and neglect. The long crack mentioned above was probably the greatest 
immediate threat to its integrity; it was not clear until the slab was removed to the 
workshop how far this crack extended across the width of the slab, but it clearly required 
attention. The slab has further distorted and twisted over its length, partly due to the crack 
and partly to lack of support in some areas (this is not unknown - marble slabs in particular 
are known to bend and distort under pressure).  There were significant laminations all 
around the edge of the slab, where the strongly fissile stone had begun to open up under 
pressure from water penetration and associated frost damage. Further small areas of 
superficial lamination had led to the loss of some areas of the inscriptions, although the 
majority of the carved detail survives in remarkably good condition. Some flakes of surface 
stone of many different sizes were, however, under threat of loss.  There were also the two 
large perfectly circular holes cut in the slab, with a recessed rebate within each. The reason 
or purpose for these is still unknown, but it may be that the slab was reused in some way 
and then later reinstated in its current location.   

The carved detail was in places obscured somewhat by the growth of lichen. This, however, 
we regarded as being a part of the patina of age and in itself of value and beauty. In addition 
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an attempt to remove this lichen would almost certainly have involved damaging the 
delicate carving in that area; in some places indeed, the lichen appears to be helping to 
preserve the carved surface.”  If people would like to read the full report it can be found on 
the Thornbury website. To the best of my ability I interpret the carving on the slab as: 

Elizabeth (Johns) the wife of John Johns (jun?) of this parish…. Buried June ye XXVII (27) 
Anno Dom 1702 Anno AEtatis suae 34 The children’s named in order as they were here 
buried.  Elizabeth buried MVV? Aged ?? weeks Thomas X  Patience buried 1702 aged 3…  

These be the Ch(ildren?) (c) to me, Each one these my kingdom be. 

Farewell dear husband and my only son,  

with to their… but to heavens gone…. 

Leaving our (bodies) in this bed of dust?  

……g till resurrection of the just?   

… shall call at ye most joyfull day  

….to judgement come away 

Receive your sentence which (buried?) be.  

Come blessed ever yee shall reign with me.    

There are also some beautifully memento mori showing an hourglass representing the 
fleeting nature of life and a winged skull suggesting mortality. The capitals of the border 
inscription are beautifully rendered, akin to illuminated capitals of a medieval manuscript.  

Now that the restoration is complete, and the beautiful stone slab is back in place, I plan to 
arrange a re-dedication ceremony, probably in the Spring and have eventually managed to 
trace some of Elizabeth’s descendants to attend the service.  As the Johns family were 
significant Yeoman farmers in the village, I thought that finding descendants would not be 
too difficult, especially in an area where people don’t seem to move around too much.  
However, after over a year of searching and appeals to all sorts of websites and Facebook 
groups, I had no success at all, mainly because the family seemed to have had daughters 
who are difficult to follow down the generations.  Then, a few months ago I happened to 
look at the Devon Wills Project and found the Will of John Johns (Elizabeth Johns’ father-in-
law), with Administration granted to Bridget Arnold his Great Granddaughter.  As I had a 
Bridget Johns (1725) in my research it meant I could now move forward.  Anyway, to cut a 
very long story short, Bridget married a John Arnold and their daughter Judith Arnold 
married Richard Rowland on 10 April 1793. I could then trace the Rowland family forward 
through the years to the present day. 

I believed, based on published records, that I had found direct descendants of Judith, still 
living in the area and they would be the 6th and 7th Great Grandchildren of Elizabeth Johns 
nee Col(l)e.  When I contacted the individuals, I was proved correct and they were already 
interested in their family history and one of them had actually donated to the appeal fund 
for the tomb as she is a friend of mine.  This means that when we do re-dedicate the tomb 
in the Spring, Elizabeth’s descendants will be present.  A sort of happy ending to a sad story. 

        Meg Galley-Taylor     February 2020 
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 Devon Wildlife Trust Culm Grassland Natural Flood Management  

This 4-year project across North Devon is helping us to understand, communicate and 
increase the flood risk and wildlife benefits of Culm grasslands.  It is led by Devon Wildlife 
Trust (DWT) and runs from October 2016 to September 2020. 

The summer of 2019 was a 
busy time working with 
local landowners to create 
just over 30 hectares of 
wet grassland habitat 
which meant spreading 
187 bales of green hay 
and over 300 kg of seeds 
over nine sites across the 
Taw, Torridge and Tamar 
catchments. Sites that 

were seeded in 2016 and 2017 are already looking fantastic and it is hoped that this tranche 
of sites will fare equally well, increasing in value for wildlife and contributing to natural flood 
management whilst forming part of a productive farm system. 

We ran two very successful workshops over the summer: a ‘Culm grassland management’ 
day and a botanical training day led by Devon Biodiversity Records Centre gave a grounding 
in Culm wildflower identification to the dozen landowners and volunteers who joined us.  
We have also given talks and led walks for a several local community groups. 

The Stewardship season was quieter than usual, possibly due to uncertainties over the 
political situation. Nevertheless, we helped several landowners to put together Countryside 
Stewardship applications for their Culm grassland. These schemes should bring income to 
aid with managing these beautiful sites over the next five years. As the project enters its 
final year, we are still keen to meet landowners with Culm grassland, or those who would 
like to improve any parts of their holding for wildlife. Our volunteer group will be busy 
helping manage scrub on some sites so do get in touch if you would like to find out about 
opportunities to join us in some practical volunteer work. Likewise, if you simply wish to 
learn more about the project - get in touch!   Email tparsons@devonwildlifetrust.org or 
lbutt@devonwildlifetrust.org or call 01409 221823. We look forward to hearing from you. 

  Marsh fritillary          Ragged Robin         Orchids 



Thornbury Tatler       March 2020 

 

Inter Parish Walk Report -  Thornbury Loop 

There seems to be something about our first walk of the year that attracts significant 
storms! In 2016, it was the first time that I had ever cancelled a walk due to Storm Imogen. 
Last year Storm Erik threatened to have the same effect, but it abated at the last moment. 
On Monday 10th February, the same happened due to Storm Ciara. On Sunday night it 
seemed most unlikely that our walk would take place and yet by Monday morning the wind 
had dropped enough to be safe. I ventured towards Thornbury and was amazed to find that 
by 10 o'clock there were 21 of us including Lisa and her young dog, Gem. Lisa and Paul own 
Thornbury Holiday Park and had kindly given us permission to park there.  We turned right 
out of the main entrance and joined a footpath on the left. I have never taken a group this 
way before as the wooden steps across the Devon bank were quite rotten and unsafe but 
last year our local PROW (Public Right of Way) warden from DCC (Devon County Council) 
reinstated them so we were able to put them to good use. The footpath brought us out onto 
Port Lane where we turned left towards Woodacott from where we followed the road 
towards the church, past the original School/Village Hall building.  We visited St. Peter's 
Church to revisit the restored Grade II listed Elizabeth John's tomb that we were introduced 
to a couple of years ago when Meg led the walk. We were amazed at its transformation 
bearing in mind that it dates from 1702. The next part of our walk involved retracing our 
steps through the trees. It was amazing how quickly the weather deteriorated with pouring 
rain and thunder but thankfully, it didn't amount to much and we were able to enjoy our 
walk which took us to Windy Cross then to Branches Cross where we negotiated a couple of 
stiles in order to return to our cars via the Holiday Park. We walk around the lake which was 
so tranquil, and the wildfowl seemed totally content watching us from the safety of their 
island. Paul and Lisa have made this a beautiful holiday location for visitors to stay and they 
host a lot of community events. You can find out more detail by looking at their web site. 

Our next walk is on 9th March from Halwill Church, EX21 5UH (NOT Halwill Junction). All are 
most welcome : we always set off promptly at 10am. If you need any more information 
please contact me. Evelyn Sharman Tel: 01409 259 848 or evelyn.sharman@btinternet.com 
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A Year in Nature :  Winter into Spring 2020 

This year we have been very fortunate to spend December and January in the southern hemisphere; visiting Thailand, Australia,
visiting children and grandchildren, we have seen some wonderful wildlife!  So, by way of a change, this quarter

Thailand is a tropical country with defined rainy and dry seasons.  It is always warm, with temperatures ranging between 30°C and 40°
C, and has an average humidity of around 90%.  Beside beautiful beaches, habitats include mountains, jungle and plains.  We s
an open treehouse in the jungle of Khao Sok National Park, and it was wonderful to lie awake at night under our mosquito net 
to the sounds of the jungle including the whoops and cries of gibbons.  There are also species of cicadas 
whose song is so loud and high-pitched it sounds like the whistling of a jet plane engine!  A Lynx spider 
guarded the way to our neighbour’s treehouse – her presence maybe not entirely conducive with many 
people’s notion of a “Happynest”!!  We also saw a magnificent Golden Orb Weave Spider in her web.  
The female was approximately 10cms across whilst the male, who lingers on the periphery of her web, is 
around 1.5cms in size.  He has to be extremely cautious when approaching her because if she is not in 
the mood he is likely to get eaten!! 

Australia’s climate is hot and dry; some areas have not had rain for two years, and we have all seen the 
dreadful news footage of the bushfires that have raged this summer.  Much of the interior, or outback, is 

desert – vast swathes of red sand punctuated here and there by patches of bush.  The peripheral countryside is epitomised by ghostly 
gum trees and aromatic eucalyptus, whilst giant ferns and banksias line bush roads.  The pasture is dry, with not a green bla
grass to be seen anywhere. Australia’s wildlife includes more than just marsupials (animals that carry their young in a pouch including 
Kangaroo and Wallabies)!  Amongst others there are a startling array of fabulous birds!  Colourful Rainbow lorikeets, Sulphur
Galah.   I loved the comical call of the Australian raven, the bubbling song of the magpie, and of course the laugh of the Ko
listen!).  But perhaps one of my favourite birds was the tiny, electric Fairy Wren. 

 What wonderful countries these are!  Back to ol’ 
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This year we have been very fortunate to spend December and January in the southern hemisphere; visiting Thailand, Australia, Tasmania and Bali.  As well as  
visiting children and grandchildren, we have seen some wonderful wildlife!  So, by way of a change, this quarter’s wildlife article will have a distinctly exotic tone! 

is a tropical country with defined rainy and dry seasons.  It is always warm, with temperatures ranging between 30°C and 40°
C, and has an average humidity of around 90%.  Beside beautiful beaches, habitats include mountains, jungle and plains.  We stayed in 
an open treehouse in the jungle of Khao Sok National Park, and it was wonderful to lie awake at night under our mosquito net listening 
to the sounds of the jungle including the whoops and cries of gibbons.  There are also species of cicadas 

pitched it sounds like the whistling of a jet plane engine!  A Lynx spider 
her presence maybe not entirely conducive with many 

We also saw a magnificent Golden Orb Weave Spider in her web.  
The female was approximately 10cms across whilst the male, who lingers on the periphery of her web, is 
around 1.5cms in size.  He has to be extremely cautious when approaching her because if she is not in 

climate is hot and dry; some areas have not had rain for two years, and we have all seen the 
dreadful news footage of the bushfires that have raged this summer.  Much of the interior, or outback, is 

vast swathes of red sand punctuated here and there by patches of bush.  The peripheral countryside is epitomised by ghostly 
gum trees and aromatic eucalyptus, whilst giant ferns and banksias line bush roads.  The pasture is dry, with not a green blade of 

s wildlife includes more than just marsupials (animals that carry their young in a pouch including 
Kangaroo and Wallabies)!  Amongst others there are a startling array of fabulous birds!  Colourful Rainbow lorikeets, Sulphur-crested cockatoos, and grey and pink 
Galah.   I loved the comical call of the Australian raven, the bubbling song of the magpie, and of course the laugh of the Kookaburra (try Googling them so you can 

 

What wonderful countries these are!  Back to ol’ Blighty next time!   
  Happy wildlife watching!  Dee 
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Join us at 

“Thornbury 

Tatler” on  

Copy Deadline: Please send all information, events,  
announcements  and articles for the Summer edition of 

the Tatler to the Editor by 15th May at the latest. 
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Fused & Stained Glass Gifts and Jewellery 

Including wind chimes, glass panels and tea-lights 

Handmade to order in Thornbury in colours of your choice 

Call Meg on 261804 or email meg@taylor.it 

Hand-shaped Neapolitan pizza with a 
range of tasty toppings. 

See us at Thornbury Holiday Park 
 Third Friday of the month 6-9pm,  

until  15th May 2020  

Having a party or a function? 
Let us bake for you – delicious pizza, 

happy guests and no washing up!  

Contact Alex on 07967 000396 
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Don’t forget to 

mention that you 

saw them in  

“The Tatler”  

when you contact  

advertisers: their 

support keep us 

free! 
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 EVELYN   
SHARMAN  

 
 

Professional Driving Tuition 
(DVSA ADI)  

 

Tel: 01409 259 848 (Holsworthy)  

Mobile: 07885 352 082  

evelyn.sharman@btinternet.com 
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  Emergency Plan Contact Numbers: 
    
   Chris Ward  S. Wonford - centre    261459  07867 540618 
   Tim Priest  S. Wonford - outlying areas   261673 
   Keith Hutchings Thornbury & outlying areas  261373  07788 140497 
   George Worth Lashbrook & Lopthorne                   281336  07966 486575 
   Trevor Jollow  Woodacott - centre    261291  07773 881110 
   Tony Gifford  Brendon & Forda    261374 
   Stephen Sanders Lower Woodacott     261626   07971  695091 
   Paul Taylor               Plan Coordinator                                261804   07584 720802 
   Steve Bond     Snow Warden   261123   07970 731044 
   Paul Taylor   Road Warden    261804   07584 720802 
 

   General Emergency Numbers: 
 

Police, Fire & Ambulance   Emergencies   999 
Police       Non-urgent     101 
Holsworthy Medical Centre   253692 
Devon Doctors (out of hours)   111 
Stratton Hospital—enquiries  01288 320100 

     Stratton Hospital—MIMI   01288 320101 
A&E— Bideford/Barnstaple   01271 322577 
South West Water (leaks)  0800 2300561 
Gas Emergencies      0800 111999 
Electricity Emergencies    0800 4085500 
Power cuts (Western Power)  0800 6783105 
N.H.S. Direct     111 
Torridge District Council    01237 428700 
D.C.C. Highways     01392 383329 
Environment -S.W. Agency   08708 506506 
Samaritans     08457 909090 
Victim Support     0845 3030900 
 
  Your Holsworthy Rural Police team are: 
  PC Amanda Brown  

       PCSO Mark James  
  Email: torridge@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk  

 
Thornbury Parish Councillors: 
Chair: Keith Hutchings     Vice Chair:  Gaye Tabor 
Trevor Jollow, Chris Ward, Liz Priest, Paul Taylor, Lisa Serra 
Parish Clerk:  Paul Taylor 01409 261804 

 

     Get more local information online at www.thornburyhamlets.com 

 

 Produced by ‘Parish Magazine Printing’ - 01288 341617 


