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Welcome to the Summer Thornbury Tatler !
As I write this it actually feels like summer, so let’s hope that we have another good one, but
with a little more rain to make the grass grow for our farmers. It would also be nice if the
planned events in the village over the summer are also blessed with sunshine.
This is an edition that marks a number of significant departures from the Hamlets. You will
see the final contribution from Kathy Roberts as well as one from David Whitehead and we
thank them both for their contributions to the Church and the community; we will miss you.
We also say a sad farewell to our South Wonford resident Tony Tuck who sadly died at the
end of March. We also say goodbye to our longstanding Parish Clerk and ex-resident
Thelma Priest who is now enjoying a well-earned retirement.
However, we also welcome newcomers: Patrick and Pavlos to Thornbury Manor and Tim
and Marie to Windy Cross. There are also some new faces on the Parish Council as Lisa Serra
and Paul Taylor become Councillors, with Paul also taking over as Parish Clerk from Thelma.
There are some lovely family announcements and we have new advertisers providing a tea
room in Sheepwash and Dog Boarding Kennels in the village. We are also being inspired to
walk more and get out and about with Milton Damerel Garden Group, and for those without
transport there is information about the Ring & Ride Service.
I hope to see you all at the Big Lunch next month.
Meg Galley-Taylor, Editor.
Call 261804, or email to: tatler@thornburyhamlets.com

Thornbury Fun Day and Dog Show
will be held in Woodacott on Saturday 20th July, from 4pm
Stalls, games, competitions, BBQ and bar, and a Dog Show that
welcomes EVERY dog ! (See page 9)
The competitions for this year are:
“Best creation using a plastic milk bottle”
“Biggest dandelion leaf”
and the theme for the photo competition is
‘Clouds’ (local pictures only, no photos from
your holidays!)
There will be prizes for both adult and
under 16 categories for each competition
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The BIG LATE LUNCH 2019
Following the success of last year’s event, you are all
warmly invited to come along to the Thornbury Hamlets’
Big Late Lunch at Thornbury Holiday Park, Woodacott on
Sunday June 2nd from 3 pm onwards. Entry is free, and it
will be a ‘bring and share’ meal : to help us get a good
variety of food, each Hamlet has a local co-ordinator who
will knock on your door to invite you to come, and to get
some idea of what sort of food you will be bringing.
We hope that the weather will be kind to us, but if it is
looking like it might rain, we will still go ahead as we have
the new large marquee, but you might like to bring along
your own gazebo, if you have one, as well as a picnic table
and chairs. We are trying to avoid producing too much
plastic waste so if you could also bring along your own
cutlery, that would help.
The Parish Council have kindly agreed to provide free tea, coffee and squash, but you are
welcome to bring along a tipple of your choice and the bar at the Holiday Park will be open
for you to buy alcoholic and other soft drinks. The playground at the Holiday Park will be
available for children under parental
supervision. There will be an instant
prize tombola, and a Grand Raffle for a
hamper full of goodies, and other
prizes, all proceeds of which will go to
this year’s chosen charity, which is the

Devon Air Ambulance Trust
This will be another chance for neighbours, old and new, to get
together and gossip and share stories. If you know of somebody
who might like to come but has no transport, then let us know
and we will arrange for them to be collected.
If anyone is willing to help set up the venue on
Saturday afternoon and Sunday morning and/or clear
up after the event, then we would love to hear from
you— call us on 261628 .

Let’s make this another great community event!
Jane Akers, Meg Galley-Taylor, Linda Bond, Lindsey
Hutchings, Lili Hansen, Marie Hunt and Lisa Serra.
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Forthcoming Events in and around Thornbury Hamlets
May 27th, from 3pm Hog Roast at THP Call Lisa for details on 261750
June 2nd, from 3pm Thornbury’s BIG LUNCH 2019 Thornbury Holiday Park. Bring and
Share meal, bar open. See details on page 3.
June 6th, 7-9pm
Pizza Night at THP Fresh wood-fired oven baked pizza
June 8th, 10.00am Saturday Church, Bradford Hall, all are welcome. Liz on 261312
June 10th, 10.00am Inter-Parish Walk Bradworthy. Meet in Square, EX22 7TD.
June 13th, 7-9pm
Pizza Night at THP Fresh wood-fired oven baked pizza
June 15th, 10.30 -12 Coffee Morning St. Peter’s Church, all welcome
June 20th, 7-9pm
Pizza Night at THP Fresh wood-fired oven baked pizza
June 23rd, from 2pm Cider and Pasty Walk See page 9 for details.
June 27th, 7-9pm
Pizza Night at THP Fresh wood-fired oven baked pizza
June 30th, 10.30am Patronal Holy Communion St. Peter’s Church, all welcome
July 4th, 7-9pm
Pizza Night at THP Fresh wood-fired oven baked pizza
July 7th, 10.30am
Holy Communion St. Peter’s Church, all welcome
July 8th, 10.00am
Inter-Parish Walk Holsworthy Hamlets. Meet at East Vognacott near
Chilsworthy, EX22 7BJ.
July 11th, 7-9pm
Pizza Night at THP Fresh wood-fired oven baked pizza
July 13th, 10.00am Saturday Church Bradford Hall, all are welcome. Liz on 261312
July 14th, 6.30pm
Songs of Praise At Beaworthy Church - event TBC
July 18th, 7-9pm
Pizza Night at THP Fresh wood-fired oven baked pizza
July 20th, from 4pm Fun Day & Dog Show on Eddie’s Field, Woodacott. See pages 2 & 9.
July 25th, 7-9pm
Pizza Night at THP Fresh wood-fired oven baked pizza
July 28th, 10.30am Holy Communion St. Peter’s Church, all welcome
August 1st, 7-9pm
Pizza Night at THP Fresh wood-fired oven baked pizza
August 8th, 7-9pm
Pizza Night at THP Fresh wood-fired oven baked pizza
August 10th, 10.00 Saturday Church Bradford Hall, all are welcome. Liz on 261312
August 12th, 10.00 Inter-Parish Walk Pancrasweek. Lower Tamar Lake CP, EX22 7LB.
August 14th, 8.00
Parish Council Meeting St. Peter’s Church, all welcome
August 15th, 7-9pm Pizza Night at THP Fresh wood-fired oven baked pizza
August 17th,10.30-12 Coffee Morning & Jumble Sale St. Peter’s Church, all welcome
August 22nd, 7-9pm Pizza Night at THP
Fresh wood-fired oven baked pizza
August 25th, 10.30 Holy Communion St. Peter’s Church, all welcome
August 29th, 7-9pm Pizza Night at THP Fresh wood-fired oven baked pizza
For events at Thornbury Holiday Park (THP), contact Lisa on 261750 for details or to book.
For Saturday Church, contact Liz on 261312 or Morag on 281800.
For Inter-Parish Walks, contact Evelyn Sharman on 259848.
Watch the ‘Thornbury Tatler’ Facebook page for details of further events in and around
the Hamlets and at Thornbury Holiday Park, such as food nights and live music.
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CONGRATULATIONS !
Elodie Judith Sheppard born 8/4/19 to
dad Stephen Sheppard and Natalie
Osborne of The Briars, Brendon

This is Jess Hutchings and Mark Andrew with
baby Luna Olivia Jane Andrew. Born on the
9th April at 10.25, weighing 6 lbs 8 oz
The wedding of Dani Sousa and Mark
Whelan with daughter Ruby in attendance

Erin B Jefferies born on the 7/3/19 to
dad Pete Jefferies and Rebecca
Osborne, who grew up in Brendon
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Farewell message from Rev. Preb. Kathy Roberts
I grew up in South Africa in the years of Apartheid – that ideology that attempted to destroy
peoples’ sense of dignity and self-worth and that has left so many people with wounds of
varying intensity and depth. Desmond Tutu said that Apartheid maintained that people are
created for separation, alienation and division, disharmony and disunity. Christians believe
that people are made for togetherness, for fellowship.
One of the foundations of African spirituality is the concept of Ubuntu. It means, literally, “I
am because we are” – I can only be a person through others. Archbishop Desmond Tutu
says that it is about the essence of being human, it is part of the gift that Africa will give to
the world. It embraces hospitality, caring about others, being willing to go that extra mile for
the sake of others. A person is a person through another person, that my humanity is caught
up, bound up inextricably in yours. When I dehumanise you, I inexorably dehumanise myself. The solitary human person is a contradiction in terms and therefore you seek to work
for the common good because your humanity comes into its own community, in belonging.
Ubuntu is based on unconditional respect, human dignity, compassion, hospitality and
stewardship. There is a Tsonga-tribe proverb that expresses the spirit of Ubuntu: One finger
cannot thresh grain. Shona wisdom says that a thumb on its own cannot destroy fleas!
If someone has Ubuntu, they are people who care for the deepest needs of others, who
faithfully keep the social obligations. They are conscious of their personal rights, but also of
their duties to their neighbours. The person who lacks Ubuntu does not fulfil their social
obligations and basically, they are self-centred people. People living in our villages often
comment that there is such a sense of caring for one another. If anyone is in difficulty, help
is always at hand. That surely is an outworking of ubuntu!
No one knows what the outcome of the Brexit negotiations is going to be, as at the moment
we are living in uncertain times. We will need to maintain and foster that ongoing sense of
caring for one another, sharing what we have with those who have less than we do, if for no
other reason than, as Desmond Tutu has pointed out, a person is a person through another
person, my humanity is caught up, bound up inextricably in yours.
Thank you to all who came to my farewell service and lunch at the end of April. Farewells
are always hard, but this event, although tinged with sadness, was also filled with gratitude
for all that we have known together over the past nearly 14 years. In the Benefice we have
been learning about working and worshipping together and we have been discovering all
the truths of Ubuntu – it’s really better together!
So I leave with sadness at no longer being able to work and worship with people who have
become good friends, but with a sense of deep gratitude for all that I have known and
experienced with them over these past years. I do trust that what we have learned and put
into practice together will continue to grow and benefit not just those who are part of the
church community, but also more widely in the community too!
With all good wishes to you all, Kathy
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St. Peter’s Church Report
This is a time of great change at the Church: we have said farewell to Kathy, and David and
Sue Whitehead have stepped down from the PCC, as David reports below. Meanwhile, we
have welcomed Joan Smith, Wendy Green and Jean Forrester-Barker to the PCC, to carry on
the work on running and caring for the Church while we wait for the appointment of a new
vicar. You can find details of all services at St. Peter’s, the Saturday Church meetings, and
our Coffee Mornings, in the events list in this Tatler, and the website. We aim to hold a
Jumble Sale at our August Coffee Morning, so please save any items for collection.

Sara Lawes, Secretary to the PCC
By the time you read this article, our Rector, Kathy Roberts will have left her position as
vicar in charge of our Church which is part of the Black Torrington Benefice. Shortly before
she left, all the Churches in the Benefice held a joint meeting at Highampton to discuss the
annual reports from 2018. The idea of having a joint meeting made a lot of sense as it saved
Kathy having to visit four churches and do them individually. Copies of the annual report
together with the financial information are available at the back of each Church. If you are
unable to obtain please contact the Parochial Church Council via Sara Lawes.

Kathy Roberts’ leaving party was well attended and as you can imagine, emotionally
charged. The Churches in the Benefice clubbed together for a leaving present and she was
presented at the lunch, with a beautiful 2-foot-high metal cockerel from RHS Rosemoor as
well as a voucher for further goodies from there. We wish her and Peter all the very best in
the new house and in her new retired status.
As mentioned in previous articles, Thornbury had its five-yearly (quinquennial) inspection in
2018 and several items were earmarked for action. The main one is to repair and maintain
the windows of the church which need some TLC due to the ravages of time. Quotes have
been received and the specialised companies involved have been given the green light to do
the necessary maintenance as well as cleaning all of the windows . Work has already
started on the Elizabeth Johns tomb, the oldest one in our graveyard (see page 9). The top
plate has been removed and taken away for
restoration.
This will be my last article in the Tatler as
Churchwarden. Unfortunately, I have found it
necessary to vacate the position. I have very much
enjoyed my time at Thornbury and Sue and I will miss
the Church and all our friends. New members have
joined the PCC and I am confident they will be able to
carry on looking after the church building and more
importantly, the residents of the Thornbury Hamlets,
because YOU are the church.
I wish you all success and happiness.
David Whitehead.
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Inter Parish Walk Report
The sun came up on Monday 13th May and there was promise of a glorious day. Twenty
three of us, including four legged friends Indi and Buddy, met at the Parish Hall in Milton
Damerel. We also had the company of Edwina, a lady visiting from Hampshire. Mike Jackson
led the way up the hill from the car park and then we followed the permissive path on the
left. This took us through a lovely wooded area with a carpet of bluebells. They were a joy to
behold. We emerged from the woods into a grassy field where heifers were grazing
contentedly on the far side until they saw us. They couldn't resist coming over to see us all
negotiate the stile. They were very funny. We strolled through the Church yard & turned
right along the lane towards Lizzie's Larder. I wonder whether you have tried a jar of their
delicious Devon clotted cream fudge sauce? We followed the track that is known locally as
"Butterfly Lane". I failed to see any butterflies but I was somewhat distracted by the young
lambs in an adjacent field. When we re-joined the lane, we turned left & headed towards
the Chapel. At this point, Mike gave us the option of following the lane back to the Parish
Hall or taking the longer route across the fields. Bearing in mind that he had been given kind
permission to take this detour by the landowner, John Elliot, we all decided to take advantage of the opportunity. The views were stunning as we strolled through the fields which
fortuitously had been cut for silage recently and so walking was easy. By the time we rejoined the lane, I had completely lost my sense of direction. Thankfully, Mike knew exactly
where we were and pointed us in the direction of the Parish Hall where Roberta had kindly
arranged refreshments for us all. They were very much appreciated especially as we had
built up quite a thirst having walked approx. 3.75 miles.
Our next walk will be on Monday 10th June. We will meet in Bradworthy Square with a
view to setting off at 10am. Everyone is most welcome to join us. If you would like any more
information, please contact me.
Evelyn Sharman Tel: 01409 259 848

Email: evelyn.sharman@btinternet.com

Holsworthy Walk and Talk
Our walk on 3rd May took us to Meldon near Okehampton. 32 walkers and 2 dogs enjoyed
the treat of a vast carpet of bluebells together with the sunshine which helped their scent to
fill the air. This walk covers a variety of terrain together with a trip through some of Dartmoor’s industrial history. We saw the remnants from arsenic mining, limestone quarrying
dating back to the 1790s and copper mining. We walked underneath the Meldon Viaduct
which dates from the 1800s and is only one of two wrought iron truss girder viaducts constructed in this country. We also looked at the spot where we hope to site the David Arney
Memorial Bench.
Our walks are all well attended but there is always a welcome to anyone who would like to
join us and enjoy the multitude of benefits that accrue from walking, especially with other
people. All our walks are free.
For details of our walk programme please contact Gillian Aston on 01409 254642 or check
out the website www.walkingforhealth.org.uk.
Gillian Aston
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Saving the 18th Century Johns family tomb at St. Peter’s Church
I’m please to advise that our
Crowdfunding campaign raised a
total of £1,184 to date, so a big
thank you to everyone who has
donated.
As a result, work has now started
on this project, with the removal
of the top slab for drying out,
prior to restoration later this
summer. The rest of the tomb
will be repaired in situ after a
new concrete base has been
inserted to stabilise the structure.
Meg Galley-Taylor

Thornbury Dog Show: 20th July
from 4pm

Classes, at £1 each per entry

Best local dog (Thornbury, Bradford &
Cookbury, Milton Damerel)
Prettiest bitch
Handsomest dog
Best rescued dog
Best looking puppy (5 months - 1 year)
Best waggy tail
Most attractive scruffiest dog
Best child handler (up to 16yrs)
Best condition
Best Veteran (8yrs +)
Novelty classes
Best fancy dress
Dog that looks most like its owner
Dog the judge would most like to take home
All winners of the above classes are invited
back for the opportunity of winning Best
reserve in Show and Best in Show Rosettes.

Contact Liz Marden on 07738268400
for more details of the show
or see Facebook & website

Cider & Pasty Walk

This year’s event will be on 23rd
June from 2.30 pm until 4 pm,
starting at South Blagdon,
Holsworthy, EX22 6NX, home of
Michael and Dee Priest. There will
be long and short walks, and very
little walking on the roads.
More details from
Liz Priest on 261312
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Helicopter Tales - Chinese for Beginners
“Sun River” was an annual
exercise in The Gambia. It
included working on projects
for the local community,
supporting infantry training
and engineers doing
construction tasks on roads
and bridges. Our doctor (a
GP from Norfolk) asked if I
would fly him to visit a
Chinese-run hospital located
in a remote part of the
country. I arranged to land
at a nearby school, and the
head teacher asked me if I
would please speak to the schoolchildren who, having just completed their end-of-term
exams, had no formal lessons remaining. Having seen the doctor safely to the hospital I
returned to the school – a small collection of tin-roofed shacks with a central meeting room.
I saw that the assembled children ranged in age from about six or seven up to mid-teens,
and quickly thought out what I would say to them. I decided to address them all as young
adults and informed them what the British Army was doing in their country, emphasising
the building of roads and bridges. Concluding with a simple outline of current events I
suggested that they could best use the remainder of my time with them by asking me
questions – perhaps about the UK, Europe, the British Army or anything else of interest to
them. I took the first question from a young man at the back of the group: “If James Callaghan loses the forthcoming general election what do you think of a woman becoming the
next Prime Minister of the UK”? This was followed by: “If Mrs Thatcher heads the next
government what effect will this have on the UK’s relationship with the European Union?”
To this day I thank heaven that I had not talked down to the children. Also, I marvelled at
their intellect and knowledge of the wider world– not likely to be reciprocated in the
average British schoolchild of a
similar age.
I regretted that I was not able to
spend longer at the school, but I had
to collect the doctor. At the hospital
I was met by him, and his Chinese
host – the latter beaming serenely,
the former looking rather confused
and somewhat harassed. They had
spent the better part of four hours in
each other’s company – but without
any common language with which to
communicate. >>>
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After the exercise had ended , I went to liaise with the commander of the Gambian police
force with regard to future cooperation and training. Our business was quickly done, and the
commander suggested lunch at the nearby Sun Wing Hotel. I felt a little out of place as we
walked around a large swimming pool and took seats at the outside bar – I in rather dusty
combat dress and a pale blue beret and he in a very smart uniform. As we sat down the
hubbub of noise around the bar and the pool was replaced by an eerie silence. The tourists
– mostly British, German and Swedish – were obviously taken aback by our appearance.
The silence was gradually replaced by a crescendo of talking at which point, two of the
tourists presented themselves at the bar. They enquired - “Are you from the United
Nations? Has there been a revolution? “Are you here to rescue us”? ** Roger Lawes
**There was an attempted coup two years later, followed by a successful military coup in
1994!

Milton Damerel Gardening Group News
All meetings are normally on the 3rd Monday of each month at 7.30pm at the Milton
Damerel Parish Hall or stated venue. Membership is £5 a year and £2 per meeting, visitors
welcome at £3. Tea or coffee and biscuits are provided.
17th June, 7pm Garden visit to Little Webbery, Alverdiscott EX39 4PS. Cost £6.75, which
includes tea & cake.
15th July, 7pm Garden visit to Boyton Mill, Boyton PL15 9RG. Cost £4, which includes tea &
cake.
19th August, 7.30pm Members garden social and bring and share BBQ supper at Little West
Hole, Newton St. Petrock.
Flower and Veg Show will be on Saturday 7th September 2019. Please put this date on
your calendar and start preparing your entries.
New members are welcome. Contact Officers:
Diana Illingworth-Cook: 07853 319250 Gail Whitley: 261792 or Lesley Self: 261294

Broadband News
The CDS broadband programme has announced that it is now offering vouchers to
all homes and businesses in the region with broadband speeds of less than 2Mbps,
who are without a published delivery date for superfast broadband within the next
12 months. The Better Broadband Voucher Scheme helps provide access to a
broadband service offering download speeds of at least 10 Mbps. Vouchers worth
up to £350 would contribute towards the cost of equipment and installation of a
4G, Fixed Wireless or Satellite solution.
Applications need to be made through registered suppliers on the approved
supplier list at https://basicbroadbandchecker.culture.gov.uk/
Any premises benefiting from a voucher will not be removed from future superfast
delivery plans. This includes premises within the current planned superfast delivery
in Thornbury parish, through the CDS Airband contract.
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Parish Council News
Council Elections 2019
You will be aware that there were no local elections this year, as the number of candidates
standing did not exceed the number of seats available (2 seats in the District Council, 7 seats
in the Parish Council). Six people stood for election to the Parish Council, and at the AGM of
the Parish Council, Lisa Serra was co-opted to make the seventh member. Details of your
new Parish Council members can be found on the back cover of this Tatler. Due to
boundary changes, we now live in a newly created district of Torridge, namely Milton &
Tamarside, for which we have two new councillors, who we asked to introduce themselves:
see their words on page 15.
Thank you Thelma
After 10 years as Clerk to Thornbury Parish Council, Thelma Priest retired in May 2019.
Thelma has worked tirelessly over this period in administering the work of the Council,
including a great deal of effort relating to the proposed new parish hall and the sale of the
old hall site. She was also a key member of the Parish Plan group, and in organising our
annual Fun Day. Thelma, you will be missed !
As the new Parish Clerk for Thornbury, I look forward to working with the Parish Council and
the community to develop the plans for the new hall, and to help make Thornbury an even
better place to live. Contact me at: clerk@thornburyhamlets.com, or call 261804.
Parish Plan Public Consultation Meeting
This was held on 3rd March, and was intended to allow members of the community to see
the outcomes from the actions arising from the original Parish Plan from 2012, and to allow
comments on the priorities for a new version of the plan. Here is some of the initial
feedback we received on the day:
Community / New Hall—what would you like to do ?
‘Badminton and table tennis in the hall please’
‘Skittles’
‘Skittles, education classes’.
‘Aerobics and circuit training’. ‘Martial arts, yoga, tai chi’
‘Bar, kitchen, space for keep fit / other classes, part-time shop?’
‘Conference facility ’ ‘Evening Pilates classes’ ‘Language classes’
Transport and Roads
The roads which are used a lot are much improved but a lot of our by-roads are very poor
(esp. past Thorn Farm to Cranapool)
Health & Well-being
Can we have a defibrillator at the Church?
The Parish Plan group will be working on a new questionnaire, which will be issued later this
year to every household in the parish.
Paul Taylor
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A New Community Hall for Thornbury—getting closer!
From Keith Hutchings: “As Chair of the Parish Council, I’m delighted to be able to
tell you that our outline planning application, to build a new Community Hall for
Thornbury Hamlets at Windy Cross, was approved by Torridge District Council on
1st March 2019. This is great news, after much hard work by many in our parish
over a number of years. The decision regarding the development of the old hall site
is still in progress, but we have had good meetings with the Planning department,
and we hope for positive news on that front in the coming weeks.
Of course, the next phase now starts, to raise the necessary funding from grants
and other sources, and to create a detailed plan for the new building. To do this, we
need to have input from the community about their preferences, as to what they
would like to see included, and what they would like to do at the hall when it is
opened.
In parallel, the Parish Plan Group has started a new project to re-visit the existing
Parish Plan created in 2012, and as part of this, will be issuing a new questionnaire
to every household in the parish. This will include questions on this topic, as well as
Environment, Transport, Health & Wellbeing, Communication and other local
issues. Please give us your input on what YOU want to see or do in Thornbury.
We are always happy to welcome “new blood” in these groups, so if you would like
to contribute to the development of our community, do get in touch. Thank you all
for your continuing support”
Keith Hutchings, Chair, Thornbury Parish Council

Thornbury Road Warden Report
Thornbury’s roads came through last winter in fair shape, with few frosts to
create potholes, and we do have a good stock of pothole repair material in
hand, so if there is a pothole near you, and you can spare an hour to help fix
it, just get in touch and we can sort it out together. We will be focussing on
stressing the continuing terrible state of the Thorn road, and the Ley Cross
to High Park road, to Highways: the whole of these surfaces are breaking up and need
serious work to repair them.
Otherwise, please continue to report ALL potholes or damage, either to the Highways
website: www.new.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/report-a-problem/ or call them on
0345 155 1004 or 0845 155 1004. It will only get better if we ALL complain !!
Please also send a note of ongoing Highways issues to : roads@thornburyhamlets.com, or
call me on 261804. Paul Taylor
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Draft of Thornbury Parish Council Minutes for 8th May 2019, Church, 8pm.
Those present: Keith Hutchings (KH), Liz Priest (LP), Trevor Jollow (TJ), Gaye Tabor (GT), Paul Taylor
(PT), Councillor Ken James (KJ) of Torridge District Council. Apologies: Thelma Priest (TP)
Minutes of previous meeting: These had been sent to all and taken as read. Signed by the Chair.
Matters arising from the minutes: None
Election of officers: Thelma Priest has written to TPC to resign as Clerk with effect from this date.
The Council expressed its gratitude to Thelma for her 10 years’ service in the post. Paul Taylor had
offered to serve as Clerk and was nominated by GT and seconded by TJ. Unanimously approved.
Election of Chair: Keith Hutchings was nominated by TJ and seconded by GT. Unanimously approved.
Election of Vice-Chair: Gaye Tabor was nominated by TJ and seconded by LP. Unanimously approved.
Co-opting of a seventh member: Members agreed to co-opt Lisa Serra.
Plans: 1/0064/2019/FUL, Hendra, approved. 1/0588/2018/OUT, New village Hall, approved.
1/0181/2019/FUL, Homeleigh, replacement garage plus extension. councillors had been contacted
and no objections were raised. 1/0236/2019/REM, (Land at Frogapool). The Council has no
objections. PT to advise Planning.
Devon Communities Together: It was agreed to join DCT, and for PT to attend the conference in June.
Action: PT to process membership and book place.
Defibrillator: Operation now appears stable; we will continue to monitor performance regularly. It
was agreed that a further training course would be arranged in the Autumn. PT to arrange.
Fun Day: Liz Marden from Shebbear has offered to organise, and class sponsors and helpers are
being recruited. KH to investigate option to hold a dog agility display. PT to contact possible stall
holders and other displays to conform attendance. It was decided not to invite other charity cake
sellers to the event to protect revenue from our own cake stall. PT to inform.
Woodacott noticeboard: a cheque was signed for £36.49 for TJ, with thanks for his efforts.
Parish Plan public meeting: a cheque for the invoice from THP for £50 was signed.
Warning signs at the Old Hall: cheque for £16.57 was signed for KH.
DALC: It was agreed to continue membership for this year at £72.35, a cheque was signed.
Church fees for TPC: a cheque for £30 was signed for 3 meetings.
Clerks expenses: a cheque for £41.50 was signed for PT.
Big Lunch: it was agreed to fund tea coffee etc for this community event, on 2nd June. PT to advise.
Insurance for Community Marquee: PT has confirmed with our insurers that we are not covered for
use at other than community events. Quotes for single event insurance are between £80 and £100.
PT to check with DALC and see if better terms can be obtained. PT to advise existing bookings of
current status.
Correspondence: a letter from TDC re the CAN fitness initiative was read. Agreed not to participate
while we have no hall.
AOB: KH advised that a footpath sign opposite the Priory has been reported as being obscured, and
that there may be a Planning related issue with the occupation of the adjacent land. PT to check and
also speak to the TDC Compliance Officer.
TJ advised that there are broken road signs at Branches and elsewhere. PT to check with Highways
and see if a general programme if sign updating and replacement can be funded through grants (e.g.
HMCEF).
Banking: it was agreed that PT should be a cheque signatory. PT to work with TP to ensure a full
transition with NatWest.
>>>>
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Communities Together Grant: PT advise that this will not operate in FY 19/20, but KJ advised that a
new scheme from DCC would operate in FY20/21.
Change to meeting day: GT requested that TPC meetings be held on Thursdays in future: the meeting
agreed, PT to check and re-issue the timetable of dates as necessary.
Parish Hall working group meetings to be called as necessary to progress the project.
The meeting welcomed Councillor Ken James (one of our two TDC members for Milton & Tamarside)
and thanked him for his support and discussed ongoing matters and future plans at TDC.
The meeting closed at 9.24pm. The next meeting is set for August 14th at 8pm but is subject to change
as above (PT to confirm).

Parish and District Elections 2019—meet your new District Councillors
Kit Hepple, Conservative
I am proud to have been elected, alongside Councillor Ken James, as a District Councillor for the Milton and Tamarside Ward which covers Thornbury Hamlets. This being my first term I will have a lot to
learn but I am keen to help the individual Parishes within my Ward as well as Torridge District as a
whole wherever I am reasonably able to do so. Over the last couple of weeks I have met with key
officers and staff from Torridge District Council and I have been struck by their passion and
enthusiasm in the work that they do and I am looking forward to working with them as a
representative of the Milton & Tamarside Ward.
Just a brief bit of background information about me. My wife and I moved here in 2015 and we now
enjoy living in Pyworthy where we run the Molesworth Arms. I also practice part time as a Chartered
Surveyor where I now concentrate on advising and negotiating residential lease extensions and
collective enfranchisement on behalf of leaseholders. I look forward to working with, and for, you all
over the next 4 years. My TDC mail address is councillor.hepple@torridge.gov.uk should anybody
need to contact me directly.

Ken James, Independent
I moved to Bridgerule in 1974, to start farming at Merrifield with a few Ayrshires to start with, then
changing to Pedigree Friesians. Both of us came from the car Industry, I was a Process planner for new
models and Elizabeth was a secretary.
I'm married to Elizabeth, and we have two children. Katherine and her husband live in the Hamlet with
our two grandsons, Simon and his wife live in Bude, with our two grand daughters.
Having recently sold the Dairy Herd, apart from farming some beef, I do a little in the community: I
have been on Bridgerule Parish Council for 30years, 25 of them as Chair and the usual local things, like
Chairing Village Hall committee, Revel committee, Friends of the school and a Governor.
I pass the time as a Trustee of Holsworthy Property Trust (Affordable Housing incl. Youth centre &
Youth Club), Holsworthy Transport (Ring & Ride), Ruby Country Partnership ( VIC centre Wetlands
Project and Man Shed).
I have been an Independent District councillor for 14years and now find myself Deputy Leader of
Torridge District Council. I look forward to being part of an open, transparent, forward looking council
for the benefit of all our residents.
I can be contacted on my TDC email address at: councillor.james@torridge.gov.uk
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A Year in Nature - S

Spring marks the start of new lifecyc
winter months in a dormant state ou
flowers such as Snowdrops and Croc
Celandine and Greater Stitchwort. B
vital food source for queen bumbleb
winter months in the soil, the queen
re-fuel on nectar as they search for

As the weather warms our native bird species begin courtship,
and search for suitable places to build their nests. Summer
visitors, including Chiffchaff and Swallow, arrive and add their
own songs to our rich dawn chorus. In Woodacott I heard the
first Chiffchaffs around 10 April. These summer visitors have
travelled from the Mediterranean and Africa. However, as a
result of warming temperatures, some individuals are
beginning to over-winter here.
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Our resident hibernating Brown Long-eared bat t
some brief flights during the warmer evenings of
February, and spent his first day away from the
hibernation roost on 31 March. However, follow
the brief cold snap, he was back again, and did n
finally depart for good until 20 April. By 22 Apri
were also recording Common Pipistrelle, Sopran
Pipistrelle, Lesser Horseshoe, and Greater Horse
bats within the locality.
Reptiles, including Slow Worm and Common Lizard, become active during the warmer months.
They do not regulate their own body temperatures as we do, instead they are ‘poikilothermic’,
relying on the sun to warm them. In the early mornings they may be found on south-facing
rocks and walls where they bask until their muscles have warmed enough to go hunting for
invertebrates.

Orange Tip butterflies are an early Spring species too. Whilst these readily visit gardens, they
love the surrounding wet meadowland habitats, feeding on Cuckooflower and Garlic Mustard.
It is our first year in Woodacott, and so our wildlife records are only just beginning.
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Spring into Summer 2019

cles for our flora and fauna! Having spent the cold
ur plants and animals begin to stir in March. Early
cuses give way to Bluebell, Red Campion, Lesser
But did you know that these early spring flowers are a
bees emerging from hibernation? Having spent the
ns emerge with depleted energy stores, and need to
suitable holes in which to nest and lay their eggs.

Spring sees the welcome return of ‘our’ Swallows.
These have travelled over 8000 miles from South
Africa! It is a perilous journey. Many birds die en
route either from starvation or exhaustion whilst
crossing the Sahara, or from storms over the Congo
rainforest and the French Pyrenees. But if they
make it, breeding pairs will return faithfully to the
same nest-sites each year, generation after
generation! What amazing birds they are – and
what a sense of direction !
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So far we have recorded 33 bird species – wonderful! But one of the most thrilling sightings is
the fairly regular appearance of Brown Hare – a rare and declining species. And a few nights
ago, returning late from a bat survey, we stopped the car to allow a hedgehog to cross the road
(near the Holiday Park). Another great sighting of a species whose numbers have declined at an
alarming rate in recent years. It appears, happily, that the wildlife of the Thornbury area is
doing very well indeed! Have a wonderful summer, and happy wildlife watching!
Dee Medlicott
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Holsworthy Rural Community Transport has a fresh new logo reflecting the rural
nature of the communities we serve. We continue to provide the same great services,
dedicated to improving quality of life for people in our rural area by providing them with
opportunities & independence. We cover an area of 175 square miles around Holsworthy
and beyond, so Thornbury Hamlets is a key parish for our operations.
If you are stuck at home without access to your own transport, then our small charity may
well be able to help you out. We offer real support to people of all ages who have need of
transport because they are living in our rurally isolated area with its limited public transport
network & you may perhaps not be aware of all that it has to offer. Users of our service say
that it provides a “lifeline” & that it makes them feel more independent because they don’t
need to rely on asking friends or family to give them lifts.
Many people in our community are not even aware that they are eligible to take advantage
of our services. Are you one of these people or do you have a friend or neighbour who
could benefit from our help? If you have difficulty accessing public transport, have no access to transport of your own during the day or if you have special mobility needs then you
will be eligible to take advantage of our services, whatever your age. Even if someone else
in your household has a vehicle, if he or she uses that vehicle during the day to go to work,
leaving you at home without any transport, then you will be able to use our services. In
addition, if you are temporarily unable to drive, for example due to illness or injury, then
you would meet the eligibility criterion. We have three main services on offer for you:
‘Ring & Ride’
Our Ring and Ride service offers a wheelchair accessible minibus which picks you up directly
from your own home & takes you out to a wide range of destinations for shopping trips,
lunch trips, event visits & excursions. Our driver will collect you from your home & take you
back there afterwards, helping you with your shopping bags if necessary. We offer daily
trips to predefined destinations which our users may otherwise be unlikely to be able to
visit. You will receive a timetable pack every two months detailing the trips which are on
offer & then you can select which trips you are interested in. The timetable runs Monday –
Friday & return fares start from £5. There is no booking fee, but you will need to register
with our office to use this service. Just call us on 01409 259001 to register & then you can
start booking trips!
‘Cars for Care’
If you need transport to a healthcare appointment we have volunteer drivers who use their
own cars to provide you with a taxi style service. Our driver will pick you up from your
home, take you to your appointment, wait for you & bring you back home again afterwards.
This service is for people requiring transport to important medical appointments at GP surgeries, dentists & hospitals (such as Barnstaple, Exeter or Plymouth). As well as those who
have no access to transport of their own, if a person is temporarily unable to drive, perhaps
for medical reasons, then he or she would also be eligible to use this car service. There is a
charge of 45p per mile to cover the volunteer’s fuel & insurance costs. If possible we ask for
48 hours’ notice before your appointment to allow us to find a driver for you. Call our office
on 01409 259001 for more information. >>>>
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‘Here for Hire’
Are you part of a local community group, youth group, sports team or charity which needs
to transport its members to events or venues? We have 14 – 16-seater minibuses available
for group travel on weekdays, evenings & weekends. The cost is very reasonably priced at
£50 per day or £30 per evening (plus fuel). Drivers must be over 21 & must have held their
driving licence for more than two years plus they must not get paid to drive the bus.
Advance booking is essential for this service, call our office on 01409 259001 to make a
booking.

I hope this article will give readers in Thornbury Hamlets a flavour of what our organisation
has to offer you. For those with access to the internet, you might like to have a look at our
brand new website at the following web address: https://pickme-up.co.uk/ which gives lots
of useful information about the services offered such as current timetables for the Ring &
Ride trips & a map of the area we cover (you will see that Thornbury is located in our pick
up Zone 2).
If you would like to talk to someone personally in more detail about the services available or
if you would like to register for the service & book a trip, then please call the Holsworthy
Rural Community Transport office on 01409 259001. Alternatively, if you prefer, you can
email the office on: office@holsworthyruraltransport.co.uk. The office now has extended its
hours & is open Monday – Friday from 9.00am – 3.00pm & we would love to hear from you.
Julia Foster, Holsworthy Rural Community Transport

Join us at
“Thornbury
Tatler” on

Copy Deadline: Please send all information, events,
announcements and articles for the Autumn edition of
the Tatler to the Editor by 15th August at the latest.
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Fused & Stained Glass Gifts and Jewellery
Brooches, Pendants and Earrings. Stained glass panels.
Handmade to order in Thornbury in colours of your choice
Call Meg on 261804 or email meg@taylor.it

Hand-shaped Neapolitan pizza with a range
of tasty toppings including our own
home-reared pork and home-grown veg.
Find us locally at Thornbury Holiday Park
every Thursday from
6 June to 29 August, 7pm-9pm
Having a party or a function?
Let us bake for you – delicious pizza, happy
guests and no washing up!

Contact Alex on 07967 000396
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EVELYN
SHARMAN
Professional Driving Tuition
(DVSA ADI)
Tel: 01409 259 848 (Holsworthy)

Mobile: 07885 352 082
evelyn.sharman@btinternet.com
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Holsworthy Pets & Garden Supplies

4 Victoria Square
Holsworthy
07760 104031
Contact: Dan Baseley
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Emergency
Plan
Contact Numbers:
June
2019

Chris Ward
Tim Priest
Keith Hutchings
George Worth
Trevor Jollow
Tony Gifford
Stephen Sanders
Paul Taylor
Steve Bond
Paul Taylor

S. Wonford - centre
S. Wonford - outlying areas
Thornbury & outlying areas
Lashbrook & Lopthorne
Woodacott - centre
Brendon & Forda
Lower Woodacott
Plan Coordinator
Snow Warden
Road Warden

261459
261673
261373
281336
261291
261374
261626
261804
261123
261804

07867 540618
07788 140497
07966 486575
07773 881110
07971 695091
07584 720802
07970 731044
07584 720802

General Emergency Numbers:
Police, Fire & Ambulance
Police
Holsworthy Medical Centre
Devon Doctors (out of hours)
Stratton Hospital—enquiries
Stratton Hospital—MIMI
A&E— Bideford/Barnstaple
South West Water (leaks)
Gas Emergencies
Electricity Emergencies
Power cuts (Western Power)
N.H.S. Direct
Torridge District Council
D.C.C. Highways
Environment -S.W. Agency
Samaritans
Victim Support

Emergencies 999
Non-urgent 101
253692
111
01288 320100
01288 320101
01271 322577
0800 2300561
0800 111999
0800 4085500
0800 6783105
111
01237 428700
01392 383329
08708 506506
08457 909090
0845 3030900

Your local Police are:
Rural Beat Manager: 16096 Sgt David Monkton
Your local PCSO is 30538 Emma Tomkies
Email: 101@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk
Thornbury Parish Councillors:
Chair: Keith Hutchings Vice Chair: Gaye Tabor
Trevor Jollow, Chris Ward, Liz Priest, Paul Taylor, Lisa Serra
Parish Clerk: Paul Taylor 01409 261804
Get more local information online at www.thornburyhamlets.com
Produced by ‘Parish Magazine Printing’ - 01288 341617

