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Welcome to the Autumn Thornbury Tatler ! 

 
Welcome to the Winter edition of the Thornbury Tatler which takes us into our 7th year of 
publication. In it we bring you coverage of how the Hamlets remembered the Armistice on 
the 100th anniversary.  We have two personal accounts of visits to the battlefields of France 
and Belgium and a report of personal achievement in reaching the top of Kilimanjaro.  I 
would encourage anyone who has not done so to support Lisa’s efforts in raising money for 
the Devon Air Ambulance by her tremendous effort.      

The photograph on the front of the magazine was taken by Derek Stratton, LRPS, who many 
of you will know from the Cheese Shop in town.  He is a very experienced photographer and 
has captured beautifully the ghostly outlines of the two silhouettes placed there to 
remember Thomas Skinner and Walter Jollow, who both died as a result of WWI.  These 
same silhouettes can just be seen amongst the congregation on the centre pages, where 
you can also see more photographs from 11.11.2018. 

We have two new advertisers this quarter, Premium Carpets, who are already getting good 
reviews on the Tatler Facebook page, always a good place to get recommendations for 
reliable  tradespeople, and Back to Beauty who offer services in town as well as home visits. 

We welcome new residents, celebrate some birthdays and welcome the arrival of a new 
baby, as well as providing you with updates on happenings in the Hamlets and a calendar of 
future events.  We have also included an appeal to you all to think of those less fortunate 
than ourselves and give generously to support the Foodbank, via the church (see page 5). 
 

Wishing all our readers a peaceful Christmas and Happy New Year. 

Meg Galley-Taylor, Editor.          Call 261804, or email to: tatler@thornburyhamlets.com 

Forthcoming Events in and around Thornbury Hamlets: 

2nd December:  Clovelly Lights Switch-On, for RNLI,  from 15:30-19:00  
11th December: Christmas Wreath Workshop, Sheepwash,  07969 159895 
21st December: Reverse Advent Calendar boxes to Church (see page 5) 
22nd December:  Thornbury Holiday Park (THP) Christmas Party 
31st December:  New Year’s Eve Party at THP 
2nd February:  Chinese New Year at THP  
11th February: Inter-Parish Walk. Call Evelyn on 259848 for details.    
13th February: Parish Council meeting, St Peter’s, 7.30 
11th March: Inter-Parish Walk. Call Evelyn on 259848 for details.    
16th March:  Live music for St Patrick’s Day at THP 

A reminder that the Thornbury Holiday Park bar will be closed from 
23rd to 26th December, then on 30th December and 1st January. 
 
Watch the ‘Thornbury Tatler’ Facebook page for details of further events in the  Hamlets 
and at Thornbury Holiday Park, such as themed food nights and music. 

     A very warm welcome Jo Spearing and Chris Langston who have moved to Woodacott. 
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 Church Services at St. Peter’s (also see the card with this issue) 
 

2nd December, Advent Carols, 18.30 
8th December, Saturday Church, 10.00, Bradford Hall 
21st December, Village Carol Service, 19.00 
23rd December: Holy Communion, 10.30 
12th January: Saturday Church, 10.00, Bradford Hall 
27th January: Holy Communion, 10.30  
Please see the Church noticeboard, or  www.thornburyhamlets.com for future services. 

 

Parish Plan Group (PPG) Report 

Since the first Thornbury Parish Plan was issued 
in 2012, many of its objectives have been 
achieved. We are now looking at other and 
new needs in the parish, and aim to have a 
new questionnaire to issue early next year.  
Would you like to help create the next version 
of the Parish Plan, and have a voice in how we 
develop our community ?  Call Meg on 261804 
or email tatler@thornburyhamlets.com, to find 
out more.   

Following the success of “The Big Lunch” and the Fun Day, the PPG decided that Thornbury 
should have a ‘proper’ marquee for such events (remember the storm at the end of the Big 
Lunch ?!).  We therefore applied for, and have been awarded, a grant of £300 from Devon 
Communities Together, and at the time of writing, are expecting a further £400 from County 
Councillor Barry Parsons’ discretionary budget. Together with existing funds held, that 
would allow us to buy a 12m x 6m marquee, as pictured above.  More news next time. 

A new Village Hall for Thornbury 
 
On 8th June 2018, Thornbury Parish Council re-submitted the two planning applications (to 
build a new hall at Windy Cross and to build two houses on the site of the old hall) that were 
refused by Torridge District Plans Committee in 2017. Detailed discussions are ongoing with 
the Planning Officer and at the time of going to press, we are waiting for their decision.  Any 
news will be posted to the Facebook page and our website. 
Thank you all for your continuing support, Keith Hutchings, Chair, Thornbury PC 

Thornbury Parish Council, St. Peter’s Church and all our residents would like to express our 

thanks to John Francis, who until last year, worked tirelessly on behalf of the Royal British 

Legion for many years, selling poppies in this area, and carrying the standard at our 

Remembrance services.  
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Churchwarden’s Report 
 
As autumn moves into winter, we reflect on some wonderful services which have brought 
church and community together.  In September we had a combined Harvest thanksgiving in 
the Bradford village hall (see p8). There was a fantastic turnout and we were not only royally 
fed but also entertained by Arthur Sillifant and Julian Pomeroy. Few of us will forget the 
magical moment when we stepped outside after our meal to watch the international space 
station go over us in a cloudless sky. 
At the beginning of October, to celebrate Saint Francis of Assisi, we held a pet service. Many 
animals were brought in by their owners, mainly dogs but also a kitten and a couple of 
miniature goats. It wasn’t as chaotic as we had originally imagined, and all the animals 
behaved themselves well. Not one disgraced itself. 
 
As the Chapel at Woodacott has closed, the service of Remembrance was held at the War 
Memorial followed by a service at Saint Peter’s. Please see the coverage in this issue. 

 
As with the poppies, so the frontals on the 
altar in the church are red at this time of 
year. The red frontal is used at Pentecost, at 
the Patronal festival and during the season 
of remembrance, around all Saints and all 
Souls days. Ours shows Peter’s fishing boat, 
masted with a cross, by which we recall the 
Saints and martyrs. The sails are brightly 
coloured representing the fire and breath of 
the holy spirit at Pentecost.  
 
I promised to update you on the proposed 
replacement of the two vicars we are losing 
next year. Currently the only option is to join 
together the Benefices of Black Torrington 

and Ashwater. When both priests have left, around the middle of next year, a new 
incumbent will be interviewed. Clearly this is not ideal as we will be without a vicar for some 
time. We must now plan how to manage to continue services in each of our churches 
without a resident vicar. 

You will see from the Christmas card enclosed with this Tatler that there are a number of 
services during the festival period. Notably, these are the service of Christ the King on 25th 
of November, presided over by Archdeacon Mark Butchers, the Advent service on 
December 2nd, our village Christmas Carol service on Friday 21st of December and our final 
service of the year in Thornbury on Sunday 23rd of December. We look forward to seeing 
you, and wish you a wonderful Christmas and happy New Year. 

David Whitehead Churchwarden & Treasurer, St. Peter’s, Thornbury. Tel. 01409 261777    
Email dgswhitehead@gmail.com , Facebook on the Tatler page or message me. 
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 A message from the Revd. Preb. Kathy Roberts 

Once upon a time a village heard that a great man, a Zaddik, was going to visit them. He 
promised to answer any questions they might have about God. They felt honoured that he 
would visit, but anxiety grew amongst the people. What could they ask him?  Anxiety levels 
rose so high that when the day finally came, they were silent. An old bearded man, in a coat 
that had seen better days, arrived. He calmly took his place in front of them, and their 
mortified silence hung like a cloud over the proceedings.  

The Zaddik looked at the assembled people. He raised an eyebrow. Then a faint smile lifted 
the corners of his mouth. He hummed quietly at first, then more loudly. He began to tap a 
rhythm with his foot on the floor and then, as he couldn’t stop it, he broke into a song. The 
cloud of gloom lifted from the people as the joy of the Zaddik flowed into them. They 
started singing along with him, and almost before they knew it, they were on their feet and 
dancing! They sang and danced to God, about God and with God – on and on until only the 
joy of God had any meaning. The old man clapped his hands for them to stop and he smiled. 
‘I trust any questions you might have had are answered’. 

For many reasons, life becomes very serious for us and we have largely forgotten how to 
play, or even how to celebrate. Celebration doesn’t seem to have a reason or an end    
product. But celebration recognises the gifts of daily life – the ones we take for granted, the 
ones we are no longer even aware of: the freshness of the air after rain has fallen; the  
beauty of golden autumn leaves dropping slowly and silently from trees; the kindness of a 
neighbour; the laughter of children playing. Celebration immerses us into the depths of life, 
from the celebration of a life at the funeral of a loved one where tears still glisten on 
cheeks, to the celebration of new life as a baby is born and there are also tears.   

At Remembrance we feel the depths of pain that conflict inflicts upon us all. Remembrance 
is a kind of deeply-felt celebration. Then we journey to Christmas where we celebrate, with 
joy, the gift of the birth of a child.  

Celebration enables us to see life as God sees it, in all its different seasons, in its deep 
suffering and in the abandonment of joy. Celebration is the gift of a healthy life!    Kathy 

Reverse Advent Calendar 
This year, why not consider having an Advent Calendar with a  
difference?  Get a box, and each day of Advent, place an item of 
foodstuffs in the box.  The Foodbank urgently needs: Tea, Fruit 
Juice (not refrigerated) Pasta, Biscuits, Soup, Milk (Dried), Instant 
Mashed Potato, Pasta Sauce, Tinned Tomatoes, Sponge Pudding 
(tinned), Instant Coffee (small), Tinned Fruit, Toiletries. 
 

Then leave the box at the back of the Church, before December 21st, for us 
to pass on to those who are less fortunate.               Thank you for caring. 
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District Councillor's Report from Philip Hackett 
 
I am delighted to confirm “Torridge has a Plan” - the Joint Local Plan has been adopted by 
both North Devon and Torridge District Councils after a meeting of both Councils held at the 
Pier House, Westward Ho! on 29th October. From that date onwards we adopted a new set 
of planning policies - and in addition we can demonstrate a 5 year land supply for housing. 
This will mean that development boundaries are re-instituted and development is “Plan led” 
rather than “developer led”, which has happened in recent years where some “hostile” 
applications have been approved due to the local authority being unable to demonstrate an 
adequate supply of land for housing. 

One plan that did not progress was the proposal to merge Devon & Cornwall Police 
Constabulary with Dorset. Both Chief Constables and the respective Police and Crime 
Commissioners had to unanimously agree to the merger and our own Police Commissioner 
made a decision to disagree and asked the Police and Crime Panel for its views. As I  
represent Torridge District Council on the panel I took soundings from local Parish 
Councils and constituents to help me reach a decision as to how I should vote. What 
became clear to me was that the savings were simply not there - the business case did not 
stack up. Furthermore there was concern expressed to me that rural areas such as ours 
could lose out, with centres of greater population drawing resources away from areas of 
sparsity and deprivation, which would put pressure on our local police connection,  
especially with PCSOs Emma Tomkies and Mark James. Over the last year I have been 
successfully campaigning to keep the PCSO numbers up, and also opposing a suggestion that 
local areas could purchase their own additional PCSO which, in my opinion, could open the 
door to two tier policing.     

Thornbury Pudding Club:  2nd September at St. Peter’s Church 

 
Thank you to 

everyone who 
contributed 

puddings and 
came along to 
support this 
fund-raiser.  

We all enjoyed 
a relaxing 

afternoon of 
chat, puddings 

and cheese!  
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Thornbury Road Warden Report 
 
Some good work has been done by DCC in recent weeks on the ditches in 
the parish, and I aim to assess the state of all the roads in the parish before 
the onset on winter. Any preventative measures can then be put in place to 
avoid a spate of seasonal potholes. 
 
A good stock of road grit / salt has been ordered, and we should we well prepared for the 
coming winter.  We also have a good stock of pothole repair material in hand, so….. 

Please continue to report ALL potholes or damage, either to the Highways website:  
www.new.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/report-a-problem/ or call them on 0345 155 
1004 or 0845 155 1004.    
 
Please also send a note of ongoing Highways issues to : roads@thornburyhamlets.com, or 
call me on 261804.     Paul Taylor 

So - I made it: there and back!  

After a year of fundraising, vaccinations 
galore, very skilful packing of my rucksack, 
and a roughly 16 hours of travelling to get 
to Moshi I was really ready to start! The 
scale of the mountain was breath-taking 
but I was raring to get hiking along with 
everyone else in the group. The upward 
part of the trek took 5 days so we could 
gradually acclimatise to the altitude; at 
the top there is only 50% of the oxygen at 
sea level! We travelled through rainforest, 
scrubland and rocky scree, and the views 
were breath-taking and being above the 
clouds was a surreal experience. 

I was very grateful for the steady pace we 
were walking at as I contracted a bacterial 
infection on the 2nd day and felt pretty 
worse for wear for most of the trek but 
with all the support from everyone at home in the back of my mind and my determined 
spirit I marched on and after beginning the ascent at 11pm at night I finally reached the very 
top of Kilimanjaro at 7.30am!  

Thank you so much for everyone who supported and donated and currently my total stands 
at just over £2700 raised for Devon Air Ambulance, with a little more still to come in. If you 
haven't managed to donate yet there is still time! Just visit my JustGiving page 
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/lisa-pinno or drop it in to 'Araucana'.   Without our 
support, the Air Ambulance couldn't offer its life-saving service.    Lisa Pinno 
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Benefice Harvest Supper at Bradford Hall 

 Birthday Congratulations ! 

 
To Audrey Hutchings, on her 90th, and to Finley Ward (son 
of Ed and Kirsty) of South Wonford, who celebrated his first 
birthday on 19th September.  Congratulations to Matt and 

Anna Bond on the birth of their son,  Ellis William Bond,  
born 30th August 2018 weighing 7lb 8oz. 

The residents of Thornbury Hamlets would like to 
express their appreciation for the efforts of  Mike Pett and Roger 
Sanders in cutting the grass at the church graveyard and on 
Woodacott Green.  Also to Bert and Roger Sanders for preparing 
the War Memorial for Remembrance Day. Well done all !   
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Helicopter Tales:   Rain on Christmas Day?  

Military flying regulations stipulate a minimum of 1,000 metres horizontal visibility and 300 
feet vertical clearance from cloud for normal flying.  Flight below these minima may only be 
done in emergency or extreme operational conditions:  Christmas Day in Belize meets 
neither of these, but there I was flying up the Belize River just above the river bank.  The 
windscreen wipers were useless and forward flight impossible and so I was reduced to flying 
sideways with the windows open in order to see through the mist and rain.   

An emergency or operational imperative was difficult to justify, but I did have the Com-
manding Officer, the padre and two others on board plus eight chickens and a bottle of 
Bushmills (they were visiting an Irish regiment).  All were very keen to reach the isolated 
base in the jungle near the border with Guatemala, although I don’t suppose the chickens 
held particular views  -  given that they had been cooked the day before.  Anyway, the 
exercise was not as foolhardy as it may appear – given that I knew that there were no 
obstacles such as wires along the route.  Also, it was highly unlikely that I would meet 
anyone coming in the opposite direction – not on Christmas Day, and in the middle of thick 
jungle!  We managed to get into the base landing site, just as it stopped raining, and the 
padre et al were greeted by the resident soldiers.  Having checked over the aircraft – to be 
ready for the return flight - I joined the party just in time to see the last of the Bush’ being 
thrown back.  This was the cue for the padre to introduce the first of a number of carols, 
and, fired up by the Bush’ the soldiers’ singing would have put most C of E churches to 
shame.  I’m sure that we could be heard over the border in Guatemala.   

There are, however, other 
circumstances when regulations are 
ignored, and receiving an emergency 
transmission from an unknown 
aircraft is one.   Having been tasked 
to locate the source of one such 
transmission I finally located it -  
coming from an airstrip on an island 
off the Belize coast.  The signal 
appeared to be emanating from a 
small Guatemalan registered 
aeroplane parked near the control 
hut.  Having engaged the help of the 
resident aircraft technician we 
removed the cover of the radio compartment to reveal the transmitter tweeting away to the 
world on the emergency channel.  We discovered later that it was triggered by a very heavy 
landing by the pilot who, after the landing, had gone fishing for the day.  Disconcertingly, 
the technician explained that this was a regular occurrence and was why automated distress 
calls were, in the main, largely ignored in Central America!!  Later, on being invited to repay 
Her Majesty for the cost of the fuel we had used in finding him, the offending pilot merely 
shrugged his shoulders and said “No comprendo Senor”.            Roger Lawes 
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Great War Battlefield Tour – October 2018              Part 1 -The Somme 

As a Member of the Lee Enfield Rifle Association in October I went on a Great War Battlefield 
tour to Belgium and France to mark the 100th anniversary of the end of the War.   

Day 1: Travel to Flanders and the Somme 

The first stop, Lijssenthoek, was the location for a number of 
Casualty Clearing Stations and Hospitals and has a Common-
wealth War Graves Commission (CWCG) Cemetery with 10,786 
casualties buried there. The village was on the main  
communications line between the Allied military bases (to the 
rear) and the Ypres battlefields. Being close to the Front, but out 
of the extreme range of most German field artillery, it was a 
natural place for Casualty Clearing Stations.   

Poperinge:  We stayed at Talbot House in Poperinge, which was 
in part of unoccupied Belgium and, being away from the turmoil 
of battle in the Ypres Salient was the nerve centre of the British 
sector. Here Army chaplains Neville Talbot and Philip "Tubby" 
Clayton opened a club, Talbot House (named after Neville’s 
brother Gilbert who died on 30th July 1915) which from 
December 1915 for over 3 years, provided rest and recreation 
for soldiers of all ranks.  It still offers a welcoming and friendly 

stop in Flanders Fields (and a most excellent continental breakfast). 

Ypres town:  We arrived in time to observe the 
Last Post Ceremony at the Menin Gate.  Following 
the opening of the Menin Gate Memorial in 1927, 
the citizens of Ypres showed their gratitude to 
those who had given their lives for Belgium's 
freedom, by every evening at 20:00 hours, closing  
the road which passes under the memorial so that 
buglers from the Last Post Association can sound 
the "Last Post". Except during the German 
occupation in World War II (when it was conducted 
at Brookwood Military Cemetery, in Surrey) this 
ceremony has continued uninterrupted since 2 July 
1928. When Polish forces liberated Ypres in World 
War II, the ceremony was resumed even though 
heavy fighting was still taking place in other parts 
of the town. 

Day 2: The Somme 

On arriving at the Somme you notice the large number of CWCG cemeteries in the area; the 
sheer number was extremely sobering. We stopped at several different ones, from the small 
battlefield cemeteries to the larger concentration cemeteries where bodies were relocated 
from smaller nearby burial grounds after the war.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Last_Post
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One big experience for me was to see the geography of the Battlefields actually on the 
ground.  Seeing the images from the early films and still photographs, as well as reading 
about the conflict is one thing, but it is only by visiting the area that you begin to really  
appreciate the gradients of the terrain of No-Man’s Land which the Commonwealth troops 
had to traverse (the Germans had arrived in 1914, and occupied all the high ground to take 
full advantage of these defensive positions).  However, it’s impossible to appreciate the mud 
and shell-battered ground they had to traverse as on our visit the ground was very dry and is 
now level from agricultural use. 

Battlefield finds!   Even after 100 
years, unexploded munitions are 
still being unearthed by ploughing.  
The farmers collect them and leave 
them at the side of the road for 
their local military units, who 
periodically come and dispose of 
them safely.  

 

Lochnagar Crater:  The Lochnagar mine, south of La 
Boisselle, was an underground charge, planted by the 
British, ready for 1 July 1916, the planned first day of 
fighting. The mine was dug by the Tunnelling Compa-
nies of the Royal Engineers, under a German field 
fortification known as Schwabenhöhe (Swabian 
Height). The British named the mine after Lochnagar 
Street, the trench from which the gallery was driven, 
and it was one of 19 mines placed beneath the German 
lines on the British section of the Somme front, to 
assist the infantry advance at the start of the battle. 
The mine was sprung at 7:28 a.m. on 1 July 1916 and 
left a crater 98 ft (30 m) deep and 330 ft (100 m) wide, 
which was captured and held by British troops. The 
attack on either flank was defeated by German small-

arms and artillery fire, except on the extreme right flank and just south of La Boisselle, north 
of the Lochnagar Crater. The crater has been preserved as a memorial and a service is held 
there each 1st July. 

Newfoundland Memorial Park:  During the Great War, 
Newfoundland was a largely rural Dominion of the British 
Empire with a population of 240,000, and not yet part of 
Canada.  The Beaumont-Hamel Memorial is dedicated to 
the Newfoundland Forces killed during the Great War. 
The 74-acre preserved battlefield park encompasses the 
grounds over which the Newfoundland Regiment made 
their unsuccessful attack on 1 July 1916, the first day of 
the Battle of the Somme. 
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Thiepval:  The Thiepval Memorial to the 
Missing of the Somme is a memorial to 72,396 
missing British and South African servicemen 
who died on the Somme between 1915 and 
1918, and who have no known grave.   
Designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens, of Castle 
Drogo fame, the memorial was built between 
1928 and 1932 and is the largest  
Commonwealth Memorial to the Missing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Lost Lives’ is an exhibit sponsored by SSAFA Devon (the Armed Forces charity) to 
commemorate the fallen on each day of the Great War to show the true cost of the conflict.  
The war started on 28th July 1914 with no casualties for the first 5 days but, by the time the 
war finished 1,561 days later, the number killed from the British Empire was 983,779*. The 
worst day of the war was on 1st July 1916 when 19,240 were killed at the Battle of the 
Somme.  The exhibit has one shrouded figure for each of the 1,561 days and, based on the 
CWGC figures for the British Empire, has a plaque showing the number lost that day.  The 
shrouds have been hand stitched by artist Rob Heard, who has also stitched and wrapped 
72,396 figures representing the Commonwealth servicemen killed at the Somme who have 
no known grave. 

* Discrepancies between the various 
casualty totals cannot be reconciled 
as statistics vary greatly.  Military 
casualties reported in official sources 
list deaths due to all causes, includ-
ing died of wounds, accidents and 
diseases.  

The experience by the end of Day 2 
had been extremely interesting and 
very sobering, bringing together a lot 
of information I’ve gained over the 
years with some of the realities of 
the area of the Somme.   Part 2, 
Ypres Salient and Arras next quarter. 
Chris Akers 
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"Lest We Forget" 

I have just returned from the Somme and had the most humbling experience of my life. 

Along with my husband Ray and my two daughters Nicky and Lisa, we have toured the many 
battlefields of the Somme: Delville Wood, Newfoundland Park, Lochnagar Crater, Gomme 
Court Wood and many more.  The main purpose of our visit was to go to the battlefield of 
Serre which was where my Grandfather was killed in action on 1st July 1916, this was the 
first day of the Somme and the bloodiest in living history. He was a 2nd Lieutenant in the 
Kings Own Royal Lancasters and his body was never found. His name is commemorated on 
the Thiepval Memorial which is the memorial for the 72,000 men who died on the 
battlefields and their bodies never found. 

Whilst there, we attended the Armistice 
service at the Memorial and laid our 
wreath of poppies. The service was taken 
by the Chaplain of the Royal British Legion 
Somme Branch who's also the vicar of the 
Hampshire Police Force in Winchester.  
Their band provided the music to honour 
the Hampshire Regiment who fought there 
and the police bugler played The Last Post 
and Reveille.  This was poignant for us, as 
we come from Hampshire.  

The 1914-1918 Battlefields of the Somme 
are in the beautiful rural landscape of the 
region of Picardy. The Great War arrived in 
the Somme region in the autumn of 1914. 
It affected nearly all British families with 
almost 750,000 men killed and many more 
permanently disabled. We visited many of 
the graveyards of the British, Canadian, 

American,  
Australian, South 
African, French 
and many more, these were a sight 
to behold and well cared for by the 
Commonwealth War Graves  
Commission.   
     
Thank you Meg; without your  
research, this trip would not have 
happened.        

                          Joan Smith 

                                              Our wreath 

For Your Tomorrow  

We Gave Our Today  
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 The congregation at the Church included two silhouettes 
funded by the Armed Forces Covenant Fund Trust. The award 
was made under the Armistice and Armed Forces 
Communities programme, which makes awards to bring 
communities together to remember; and to think about the 
Armed Forces today. See also the front cover picture. 

Visit: www.thornburyhamlets.com/news and follow the link 
for more stories, words, pictures and sounds of 11.11.2018. 

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old.  Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.  

  Remembrance Sunday 2018

50 glass poppies made in Thornbury were sold by 

Holsworthy Museum in aid of the Royal British Legion 

Arthur Sillifant carried the colours
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They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old.  Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.  At the going down of the sun and in the morning. We will remember them  

Remembrance Sunday 2018 

The names of our fallen, at Sandymouth Bay on 11.11.18 

Residents gathered at the War Memorial 

Arthur Sillifant carried the colours 

The bells were rung 
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Draft of Thornbury Parish Council Minutes for 14th November 2018, Church,  7.30pm. 

Present: K. Hutchings, C. Ward, T. Jollow T.J. Priest. P. Taylor S. Whitehead, B. Parsons, P. Hackett.  
Apologies: G. Tabor, S. Sanders, T. Priest, L. Priest.  

Matters arising from minutes: None. These had been sent to all councillors and taken as read.  
Chairman signed as a true record. 

Planning: Old Sunday School: at this present time according to the Estate Agents this building is 
‘under offer’.  Precept: received,18.9.18. 
Royal Life Saving Society: Certificate of thanks for donation from T.P.C. 
Christmas biscuits for residents: It had been resolved at the November 2017 administration of the 
Joseph & Elizabeth Graham fund to increase the age of residents eligible to receive the biscuits from 
seventy to seventy-five. S. Whitehead raised a point about how do residents know about the Christ-
mas gift and a visit by a councillor, [this latter point councillors deemed to be the most important], it 
was stated that this information had been included in the ‘Tatler’ and no residents had come forward. 
Clerk to purchase and wrap these, councillors to deliver.  
Communities Together Fund 2019: Councillors were informed that no proposals had been put  
forward by residents so as resolved at the previous meeting to put forward the Community Marquee 
for part funding towards ‘storage bags’ etc, T.J. proposed and C.W. seconded this. Which Parish 
Council to work with? : C.W. proposed & T.J. seconded Bradford & Cookbury P.C. 
Community Marquee:  P. Taylor updated the progress made for funding this project, Devon 
Communities Together have allocated £300, B. Parsons [DCC] £400, the shortfall will be made up by 
Thornbury P.P.  
T.P.C. Defibrillator: Lisa Keough has agreed to do a ‘monthly check’ on ours and has contacted the 
clerk as a USB Data Transfer Cable will be needed to do this, councillors agreed for P.T. to purchase 
this item. Councillors discussed whether T.P.C. would agree to purchase a ‘spare set’ of pads but due 
to the fact that the life span of these is four years and also a new free set would be available within a 
few days it was deemed not to do this;  also whether to purchase a Paediatric Pak [1-8yrs] clerk to 
contact other councils for their input on this matter. P.T. had sourced the suggested large sign at the 
entrance to Thornbury Holiday Park, but members felt that if possible, an even larger one was need-
ed, P.T. would be looking into that.   

Cheques to be signed:  Royal British Legion £15: [ clerk had reimbursed M. Galley Taylor who had paid 
£10 for T.P.C.’s wreath] this would be recorded in ‘clerk’s expenses’.  Hire of Church: this is paid up to 
date at this present time. Clerk’s expenses: £86.98.   CAB: £30. USB Transfer cable: cheque made out 
to P.T. invoice to be recorded. 
T.P.C. insurance: [councillors had been sent a ‘Client Risk Presentation’ from Came & Company] 
councillors agreed to insure with the same company pending some queries which clerk would be 
contacting this firm with for clarity. 

Salt delivery: Email from Lucy Barrow confirming T.P.C.’s request for four tonnes.    
Correspondence to file: Love Devon. Clerks and Councils.  DALC. 
Rough Sleepers?  Do we have any in our Hamlets, members stated there had been none this year. 
Clerk to reply. 
A Ditching Crew has been around the Hamlets which has been much appreciated. Clerk has replied on 
behalf of T.P.C.  
AOB:  Card from T.P.C. would be sent wishing John Francis well. 
S.W. commented that she and David thought there was a lack of commemoration poppies throughout 
the Hamlets on the centenary, although the service of Remembrance had been well attended, K.H 
apologised on behalf of T.P.C. 
Members agreed that M. Pett, R. Sanders would be thanked for their continued ‘grass cutting’ at St. 
Peter’s church and at Woodacott Green, also S. and R. Sanders for a ‘tidy up’ around the War 
Memorial, this would be included in the next edition of the Tatler. 

B. Parsons gave the meeting an update on state of affairs at Devon County Council, was thanked for 
his attendance [next year’s meeting dates would be sent to him], and also for the proposed funding 
for T.P.C.’s Community Marquee project. 

P. Hackett updated areas of the new ‘Local Plan’ and was also thanked for attending and would be 
sent next year’s meeting dates. 

Date of next meetings 2019: Feb 13th, May 8th, Aug 14th, Nov 13th.       Meeting closed at 9pm. 
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Copy Deadline: Please send all information, 
events, announcements and articles for the 
Spring edition of the Tatler to the Editor by 
15th February at the latest. 

“Thornbury 

Tatler” on  
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Hand-shaped Neapolitan pizza with a 
range of tasty toppings including our 

own home-reared pork 
and home-grown veg. 

Having a party or a function? 
Let us bake for you – delicious pizza, 

happy guests and no washing up!  

Contact Alex on 07967 000396 

Please mention you saw them in the 

 ‘Tatler’ when contacting advertisers 
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Fused Glass Gifts and Jewellery 

Christmas Decorations, Brooches, 

Cufflinks, Pendants and Earrings 

Handmade to order in Thornbury in colours of your choice 

Call Meg on 261804 or email meg@taylor.it 
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 EVELYN   
SHARMAN  

 
 

Professional Driving Tuition 
(DVSA ADI)  

 

Tel: 01409 259 848 (Holsworthy)  

Mobile: 07885 352 082  

evelyn.sharman@btinternet.com 
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Treating Adolescent & Adult Anxiety 

5/7 Sessions 

Please call 01409 261180 for more details 



Thornbury Tatler       December 2018 

 

Holsworthy Pets & Garden Supplies 
 

4 Victoria Square 
Holsworthy 

07760 104031 
Contact: Dan Baseley 
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  Emergency Plan Contact Numbers: 
    
   Chris Ward  S. Wonford - centre    261459  07867 540618 
   Tim Priest  S. Wonford - outlying areas   261673 
   Keith Hutchings Thornbury & outlying areas  261373  07788 140497 
   George Worth Lashbrook & Lopthorne                   281336  07966 486575 
   Trevor Jollow  Woodacott - centre    261291  07773 881110 
   Tony Gifford  Brendon & Forda    261374 
   Stephen Sanders Lower Woodacott     261626   07971  695091 
   Thelma Priest          Plan Coordinator                                240194   07779 461497 
   Steve Bond     Snow Warden   261123   07970 731044 
   Paul Taylor   Road Warden    261804   07584 720802 
 

   General Emergency Numbers: 
 

Police, Fire & Ambulance   Emergencies   999 
Police       Non-urgent     101 
Holsworthy Medical Centre   253692 
Devon Doctors (out of hours)   111 
Stratton Hospital—enquiries  01288 320100 

     Stratton Hospital—MIMI   01288 320101 
A&E— Bideford/Barnstaple   01271 322577 
South West Water (leaks)  0800 2300561 
Gas Emergencies      0800 111999 
Electricity Emergencies    0800 4085500 
Power cuts (Western Power)  0800 6783105 
N.H.S. Direct     111 
Torridge District Council    01237 428700 
D.C.C. Highways     01392 383329 
Environment -S.W. Agency   08708 506506 
Samaritans     08457 909090 
Victim Support     0845 3030900 
 
Your local Police are: 
  Rural Beat Manager: 16096 Sgt David Monkton  

       Your local PCSO is 30538 Emma Tomkies  
  Email: 101@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk 

 
Thornbury Parish Councillors: 
Chair: Keith Hutchings     Vice Chair:  Gaye Tabor 
Trevor Jollow, Tim Priest, Chris Ward, Stephen Sanders, Liz Priest 
Parish Clerk: Thelma Priest 01409 240194 

 

     Get more local information online at www.thornburyhamlets.com 
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