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Welcome to the Autumn Thornbury Tatler ! 

 
This is an edition filled with both sadness and joy.  We report on the sad loss of good friends 
but also on get-togethers where old and new friends met up in the sunshine.  I was thrilled 
at the support the whole community gave to the Big Lunch and the money raised at the Fun 
Day was magnificent.  Roll on 2019 when we can do it again only better, although I can’t 
guarantee the weather will be so cooperative.  If you didn’t make it in 2018 then you really 
missed out on a great time. 

The Big Lunch was used as an opportunity to unveil the new Defibrillator at the Holiday Park 
(see pages 10 and 14) and if you would like to attend training then get in touch. 

As we go into the Autumn there are quite a few activities at the Holiday Park and we also 
give you advance notice of the arrangements for celebrating the end of WWI in November, 
as well as other WWI-related events in Holsworthy.  This might seem a long way away, but 
the next Newsletter won’t be out in time.  If you lost a relative in WWI and would like them 
to be remembered, then do come along to the War Memorial on November 11th and add 
their names to the Roll of Honour read out there.  You will also see that we are looking for 
Poppy sellers in the hamlets to take over from John Francis, who has done such a 
magnificent job in the past, but can no longer do it. 

 

Meg Galley-Taylor, Editor.          Call 261804, or email to: tatler@thornburyhamlets.com 

Forthcoming Events in and around Thornbury Hamlets: 
 
27th August : Delicious Hog Roast served from 5pm at Thornbury Holiday Park (THP) 
1st September: Coffee Morning at St. Peter’s, 10.30 –12.00. All very welcome ! 
1st September: Shebfest, Shebbear’s music festival. See www.shebfest.com for details. 
2nd September: Clovelly Lobster & Crab Feast, 10am-7pm. www.clovelly.co.uk/events/ 
13/14/15th September: ‘Blackadder Goes Forth’: HATS Theatre, 7pm. Tickets on 253826 
14th September: Green Fingers Gardening Club, Bradford Hall at 2.30. £2 inc. tea. 
15th September: Italian Night at THP (to be confirmed) 
20/21/22nd September: ‘Blackadder Goes Forth’: HATS Theatre, 7pm. Tickets on 253826 
29th September: ‘Holsworthy Remembers…’  WW1, 100 years.  See page 6. 
27th October: Halloween Party at THP (to be confirmed) 
8th/9th November: HATS Theatre : “Lest we Forget”. See HATS website for details. 
10th November: Hatherleigh Carnival and Tar Barrels, Hatherleigh 
11th November:  Remembrance Day—100 years after the end of WW1. See opposite. 
14th November: Parish Council Meeting, 7.30pm, St. Peter’s Church. 
17th November: Holsworthy Carnival 
24th November: Curry Night at THP. Call Lisa on 261750 to book. 
22nd December:  Thornbury Holiday Park Christmas Party 
31st December:  New Year’s Eve Party at THP 

Watch the ‘Thornbury Tatler’ Facebook page for details of further events in the 
Hamlets and at Thornbury Holiday Park, such as themed food nights and music. 
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Church Services at St. Peter’s : 
 
 
2nd  Sept 10.30 am   Holy Communion 
8th   Sept 6.30 pm     Compline 
20th Sept 8.15 am     Morning Prayer  
  8.30 am      Silent Prayer 
23rd Sept 10.30 am   Holy Communion 
30th Sept  10.30 am   Holy Communion  
 
 
Please see the Church noticeboard, and 
www.thornburyhamlets.com/church-chapel/ 
for details of all future services. 

Remembrance Day 2018 in Thornbury 

As you are all aware, 2018 marks the Centenary of the end of the First World War. It is also 
the first year in which we will not have use of the Woodacott Chapel for the Remembrance 
Service.  It is therefore proposed that we should meet at the War Memorial at 10.45 on 
Sunday 11th November for a short ceremony to remember our war dead and the two 
minutes silence before moving to the Church for the actual Service. The collection from the 
service will go to the Royal British Legion. 

If you wish to remember a member of your family who died in the war, and who is 
commemorated elsewhere, we would love to hear from you and could add their names to 
the list of those remembered. In particular, we will be remembering Sergeant Thomas 
Skinner who died on September 4th, 1916 at the Battle of Guillemont, and Walter William 
Jollow who survived the war but died February 27th 1922 
as a direct result of his war service in the Royal Marines. 

We have secured an Installation Grant from the Armed 
Forces Covenant Fund Trust for two of these Perspex 
silhouettes which represent ‘There But Not There’ to  
commemorate these two men and these will be placed in 
the Church pews for the Remembrance service. 

WANTED - POPPY SELLERS 

We need volunteers 

to sell Poppies on  

behalf of the Royal 

British Legion.  If you 

are able to sell       

Poppies in your own 

area or are prepared to cover all or part of 

the Hamlets then please contact David 

Whitehead (see page 4 for contact details) 

In Memoriam:  Sylvia Sanders 
 
The residents of Thornbury and the surrounding area were very sorry to hear of the death of 
Sylvia Sanders at the age of 51. Sylvia had lived in the village all of her life having been born 
on her parents’ farm in Lashbrook and moving to Woodacott on her marriage to Stephen.  
The church was full for her funeral, with many mourners standing outside, and the retiring 
collection amounted to £1072.  She will be missed by all and our thoughts go out to her  
family at this sad time. 
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Churchwarden’s Report 
 
Much has happened since the last article. Sadly, we have had a number of funerals and 
memorial services (David Forester-Barker, Sylvia Sanders and Colin Wood) and these losses 
of members of our little community have helped to bring us all together. No words of mine 
can express the sorrow that we feel.  

Our share of the collection after Sylvia’s funeral will, at the request of her family, be used on 
work needed at St. Peter’s.  

Our Quinquennial (5 yearly) inspection was carried out in June and the subsequent 25-page 
technical report highlights works to be carried out within the next five years. Some items 
seem fairly mundane but vital, such as keeping the gutters and gullies clear to prevent damp 
inside the church. However, one major item is the state of the stained-glass windows which 
need a specialist company to repair and clean them.  Money raised by the village will be 
used for this purpose. 

Last summer the Churchwardens and Ministry Team of the Benefice, of which Thornbury is a 
part, chose to decide which Benefice Services collections will go to which charity. The 
charitable giving includes Gift Aid given on behalf of the Benefice as a whole and is 
apportioned between Parochial Church Councils (PCCs). A list of the various charities is 
available if you wish to see more details.  Each PCC will continue to decide on other 
Charitable Giving Services for example Harvest, Special Appeals, Carol Services, etc.  

The Benefices of Black Torrington, Ashwater, Holsworthy and Bradworthy make up what is 
called the Deanery of Holsworthy. Our Rector, Kathy Roberts is retiring in Spring next year, 
as is Jane Lucas, the Rural Dean based in Ashwater. Only one of these vacancies will be filled 
and discussions have been ongoing since February this year to find a way forward. I will 
endeavour to keep you informed of proceedings but suffice it to say no common agreement 
has been found, so far. If you have an opinion on this, please feel free to contact me or any 
other member of the PCC. 

David Whitehead Churchwarden & Treasurer, St. Peter’s, Thornbury. Tel. 01409 261777    
Email dgswhitehead@gmail.com , Facebook on the Tatler page or message me. 

Communities Together Fund: how should we spend it ? 

This is jointly funded by Devon County Council and Torridge District Council. DCC has 
approved £1 per elector, and TDC 10p per elector. The Fund is to be used by Town and 
Parish Councils working collectively to trial solutions to local issues, empower communities 
and enable community resilience. Projects that develop community self-help within an area 
will be particularly supported.  Thornbury is eligible for the sum of £261, and the Parish 
Council would like to hear from residents how they think this could be spent.  A proposal 
that the parish buys a large marquee for use at outdoor events (like the Big Lunch and the 
Fun Day) has been made (see p16), but are there other priorities, in your opinion?  
 
Please email your ideas to: tatler@thornburyhamlets.com, or call Meg on 261804. 
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Obituary: David Manifold, 7th June 1943— 8th June 2018 

Many of you knew David Manifold and those who didn’t will have appreciated his recent  
contributions to the Tatler, and so it was with shock and profound sadness that we learned 
of his sudden and unexpected illness and death. He will be greatly missed by all who knew 
and befriended him.  This tribute is based on one from Paul Clerk and Barrie Lewis of the 
Brandis Corner Wildlife Group (BCWG) and from Greg Wilson, NT Ranger for Dunsland. 

“David was a man we looked up to, who inspired us, who led by example, the perfect 
wildlife group member. Full of ideas, he was a man of action, never afraid to get involved 
with any project which aided the conservation of the natural world. He would always turn 
up and his hard work and skills were evident as he volunteered his services for, amongst 
other projects, the Riverfly Project, monitoring the water quality and the creatures and 
plants in the local reaches of the River Torridge. He was also Community Ranger in our local 
Dunsland Park SSSI helping at every event, supporting and encouraging willing volunteers 
with his warmth and wit, however strenuous the task in hand.  

He was also a man of words, with his regular ‘Dunsland Diary’ in the BCWG’s website and 
newsletter. He wasn’t afraid to bring contentious issues to the group, if he believed they 
had a part to play in conservation. For example, keen on shooting and fishing, he arranged 
for the British Association of Shooting and Conservation to talk to the group and make 
clearer the link between shooting and conservation, a link which some could not initially 
see. As recently as May, David was making the case for BCWG supporting the North Devon 
Biosphere’s ‘Life on the Verge’ project, leaving our roadside verges uncut until wildflower 
seeds have set and scattered, and so creating natural wildlife corridors. 

He was also a pillar of the local community.  He was a parish councillor, playing a major role 
in securing the local 24-hour landing site for the Devon Air Ambulance. He did voluntary 
garden work for people, helped with lifts to hospital, was a key member of the snooker 
group, a churchgoer and ran the lunch club and his humour and jokes always raised a laugh. 
He did this in a totally unassuming way, which typified the man he was.  David’s memory 
will remain in the community and with the wildlife group for many, many years. He will 
never be replaced. Our sincere condolences go to his wife Jill and the family.” 

Greg said: “I met Dave on October 14th 2014 when David attended a guided walk I led for 
the BCWG. It was apparent that David had an interest in Dunsland and he soon embraced a 
role as Dunsland Community Ranger and ambassador for this amazing site. His initial role 
was to walk the site to check all was ok and speak to visitors and answer their queries, but 
this wasn’t enough for him, his passion for Dunsland was so infectious that he soon became 
its most valuable asset. He once said of Dunsland: “I get a kick out of helping to maintain 
this wonderful place and I am able to perhaps learn a new skill or pass on one of mine to 
others”. I’m not sure what he learnt from me, but I learnt a great deal from him, as did 
many others. His out-going nature, humour, diligence and passion made him a pleasure to 
know and work with. I feel privileged to have known him. We will remember him by planting 
a tree in the park which he held so dear, and hope that, with the help of Jill, his wife we can 
find the right words to sum up what a kind, funny, passionate, dedicated and community 
spirited man he was.” 
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‘Holsworthy World War One 100 years : 
   – to the Memory of the Fallen and the Future of the Living’ 

As part of this project Holsworthy Town Council is organising a series of events,  
exhibitions and commemorations to thank and remember all those individuals who went 
through the ‘War to end all Wars’.  One aim is to turn Holsworthy into the ‘Poppy Town’ of 
Devon with everyone being encouraged to place a poppy or poppies (flower, knitted,  
ceramic, cardboard, drawn etc) in the window of their house or garden.  

Additionally, a WW1 Memorial Tree Trail will be planted in Stanhope Park with 39 trees 
remembering the 39 local servicemen who died during the War and a 40th mature apple 
tree for those that survived and those that lived through it; symbolising the future of the 
living. Each tree will have a plaque and, where available, a photo, giving the name and brief 
history of the deceased with the 40th tree having a large silhouette of the Silent Soldier 
which will be produced by the local 'Man Shed'. There will also be an Information Board and 
leaflets about the Project and Bird Boxes will be placed on the more mature trees and the 
new Apple Tree.  Holsworthy Museum is providing information about the servicemen in the 
area and has an exhibition throughout the Project period not only on the casualties of WW1 

but on the area before, during and 
after the War. As part of this the 
community are invited to add infor-
mation such as stories, photographs 
and memories about their relatives 
and families during the War. Several 
of the casualties’ relations still live 
locally and many of their houses and 
farms still exist. 

Other Events being planned are a 
family picnic Celebration Party, as 
happened at the end of WW1, in 
Stanhope Park with entertainment 
and the launch of the Tree Memorial 
(subject to funding), a Remembrance 
Concert, HATS presenting readings, 
music, dramatisations, poetry and 
comedy from the era, overgrown War 
Graves in the Churchyard being tidied 
by the Scouts, and, on Remembrance 
Sunday 11th November 2018, the  
Parade and Service with the lighting of 
a Beacon on the Church Tower at 7 
pm to join with other Beacons all over 
the UK as part of ‘The Battle’s Over – 
A Nation’s Tribute.’ 
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 A message from Revd. Preb. Kathy Roberts 

Recently someone reminded me that at the Rogation service we had prayed for dry weath-
er, but now please, could I pray for some rain?  On another occasion I was chatting with a 
group of farmers and on mentioning the weather, was asked if I had ever met a satisfied 
farmer!  At last the weather has broken and we are experiencing the kind of August we are 
more accustomed to - warm, wet and windy. The extreme heat caught us all by surprise, 
especially those who went on holiday in Spain and Portugal seeking warmth and sunshine. 
They got more than they bargained for as temperatures soared to the high 40’s!  

The extreme weather conditions have powerfully brought home to us that climate change is 
not some distant future event, but it is happening now, in the present, in our lifetime. NASA 
reports that 2017 is the second hottest year on record. In Japan people died in the extreme 
heat. Wildfires have swept across vast tracts of land – even in normally chilly Sweden.  
Scientists say that we’re in the middle of the sixth mass extinction of animals and plants— 
five were caused by events like asteroid strikes and this one seems to be because of us.  
Micro-plastics, for instance, have been found in the depths of the Antarctic. What is being 
named ‘Hothouse Earth’ might well be nearer than we imagined!  

My own inclination is to close my eyes and my ears, and hope it’s not happening! More 
objective reflection helps me become aware that there are things I can do. Little things, 
perhaps, but little things can eventually become significant. Abandoning plastic straws in 
favour of paper straws is trendy; asking for a paper straw on a night out leaves us feeling we 
are ‘doing something’. Two Australian scientists estimated there are about 8.3 billion plastic 
straws littering the coastlines of the world. If they were all washed into the sea, they would 
account for about 0.03 of the 8 billion tons of plastic currently estimated to be washing 
around in the sea waters of the world.  So maybe using paper straws just momentarily 
eases a drinker’s conscience!   

But to live a more environmental life is more than prudent – it’s essential for our future; 
and choices in the seemingly little things eventually grow into a major move towards a more 
sustainable future. Switching off the lights, turning the heating down a degree or two, 
washing clothes at 30 - 40° or switching off the water when cleaning our teeth all seem as 
inconsequential as paper straws, but continued over time can make a real impact – on our 
household bills and, crucially, on the environment.   

Prayer, said Giles Fraser in Thought for the Day recently, could easily be portrayed as a 
‘superstitious attempt to manipulate the world through magical incantation’. Prayer 
underlines our vulnerability in a world that we cannot control. Our need to pray helps us 
become aware of the fragility of our planet and remind us that we are stewards, not 
masters of creation.    

So, prayer, yes, paper straws, yes, and that’s just the start. Let’s keep on making the 
changes that are critically needed to help cool and preserve our beautiful planet.  

 
             Kathy 
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A new Village Hall for Thornbury 
 
On 8th June 2018, Thornbury Parish Council re-submitted the two planning applications (to 
build a new hall at Windy Cross and to build two houses on the site of the old hall) that were 
refused by Torridge District Plans Committee in 2017. At the time of going to press, we are 
waiting for their decision.  Any news will be posted to the Facebook page and our website. 
 
Thank you all for your continuing support, Keith Hutchings, Chair, Thornbury PC 

Inter Parish Footpath Walks—Dates for 2018 
 
Monday 10th September – Clawton. Meet at Village Hall Monday  
Monday 8th October – Bradworthy. Meet in Bradworthy Square  
Monday 12th November – Pyworthy. Meet at Village Hall  

NB: All walks start at 10.00am. These walks are intended to check on the state of Parish 
footpaths and will be walked at a casual pace. These walks can be wet and muddy so dress 
appropriately and take great care when it is slippery underfoot. Parking can be 
limited so please share transport where possible. Everyone is most welcome to come 
along. If you need any more information, please ring Evelyn Sharman on 01409 259 848    

Johns tomb update: Since the last Tatler I am pleased to report that the Leche Trust has 
granted us a further £1000 towards the £6000 needed to restore the tomb.  I have 
submitted a further application for the remaining £1000 to the Clearly Fund and wait in 
hope. If this fails, we will look to some sort of crowdfunding to fill the shortfall as this tomb 
is too important to leave to the ravages of time and the elements. I would still like to hear 
from anyone who is related to the Johns family as I can find no trace. Meg Galley-Taylor 

Find us on 

 

 

 

“Thornbury 

Tatler” 
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Thornbury Road Warden Report 
 
After a quiet spell during the “heat wave” we have started work 
again.  Over the summer we have received a further grant of £556 
from the Highways Community Enhancement Fund scheme, and 
this has been used to purchase the parish a “whacker plate” for 
compacting the pot hole material, and various hand tools. 
 
Work completed since last report: 
 
Lashbrook: A major effort was made to improve the 
side road leading to Lashbrook, and to fill about 30 
potholes. Thanks go to Simon & Elaine McHugh, 
Simon Anderson and Mike Jackson.  A second 
session in August did more of same and also filled in 
holes in the Ley Cross to High Park road, thanks to 
The McHughs, Karl Lombard, Lili Hansen and 
Jonathan Headland. Well done all !  
We have 1 ½ tons on the compound in stock, so 
enough to fill dozens of potholes!  
 
 
Volunteers are always needed to help fill potholes:  if you can spare a few hours, 
get in touch and help YOUR community stay safe and smooth ! 

Surveys and plans for pothole repairs 
 
Woodacott: Further holes on the Woodacott to Branches lane have been logged. 
Thornbury:  More holes in the road towards Strawberry Bank have been logged. 
Brendon: Although the side lane at Brendon has been resurfaced (very well), no further 
work has been done on the culvert that poses a flooding risk to residents’ property. This 
continues to be raised with Highways, and action is needed before the winter. 
 
Other Issues 

After much chasing of Highways by the Parish Clerk and myself, major repairs were finally 
made to the Ley Cross to High Park road at Lashbrook, with a section of road being 
completely replaced. It’s now like driving on a motorway ! However, the rest of this lane 
continues to deteriorate, with pot holes (some which we can repair, see above) and general 
break up of the surface (which we cannot).  
 
Help needed ! 

Please continue to report ALL potholes or damage, either to the Highways 
website:  www.new.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/report-a-problem/ or 
call them on 0345 155 1004 or 0845 155 1004.   Please also send a note of 
ongoing issues to : roads@thornburyhamlets.com, or call me on 261804. 
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Defibrillator for Thornbury 

We are pleased to advise that Thornbury now has its own defibrillator, which is located at 
Woodacott, on the Thornbury Holiday Park building in the car park, as shown below: 

Additional signs are planned, to make it easier to find in an  
emergency.  On 14th July, some 15 people attended a 
training course, to learn CPR technique, and how to use a 
defibrillator. Our thanks go to Lorraine Buttery of the 
Royal Life Saving Society for doing the training. 

We are planning another course later in the year, to 
ensure that there are enough trained users at hand in case 
of an emergency.  If you haven’t already signed up, please 
let us know, at tatler@thornburyhamlets.com, or call us 
on 261804, and we will add your name to the list.   

CHAPEL 

HOLIDAY PARK 

GARAGE 

GREEN 

WOODACOTT 
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Helicopter Tales:  Wally, and the Charge of the Light Brigade 

Sometimes, military life becomes serious, and there are occasions when one has to earn the 
Queen’s shilling.  But nothing was further from my mind one day in Northern Ireland - sitting 
in the sun with my back against a wall, doing a crossword and dozing on-and-off; a splendid 
way to serve Her Majesty.  The helicopter was parked a few yards away, fully prepared for 
flight and ready for action to support the SAS squadron I was working with.  

“We’re on boss” said Wally – 
the chap I was working with – 
running past me from the 
operations room.  Having short-
circuited the normal routine for 
starting the engine and getting 
the rotor blades going round we 
were quickly airborne.   I then 
saw, that, in addition to his 
usual weapons – a sub-machine 
gun and a pistol – Wally was 
carrying a large machine gun 
together with a belt of 
ammunition.  It occurred to me 
that, even if he was successful 
in deciding which weapon to use when called upon to do so he could end up strangling 
himself with the belt of ammunition.  He pointed out the direction in which we were to fly 
and then briefed me on the mission. 

An IRA team of four were in a car heading south towards a nearby border crossing point.  
We were to fly directly to the border where Wally would get out (with his armoury) and set 
up an ambush.  I was then to fly back to the north and get behind the IRA gunmen and force 
them towards the crossing.  He passed me several hand grenades which I was to drop 
behind the car – preventing them from going back to the north.  Now, we were in a Gazelle 
helicopter which is very fast and highly manoeuvrable, but, as a result, is very unstable and 
requires hands-on to fly, especially at low level.  Quite how I was supposed to extract pins 
from grenades, drop them and fly at the same time did not seem an issue.  Although I had 
seen it done in films I was not sure that my teeth were up to the task, let alone what to do if 
a grenade should be dropped in the aircraft.     

If Wally’s plan had been successful I would have achieved my “15 minutes of fame” – either 
as a party to defeating the IRA or as a smouldering heap on the ground.  On the other hand I 
think I was relieved when the car managed to get to the border before we did and the 
mission was called off.  
 
Anything to do with the SAS is bound to be interesting and exciting.  A “senior colleague” in 
the training world decided that he would fly as the commander in an exercise supporting 
the SAS at their field training area.    >> 
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It was a night operation involving two helicopters flying in soldiers to rescue two hostages.  
The hostages – played by enthusiastic local volunteers –were held in an isolated farmhouse 
at the end of a long valley. After an in-depth briefing and a rehearsal the exercise com-
menced.  Approaching low level and with due tactical skills the SAS were landed close to the 
farmhouse where they burst in using stun grenades and firing live ammunition.  The 
hostages were quickly located, but of “the enemy” there was no sign.   Oddly, the hostages 
did not play the part of being relieved to see their rescuers but, rather, they appeared to be 
in total shock as to the situation around them.  Also, they were considerably older than the 
couple described in the briefing.  This was not wholly surprising – given that this was the 
wrong house in the wrong valley and they were an unsuspecting local farmer and his wife.  
Thankfully, neither of them had a heart attack, and they subsequently offered no ill-will 
towards the military.        Roger Lawes 

Thornbury's BIG Lunch proved to be just that - 90 people of all ages came along to the 
Holiday Park, and enjoyed a vast array of savoury dishes and puddings (it needed two tents 
to hold them all!) and some wonderful sunshine, as they chatted with friends old and new. 
Shame about the sudden downpour at the end, but even that brought the village together 
to shelter in the tents - the clever ones picked the pudding tent....! 
Thanks go to Paul and Lisa for hosting the event, to Meg and her team of ladies for planning 
the day and making it happen, and to all those who came along and made Thornbury's Big 
Lunch a day to remember. Congratulations go to Lili Hansen, who won our HUGE hamper.  
The raffle raised £245 towards the Defibrillator Fund, and everyone got the chance to see 
the new unit in pride of place on the wall of the main building at the Holiday Park. 
See the pictures on the following page. >>> 

Thornbury’s Fun Day raised an amazing total of £1,018.40. Thank you to everyone who 
helped organise and run the day, and to all those who attended: see pictures overleaf >>> 

Dog Show results: The Best Pedigree Dog was awarded to ‘Fenton’, owned by Gina Corti, 
seen here being awarded the shield by Lisa Serra from Thornbury Holiday Park. The Best 

Family Dog was ‘Lana’, owner Julie 
Locke, who you can see on our front 
cover, being given her prize by Verity 
of Molly Professional Groomers. The 
Best Local Dog was ‘Monty’, owned by 
Jane Akers (pictured right).  
We would like to thank Sue Whitehead 
for taking over the organisation of the 
show this year, and judge Ken Brooks, 
also Blackberry Farm Shop and 
Holsworthy Pets, as well as the above, 
for their sponsorship. 
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Draft of Thornbury Parish Council Minutes for August 8th 2018, Thornbury Church,  8pm. 

Present:  K. Hutchings, T. Jollow, C. Ward. Ms. T.J. Priest. P. Taylor. Ms. L. Bond. 

Apologies: S. Sanders, T. Priest, Ms. G. Tabor, L. Priest. L. Keogh. 
 
1. Minutes:  These had been sent to all members and taken as read.  
                       Matters arising from the minutes: None. Action, Chairman signed as a true record.  

Linda Bond: Purchasing a Marquee for Thornbury Hamlets. A resident had been contacted who has 
one for sale, this was discussed together with how to fund the purchase. It was resolved the clerk 
would contact T.P. Plan members and call a meeting to revisit this Plan. On the agenda would be the 
T.P.P. account and how to progress further to possibly obtain funding for a Community Marquee. 

2. Planning. None  

3. Annual Fun Day. A very successful evening was reported, total figure realised £1018.40. Clerk had 
thanked by email all committee members and everyone else who had given their time.  

4.  2018-19 Communities Together Fund [previously TAP] - M. Galley-Taylor’s proposal regarding a 
possible purchase of a marquee for community use. It was agreed to include this in the Tatler and on 
the Website for residents to either come back with comments on this proposal or any other 
suggestions they might have for the £261.00 allocated from C.M.T. for Thornbury Hamlets, this would 
be included in the November meeting’s agenda.  

5. Road Warden’s report.  K.H. read email from P.T. regarding the new Neighbourhood Highways 
Engineer post for Vicky Braddon. P. Taylor updated councillors on the progress made regarding pot 
holes filled, further holes had been logged, and appreciation was stated for Highways for the excellent 
work now completed at Lashbrook. An ongoing issue regarding flooding at Brendon side lane would 
be raised with Highways. A condition of the CDT grant was the more detailed creation of Thornbury’s 
Emergency Plan, this has been done and agreed by T.P.C. and published on the website, an A4 leaflet 
was distributed with the May edition of the ‘Tatler’ giving advice on being prepared for emergencies 
and useful contact numbers. Cheque for £530.01 was signed for P.T. regarding his recent purchase of 
a ‘Wacker Plate’ and tools.  Clerk to add this to T.P.C.’s Asset Register. 

6. Nth Devon Archive Service Forward Plan 2018-19: Councillors had been forwarded these 
proposals; it was discussed whether  Thornbury could contribute to funding for a seven month short 
term agreement from April 2019 and an annual contribution towards the five year agreement running 
from the expiry of the short term agreement, it was proposed by T.J. and seconded by C.W. that at 
this present time no funding could be contributed to this plan, but members agreed that this service 
for North Devon is appreciated and hopefully will continue. 

7.Correspondence for discussion:  
Licensing Policy Consultation was discussed, and no further comments were made. 
Merger of Devon & Cornwall Police with Dorset was discussed, and no further comments were made. 
Data Protection Bill: councillors had been forwarded two emails on the update for Local Councils, in 
April and July from Jamie Hollis these would be kept on record.  

Correspondence to file. Clerks /Councils  

AOB : Thornbury’s Defibrillator had been found faulty and has now been replaced and awaiting ac-
creditation. P.T. put forward some suggestions to erecting a ‘sign’ regarding the site of Thornbury’s 
Defibrillator outside the entrance to Thornbury Holiday Park, councillors agreed that such a ‘sign’ 
would need to be larger and P.T. was asked to contact some local firms. 
Holsworthy Hospital update from B. Parsons would be included in the next edition of ‘Tatler’, website, 
FB and Notice Boards. 
Update from M.G.T. regarding the Old Sunday School for sale details. It was resolved that T.P.C. would 
contact Torridge Planners regarding these as residents were concerned whether construction work 
had already been carried out without either planning permission or change of use approval.  
 

Meeting closed at 9.30pm. Next meeting will be on 14.11.18 at 7.30pm 
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Message from District Councillor Philip Hackett 

Torridge Waste and Recycling update    There is positive news to report with the changes in 
waste and recycling, which went to fortnightly at the beginning of June. In June 2017 1,356 
tons of waste went directly to landfill. This has dropped to 890 tons for June 2018 with an 
uplift in the recycling levels from 415 tons last June rising to 669 tons last month.  
Additionally 187 tons of food waste was collected in the new caddies which was diverted 
from going to landfill. This will mean that the Deep Moor landfill site in Torrington will have 
an extended life and the residents of Torridge are doing their bit to lead a greener lifestyle 
with some residents recycling for the first time. If anyone needs an additional recycling 
container please contact TDC or let me know and I will try and organise delivery. 

The garden waste collection has been a resounding success with a 11,200 homes currently 
signed up for the £35 service (residents can purchase additional bins at the same price). The 
council were anticipating a take up of 10,000. Last month we collected 441 tons of garden 
waste. Currently over 50% of councils charge for garden waste with the average charge 
being £42.40, with Harlow being the most expensive council with a charge of £96 per year. 

Hands off our PCSOs!  The last meeting of the Police and Crime Panel was a rather lively 
event with the proposal to reduce the number of PCSOs from the current level of 360 to 150 
after 2020 under Project Genesis, which is the review into Neighbourhood Policing. This is a 
severe concern to rural areas such as ours where the local PCSO is a familiar face. Emma 
Tomkies, our local PCSO has a vital role gathering local intelligence without which the 
regular warranted officers would not be able to do their job safely. We can say with pride 
that our community is a very low crime area with residents more at risk on the internet with 
online fraud than being a victim of crime “on the street”. After my exchange with the Police 
and Crime Commissioner Alison Hernandez, she made the suggestion that “I could put my 
money where my mouth is” - councils could purchase their own PCSO, which causes me 
grave concern, as the rural areas which suffer most from deprivation and sparsity are 
communities which rely most on their PCSO’s and can least afford them. This will 
increasingly disadvantage those areas and has the potential to develop two tier policing - 
something that I will firmly resist. 

Proposed Policing merger with Dorset 

There is a proposal to develop a business case for a merger with Dorset Constabulary before 
the next Police and Crime Commissioner elections in May 2020. The timeline for this is fairly 
tight as the business case must be received by the Home Office by 12th October 2018 to 
ensure that there is sufficient time to draft legislation to be laid before Parliament by 7th 
November 2019. The senior Police officers are in favour of the merger as there will be sav-
ings to be made streamlining senior staff, with one Chief Constable and Police and Crime 
Commissioner for the combined area. The Police and Crime Panel are meeting in August to 
look at the detail and scrutinise the proposal, which will also include details of savings in HR 
and other administrative departments. However, Dorset residents pay a much higher Police 
precept and this will need to be aligned prior to the merger - it is likely we will have to pay 
more for our Policing. I will be looking very carefully at the economic case, in addition will 
this merger improve efficiency and effectiveness. There is an opportunity for residents to 
make their views known by filling in the consultation at www.futurepolicing.co.uk/ 
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Hand-shaped Neapolitan pizza with a 
range of tasty toppings including our 

own home-reared pork 
and home-grown veg. 

Having a party or a function? 
Let us bake for you – delicious pizza, 

happy guests and no washing up!  

Contact Alex on 07967 000396 



Thornbury Tatler       September 2018 

 

Stained and Fused Glass Gifts and Jewellery 

Brooches, cufflinks, pendants and earrings 

Inter-twined initials for weddings and anniversaries 

Handmade to order in Thornbury in colours of your choice 

Call Meg on 261804 or email meg@taylor.it 
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Thelma Priest’s winning picture 
at The Thornbury Fun Day 
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 EVELYN   
SHARMAN  

 
 

Professional Driving Tuition 
(DVSA ADI)  

 

Tel: 01409 259 848 (Holsworthy)  

Mobile: 07885 352 082  

evelyn.sharman@btinternet.com 
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Treating Adolescent & Adult Anxiety 

5/7 Sessions 

Please call 01409 261180 for more details 
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Holsworthy Pets & Garden Supplies 
 

4 Victoria Square 
Holsworthy 

07760 104031 
Contact: Dan Baseley 
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Copy Deadline: Please send all information, 
events, announcements and articles for the 
Winter edition of the Tatler to the Editor by 
15th November at the latest. 
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  Emergency Plan Contact Numbers: 
    
   Chris Ward  S. Wonford - centre    261459  07867 540618 
   Tim Priest  S. Wonford - outlying areas   261673 
   Keith Hutchings Thornbury & outlying areas  261373  07788 140497 
   George Worth Lashbrook & Lopthorne                   281336  07966 486575 
   Trevor Jollow  Woodacott - centre    261291  07773 881110 
   Tony Gifford  Brendon & Forda    261374 
   Stephen Sanders Lower Woodacott     261626   07971  695091 
   Thelma Priest          Plan Coordinator                                240194   07779 461497 
   Steve Bond     Snow Warden   261123   07970 731044 
   Paul Taylor   Road Warden    261804   07584 720802 
 

   General Emergency Numbers: 
 

Police, Fire & Ambulance   Emergencies   999 
Police       Non-urgent     101 
Holsworthy Medical Centre   253692 
Devon Doctors (out of hours)   111 
Stratton Hospital—enquiries  01288 320100 

     Stratton Hospital—MIMI   01288 320101 
A&E— Bideford/Barnstaple   01271 322577 
South West Water (leaks)  0800 2300561 
Gas Emergencies      0800 111999 
Electricity Emergencies    0800 4085500 
Power cuts (Western Power)  0800 6783105 
N.H.S. Direct     111 
Torridge District Council    01237 428700 
D.C.C. Highways     01392 383329 
Environment -S.W. Agency   08708 506506 
Samaritans     08457 909090 
Victim Support     0845 3030900 
 
Your local Police are: 
  Rural Beat Manager: 16096 Sgt David Monkton  

       Your local PCSO is 30538 Emma Tomkies  
  Email: 101@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk 

 
Thornbury Parish Councillors: 
Chair: Keith Hutchings     Vice Chair:  Gaye Tabor 
Trevor Jollow, Tim Priest, Chris Ward, Stephen Sanders, Liz Priest 
Parish Clerk: Thelma Priest 01409 240194 

 

     Get more local information online at www.thornburyhamlets.com 
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