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MARK PIPER 

PLUMBING & HEATING 
OIL BOILER SERVICE ENGINEER  

01409 255764 
07966 626608 

WWW.THEOILBOILERMAN.CO.UK

FAST FRIENDLY RELIABLE SERVICE 

OFTEC REGISTERED & FULLY 
INSURED

OIL BOILER, AGA / RAYBURN 
SERVICES £55

BATHROOMS
 BOILER INSTALATIONS 

 24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALLOUT 
 OIL TANK REPLACEMENTS 

 NEW BUILDS 
 FREE QUOTES, NO JOB TO SMALL. 

 

Seasonal Greetings to everyone
As the festive season rapidly approaches, and last year’s intentions of being 
far more organised this year, fails yet again, most of us do look forwards to the 
Christmas & New Year celebrations.  Yet there could be someone near you in 
poverty, lonely, unhappy or unwell , so let’s be mindful of them, even doing  a 
kind deed or two in the true spirit of Christmas.  
With this in mind please ring Thelma, on 261423, if you have any nominees for 
the Christmas Box gift (credentials being: Thornbury Hamlets Parishoners, aged 
70 or over, living in the village for atleast 15 years) from the Joseph & Elizabeth 
Fund. 
Please send me your events, fund raisers, information, announcements, for sale/
wanted - whatever - it is Your Newsletter after all. Deadline for Spring Edition 
February 10th to thornburytatler@gmail.com
Thanks to all who contributed once again, Kath.

T W JOLLOW 
 

FUNERAL DIRECTOR, 
PAINTER & DECORATOR

CARPENTER & HOUSE 
MAINTENANCE  

Oakleigh, Woodacott 
Thornbury, Holsworthy 

Devon

Phone  01409 261291 
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Great service, 
Great rates –
Call Anne
01409 261123.

stylist to the  

BOND GIRLS!!

Mobile 
Hairdressing

Page 3

Independent Phoenix Trader 

Something for every
occasion

Fantastic range of quality greeting cards, gift
wrap, party invitations, posters, bookmarks 

and much more...

For a free brochure contact:

Liz Priest
9049

01409 261312 or 0788 788 6354
liz@kingsfordfarm.plus.com

www.cardsfromliz.co.uk
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River Tamar Way 

Dobles Lane Industrial Estate 

Holsworthy 

Devon EX22 6HL 

T: 01409 259 403 

 MOT Class 4 & 7 
 Servicing 
 Diagnostics 
 Air Conditioning 
 Wheel Alignment 
 Tyres ad Exhausts 

 

THORNBURY’S  WEATHER
2012 Rainfall       Dry Days       2013 Rainfall            Dry Days
April 169mm    8 April  30mm  20
May 39mm  18 May  97mm  18 
June 206mm    9 June  45mm  17 
July 144mm    9 July  20mm  25
August 139mm    9 August  62mm  22
September 88cm 12 September 94mm 17
October 168mm  12  October  171mm 10

Seasonal Greetings Everyone
It seems Christmas 
will be upon us all too 
quickly & there will be 
the last minute flurry of 
activity for many of us, 
who always think we will 
remember to plan ahead 
next year but never do. 
Whist many of us really 
enjoy the festivities, let us 
just remember that there 
could be some of our 
neighbours in difficulties, 
in fuel poverty, 
housebound, alone or 
unwell, and try to be 
vigilant in keeping an eye 
out for them, preferably 
with an offer of help or a 
kind deed. As usual there 
will the ............................
.....for those over....years 
old and who have lived in 
the parish for .........years 
– please ring Thelma if 
you qualify!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Congratulations to David Green & 
Lesley Hobbs who were married 
at St Peters on September 14th.
Congratulations to Gemma Bond 
on purchasing her first home, in 
Exmouth. We hope you will be 
very happy in it & look forwards to 
lots of free weekends in S.Devon!
Good Luck & best wishes to Barb 
Slee – who has moved from South 
Wonford, to Holsworthy Beacon, 
after living all but 5 years of her 
life in the Parish. Barb will be 
missed a great deal, but we hope 
she will be very happy in her new 
home. Belated Happy Birthday – 24th October!
Best wishes to Andy, Sharon and Ceelan, who have also moved from South 
Wonford, temporarily to Chilsworthy.
We welcome David Buckpitt & Mr & Mrs Bill & Ann Comerford, to South Wonford, 
where we hope you will be very happy.
Welcome to Dean Marks who has purchased Woodacott Fishery & Holiday Park 
– we look forwards to new developments.
Betty Howarth and family thank everyone who sent kind messages of sympathy, 
beautiful cards, donations, flowers and to all who attended Peter’s funeral.
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Specialists in Bedding/Patio plants, 
Vegetables, Herbs and a wide range of 

Perennials. We offer 
top quality plants and top quality service, 

born of 30 years experience in the 
nursery/garden centre trades. 

Retail and wholesale available - catalogues 
available on request 

 
Please visit our facebook page for all  the 

latest information and offers 
 

https://www.facebook.com/thethatchedhouse
nursery 

 
10% discount to all  Thornbury Parish 

residents - please ring 01409 281959 to 
either come and view, 

or let us know what you want and we can 
deliver !

Cold Comfort
Ten minutes to spare?           That’s just enough time to squeeze in a few 
gardening jobs and get ready for winter.

1    Ten minutes tidying is time well spent – garden hygiene reduces the spread of disease 
and infection, so keep sweeping leaves and removing plant debris. 

2   Worm casts look unsightly and clog up the lawn. Sweep away with a besom broom - 
but not on a frosty day or you’ll “bruise” the grass.

3  Shelter soon-to-flower treasures like hellebores and Iris unguicularis under cloches 
to protect them from the worst of the weather. Surround with prickly holly leaves to 
discourage slugs.

4   Wigwam warmth - protect your favourite tender or newly planted specimens from 
extreme weather conditions with three bamboo canes and some clear plastic.

5   Stake a few taller plants to prevent wind damage.

6   Insulate the roots of containerised plants and protect your favourite pots against frost 
damage – pop them in a garden refuse sack, stuff with straw and secure bag round the 
stems.

7   Stay safe – remove slippery algae from 
paths with a pressure sprayer or a 1:8 
solution of thick bleach and a stiff broom.

8   Carry on digging - it exposes soil to the 
weather and allows it to break down before 
spring. Add organic matter as you dig. You’ll 
be surprised how much you can achieve in 
ten minutes – and it keeps you warm, too! 

9   Cover soil in the kitchen garden with 
sheets of black plastic to absorb the last 
rays of sunshine and warm it up for spring 
sowing.

10   Check greenhouse plants for pests 
and diseases that still thrive in the warmer 
temperatures under glass.

11   Make a winter wildlife shelter – piles 
of logs or inverted wooden boxes stuffed 
with straw encourages small mammals 
to hibernate in a controlled environment, 
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Manufacturers & Suppliers of 
Luxury Dairy Ice Cream & Sorbets.

Weddings, Party’s & Events 
catered for. 

For more details please 
telephone 01409 261106 

or email 
dunstaple.icecream@gmail.

com

Portable 
Appliance 
Testing

for 
Holiday Cottages,  

B&B, Small 
Businesses etc.

Kettles, Toasters, 
Microwaves, Small 

Appliances etc 
Tel: 01409 

261648
Qualified PAT Tester

rather than your greenhouse. Leaving stems 
on herbaceous plants will also provide a 
winter home for insects.

12   Fine mesh netting will stop hungry mice 
from digging up your crocus corms and keep 
wood pigeons off your Christmas sprouts!

13   Collect colourful stems of holly before 
birds strip them bare. Berries will stay bright 
and fresh for Christmas decorations in a 
tightly sealed plastic bag. 

14   Prop up any large conifer branches that 
could easily snap under the weight of heavy 
snow. 

15   Ignore light frosts and plant a deciduous 
shrub, climber or rose bush. Soil will still be 
friable once you’ve lifted the frozen crust to 
one side.

16   Visit the pool daily, removing any fallen 
debris likely to foul the water. 

17   Lag the garden tap with old sacking and 
tie securely with twine.

18   Colder days are the perfect excuse to 
lock yourself in the shed and clean up all your 
gardening tools. Make a Christmas wish list of 
any that are beyond repair.

19   Plant a pretty basket with a colourful 
selection of houseplants. Indoor arrangements 
always make welcome seasonal gift for friends 
and relatives, or will brighten any room if you 
decide to keep it for yourself!

20   Spend ten minutes simply enjoying 
winter’s offerings – a sweetly fragrant 
Mahonia or winter sweet, a splash of colour 
from winter flowering heathers, golden stems 
of Jasminium nudiflorum and the surprise of 
an early flowering primrose will send your 
spirits soaring. 
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Window Cleaner 
Also Chimney Sweeping 

And Carpet Cleaning 
 

 
 
 

David Seggons 
North Lane,Sutcombe,Holsworthy,Devon,EX22 7PY 

 

01409 241702 
 
 

 

E.S.SANDERS & SONS 
BUILDING CONTRACTORS

Leylandii – Woodacott, 
Thornbury, Devon.

01409 261626 or 07971695091 
Free Estimates

Holsworthy Hamlets & Parish Criminal Activity
August – October 2013
A mixture of crimes in surrounding parishes, none in Thornbury Parish known, 
comprising of burglary, to dwellings, buildings and vehicles.  Theft of ewes, ride-
on lawn mower, 750L red diesel, hand tools, electric fencer and fencing equip-
ment, van & motor bike , computer equipment, guitars and musical equipment, 
post box, ladders, diesel.  
Also, vandalism including the wasting of 
5,800litres of milk from dairy parlour, 1 
x sheep killed & 2 injured by unknown 
animal.
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DIARY  DATES; 
Bag Collection; Please keep collecting those clothes, curtains, bedding, soft toys, 
shoes, bags belts for collection on  THURS 24th OCT – please leave any items at 
the back of the church
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Myrtle Daniel looks back with fond 
memories at her five years spent 
teaching at Thornbury Primary School. 
Myrtle had been teaching for eight 
years when in 1948 she travelled 
to Thornbury seeking a teaching 
post. During her interview she 
was told they had flushing 
toilets which she thought was 
wonderful for a country school 
so she decided to accept the job! 
In the holiday whilst preparing 
for the busy term ahead she 
discovered a book called ‘Devon 
Village Schools an Assessment of 
the Plan’ where to her surprise 
she read the school was down 
for closure and the children were 
to be transferred to Bradford 
Primary School. This did not 
deter Myrtle and the new term 
began. 

Prior to Myrtle starting her 
position Thornbury School 
had had 13 teachers in 5 years. This 
prompted one child to say “we must 
be clever Miss because we’ve had 
heaps of teachers!” Myrtle was the 
only teacher at Thornbury fulfilling the 
role of Head, Deputy, Class Teacher 
and Teaching Assistant! There were 
23 children in total rising 4 to 11 years 
old. The Infants and the Juniors were 
kept separate by a partition that folded 
back so she could keep her eye on both 
classes. 

Myrtle cycled to school from Chapel 

House. The school day began with the 
caretaker pumping up the water supply 
and lighting the fires which were two 
great big flat top stoves one at each end 

of the room. These were used to heat 
the water which was used for washing 
hands and washing up the dinner 
dishes. If the water supply ran out that 
was it for the day. Every child had milk 
and a hot dinner which were brought 
out from Holsworthy. It was the job 
of the older boys within the school to 
stoke up the fires at playtimes so they 
did not go out. There was obviously no 
electricity so when it started getting 
dim the only form of lighting was a tiny 
lamp. The playground which is now 
the car park area was not fenced and 

A day in the life of 
Myrtle Daniel at Thornbury Primary School
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was very uneven. It was muddy in the 
winter and a dust bowl in the summer 
but nevertheless, was a good area to 
play in.

Myrtle made sure the children covered a 
wide curriculum which consisted of the 
3 R’s, History, Geography, Needlework, 
Craft and Country Dancing. As part of 
their RE they held an annual Harvest 
Festival and took food to the senior 
citizens in the village. Myrtle played the 
piano so they had lots of singing. The 
county decided that during PE lessons 
children had to be suitably dressed 
which for girls meant wearing their 
tops and knickers. One of the boys got 
the wrong end of the stick and went 
home and told his Mum “the maids 
have got to do PE in their snickers!” 

In the summer when the weather was 
nice Myrtle often took the desks outside 
into the playground. They went on lots 
of nature walks to Thornbury Mill and 
around the local area collecting wild 
flowers. Myrtle even took the whole 
school on a trip to Bude. She held 
parent afternoons where she provided 
tea and refreshments so the Mums 
could discuss their children’s work. The 
Dads didn’t usually go as they were 
too busy working on the farmsl. There 
was always a Christmas party with lots 
of singing and games to finish off the 
year. In case of any emergency a child 
would be sent down to the Priory next 
door to ask for help. However, Myrtle 
would usually manage to deal with 
the situation with a basic first aid box. 
Myrtle had high expectations of all 
pupils and their behaviour and if there 
was any nonsense children would find 

themselves missing a playtime as a 
consequence. Myrtle was a dedicated 
and committed teacher and worked 
tirelessly to ensure no child was held 
back and every pupil reached their full 
potential.  

After 5 happy years at Thornbury School 
Myrtle then left as she was expecting 
her first baby. A supply teacher was 
then brought in but did not stay long 
as sadly the school was closed and the 
children were sent to Bradford. From 
a thriving Primary School the building 
then served as a busy Village Hall at the 
heart of the community where many 
social events took place. Today Myrtle, 
at 95, has now gone back to her roots 
and is living in the old Primary School 
in Holsworthy and still sees some of 
her past pupils in the local area.

Forda Farm

www.fordafarm.com
(01409) 261 369

4 Star Farmhouse Bed and 
Breakfast on a working farm.

Delicious cream tea on arrival, 
evening meals by arrangement.
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Three days in Eden
Last week I spent three days at the Eden Project taking part in something called 
the Big Lunch Extra Bootcamp.  Over the past four years the Eden Project has 
helped millions of people take part in community based events through The Big 
Lunch, a Lottery funded project to get people together in their neighbourhoods 
for a few hours of community, friendship and fun. Big Lunch Extras build on this 
success and bring together people’s talents and skills, and help them to make their 
communities thrive and be better placed to tackle the issues that matter most to 
them.

The time was spent on a variety of workshops, activities, site visits and talks from 
inspirational speakers, alongside time to explore and network.  The event was 
packed with sessions and there was a lot of information to take in, but it was 
very worthwhile and I came away with a lot of ideas of how we could be more 
of a community. I learnt about how to engage the community, where to look for 
funding, how to use art and craft activities to bring the generations together as 
well as hearing some of the inspirational things that other people are involved in 
across the UK including community orchards in inner cities, art in Launceston and 
allotments in the Wirral.  

If you have an idea for community activity I will be happy to help you make it happen 
and I have some ideas of my own.  For example we could have our own Big Lunch 
next summer along the lines of our previous Jubilee and Royal Wedding events. 
Having really enjoyed all the craft activities, I wondered if anyone is interested 
in getting together, perhaps once a month for a couple of hours to share art and 
craft activities and skills.  You could learn a new craft or art from someone else 
or share your expertise with a novice.  You could bring along that long forgotten 
tapestry or other craft activity that 
is languishing in the cupboard 
and actually finish it.  One thing 
that was very clear from Eden 
was that most events are better 
with cake so how about meeting 
once a month for Craft, Cake and 
Conversation?  It’s up to you.  
What do you want?
Meg Galley-Taylor, 
meg@taylor.it or 261804.



Thornbury Tatler September 2013 Page 13



Thornbury Tatler September 2013 Page 14

DIAM   ND
THE CUTTING EDGE IN

PROFESSIONAL
CARPET, CURTAIN

& UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
Domestic & Commercial

 Deep Hot Water Extraction Cleaning
 Deodorising Treatments
 Dust Mite Removal
 Leather  Cleaning
 Stain Protection
 Stain Removal

Other treatment
also available

OUR PRICES ARE HARDER THAN A
DIAMOND TO BEAT

Call us now for a
FREE ESTIMATE

Call Mike on Holsworthy
01409 254816 or 07855 275088

On Oct 24th I attended a Rural NHW meeting at Holsworthy Police Station chaired by Sgt 
Channing. The good news is that Holsworthy is to get 5 more officers based there again, 
Torrington and South Molton stations will also be getting more officers, which means 
that control of the investigation of the lesser crimes will come back from Bideford and 
Barnstaple to our local station.  There is no time scale for this but requests have gone 
out for volunteers to take up the posts.  She reported that there has been an increase in 
sheep rustling and also sheep worrying, but generally crime was down on a year ago and 
that we are a very low crime area.  She encouraged people to sign up for the Community 
Messaging Service and receive alerts.  Meg Galley-Taylor.
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Remembrance – Holsworthy Union & the Great War – 
1914 – 1918
This project aims to create an online remembrance 1914-1918 digital archive, which 
will link to Devon Record Office as part of the Imperial War Museums First World War 
Partnership “1914.org”
There will be an education pack delivered to all school within the 22 parishes, the creation 
of a memory wall in the Holsworthy Museum, whereby parishioners can bring memento’s 
and artefacts to display, and a presentation book, containing biographies & images to be 
issued to school, parish councils, churches & chapels within the 22 parishes.
This all culminates in 2018 with a major exhibition featuring all of this and hopefully 
additional material that may subsequently be discovered.  Thornbury Parish Council have 
given their support of this project.

We are looking for a www wizard!! 
Due to work pressure, the intended upgrading of our www site has not occurred, therefore 
we would really appreciate it if someone would like to help take this project on, please 
phone Thelma (261423) if you could help. 
We would also like someone to assist, or even take over, with the publication of this 
newsletter – please phone Kath if  you can help, 261101.

The Town & Parish Fund, via T.D.C, has launched an initiative to bring 
communities  together - they have offered 
between £1000 - £1500, which could be 
used for purchasing kindles for a book 
club, defibrillators and first aid training, for 
establishing cooking clubs and classes, I.T  
for the terrified, geneology projects, such as 
digitising headstones, local history classes 
to share & record information etc. We need 
YOU to tell us want you would like, please 
ring Thelma, 261423 with your suggestions, 
proposals of help or for more information.
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Jennie is a post graduate community dance practitioner, who has undergone 
training with Macmillan Cancer & 
Plymouth University to be able to run 
classes specifically for cancer patients.  
Light exercise has been proved to 
counteract some of the side effects  of 
treatment.  It’s fun, expressive, non 
competitive and sociable.  The classes 
will elevate your mood and assist in 
managing pain as well as boosting your 
fitness level and muscle tone.  
From June there will be a series of 
classes near Shebbear for anyone who 
has cancer and wants to have some fun 
and get fit!  The class is designed around 
the participants needs and will probably 
be chair based in parts.  Price per person 
is £2 and the classes last about an hour 
finishing with tea and a biscuit or two!  
Do get touch with Jennie on 01409 281 
863    or www.nimblelimbs.com

Progress report from the Parish Plan 
Implementation Group

Nimble limbs for cancer patients

Environmental report
We are still at the investigatory stage at present, and we are looking at many 
different avenues including;
  home energy audits to help save money on household bills
  renewable energy mini-day, an open day so you can discuss with different 
 producers/manufactures why this might be the most cost-effective choice 
 for you
  free products and grants, which again will improve energy efficiency
 in the home
  a wildlife club, for children and adults alike to get involved in the 
 beautiful nature that surrounds us

If you have any ideas that would like us to consider 
please contact Lisa at lisapinno@yahoo.co.uk
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Message from Reverend Kathy Roberts
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Words that come to mind in November are Guy Fawkes, 
Bonfires, Trick or Treat, and more sombrely, Remembrance.

Despite all the high hopes for peace after the Second World War, it simply hasn’t 
happened and people all over the globe are dying tragically and needlessly. 

We are enormously grateful to all who give their lives so that others may live 
securely and without fear. I suppose we ask ourselves what we can do to make a 
difference. 

Pete Seeger sang a song many years ago and it still resonates with me:  

One man’s (or woman’s!) hands can’t tear a prison down
Two men’s hands can’t tear a prison down
But if two and two and fifty make a million
We’ll see that day come round
We’ll see that day come round.

One man’s eyes can’t see the future clear. . .

One man’s voice can’t shout to make them hear. . .

It’s a bit like voting in an election – we wonder whether the contribution of one, 
or two, or three makes any difference in the ultimate scheme of things.   And if 
we can live determined to respect others and their opinions, allowing there to 
be differences and learning how to love and to forgive, we will go a long way to 
ensuring our world is a safer and happier place. Respect, love and forgiveness are 
catching and finally two and two and fifty can make a million! 

Desmond Tutu put it differently. He said 
Good is stronger than evil; 
love is stronger than hate; 
light is stronger than darkness; 
life is stronger than death. 
Victory is ours, through him who loves us. 

Revd Kathy Roberts
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Tel:     01409 281 323        Mob: 07811 732 419 

Kathy Priest
Sports Therapy 
 Beauty Therapy
  Massage
   Aromatherapy
    Hopi Ear Candles

     Reflexology 
      Electrolysis
       Ear Piercing
        Indian Head Massage
         Shellac Nails  

All aspects of 
work undertaken, 

Fully Insured, 

No job too small, 
Friendly service, 

Reasonable rates.

01409 261488
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EMERGENCY Plan Contact No’s
Chris Ward  S.Wonford-centre  261459
Tim Priest  S.Wonford - outlying areas  261673
Keith Hutchings  Thornbury - outlying areas  261373
Glen Headland  Lashbrook & Lopthorne  281959
Trevor Jollow   Thornbury - centre   261291
Denise Mitchell  Woodacott    261367
Tony Gifford  Brendon    261374
Central Co-ordinator;
Thelma Priest  261423      or 07779461497
Snow Warden;
Steve Bond  261123      or  07970 731044
General Emergency No’s;
Police & Ambulance - emergencies -  999  
Police - non urgent    101
Holsworthy Medical Centre   253692
Devon Doctors (out of hours)   08456 710270
A/E – Stratton Hospital    01288 287700
A/E Bideford/Barnstaple   01271 322577
S.W.Water –     0800 1691144
Gas emergencies -   0800 111999
Electricity emergencies –   0800 4085500
N.H.S.Direct -     0845 4647
Torridge District Council   01237 428700
D.C.C. Highways    01392 383329
Environment -S.W.Agency   08708 506506
Samaritans     08457 909090
Victim Support     0845 3030900
YOUR LOCAL POLICE ARE –
SGT 14298  Pennie Channing
PC 14936  Andy Moakes
P.C.S.O 30103  Beverley Bray
Holsworthy Police    259461
Email: 101@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk
Thornbury Parish Councillors
Chairman; Trevor Jollow  : Vice Chairman; Keith Hutchings  
Tim Priest, Chris Ward, Stephen Sanders, Denise Mitchell, 
Gaye Tabor
Parish Clerk; Thelma Priest 261423
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