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will be at 

Thornbury Holiday Park 

 on 3rd June from 3pm 

“Bring and Share” Meal 

Raffle, Kids’ Playground 

Free tea, coffee, squash 

 

Everybody Welcome ! 

see page 3 for details 
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Welcome to the Summer Thornbury Tatler ! 

 
In this latest edition you can find out about all of the activities that will be taking place in the 
village across the summer.  These events are for the benefit of all residents and people put a 
lot of effort into them, so please support them.  You might like to start thinking about what 
food you will bring to the Big Late Lunch on June 3rd or which of the competitions you 
would like to enter for the Fun Day on July 21st; biggest 3 leaf clover, or best miniature 
garden, and there is still time to take that winning picture of a sunset or sunrise. 

For the more active we have a Cider and Pasty Walk, and if it’s food you are interested in, 
then check out the Hog Roast and the Pizza Nights at the Holiday Park in Woodacott.   

There is more news from Dunsland as well as another Helicopter Tale and a short article 
about the ancient art of Thatching. 

Included with this issue is a copy of the village Emergency Plan advice: please read and keep 
it to hand, so that if we are ever faced with a difficult situation we are better prepared. 

I hope to see you all at one of the events, so come and speak to me and share your news.  
It’s your magazine but I can only include things you want if you tell me what they are. 

Finally, we remember David Forrester-Barker, Malcolm Beck, Mike Smith and Colin Wood 
and express our condolences to their families.  

Cider and Pasty Walk 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 17th June  

Start at Gidcott Farm 

Proceeds for St Peter’s Church, Thornbury  

Starting times:  2.30 pm – 4.00pm 

£7.00 per person, £3.00 per child 

BOOKING ESSENTIAL 

PLEASE - Book by Wednesday 13th June  

Sara Lawes on 01409 261760 

Congratulations to Lyndsey Priest and Jim 
Slocombe, who were married on Saturday 
5th May at Buckland Brewer Church,  
followed by a reception at Windy Cross. 
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It will be a ‘bring and share’ meal and to help us get a good variety of food, each 
hamlet has a local co-ordinator who will knock on your door to invite you to come 
and get some idea of what sort of food you will be bringing. 

There will be a raffle with a Hamper full of goodies as the first prize and many 
other prizes, with the proceeds going towards the Thornbury Defibrillator Fund. 

We hope that the weather will be kind to us, but if it is looking like it might rain we 
will still go ahead as we have gazebos, but you might like to bring along your own 
gazebo, if you have one, as well as a picnic table and chairs. 

We are trying to avoid producing too much plastic waste (we all watched Blue 
Planet II) so if you could also bring along your own cutlery, that would help. 

The Parish Council have kindly agreed to provide free tea, coffee and soft drinks but 
you are welcome to bring along a tipple of your choice and the bar at the Holiday 
Park will be open for you to buy drinks. 

The playground at the Holiday Park will be available for children and, weather 
permitting, there will also be a bouncy castle. 

We hope this will be a chance for neighbours, old and new, to get together and 
gossip and share stories. If you know of somebody who might like to come but has 
no transport, then let us know and we will arrange for them to be collected. 

If anyone is willing to help set up the venue on Sunday morning and/or clear up 
after the event, then we would love to hear from you. 

Let’s make this a real community event. 

Look out for regular updates on the Tatler Facebook page ! 

Meg Galley-Taylor, Linda Bond, Margaret Pett, Lindsey Hutchings, Lili Hansen, Jane 
Akers and Lisa Serra. 

You are all warmly invited to come along to the Thornbury Hamlets’  

Big Late Lunch at Thornbury Holiday Park, Woodacott  

on Sunday June 3rd from 3 p.m. onwards 
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Forthcoming Events in and around Thornbury Hamlets: 

 

28th May: Bank Holiday Hog Roast at Thornbury Holiday Park (THP), served from 3pm. 

2nd June : Coffee Morning at St. Peter’s, 10.30 –12.00. All very welcome ! 

2nd June: Plant & Bake Sale, Bradford Hall, 2.30-4.30, Cream teas, raffle 

3rd June: The Big Late Lunch! @ THP, from 3pm. Thornbury Holiday Park will host The Big 

Lunch, Britain’s largest community get-together (see page 3 for details) 

14th June to  30th August: Pizza Nights every Thursday at Thornbury Holiday Park 

17th June: Cider and Pasty Walk, start at Gidcott Farm, 2-4pm.  See page 2. 

25th June:  Bag collection for Church funds—please leave bags at rear of church. 

27th June: Bradford School Coffee Morning, Memorial Hall,  9-12. All welcome! 

7th July: Coffee Morning at St. Peter’s, 10.30 –12.00. All very welcome ! 

7th July:  THP gig : Acoustic duo - Fretted Knot, back playing live from 8.30pm 

21st July : Thornbury Fun Day and Dog Show, from 4pm. See page 5 for details. 

Stallholders needed—if you have something to sell, contact the Tatler for more details. 

30th July : Woolsery Agricultural Show  

4th August: Coffee Morning at St. Peter’s, 10.30 –12.00. All very welcome ! 

8th August: Parish Council Meeting at 8pm at St. Peter’s Church,  all welcome  

11th August: THP gig : Sarah Yeo playing live from 8.30pm 

23rd August : Holsworthy and Stratton Agricultural Show 

1st September: Coffee Morning at St. Peter’s, 10.30 –12.00. All very welcome ! 

Watch the ‘Thornbury Tatler’ Facebook page for details of further events in the 
Hamlets and at Thornbury Holiday Park, such as themed food nights and music. 

Inter Parish Footpath Walks—Dates for 2018 
 
Monday 11th June – Bradworthy. Meet in Bradworthy Square 
Monday 9th July – Holsworthy Hamlets. Meet at East Vognacott near Chilsworthy   
Monday 13th August – Pancrasweek. Meet in Lower Tamar Lake car park. We will walk 
alongside the Bude Aqueduct to Vealand nature reserve.   

NB: All walks start at 10.00am and have a walk leader who may decide, if conditions are not 
suitable, to change the venue and/or route. These walks are intended to check on the state 
of Parish footpaths and will be walked at a casual pace. These walks can be wet and muddy 
so dress appropriately and take great care when it is slippery underfoot. Parking can be 
limited so please share transport where possible.  
Everyone is most welcome to come along. If you need any more information, please ring 
Evelyn Sharman on 01409 259 848    
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Church Services at St. Peter’s : 
 
9th June 6.30 pm Compline 
21st June 8.15 am Morning Prayer 
  8.30 am Silent Prayer 
  9.00 am Holy Communion 
24th June 10.30 am Holy Communion 
29th June 7.00 pm Informal Patronal  
  Service with Cheese and Wine 
1st July 10.30 am Holy Communion 
14th July 6.30 pm Compline 
19th July 8.15 am Morning Prayer 
  8.30 am Silent Prayer 
  9.00 am Holy Communion 
22nd July 10.30 am Holy Communion 
11th Aug  6.30 pm Compline 
16th Aug 8.15 am Morning Prayer 
  8.30 am Silent Prayer 
  9.00 am Holy Communion 
26th Aug 10.30 am Holy Communion 
2nd Sept 10.30 am Holy Communion 
8th Sept 6.30 pm Compline 

Holsworthy Beacon 
Chapel Services: 
 
3rd June            R. Bealing 
10th June          Rev. M. Keenan:  
     Sacrament 
17th June          R. Down 
24th June          C. Nosworthy 
1st July               J. Guy 
8th July              P. Daniel 
15th July            D. Wilson 
22nd July           D. Wood 
29th July            E. Boundy 
5th Aug              C. Nosworthy 
12th Aug            D. Ley 
19th Aug            J. Hawkins 
26th Aug            Rev. N. Street:  
      Sacrament  

The Rogation Service was held at The Barton, hosted by Keith and Lins Hutchings, on 6th 
May. During the service, all present were given pots with compost and seeds, to  remind us 
of the work of farmers and the need to protect the natural environment. 
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 A message from Revd. Preb. Kathy Roberts 

When I was in Australia recently the ball-tampering scandal hit the headlines. As ex-South 
Africans staying in a mad-about-cricket Aussie home, we felt slightly uncomfortable,  
knowing very well that South African behaviour in that particular test series had been far 
from sporting!  However, the Australians were too ashamed of their side and what their 
captain Steve Smith and his leadership group had planned, and then foolishly carried out - 
in full view of the cameras – to notice any embarrassment from their guests. Ball-tampering 
became the topic of conversation wherever we went. Aussie anger and shame were 
expressed, often expletively! The episode has lodged itself deeply in a great sporting 
nations’ psyche. 

On return home, I experienced the similar emotions rising – anger, shame and 
embarrassment - as I opened up back copies of the Church Times to find the Church of  
England embroiled in a three week public hearing by the Independent Inquiry into Child Sex 
Abuse. I was devastated to read the words of a lawyer representing survivors of clerical 
sexual abuse: ‘The Church of England is an inappropriate organisation to have charge or 
care of children and vulnerable adults and would have been closed down if it were a school 
(Church Times, 29th March 2018).  Hard lessons have, we’ve been told, been learnt. 
‘Measures’ are being put into place to prevent this from happening again. Our own diocese 
does have an excellent safeguarding team headed up by former policeman Charlie Pitman. 
But, Safeguarding is an ongoing process and tragically, more stories will still emerge. I know 
that it is alright to feel angry, but my anger needs to be expressed appropriately. Hitting 
someone is clearly inappropriate; ensuring good safeguarding practices are put into place is 
more appropriate. Making our churches safe, welcoming places for all is essential. Our 
benefice of churches has good safeguarding procedures in place. Mrs Gina Finch is our 
safeguarding officer. Her contact details, as well as other relevant details are displayed on 
the church notice-boards, should a situation arise that you feel needs attention. As a card-
carrying member of the Church of England I recognise, painfully and uncomfortably, that I 
too carry responsibility for what has happened. Not only am I angry, but I deeply regret the 
way so many innocent lives have been blighted, sometimes irreparably. 

A woman in the New Testament was ‘caught in adultery’ as the phrase quaintly goes, and 
brought to Jesus. (And, because by definition it takes two to commit adultery, I have often 
wondered why the man who was ‘caught in adultery’ was not also brought along). The 
terrified woman stood before someone who could pronounce a death sentence. Jesus did 
not respond with a knee-jerk answer. Instead he said, ‘Let the one who is without sin throw 
the first stone’. The woman watched as the men, starting with the eldest, slowly dropped 
their stones and slunk away. She was free to go.  

We all carry within us what Trappist monk and author, Thomas Merton, has called ‘seeds of 
destruction’. Tragically, some people have chosen to allow those seeds to grow into 
something that destroys the lives of others. The lessons we can learn are that, yes, we carry 
within us the potential to hurt and destroy, but we also carry the good seed of love and 
tolerance, patience and kindness. When we nurture the seed that enables others to flourish 
and become the people that they were meant to be. The ‘seeds of destruction’ will not be 
able to take root and harm other people. 
             Kathy 
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New Emergency Plan for Thornbury - be prepared ! 

Last winter gave us a taste of the effects of our increasingly erratic and extreme weather: 
long periods of heavy rainfall, The ‘Beast from The East‘ and the snowfall that followed. 
Thornbury got off fairly lightly, with some localised flooding, and a few days of icy roads.  
But it could have been worse, and the Parish Council has taken this opportunity to consider 
how ready we are as a community for emergencies of all sorts, and has issued a new  
Emergency Plan. You can see the detailed plan at:     
 
www.thornburyhamlets.com/plans/emergency-plan 
 
It covers the types of emergency that might occur, who 
to contact, and the role of the Parish Council and 
residents. See the back page of this issue for the list of 
local Emergency Coordinators, and get to know who 
covers your area. 

Are you as prepared as you might be for an emergency 
at home or in the community ? With this copy of the 
Tatler, you are receiving a  four page leaflet, giving 
some advice and useful contact numbers. Take a few 
minutes to read it, and consider taking some of the 
actions suggested, like creating an emergency kit. Keep 
this leaflet in a safe place for future reference, and talk 
to your family about how you would cope in an 
emergency. 

 
Thornbury Parish Council has also won a grant 
from ‘Devon Communities Together’ for 
equipment that will help us cope with future 
emergencies, including new  FLOOD warning 
signs, 50 sandbags, and 4 hi-vis jackets for use 
during emergencies in the village. 

 

 

 

A ewe and her twins pausing for a quick 

snack on the Green at Woodacott ! 



Thornbury Tatler       June 2018 

 

Thornbury Road Warden Report 
 
It has been a busy few months, as we start to work with the Road Warden Scheme.   
Thornbury has applied for and received the following grants for community self-help,  
totalling £1,065:  £710 from the DCC Highways Community Enhancement Fund for materials 
(Instarmac pot hole filler), “road works” signs, hi-vis jackets and tools and £355 from Devon 
Communities Together (see opposite).   More funds will be requested in the future. 
 
Work completed to date 
 
Thornbury: On the Thornbury Manor to Strawberry Bank road, thanks to Colin from 
Bagbeare, we repaired 15 holes in 2 hours, using the “Instarmac” compound.  
South Wonford: 20 holes have been filled in the road from South Wonford to New Road 
Cross,  with thanks to  Jean Forrester-Barker, Steve Chatfield and Tim Priest. 
 
The repairs can be done in the wet (just as well in Devon!) and can be driven over 
immediately. We have 1 ½ tons on the compound in stock, so enough to fill dozens of 
potholes!   Make sure you report yours, and come along and help get them fixed! 

Surveys and plans for pothole repairs 
 
Lashbrook: We have surveyed the side road leading to Lashbrook, and plan to work with a 
team of residents shortly, to fill about 30 potholes. 
Woodacott: Further holes on the Woodacott to Branches lane have been logged. 
Thornbury:  More holes in the road towards Strawberry Bank have been logged. 
Brendon: Major damage to the side road at Brendon has also been reported and will be 
investigated and escalated within DCC Highways as needed. 
 
Other Issues 

After much chasing of Highways by the Parish Clerk and myself, repairs have been made to 
the major hole in the Lashbrook road, as well as the smaller ones nearby. Its not perfect, but 
it’s not the risk to life and limb that it was before. I have put out a “bumpy road” sign, to 
warn road users to take care. We will review the situation again when we fill the holes in the 
Lashbrook side road. 
 
Help needed ! 

Please continue to report ALL potholes or damage, either to the Highways website:  
www.new.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/report-a-problem/ or call them on 0345 155 
1004 or 0845 155 1004.   Please also send a note of ongoing issues to : 
roads@thornburyhamlets.com, or call me on 261804. 

Volunteers are always needed to help fill potholes:  
if you can spare a few hours, get in touch and help 
YOUR community stay safe and smooth ! 

Paul Taylor, (Volunteer) Road Warden 
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Dunsland Diary 

Spring is here at last! At least, that’s what I keep telling myself, Dunsland has had its usual 
early show of snowdrops, but not as good as last year. Then we had the usual lull until the 
celandines and the wood anemones made their presence felt. Now, the end of April, the 
magnolia is in full flower, the daffs are going back, but the bluebells are emerging. Because 
everything is up to a month behind, the bluebells will have a shorter season due to the tree 
canopy shading them out. It looks like it’s going to be “Oak before Ash, we are in for a 
splash”, this year, lets see if the old saying runs true. 

With last year being the fiftieth anniversary of the great fire, some funding was acquired to 
pay for some renovation work on the kitchen garden wall and on the coach house. A pair of 

new coach house doors were made, 
complete with slots in the top to 
allow the lesser horseshoe bats to fly 
in and out and the whole building 
was given a coat of paint. On one of 
our monthly volunteering days we 
gave the whole place a good clean 
out, so what remains of some of the 
old stonework left from the house, 
such as lintels, stone carvings and 
one of the ornamental mantle pieces 
can now be seen and appreciated. 

We are going to renew our efforts to gather the memories of those who remember 
Dunsland before the fire and to record their thoughts and recollections before they are lost 
forever. The Trust have loaned me a digital recorder and I am going interview one or two 
locals who have stories to tell about either their time working in the house or on the estate 
or possibly playing there as children and can give me an insight into life in the area many 
years ago. If you, or if you know someone who might be interested in passing on their 
memories of Dunsland or those who had a connection with the estate, do please get in 
touch with me as I would love to gather this information before it’s too late. 

The cattle are now back in the park and sheep are also on the other side of the estate so I 
would appeal to all dog walkers to keep their animals under close control. Last year we had 
a problem with dogs getting over the boundary and onto our neighbour’s land.  

A new “app” has been commissioned by the NT that can be downloaded onto a smartphone 
with 4G capabilities. It gives a fantastic virtual reality tour of the outside of the house as it 
would have looked when renovations had just been completed fifty years ago. The idea 
behind this is this is that anyone visiting the site can access this information and have this 
tour without the need for notice boards etc that might detract from the peace and 
tranquillity and spoil the view. You can of course, also take a look on your PC at home.  
See www.southwestfilm.co.uk/trust/index for details and to take the tour. 

Enjoy your walk !                             Dave Manifold, Local Community Volunteer Ranger 
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Control of invasive, non-native plants (advice from the RHS)  

Japanese Knotweed (Fallopia japonica) is a weed 
that spreads rapidly.  In winter the plant dies back to 
ground level but by early summer the bamboo-like 
stems emerge from rhizomes deep underground to 
shoot up over 2m (7 ft), supressing all other plant 
growth.  Eradication requires determination as it is 
very hard to remove by hand or eradicate with 
chemical.  New legislation now covers its control: 
Since 2013 sellers of property must state whether it 
is present on the conveyancing form. 

It’s not illegal to have it in your garden but it is covered under the 2014 Anti-social  
Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act as an invasive non-native species and you should aim to 
control it to prevent it becoming a problem in your neighbourhood. If you dig out knotweed 
under no circumstances should you include it in household or green waste as it classed as 
controlled waste which must go to licensed landfill sites.  The safest way to dispose of it is to 
allow it to dry and then burn it. 

Himalayan balsam (Impatiens glandifera) is a 
relative of Busy Lizzie, but reaches well over head 
height and is a major weed problem, especially on 
riverbanks and waste land, but can also invade 
gardens.  It tolerates low light levels and shades out 
other vegetation, so gradually impoverishing habitats 
by killing off other plants.  Like knotweed, it is also 
illegal to dispose of waste from Himalayan balsam in 
the normal household waste so it must be disposed of 
on site. 

Yellow or American Skunk Cabbage (Lysichiton 
americanus) is a large plant (up to 1.5m) that 
produces yellow flowers in spring (late March to May) 
that resemble those of wild arum (lords-and-ladies). 
They emit a strong odour like that of a skunk. Green 
berries are produced in the summer. It needs a wet 
site but has no specific soil requirements. Seeds can 
be spread via waterways but also probably by birds 
and  mammals.  It can form dense stands and may 
negatively impact on some native plants,  
outcompeting them by shadowing. It is listed under 
The EU regulation on Invasive Alien Species. To control 

this species, it is now banned from sale, growing, cultivating or releasing into the wild. For 
the protection of native flora this plant should also be controlled at minimum by preventing 
it from seeding and ideally removing it and destroying it on site. 
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Helicopter Tales : Excess Baggage and Unwelcome Passengers 

Otterburn Training Area, in Northumbria, can be a pleasant area to visit in decent weather, 
but in winter and in inclement weather it is most unpleasant.  This characteristic played a 
big part in the British success in the Falklands War – given that the ground and climate 
matches that to be found in East Falkland - and most soldiers and Royal Marines spend lots 
of time training at Otterburn.  

In summer, on the other hand, the weather can sometimes be pleasant, and exercises 
enjoyable (an oxymoron?).  On one occasion I was waiting to direct the fire of an artillery 
battery when an observation team asked if I would take them to their position on the top of 
a hill: two trips in the helicopter would see them in position within 15 minutes as opposed 
to an hours hard slogging through the heather.  Having done this I then began the artillery 
task.  Nowadays, computers, GPS and lasers spoil the fun of artillery shoots – you just enter 

digital information and press 
buttons – but in those days it was 
a challenging but satisfying 
exercise.  With two ranging shots 
from a single field gun I was close 
enough to the target to call for 
the really enjoyable bit called 
“Fire for effect”.  This is where all 
eight guns would fire a number 
of rounds in rapid succession into 
the target area.   Having made 
the necessary call I then heard an 
outside radio station breaking in 
and asking me “…if I had seen 
our snake”?  

(This was the observation team.)  I said that I would be pleased to see it on another 
occasion but that I was rather busy at present.  “No, I mean the snake that we had in one of 
our backpacks: it must have fallen out in the helicopter”.  I replied that I would look for the 
dead snake later.   “No, it’s a live one, the biggest adder any of us have ever seen.  We had a 
hell of a job getting it into the backpack – it was pretty agitated ”.   Now, when it comes to 
snakes I can show Indiana Jones a clean pair of heels, and I’m not sure that I have ever again 
landed as quickly as I did then.  I did not see the fire for effect – one doesn’t when fighting 
with angry, venomous serpents.   And no, I did not find the snake.   

There was another experience involving an unwanted passenger one 
night in Northern Ireland.  In pouring rain I had been tasked at short 
notice to pick up someone from a post near the border in South 
Armagh.  On landing I saw, through the darkness and the driving rain, 
two Royal Ulster Constabulary Officers supporting a slumped figure: 
obviously a wounded soldier or policeman needing evacuation.   
 
                   >>>> 
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A new Village Hall for Thornbury 

 
The Parish Council has had several working group meetings recently to progress the plan for 
Thornbury to have a new hall.  We will advise you when there is definite news concerning 
the planning applications or other action to be 
taken.  You will see from the minutes of the Parish 
Council meeting that with the closure of the Chapel, 
we now lack a Polling Station, and this is an obvious 
function for a new hall, as well as community-based 
activities of all sorts.   
 
Thank you all for your continuing support. 
       
Keith Hutchings, Chair, Thornbury PC 

Defibrillator for Thornbury 

We are pleased to advise that Thornbury Parish Council  has now 
given the go ahead for placing a defibrillator at Woodacott, on 
the Thornbury Holiday Park car park. Once installed, a training 
session will be held to ensure that there are enough trained users 
at hand in case of an emergency.  If you haven’t already signed 
up, please let us know, at  tatler@thornburyhamlets.com, and 
we will add your name to the list.  If you already have training in 
CPR and the use of a defibrillator (maybe at work) and you have NOT already 
contacted us, please do so. The more trained first aiders we have on the list, the 
safer we will all be! 

The rear doors of the helicopter were opened and the individual was thrown in.  Looking 
round before taking off I saw that he was slumped in a seat – looking in very poor shape.   
As we got airborne I detected a strong smell which I had experienced before – when on a 
tour of the Bushmills distillery.   The individual in the back then started shouting at me, but 
the engine noise drowned out his words.  Fifteen minutes later I landed at the main base in 
South Armagh where four soldiers leapt out of the darkness, opened the rear doors and 
dragged out the, by now, wild and raving passenger. 

I closed down the engine and, still with the smell of the Bushmills distillery wafting about, 
went into the operations room where I learned that I had just spent fifteen minutes flying 
alone with a known IRA terrorist.  He had been arrested shortly before – wholly drunk – in a 
bar in Crossmaglen, and he had been unescorted and unrestrained in the back of the air-
craft!   My comments about those who had arrested him remain classified.    Roger Lawes. 
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Thatching: a rural craft that is alive and well in Thornbury     
 
Before moving to Thornbury, we lived in Leicestershire and had owned two thatched cottages, so when we moved to Devon I was v
in the two counties.  The most notable difference is the ridge.  Typically, in Leicestershire the ridges are what is known as
or patterned edge (below left)  Devon tends to have Flush Ridges which have a smooth transition to the main thatch and are al
we had our ridges redone so I was lucky to be able to watch and take pictures. I was therefore delighted when a spate of that
redone at the Old Manor Inn and again take some photos.   

Thatching materials: Thatched roofs in England are usually water reed, wheat 
reed or long straw with water reed being the most durable and what was used on 
our previous house as well as the Old Manor Inn.  The reed is built up from the 
eaves with each course overlapping until the apex is reached. The reed face is 
dressed into position with a ‘leggett’, a metal paddle with indentations on its   
surface.  Base thatches, sometimes called layers or coats, usually remain           
untouched during re-thatching, unless the roof is in really poor condition; as a 
consequence, some of this surviving material can date back to medieval times.

After the apex is reached the roof must be ridged.  There are two methods of
ridging, Butts Up Ridging and Wrap Over Ridging, which determine how the very 
top section of a ridge is covered. There are then two ways of finishing the bottom 
edge of the ridge; Block Finish and Flush Finish. The names are very descriptive so 
that our ridge in Leicestershire was a Wrap Over Block Finish Ridge, Devon usually   

      uses Butts Up Flush Finish Ridges.  The photos illustrate the differences quite clearly.  

For a Wrap Over Ridge, once the extra layers of ridging material, in this case wheat straw for flexibility, are in place and 
with a very sharp knife or shears.  It can be straight or ornamental and the latter is done by eye without using a pattern or

For a Butts Up Ridge, only combed wheat reed is suitable for this method as it needs the stiffness to work effectively. The t
them with the bottom upwards above the ridge roll. This wheat reed is held temporarily, until a section can be tapped level a
will fit.  The ridge is then sparred down and trimmed smoothly on to the top of the main coat. 

Thatch Ornaments: Anyone passing the Old Manor Inn will have seen the Thatch Ornaments on the top and we had one too.  Many theories exist as t
past, including to "ward off evil spirits" and also to "let other tradesman know that the thatcher had a particular problem g
hard evidence to back up these stories! In previous centuries, hayricks and straw stacks were thatched, and decorated with ri
a crown. Possible reasons for their use include to show who the stack belonged to, or to show who had thatched it. 

Straw ornaments on the thatch of houses have been recorded as 
far back as 1689, but the skill of the thatcher has moved with the 
times, and hens, pigs, dragons and many others can now be seen, 
although the traditional pheasants and foxes still remain firm fa-
vourites. We had a fox and the Old Manor Inn has a brace of 
pheasants. For more information see www.thatchinginfo.com or 
www.thatchadvicecentre.co.uk. 

The thatchers at the Old Manor Inn and other premises around the 
village are Christopher Robinson and his son Alex from 
Kilkhampton.  robinsonthatchers@icloud.com  01288 321392

Wrap Over Block Finish in preparation 
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             Meg Galley-Taylor 

Before moving to Thornbury, we lived in Leicestershire and had owned two thatched cottages, so when we moved to Devon I was very interested to note the differences between thatching styles 
in the two counties.  The most notable difference is the ridge.  Typically, in Leicestershire the ridges are what is known as Block Ridges which are decorated with spars and cut into either a straight 
or patterned edge (below left)  Devon tends to have Flush Ridges which have a smooth transition to the main thatch and are also usually decorated with a spar pattern (below right). Before we left 
we had our ridges redone so I was lucky to be able to watch and take pictures. I was therefore delighted when a spate of thatching started in this village, so I was able to watch a whole roof being 

Thatched roofs in England are usually water reed, wheat 
reed or long straw with water reed being the most durable and what was used on 
our previous house as well as the Old Manor Inn.  The reed is built up from the 
eaves with each course overlapping until the apex is reached. The reed face is 

a metal paddle with indentations on its   
surface.  Base thatches, sometimes called layers or coats, usually remain           

thatching, unless the roof is in really poor condition; as a 
consequence, some of this surviving material can date back to medieval times. 

After the apex is reached the roof must be ridged.  There are two methods of 
ridging, Butts Up Ridging and Wrap Over Ridging, which determine how the very 
top section of a ridge is covered. There are then two ways of finishing the bottom 
edge of the ridge; Block Finish and Flush Finish. The names are very descriptive so 
that our ridge in Leicestershire was a Wrap Over Block Finish Ridge, Devon usually   

uses Butts Up Flush Finish Ridges.  The photos illustrate the differences quite clearly.   

For a Wrap Over Ridge, once the extra layers of ridging material, in this case wheat straw for flexibility, are in place and the spar work has been completed, the block ridge is normally cut to shape, 
with a very sharp knife or shears.  It can be straight or ornamental and the latter is done by eye without using a pattern or template and is individual to each thatcher. 

For a Butts Up Ridge, only combed wheat reed is suitable for this method as it needs the stiffness to work effectively. The thatcher takes large handfuls of wheat reed, butts the ends level and lays 
them with the bottom upwards above the ridge roll. This wheat reed is held temporarily, until a section can be tapped level and a vertical face created against which the opposite side of the ridge 

Anyone passing the Old Manor Inn will have seen the Thatch Ornaments on the top and we had one too.  Many theories exist as to why they were placed on the roof in the 
past, including to "ward off evil spirits" and also to "let other tradesman know that the thatcher had a particular problem getting the money from the owners of the thatched house". There is no 
hard evidence to back up these stories! In previous centuries, hayricks and straw stacks were thatched, and decorated with rick ornaments which took various forms - a cockerel or a bird, a cross or 
a crown. Possible reasons for their use include to show who the stack belonged to, or to show who had thatched it.  

Straw ornaments on the thatch of houses have been recorded as 
far back as 1689, but the skill of the thatcher has moved with the 
times, and hens, pigs, dragons and many others can now be seen, 
although the traditional pheasants and foxes still remain firm fa-
vourites. We had a fox and the Old Manor Inn has a brace of 
pheasants. For more information see www.thatchinginfo.com or 

The thatchers at the Old Manor Inn and other premises around the 
village are Christopher Robinson and his son Alex from  
Kilkhampton.  robinsonthatchers@icloud.com  01288 321392 

Butts Up Flush Finish in preparation  
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Draft of Thornbury Parish Council Minutes for May 9th 2018, Woodacott Chapel,  8pm. 

Present: K. Hutchings, T. Jollow, T. Priest, C. Ward. Ms. G. Tabor, L. Priest, T.J. Priest.   
 J. Lee, L. Serra, P. Taylor, M. Galley-Taylor, P. Hackett.    

Apologies: S. Sanders 

Election of officers:  Keith Hutchings elected Chairman, proposer G.T. seconder L.P. Vice Chairman 
Gaye Tabor, proposer C.W. seconder T.P.  Clerk Thelma Priest, proposer L.P. seconder T.J.  

Minutes: Matters arising from the minutes. None. These had been sent to all councillors and taken as 
read. Chairman signed as a true record. 

Emma Tomkies. PCSO: Emma gave an update on the report of thefts and dog worrying in this area. 
She brought a ‘Selecta DNA’ pack which can be used to ‘mark’ and later in case of theft, identify many 
different items, cost £20 available from, Emma.TOMKIES@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.com.  
A question was raised as to whether if a Parish has a ‘Neighbourhood Watch’ scheme the residents 
could be entitled to a reduced insurance premium, she would be looking further into this. 
Comments were made on the amount of litter thrown away on the verges which seems to be 
increasing. If possible a PCSO would be attending our ‘Fun Day’. 

Public comments:  J. Lee stated that a disused well at Lower Woodacott could be a hazard as it had no 
cover, also some damage was being caused to the road where building works are taking place, clerk to 
notify the Highways and try to find the owner of the well. 

Councillor Hackett: He commented on the dwindling number of PCSO’s allocated to Devon and  
Cornwall, confirming that these officers were an integral part of the Police Force. Refuse collection 
would be changing in early June, residents had already been informed of these Road Show dates at 
neighbouring villages. The Local Plan is nearing Ratification. A ‘New Homes Bonus Scheme’ had been 
set up, he can be contacted for any help in this matter.  

Thornbury Parish Plan:  M.G.T.’s progress on splitting the two accounts is nearly complete.   
Suggestion had been raised whether T.P.C. should have a Neighbourhood Plan, G.T would be 
obtaining further information on this. 

Big Lunch on June 3rd: plans all moving forward, and it was proposed by G.T. and seconded by T.P. 
that T.P.C. could contribute some funding if needed.  Raffle prizes would be welcome, councillors 
were urged to support this event.  

Thornbury’s Road Warden:  P. Taylor updated the excellent progress made filling in some of the 
Hamlet’s pot holes with many more having been surveyed and will be dealt with in due course.  £710 
has been allocated from DCC Highways Community Enhancement Fund for materials [Instarmac pot 
hole fillers], ’road work signs, hi-vis jackets and tools, £355 from Devon Communities Together, for 
flood defence & response equipment i.e. four road signs, four hi-vis jackets and fifty sandbags, he is 
looking into making another grant request to HCEF in the next quarter to apply for a ‘whacker plate’ 
for the parish.  T.P.C. has now been notified that the Lashbrook area repair work by Highways has 
been put on hold until funding becomes available, our Road Warden has made some improvements to 
make that area passable with caution.  

T.P.C.’s Emergency Plan, this has been updated by Paul and Meg, councillors would like to convey 
their thanks for all their time spent regarding this, it will be included in the next issue of the ‘Tatler’ as 
a separate A5 leaflet, giving advice on being prepared for emergencies with useful contact numbers, 
this is being paid for by the DCT grant money with no cost to T.P.C. or the Tatler. 
Cheque to be signed £478.65 to P. Taylor for his purchase of signs etc to use in his role of Road 
Warden in the Hamlets. 
 
Fun day July 21st: It has been suggested that local societies could be asked to attend, clerk has sug-
gested various ones and it was resolved that she would contact them. Also, the committee has agreed 
to divide the proceeds from this day between St. Peter’s Church, T.P.C. and towards purchasing a  
Defibrillator for Thornbury Hamlets.  
 
Polling Station venue for May elections 2019: Clerk and Philip Hackett had contacted Torridge 
suggesting that Windy Cross [by kind permission of Mr.& Mrs. L. Hughes] could be used, this 
‘portacabin’  etc would cost our council in the region of £3,000- £4,000, therefore it was resolved the  
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Message from District Councillor Philip Hackett 

Torridge District Council are introducing their new waste collection policy from June in a bid 
to increase recycling levels and reduce the amount going to landfill. The recycling collection 
will be enhanced to include most plastics (not black plastic) and this will be collected 
weekly. The non recyclables “black bag” waste will be collected fortnightly. New food waste 
caddies will be delivered to properties. Additionally fortnightly garden waste collection will 
be available to all Torridge residences at a cost of £35 per year. To register for this collection 
please register with TDC through their website. 

A brief update on the campaign to reopen the Holsworthy Hospital beds. For the last year 
the pressure has been kept on the Healthcare Trust through a stakeholder group started by 
myself along with two other District Councillors together with other interested parties 
including local doctors. The CGG has now required the trust to look again at reopening the 
beds. This is a positive step forwards, but the work needs to continue to achieve a positive 
outcome. 

I am also concerned with the proposed reduction in the number of PCSOs. Their work is 
invaluable in the community and our own PCSO, Emma Tomkies, has become the face of 
local policing in our ward. Without her work and intelligence gathering the regular 
constabulary would not be able to do their job safely. As Lead Member for Health and 
Wellbeing, I am campaigning to keep PCSOs in Torridge, which suffers from the policing 
challenges of rurality and sparsity. 

clerk would contact Torridge Elections Department to find the requirements needed for a polling 
station at Thornbury Holiday Park.  

Defibrillator purchase: Councillors had been sent an updated purchase price regarding one for 
Thornbury and it was proposed by L.P. and seconded by T.P. for the clerk to purchase a Heartsine 360 
P Automatic Defibrillator and a Rotaid Solid Plus Heat Wall Cabinet and that T.P.C. would provide 
funding for the small amount of shortfall funding needed, L.P. would be contacting an electrician to 
get quotes for installation.  

Correspondence for discussion: changes to the 2017-18 Audit for Local Councils, clerk had contacted 
Sarah Gay with all relevant information. 
The Governance Statement was discussed and approved as were the other relevant forms and J. Bond 
would be asked to be our Internal Auditor. Clerk would be verifying with S B A the section 2 
Accounting Statements whether in the ‘local councils only’ box applies to our Parish Council, or just 
Local Councils. Ethical Standards in Local Government, Jamie Hollis has yet to update councils as this 
procedure is still in draft form. 
TTVS; membership, at this present time it was resolved not to apply for membership. 
DALC; cheque to be signed £70.82. 
AOB: Precept first instalment had been credited to T.P.C.’s account. 
Letter from the Methodist Church was discussed, and it was resolved the clerk would reply stating that 
Thornbury would not be interested in purchasing Woodacott Chapel. 
T. Clark had written thanking the council for their donation of £50 towards a supplementary tree for 
that area, this has been planted and is growing well. 

Meeting closed at 9.30pm.  Next meeting will be on 8th August at 8pm at St. Peter’s Church. 
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Hand-shaped Neapolitan pizza with a range 
of tasty toppings including our own 

home-reared pork and home-grown veg. 

Find us locally at Thornbury Holiday Park 
every Thursday from 14 June to 30 August, 

7pm-9pm 

Having a party or a function? 
Let us bake for you – delicious pizza, happy 

guests and no washing up!  

Contact Alex on 07967 000396 
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Stained and Fused Glass Gifts and Jewellery 

Brooches, cufflinks, pendants and earrings 

Inter-twined initials for weddings and anniversaries 

Handmade to order in Thornbury in colours of your choice 

Call Meg on 261804 or email meg@taylor.it 
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Sarah’s birthday party at 

Thornbury Holiday Park -  

why not hold yours there too ?! 
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 EVELYN   
SHARMAN  

 
 

Professional Driving Tuition 
(DVSA ADI)  

 

Tel: 01409 259 848 (Holsworthy)  

Mobile: 07885 352 082  

evelyn.sharman@btinternet.com 
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Treating Adolescent & Adult Anxiety 

5/7 Sessions 

Please call 01409 261180 for more details 
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Holsworthy Pets & Garden Supplies 
 

4 Victoria Square 
Holsworthy 

07760 104031 
Contact: Dan Baseley 
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Copy Deadline: Please send all information, 
events, announcements and articles for the 
Autumn edition of the Tatler to the Editor 
by 15th August at the latest. 
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  Emergency Plan Contact Numbers: 
    
   Chris Ward  S. Wonford - centre    261459  07867 540618 
   Tim Priest  S. Wonford - outlying areas   261673 
   Keith Hutchings Thornbury & outlying areas  261373  07788 140497 
   George Worth Lashbrook & Lopthorne                   281336  07966 486575 
   Trevor Jollow  Woodacott - centre    261291  07773 881110 
   Tony Gifford  Brendon & Forda    261374 
   Stephen Sanders Lower Woodacott     261626   07971  695091 
   Thelma Priest          Plan Coordinator                                240194   07779 461497 
   Steve Bond     Snow Warden   261123   07970 731044 
   Paul Taylor   Road Warden    261804   07584 720802 
 

   General Emergency Numbers: 
 

Police, Fire & Ambulance   Emergencies   999 
Police       Non-urgent     101 
Holsworthy Medical Centre   253692 
Devon Doctors (out of hours)   111 
Stratton Hospital—enquiries  01288 320100 

     Stratton Hospital—MIMI   01288 320101 
A&E— Bideford/Barnstaple   01271 322577 
South West Water (leaks)  0800 2300561 
Gas Emergencies      0800 111999 
Electricity Emergencies    0800 4085500 
Power cuts (Western Power)  0800 6783105 
N.H.S. Direct     111 
Torridge District Council    01237 428700 
D.C.C. Highways     01392 383329 
Environment -S.W. Agency   08708 506506 
Samaritans     08457 909090 
Victim Support     0845 3030900 
 
Your local Police are: 
  Rural Beat Manager: PC 16867 Dominic Plumb 

       Your local PCSO is 30538 Emma Tomkies  
  Email: 101@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk 

 
Thornbury Parish Councillors: 
Chair: Keith Hutchings     Vice Chair:  Gaye Tabor 
Trevor Jollow, Tim Priest, Chris Ward, Stephen Sanders, Liz Priest 
Parish Clerk: Thelma Priest 01409 240194 

 

     Get more local information online at www.thornburyhamlets.com 
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