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Welcome to the Spring Thornbury Tatler ! 

 
In this latest edition we report on an increased level of activity in the Hamlets, including our 
first Big Lunch on June 3rd.  Please come along and support all the efforts.  There is also the 
sad news of the closure of Woodacott Chapel and the death of Dorothy Chandler who 
served the church so well over many years.  Our good wishes go out to her husband Mike. 

However, we are also looking towards Spring with the first article from David Manifold, a 
volunteer warden at Dunsland which is a forgotten gem set in the rolling countryside near 
Brandis Corner. This National Trust estate used to be home to a grand stone-built mansion 
(see our front cover) before a terrible fire completely destroyed it 50 years ago. It is now a 
beautiful and intriguing place to visit where you can stumble across decorative building 
stones, a coach house, fish ponds and other features of a bygone era that still remain hidden 
by foliage.   

You can also read about a helicopter rescue, as well as how one resident is tackling a very 
large mountain in support of the Devon Air Ambulance.  If other residents have stories they 
would like to share, then please do get in touch. 

We’d also like to welcome our new advertisers: Green Horse Equitation (Lisa Pinno), ASAP 
Home & Garden Maintenance (Paul Smallridge), ‘Pre Loved and Pretty’ (Vanessa Smallridge), 
Shed Anxiety (Samantha Robins) and Alex’s Wood-Fired Pizza.  We are very grateful to all 
our advertisers as they allow us to deliver the magazine free to all households. 

Meg Galley-Taylor, Editor.          Call 261804, or email to: tatler@thornburyhamlets.com 

Forthcoming Events in and around Thornbury Hamlets: 
 
16th March : Easter Bingo at Bradford Hall, 7.17 for 8pm, Many prizes! 
17th March: St Patrick’s Day @ Thornbury Holiday Park from 7.30pm. An evening of 
Irish songs performed by Viv Robertson. Irish stew is also on the menu.  
31st March: Alex’s Wood-Fired Pizza @ THP Thornbury Holiday Park,  7pm onwards  
9th May: Parish Council Meeting at 8pm at St. Peter’s Church,  all welcome  
27th May : Clovelly Seaweed Festival !  See www.clovelly.co.uk 
3rd June: The Big Lunch @ THP, timing TBA. Thornbury Holiday Park will host The Big 
Lunch, Britain’s largest community get-together (see page 10) 
14th June to  30th August: Pizza Nights every Thursday at Thornbury Holiday Park 
17th June: Cider and Pasty Walk, location and timing TBA 
21st July : Thornbury Fun Day and Dog Show, details TBA. Stallholders needed—if you 
have something to sell, contact the Tatler for more details. 
30th July : Woolsery Agricultural Show  
8th August: Parish Council Meeting at 8pm at St. Peter’s Church,  all welcome  
23rd August : Holsworthy and Stratton Agricultural Show 

Watch the ‘Thornbury Tatler’ Facebook page for details of further events in the 
Hamlets and at Thornbury Holiday Park, such as themed food nights and music. 
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Woodacott Chapel   

You are probably aware that the Methodist Chapel at Woodacott closed at the end of 
February (see p4). This was not an easy decision for the members to take and it reflects the 
increased cost of keeping such buildings open. When asked about the future of the building, 
Martin Keenan, the superintendent minister for the Bude and Holsworthy Circuit, stated 
that as the church is closing that means it will no longer be a place of worship, but the 
graveyard will remain as such.  As for the future of the building, that will have to be a 
decision that is made in the long term, rather than the short term but he cannot imagine it 
being used as a residence. The building will be closed, which means that it can no longer be 
used for meetings which does require an alternative meeting place for the Parish Council as 
well as for a Polling Station. 

The chapel was built in 1891 as the new Wesleyan Chapel on the opposite side of the Green 
from the original chapel, which became the Sunday School. It is said that the stones to build 
it came from Lopthorne Quarry on George Priest’s land and were brought there by local 
farmers using their own horses and carts. It is likely that is was built by John and Albert 
Heard from Bradford who were stone masons and the foundation stones in the walls 
commemorate residents who contributed financially to the cost of the building. The new 
Chapel was officially opened on October 24th 1891 by the Reverend J Rodwell of 
Launceston and has therefore been in use for over 125 years. 

A very rare fungus was sighted in Thornbury 
just before Christmas and raised quite a lot 
of interest as it looked very much like Father 
Christmas’s Beard! Its scientific name is 
Hericium erinaceus but its more common 
names include hedgehog fungus and lion’s 
mane fungus and it’s thought to be only the 
second sighting of it in Devon, and only the 
215th time it has been recorded in the UK 
since 1923. It’s on the UK Biodiversity Action 
Plan and was reported to the Devon Wildlife 
Trust and appeared in the local press. 

In Memoriam: 

Dorothy Jean Chandler 1940 – 2018 

As many of you will know, Dorothy Chandler 
died on 3rd January this year and a 
celebration of her life was held in St. Peter’s 
on 23rd January. She and Mike were well 
known for their tireless work for the church 
during the difficult times at the beginning of 
the new Millennium. Dorothy has taken 
numerous evening services and Mike has 
been Churchwarden since that time. They 
moved from Lower Lopthorne Farm to 
Pyworthy many years ago but continued to 
support Thornbury’s church. Dorothy was 
also one of the team of flower arrangers, 
helping to keep the church looking 
beautiful.  Our own experience of them was 
that when we first arrived in Thornbury, 
they welcomed us warmly and introduced 
us to other members of the church, both 
here and in Black Torrington.  We will all 
miss her warm smile and lovely personality. 
 
         David Whitehead, Churchwarden 
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Church Services at St. Peter’s : 
 
4th March     11.00 am, Morning Prayer 
8th March     8.15 am Morning Prayer 8.30 am Silent Prayer.  
10th March     10 am, Benefice Saturday Church, followed by Holy Communion. 
   For Mothering Sunday. At Bradford Village Hall 
25th March  11.00 am, Palm Sunday Holy Communion 
27th March  6.00 pm, Holy Communion 
30th March  12.00 noon, Good Friday Service 
7th April  7.00 pm, Compline 
12th April  8.15 am, Morning Prayer    8.30 am, Silent Prayer 
14th April  10 am, Benefice Saturday Church, followed by Holy Communion. 
   At Bradford Village Hall 
22nd April  9.30 am, Holy Communion 
5th May  7.00 pm, Compline 
6th May  4.00 pm, Rogation Service at The Barton, Thornbury. Farm of  
   Keith & Lins Hutchings. Bring and Share Tea 
10th May  Ascension Day: 8.15 am, Morning Prayer   8.30 am,  
   Silent Prayer, 9.00 am,  Holy Communion 
12th May  10 am, Benefice Saturday Church, followed by Holy Communion. 
   At Bradford Village Hall 
 
See also the notice boards by the church gates. Download the full listing of all 
services across the Benefice, at  www.thornburyhamlets.com/church-chapel/ 

Halses Cross Cottage, 
Thornbury, 

EX22 7DG 

30th January 2018 

Dear friends, 

It is with regret that after much discussion, the members of Woodacott Methodist 
Church have decided to close Woodacott Church at the end of February 2018. 

We would like to take this opportunity of thanking you for all your support and help 
you have given us. 

Yours sincerely,  Iris Fry 

Treasurer (on behalf of Woodacott Members) 
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 St. Peter’s Church Update 

By now, most of you will know that the Woodacott Methodist Chapel closed at the end of 
February. Our own church is due to undergo changes too. Kathy Roberts is due to retire at 
Easter 2019 and will sadly not be replaced. But we must look forward and find a way to 
cope. There is a working group looking at the situation and we have been invited to send a 
Benefice representative (or two) to thrash out the way forward. 

In early December Bishop Sarah of Crediton took the Confirmation service in our little 
church before moving on to loftier things (See Kathy Roberts’s article). It was a pleasure and 
a privilege to welcome her. Thornbury may be a small, unassuming village but Sue and I 
have found it has a big heart and we are sure this was transmitted to Sarah during her visit. 

It was our turn to hold the Christingle service, which included presenting the prizes to the 
children’s Christmas card colouring-in competition (see p7).  Just as at the Confirmation 
service we had over fifty people in the congregation. It was a wonderful event with candles 
everywhere in the church, lighting it up beautifully.  Our traditional Carol service was yet 
another 50+ congregation and I thank all who came along to make it so enjoyable. 

Some of the more eagle-eyed of you may have 
noticed that we have new altar frontals. These 
were made by our organist, Morag Lobley and we 
are extremely grateful for her beautiful handiwork. 
You may not be aware but different times of the 
church calendar require different colours.  
Currently we are in Lent which uses purple as does 
Advent, so our frontal combines elements from 
both seasons. The white cross represents Jesus, 
the Light of the World, taking centre place among 
mauve and rose parallels, representing the four 
candles of Advent. There are five ‘arrow heads’, 
representing the nails and the spear from Good 
Friday. The dark green elements represent the 
thorns in the ‘crown of thorns’ worn by Jesus. As 
you can see, there is a lot of symbolism and much 
thought and work has gone into these altar cloths 
so please visit the Church to see them.   
Easter is our most important time of the year.  
Please consider the reasons we have Easter when 
you are searching for your chocolate eggs or better 
still, eating them!  Have a joyous time.  
 

 
David Whitehead, Churchwarden & Treasurer, St. Peter’s, Thornbury. Tel. 01409 261777    
Email: dgswhitehead@gmail.com , Facebook on the Tatler page, or message me. 
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 A message from Revd. Preb. Kathy Roberts 

 
Just after the confirmation service at St Peter’s last year, with Bishop Sarah, came the 
announcement that she was to become the Bishop of London. As David Whitehead 
pointed out, ‘First Thornbury, next London’!  

I was in conversation with some women clergy recently and one said that when the 
announcement of Bishop Sarah’s appointment was made her response was that this was 
the most affirming day for women in ministry in the Church of England! Our congratulations 
to Bishop Sarah! She has been Bishop of Crediton since September 2015 when she was 
consecrated by Archbishop Justin Welby in Canterbury Cathedral. There have been many 
notable firsts for her in the Exeter Diocese: first woman bishop in our diocese; first woman 
bishop in the Church of England to ordain people to the priesthood – two women at Ottery 
St Mary; and now first woman bishop of London. 

2017 was also significant for other women: 

The #MeToo Campaign giving a voice to the many women who have faced sexual abuse and 
harassment gained momentum.  

Disparities in pay between men and women highlighted on the BBC was taken up as an 
ongoing issue in the national press and on social media. 

People might wonder what all this has to do with us in remote Devon, but the truth is, as 
someone pointed out, what happens in London tends to ripple outwards.  

The Church has recognised the scandal of ignored issues of abuse over the years and is 
seeking to rigorously address this, as well as establishing systems to prevent further harm 
to individuals, male or female, the vulnerable and children. Members of PCCs are 
undertaking basic training in safeguarding, whilst Church Wardens, Tower Captains and all 
involved in working with children and vulnerable people are required to have more 
advanced training, as are all clergy.  

All this points to the fundamental issue of respect – and indeed, care - for one another. If 
you observe what could be a problem in terms of safeguarding, phone numbers are 
prominently displayed on the notice boards at St Peter’s and all the benefice churches.  
Don’t hesitate to call anyone listed on those numbers for advice about what to do next, 
even if the issue appears to be ‘insignificant’. 

Women are not better than men. Men are not better than women. We are humans, equal 
in every respect so let’s recognise that in the way we treat one another, the way we speak 
to one another – and the way we speak about one another. The more we do that, even in 
our remote part of Devon, the more we will influence others – and maybe the ripple effect 
will be reversed and finally reach London! And then quite possibly, we could avoid another 
President’s Club scandal!   

 
Kathy 
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The winners of the children’s Christmas card colouring-in competition, who received their 

prizes at the Christingle Service held at St. Peter’s Church. 

Inter Parish Footpath Walks—Dates for 2018 

Monday 12th March – Halwill. Meet by Halwill Parish Church (Note: NOT Halwill Junction)  
Monday 9th April – Pyworthy. Meet at Crinacott Farm 
Monday 14th May - Milton Damerel. Meet at Milton Damerel Parish Hall. 
Monday 11th June – Bradworthy. Meet in Bradworthy Square 
Monday 9th July – Holsworthy Hamlets. Meet at East Vognacott near Chilsworthy   
Monday 13th August – Pancrasweek. Meet in Lower Tamar Lake car park. We will walk 
alongside the Bude Aqueduct to Vealand nature reserve. This is quite a long walk so please 
bring a snack lunch. 
Monday 10th September – Clawton. Meet at Village Hall 
Monday 8th October – Bradworthy. Meet in Bradworthy Square 
Monday 12th November – Pyworthy. Meet at Village Hall 

NB: All walks start at 10.00am and have a walk leader who may decide, if conditions are not 
suitable, to change the venue and/or route. These walks are intended to check on the state 
of Parish footpaths and will be walked at a casual pace. These walks can be wet and muddy 
so suitable footwear/clothing is advised and great care needs to be taken especially when it 
is slippery underfoot. Parking can be limited so please share transport where possible.  
 
Everyone is most welcome to come along. If you need any more information, please ring 
Evelyn Sharman on 01409 259 848    
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Restoration Project for The Johns Tomb at St. Peter’s Church: Update 
 
Since the last Tatler, I am pleased to report that we have been granted £3000 of the £6000 
that we need to restore the tomb, a listed monument.  This grant is from Church Care who 
also supplied most of the funding for the Conservation Report.  I have now applied to a 
couple of charities to obtain the balance, so it is fingers crossed that we are successful again. 

In the meantime, I would love to identify any descendants of Elizabeth.  The only child to 
survive was John (baptised Thornbury 9th April 1695) and he married Mary Jeffery from 
Bradford on 4 Sep 1718 and they had 6 daughters between 1719 and 1731 although the last 
one Grace died aged 5 months.  So far, I have found no marriages for any of these girls so 
tracing family down through the generations is difficult. 

After Elizabeth died, her husband also called John, seems to have married again to Philippa 
Maynard on 28 Feb 1703 also in Thornbury.  They had a number of children between 1704 
and 1713.  John Johns, was buried in Thornbury 6 Aug 1734 but there is no sign of a head-
stone.  A copy of Elizabeth’s family tree is reproduced below: 

Looking at the earliest available census in 1841 there is only one family of Johns in the 
hamlets and they are Samuel (1791) and Hannah (1801) and their 3 children living in 
Lashbrook.  However, tracing their marriage and baptisms back through time indicates that 
this family originated from West Putford and were unconnected with the Thornbury Johns 
family. If you are related to Elizabeth and John Johns, it would be good to hear from you so 
that at the unveiling of the restored tomb some family could be present for the ceremony. 
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Inter Parish Walk in Thornbury on 12th February 

Our first walk of the year was from the Old School in Thornbury. Despite the cold weather 
28 people, sporting hats, scarves and gloves turned up as well as Meg Galley-Taylor who 
was there to tell people a little about the area as we walked around a two-and-a-half-mile 
loop. Because of the wet weather I had decided to confine our walk to the lanes and just 
inspect the footpath entrances as we passed them.  

From the old School, we went to Windy Cross and then turned right to Branches Cross and 
then on to Cranapool Cross and then turned right again along Thorn Lane. By this stage the 
sun had come out, but it was still icy underfoot.  By Thornbury Manor we saw the new tree 
that has been planted to replace the one that was damaged and had to be cut down.  It 
must have been a mammoth task to remove the stump and roots.  

We then walked down the steep hill and up to the Church and Meg was also able to tell us 
about the history of some of the gravestones in the churchyard.  From the Church, it was 
only a short stroll back to the cars. I think everybody enjoyed the walk. It was good to get 
some fresh air and exercise as well enjoy good company on a Monday morning.  

 
Our next walk is on Monday 12th 
March. We will set off from Halwill 
Church (NOT Halwill Junction) at 
10am. For more information, you 
are welcome to ring me. 

Evelyn Sharman  
01409 259 848   

 

<< Members of the group at the 
       Johns Tomb at the Church 
       (see article opposite) 
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The Big Lunch is the UK's annual get-together for neighbours, celebrating 
community and togetherness over food, friendship and fun.  Since its 

inception in 2009 participation in The Big Lunch has grown year on year 
from 750,000 to over 9 million people sitting down with their neighbours to 

eat lunch together in 2017.  That’s 14% of the population! 

The ambition from the start was to create a moment which would eventually 
be owned by everyone - a 'Thanksgiving Day for neighbours'.  Behind the 

cupcakes and the bunting there is a movement that is building social capital 
on a mass scale. Independent research carried out annually shows that: 

88% of Big Lunch organisers held it to encourage a sense of community 
47% of organisers report feeling less isolated because of their event 

91% felt their Big Lunch brought different generations together 

 

2018 is the year we are going to do a Big Lunch ! 

 

It will take place at Thornbury Holiday Park on Sunday June 3rd 

 
We are just starting to think about the details.  If you would like to be involved, 
then please come forward to help make it an event for the whole community.   

Meg Galley-Taylor   261804 or meg@taylor.it 
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Thornbury Road Warden Report 

I have requested a grant from the Highway Maintenance Community 
Enhancement Fund (HMCEF) for pothole filling material, PPE for two 
volunteers and a couple of “road works ahead” signs – I have had an 
acknowledgement, saying this will be assessed in March. Once we have 
some materials to hand, I will try to recruit some volunteers for minor works. I will also try 
to get some funding to repair damaged or replace missing signposts around the parish.       

Flooding by the Old Hall:   This has been reported several times, the latest response is: 
“Devon County Council are aware of the current flooding problems at this location. The 
Neighbourhood Highway Officer has added this location to the winter ditching programme. 
This should hopefully resolve the flooding problem.”    We shall see…... 

Lashbrook road:  The road from Ley Cross to High Park is in the 2017-18 list for action on 
resurfacing. I have followed up again and we are told it will be done in April or May 2018.   
Keep reporting any problems on the DCC website.                                   Paul Taylor, 261804 

Broadband Update 

The project to connect fibre 
optic broadband is now at 
the point where a few 
remaining properties are still 
trying to connect, but most 
who want it (in the area 
covered) are now connected.  
 
The Phase 2 project, which is 
to be rolled out by “Airband” 
with a wireless solution, has 
now announced the likely 
coverage—see this map. The 
blue dots indicate properties 
that MAY be able to connect.  
 
If you are interested, visit the 
Airband web site at:  
www.airband.co.uk/connecting-devon-and-somerset/  and register your interest. It MAY 
mean you can get a faster connection, but 4G mobile (with a dish on your house) remains 
the best option for those not on the fibre optic broadband route. 
 
This will be my last broadband update: I hope we have helped you get connected ! 
Paul Taylor, 261804
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Helicopter Tales : Casualty Evacuation (CASEVAC) 

The western part of Northern Ireland is not short of bogs: in particular along the border 
with Eire.  It was in just such an area that I was flying in support of a ground patrol when 
said patrol reported that they had found a ram stuck fast in a swamp.  Attempts to get to it 
and coax it out had failed – but perhaps we could do something with the helicopter?  It is a 
fact that people, in general, endow helicopters with magical powers – presuming that they 
are capable of anything - perhaps, in this instance, it could rescue a sheep?   

A plan was devised whereby a volunteer (a Royal Ulster Constabulary constable) would lie in 
a stretcher which was fitted to the side of the helicopter, and he would pull the animal free. 
(I rather favoured the use of a rope, however, this item was not immediately available.)   
After a quick rehearsal the constable lay down in the stretcher and I hovered over to the 
ram.  So far, all had gone according to plan and I saw the constable seize a horn in each 
hand. He nodded to me (as previously agreed) to indicate that he was ready for the difficult 
bit, and so I began to hover backwards.  It became obvious to me immediately that the rope 
idea would have been better – as the ram was well and truly stuck.  Unfortunately, the 
same revelation did not visit the constable who continued to hold onto the horns as I con-
tinued to reverse.  At this point I looked to the side to make sure that I did not hover into a 
nearby tree trunk.  On looking back to the constable it was just in time to see him, still hold-
ing on to the ram, slide out of the stretcher and fall flat on his face in the bog.  It is not a 
good idea to fly a helicopter a foot or so above the ground whilst being convulsed with 
laughter, however, by a miracle, I retained control and then manoeuvred to allow the con-
stable – covered in mud – to get back into the stretcher.  Oddly, he too was laughing.  >> 
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>> With no possibility of getting a rope, and with the ram in severe distress, the humane 
solution was to shoot it.  The problem was that this would mean that someone would have 
to account for the expenditure of a round of ammunition, but, more significantly, he would 
have to clean his rifle afterwards.  Army logic being what it is the most junior member of the 
patrol was given the job.  He did manage to do the deed but with difficulty: it is one thing to 
shoot at man-shaped targets on the range, and indeed, to shoot at the odd human being 
(luckily, few soldiers are called upon to do so) - but a defenceless old ram!!   

But there is a serious side to CASEVAC - as I found several years after this incident.  Whilst in 
Belize I flew a pregnant Mayan Indian woman who was badly haemorrhaging to hospital.  It 
was at night, and not without difficulty (but that’s another story).  The following day we 
were asked the name of the pilot who flew the mission; the woman wanted to give the 
name to her new-born son.  To this day I often wonder how a young Mayan called Roger, 
wandering around the jungles of Central America, explains how he got his unusual name.      

Roger Lawes 

A new Village Hall for Thornbury 

 
The Parish Council continues to work with our advisors to determine the best approach to 
moving forward with our goal of providing a venue in the village for the people of Thornbury 
to meet and foster community spirit. We will advise you when there is definite news 
concerning the planning applications or other action to be taken.  Can I again express the 
Parish Council’s gratitude to all the parishioners who have shown support for our efforts to 
build a new village hall. The closure of the Chapel adds weight to our argument for a 
new community space in Thornbury. We know that we have the support of the majority of 
the parishioners and the offers of help both verbal and written has been much appreciated. 
       
Keith Hutchings, Chair, Thornbury PC 

Defibrillator for Thornbury 

We are pleased to advise that Thornbury Parish Council  has been 
awarded grants towards the cost of placing a defibrillator at Woodacott.  
Quotes are being sought and it is hoped that this will be in place soon 
on the Thornbury Holiday Park car park. Once installed, a training 
session will be held to ensure that there are enough trained users at 
hand in case of an emergency.  If you would like to be trained, please let 
us know, at  tatler@thornburyhamlets.com, and we will add your name 
to the list.  
If you already have training in CPR and the use of a defibrillator (maybe at work) and you 
have NOT already contacted us, please do so. The more trained first aiders we have on the 
list, the safer we will all be! 
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Volunteering at Dunsland 

A few years ago, I heard through our local Brandis Corner Wildlife Group that the National Trust were looking for a regular volunteer for 

Dunsland, my nearest N.T. property. They were basically looking for a local person and as my wife Jill and I walk in the park

regular basis anyway, I thought that this would be a great opportunity to get involved in helping to maintain this wonderful 

So, in due course, I was invited to the Brownsham Ranger base, which lies between Hartland and Clovelly, for my induction.  A

welcomed in and shown around, I was given a run-down of what my duties at Dunsland would be, this included walking the grounds o

regular basis, (not a great hardship), checking the stock fences and gates and keeping eye on the coach house and the site ge

after a storm, checking the trees for any damage and reporting back on any problems that might arise at any time.

I was given a wealth of information about the Trust, the importance of its volunteers and a list of who

management team. On the subject of volunteers, did you know that in any one year, there are about 70.000 volunteers working f

National Trust nationally, amazing. Brownsham has three full time Rangers, and usually there are two full time volunteers, wh

students who wish to enhance their environmental studies or get some practical experience that will stand them in good stead 

Brownsham Rangers, Gregg Wilson, who, like me, hails from South Cheshire, and four years on, we have become good friends. The

the site and listen patiently to any concerns that I might have. This I find very gratifying, and to my mind, shows how the T

property, meeting the visitors, asking what they like or dislike about the site and generally, getting to know their patch an

The history of Dunsland is quite well documented, being first mentioned in the Domesday Book in 1068. The first recorded occu

sword by a man called Cadio who had been given the manor by one Count Baldwin or “Baldwin the Sheriff

Normandy, perhaps he financed William’s invasion or provided some of the troops etc. After the dust had settled, William the Conqueror gave Baldwin at least 176, p

manors of which Dunsland was one, Baldwin then gave the manor to Cadio, perhaps he too was a favoured Lieutenant. I will retu

Present day Dunsland is a quiet peaceful place of some 92 acres, a SSSI site for its invertebrates and lichens, it is part pa

does the old kitchen garden wall, part stone, part cob. There are some ancient chestnut trees, said to be seven hundred years

been reclaimed by nature.  Where the house once stood, there is a simple bronze plaque giving the visitor the bare bones of t

into a few words, and nearer to the coach house, a diorama (below right) shows a little more information. Think what a wonder

historical interest, for tourism and education or just for the pride in having such a

wonderful property on our doorstep.  As spring approaches and drives away the winter 

blues, a walk up the hill at Dunsland is well rewarded by the carpets of snowdrops, hiding 

on the edge of the woodland, bravely leading the way for the other early blooms. Soon to 

follow will be the celandine and the daffodil and a little later, the wood anemone mixing 

with the bluebells and that will surely herald the onset of spring in all its glory.

If you see me at Dunsland, come and say hello, but in any case, enjoy your walk ! 

Dave Manifold, Dunsland Community Volunteer Ranger.

Read more about Dunsland at:  www.nationaltrust.org.uk/dunsland
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National Trust were looking for a regular volunteer for 

Dunsland, my nearest N.T. property. They were basically looking for a local person and as my wife Jill and I walk in the park on a fairly 

regular basis anyway, I thought that this would be a great opportunity to get involved in helping to maintain this wonderful local asset. 

So, in due course, I was invited to the Brownsham Ranger base, which lies between Hartland and Clovelly, for my induction.  After being 

down of what my duties at Dunsland would be, this included walking the grounds on a 

regular basis, (not a great hardship), checking the stock fences and gates and keeping eye on the coach house and the site generally. Also, 

after a storm, checking the trees for any damage and reporting back on any problems that might arise at any time.  

I was given a wealth of information about the Trust, the importance of its volunteers and a list of who’s who on the North Devon 

management team. On the subject of volunteers, did you know that in any one year, there are about 70.000 volunteers working for the 

National Trust nationally, amazing. Brownsham has three full time Rangers, and usually there are two full time volunteers, who can use the accommodation provided, these are usually gap-year 

students who wish to enhance their environmental studies or get some practical experience that will stand them in good stead later on in their lives. I quickly struck up a rapport with one of the 

Brownsham Rangers, Gregg Wilson, who, like me, hails from South Cheshire, and four years on, we have become good friends. The Brownsham team often consult me on ideas that they have for 

the site and listen patiently to any concerns that I might have. This I find very gratifying, and to my mind, shows how the Trust values the input from their local volunteers who spend time on the 

property, meeting the visitors, asking what they like or dislike about the site and generally, getting to know their patch and how it’s perceived by the people who come through the gates. 

The history of Dunsland is quite well documented, being first mentioned in the Domesday Book in 1068. The first recorded occupant was a Saxon called Wulfric who was, legend has it, put to the 

Baldwin the Sheriff”. Baldwin must have been a very powerful man who came from the Calvados region of 

s invasion or provided some of the troops etc. After the dust had settled, William the Conqueror gave Baldwin at least 176, possibly 181 estates, houses or 

manors of which Dunsland was one, Baldwin then gave the manor to Cadio, perhaps he too was a favoured Lieutenant. I will return to Dunsland’s history in a future article. 

Present day Dunsland is a quiet peaceful place of some 92 acres, a SSSI site for its invertebrates and lichens, it is part pasture and mixed woodland. The old coach house and stables still stand, as 

does the old kitchen garden wall, part stone, part cob. There are some ancient chestnut trees, said to be seven hundred years old, and hidden away, the remains of the old walled garden which has 

been reclaimed by nature.  Where the house once stood, there is a simple bronze plaque giving the visitor the bare bones of the story of Dunsland, sadly, nearly 1000 years of history is condensed 

into a few words, and nearer to the coach house, a diorama (below right) shows a little more information. Think what a wonderful asset the house would have been to this area in terms of its 

historical interest, for tourism and education or just for the pride in having such a 

wonderful property on our doorstep.  As spring approaches and drives away the winter 

blues, a walk up the hill at Dunsland is well rewarded by the carpets of snowdrops, hiding 

on the edge of the woodland, bravely leading the way for the other early blooms. Soon to 

follow will be the celandine and the daffodil and a little later, the wood anemone mixing 

with the bluebells and that will surely herald the onset of spring in all its glory. 

If you see me at Dunsland, come and say hello, but in any case, enjoy your walk !  

Dunsland Community Volunteer Ranger. 

www.nationaltrust.org.uk/dunsland 
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Draft of Thornbury Parish Council Minutes for Feb 14th 2018, Woodacott Chapel,  7.30pm. 

Present: K. Hutchings, T. Priest, S. Sanders. Ms. L. Priest, G. Tabor, T.J. Priest.   
M. Galley-Taylor, L. Serra   Apologies: C. Ward, T. Jollow. 

Minutes: These had been sent to all councillors and taken as read. Chairman signed as a true record. 
Matters arising from minutes:  None 

Erection of Brendon notice board sign: L. Serra had contacted D. Millman and have agreed a suitable 
site, Paul Avenell is going to erect it.  It was resolved that T.P.C. would purchase another version in the 
future for the South Wonford area. 

Planning matters:  Lake Parks Barn [1/1031/2017/AGMB] has been approved.  1/0128/2017/FUL, 
Higher Way Appeal: Councillors have not amended their previous reply stating it had no objection. 

Thornbury Fun Day: will be on July 21st 2018  

Correspondence for discussion: Thornbury Tatler: separate bank account, this was discussed and M. 
Galley-Taylor to contact T.P. Plan officers to progress further. 
Holsworthy Rural Community Transport: Clerk to reply at this present time no funding would be 
available.  Northern Devon Healthcare: update N.D.D. Hospital, email dated 8.1.2018 read out. 
Holsworthy Rural PCSO: enquiry for council meeting dates: Clerk to send the dates of further 
meetings and councillors would like to receive Rural Policing updates. 
Torridge Community Governance Review to discuss; no comments. 
Torridge D.C. Community Grant Scheme: [When Defibrillator is to be sited clerk to contact Patrick 
Stark] 
Lashbrook Cross repairs progress report: clerk to relay to Steve Brockman the concerns raised again 
at the state of this area. Flooding along church road; email dated 4.12.2017 from P. Taylor read out. 

War Memorial :  [£250 from Balsdon Trust] Clerk to write to the Balsdon Trust to ask if they would be 
agreeable for T.P.C. to keep in that account the surplus of £190 which would be used for the repair of 
the ‘lettering’ in the future, £60 had been used to help fund the recent repair of the concrete base. 

Correspondence to file: Clerks and Councils. Health Watch. 

Woodacott Chapel: Cheque signed for hire of venue. [£30]. Closure of this Chapel; treasurers email 
and Martin Keenan’s. Clerk to contact Torridge Election Department that this closure would be 
happening at the end of the month, leaving Thornbury Hamlets with no Polling Station. Discuss 
another venue for T.P.C. to hold their meetings, none were forthcoming except St. Peter’s Church. 

Funding to purchase a Defibrillator: £1000 had been allocated from Torridge District Council 
Community Grants together with £256 from the TAP fund.  Extra funding needed., Councillors had 
been sent two quotes regarding purchasing a Defibrillator for Thornbury Hamlets. K.H. moved that 
L.P. would contact Bradford & Cookbury P.C. to purchase on behalf of T.P.C. a Defibrillator plus 
Outside Cabinet, the motion was adopted with T.P. abstaining, it would be sited at Woodacott Holiday 
Park by kind permission of P. Avenell and L. Serra.  It was suggested that T.P.C.’s share of Thornbury 
Fun Day together with Woodacott Chapel’s could be used.  K.H.to contact the recently formed Fun 
Day committee for their views on whether this could be allocated to make up the shortfall, also it was 
proposed by G.T. and seconded by S.S. that T.P.C. could donate up to £250 from that account if 
needed.  At this present time one volunteer Denise Devereux has come forward to take part on a 
Defibrillator Training course, more volunteers would be recruited in the near future. On site 
connection; a quote from one electrician for £60 had been received with another quote to follow, 
these would be considered. 

AOB: Email dated 12.2.2018 from P. Taylor (our Road Warden) was read out. 
An email dated 9.2.2018 had been received from the Transparency Code, it was resolved that 
Thornbury .P.C. is complying with this fund. 
A “Big Lunch” is being arranged for June 3rd and a committee had been set up, more details at the 
next meeting. 
It was resolved that insurance for the Village Hall would be undertaken by Vale Commercial Client 
Account and a cheque was signed for £250. Clerk to contact. 

 

Meeting closed at 8.45pm.  Next meeting will be on 9th May at 8pm at St. Peter’s Church. 
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Helicopter to the top of Kilimanjaro?  Not for Lisa Pinno 

In October this year Lisa is setting out to get to the top of Mount Kilimanjaro and the reason 
she’s taking on this challenge is to raise money for Devon Air Ambulance Trust (DAAT). 
Along with all the training she’s doing to make it up the 16,000ft she is also busy fundraising! 
Her target is £5,000.    

Lisa says “You see the air ambulance up in 
the air all the time, and although I've never 
needed to use it, I know people whose lives 
it has saved.  So, I thought I'd challenge 
myself - not so much to walk up a HUGE 
mountain but raise the money to help 
support DAAT. I know both aspects will be 
difficult but with great friends, and local 
support I know I can make it.  So please if 

you can spare the cost of a cup of coffee please donate and help keep the Devon Air 
Ambulance flying.  DAAT owns 2 helicopters and operates 7 days a week; as of Autumn 
2016, it extended its flying hours until midnight. Responding to approximately 1,400 
incidents every year DAAT, takes patients to the specialist treatment centre most 
appropriate for their needs, giving them the best chance of survival. The service costs £5.5 
million every year and DAAT is proud to be independent of Government and National 
Lottery funding, relying solely on the generous donations of the people, businesses and 
communities of Devon”. Lisa’s forthcoming fundraising events include: 

Easter Bingo : 31st March 7pm for 7.30 at Shebbear Village Hall 
Pudding Night : 13th April  7.30pm,  location to be confirmed 
Charity Waxing Night! :  28th April at The Union Inn, Stibb Cross. 
 
“I'm planning a few more later in the year too,  including a Cider and Pasty walk and a pop-
up restaurant, so there is bound to be something for everyone!  If you can't make it to an 
event you can still support me by either going on to my fund-raising page at : 
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/lisa-pinno or texting RHHB75 followed by the donation 
amount to 70070.” 

 
 

         Hope to see you 
  at an event soon!      
 

                               Lisa Pinno                           
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Stained and Fused Glass Gifts and Jewellery 

Brooches, cufflinks, pendants and earrings 

Inter-twined initials for weddings and anniversaries 

Handmade to order in Thornbury in colours of your choice 

Call Meg on 261804 or email meg@taylor.it 

 

Chinese New Year at the Holiday Park 

On 16th February, THP was fully booked 
for a delicious Chinese New Year meal,  

prepared by Jayshree from Sonu’s  
Kitchen and hosted by Lisa and Paul.  

Watch out for future events, including 
the return of the popular Pizza Nights. 
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Hand-shaped Neapolitan pizza with a range 
of tasty toppings including our own 

home-reared pork and home-grown veg. 

Find us locally at Thornbury Holiday Park 
every Thursday from 14 June to 30 August, 

7pm-9pm 

Having a party or a function? 
Let us bake for you – delicious pizza, happy 

guests and no washing up!  

Contact Alex on 07967 000396 
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 EVELYN   
SHARMAN  

 
 

Professional Driving Tuition 
(DVSA ADI)  

 

Tel: 01409 259 848 (Holsworthy)  

Mobile: 07885 352 082  

evelyn.sharman@btinternet.com 
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Treating Adolescent & Adult Anxiety 

5/7 Sessions 

Please call 01409 261180 for more details 
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Holsworthy Pets & Garden Supplies 
 

4 Victoria Square 
Holsworthy 

07760 104031 
Contact: Dan Baseley 
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Copy Deadline: Please send all information, 
events, announcements and articles for the 
Spring edition of the Tatler to the Editor by 
15th May at the latest. 
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  Emergency Plan Contact Numbers: 
    
   Chris Ward  S. Wonford - centre    261459 
   Tim Priest  S. Wonford - outlying areas   261673 
   Keith Hutchings Thornbury - outlying areas  261373 
   George Worth Lashbrook & Lopthorne                   281336  07966 486575 
   Trevor Jollow  Thornbury - centre    261291 
   Tony Gifford  Brendon      261374 
   Stephen Sanders Woodacott      261626   07971  695091 
   Thelma Priest          Plan Coordinator                                240194 
   Steve Bond     Snow Warden   261123   07970 731044 
 

   General Emergency Numbers: 
 

Police, Fire & Ambulance   Emergencies   999 
Police       Non-urgent     101 
Holsworthy Medical Centre   253692 
Devon Doctors (out of hours)   111 
Stratton Hospital—enquiries  01288 320100 

     Stratton Hospital—MIMI   01288 320101 
A&E— Bideford/Barnstaple   01271 322577 
South West Water (leaks)  0800 2300561 
Gas Emergencies      0800 111999 
Electricity Emergencies    0800 4085500 
Power cuts (Western Power)  0800 6783105 
N.H.S. Direct     111 
Torridge District Council    01237 428700 
D.C.C. Highways     01392 383329 
Environment -S.W. Agency   08708 506506 
Samaritans     08457 909090 
Victim Support     0845 3030900 
 
Your local Police are: 
  Rural Beat Manager: PC 16867 Dominic Plumb 

       Your local PCSO is 30538 Emma Tomkies  
  Holsworthy Police: 101, or 999 in emergency 
  Email: 101@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk 

 
Thornbury Parish Councillors: 
Chair: Keith Hutchings     Vice Chair:  Gaye Tabor 
Trevor Jollow, Tim Priest, Chris Ward, Stephen Sanders, Liz Priest 
Parish Clerk: Thelma Priest 01409 240194 

 

     Get more local information online at www.thornburyhamlets.com 
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