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Welcome to the Winter Thornbury Tatler ! 

 
Welcome to a bumper edition of the Thornbury Tatler; 28 pages instead of the usual 24.  
We are entering our sixth year and I am pleased to report that we have several new         
advertisers this quarter, including computer support, pet sitting services, two local cafés and 
a shop, and a welcome return of Pilates lessons, so I hope you find this useful.  There is 
more going on in the village these days, from the celebratory Harvest Supper to a spooky 
Halloween. We are delighted to welcome several new people, whilst we sadly say farewell 
to an old resident.  There are future events to suit everyone and you will find an eclectic mix 
of articles from a welcome portion of Aussie sun from our ex-resident, Thelma Priest, to 
how to start an aircraft engine with a shotgun cartridge, having first removed the pellets of 
course, from Roger Lawes.  If any other residents have stories or photographs they would 
like to share in the future, then please get in touch as we love to hear your travel adven-
tures or family tales. 

The main theme for this quarter is ‘the world helps those who help themselves’.  There is 
news about our new self-help Road Warden scheme but also a plea to those who use the 
lanes and spread mud and squash the verges, to tidy up after themselves. The push to get as 
many people as possible connected to the new fibre optic broadband seems to have 
achieved its aim for many, so now we need to turn our attention to other things that we 
need, such as a village hall, heating in the church, new noticeboards or repairs to an ancient 
tomb.  If everybody contributed just a little of their time, we could do so much more than if 
everything is left to either the authorities or a few willing volunteers. 

Meg Galley-Taylor, Editor.          Call 261804, or email to: tatler@thornburyhamlets.com 
 

Copy Deadline: Please send all information, events, announcements and articles for the 
Spring edition of the Tatler to the Editor by 15th February at the latest.  

Forthcoming Events in and around Thornbury Hamlets: 
 
25th November  Curry Night at Thornbury Holiday Park (see opposite) 
3rd December  Confirmation Service with Bishop Sarah, at 11am (Church) 
3rd December  Clovelly Christmas Lights switch on, 3.30pm 
10th December  Langtree Village Hall Christmas Market, 10-3, 40 stalls 
10th December  Christingle Service at 4pm at St. Peter’s Church 
16th December  Christmas Party with live band at THP (7pm to 11pm) 
22nd December  Village Carol Service, at 6.30pm at St. Peter’s Church 
24th December  Christmas Eve at Thornbury Holiday Park (5.30pm to 11pm) 
31st December  New Year’s Eve at Thornbury Holiday Park  (7pm to 1am) 
14th February  Parish Council Meeting, Woodacott Chapel, 8pm 

Watch the ‘Thornbury Tatler’ Facebook page for details of further events at 
Thornbury Holiday Park, such as themed food nights in 2018. 
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Announcements 
 
A very warm welcome to Sarah Johnson at Woodacott Barn, to Vanessa, Paul and LLoyld 
Smallridge in Dennis Close, and to Jane and Chris Akers and their sons William and Henry 
who have moved to Roselands at Woodacott.  

Amy Sanders has completed her Masters degree in Environmental Science 
and Social Research from the University of Edinburgh in October 2017.  
Amy is now working for the University of Bristol, and University of the West 
of England, examining drought and flooding in the South West region. 

In Memoriam 
It is with sadness that we record the passing of Mr Raymond Jollow of South Wonford on 
3rd November. Raymond was born and schooled in Sutcombe, and after working at 
Kelloway’s, served as Head Greenkeeper at Holsworthy Golf Club for some 25 years. In 
retirement, he was well known in the village for his voluntary hard work in keeping the 
graveyard at St. Peter’s Church in good order. 

Thornbury 
Holiday Park 

events  
Saturday 25th Nov - Curry  Evening  
Food will be served 7pm till 9pm and 
booking is essential. If you haven't 
already booked please call Lisa to 
reserve a table on 07930 378757. 

Saturday 16th Dec - Christmas Party 
from 7pm till 11pm. Festive buffet and 
music with live band 'The Other Band' 

Christmas Eve the bar will be opening 
earlier than usual at 5.30pm. Come 
along for a glass of Mulled Wine and 
some Mince Pies. 

Sunday 31st Dec - New Years Eve Party 
7pm till 1am. Welcome 2018 in style with 
an evening of music, champagne and 
nibbles! 
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Church Services at St. Peter’s : 
 
  3rd December Confirmation Service with Bishop Sarah, at 11am 
 10th December Christingle Service at 4pm 
 17th December Advent Holy Communion at 9.30am 
 22nd December Village Carol Service, at 6.30pm 
 7th January  Holy Communion at 9.30am 
 21st  January  Holy Communion at 9.30am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
See also the notice boards at the front of the church. Download the full listing of all 
services across the Benefice, at  www.thornburyhamlets.com/church-chapel/ 
 

Chapel Services at Woodacott : services at 11am unless otherwise stated 
 
3rd Dec  No Service 
10th Dec  Mrs Sylvia Risdon 
17th Dec  Rev Martin Keenan Sacrament 
24th and 31st Dec No Service 
7th Jan  Sectional Covenant Service at  
  North Tamerton, with Rev Martin Keenan 
14th Jan  No Service 
21st Jan  Mr Courtney Drew 
28th Jan  No Service 
4th Feb  Mr John Guy 
11th Feb  No Service 
18th Feb  Mr John Hawkins 

25th Feb  No Service 

The residents of Thornbury Hamlets would like to 

express their appreciation for the efforts of  Mike Pett 

and Roger Sanders in cutting the grass at the church 

graveyard and on Woodacott Green.  Well done ! 
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 St. Peter’s Church Update 

Tempus fugit (time flies) as they say and 2017 has been no exception. As December 31st is 
the end of the church financial year it’s not a bad time to reflect on the year.  Last year we 
spent over £4000 on church maintenance which affected our cash flow. Happily, the work 
carried out seems to have helped to make our 900 year old building a little more weather-
proof. Our aim is to give our congregation a positive feeling or even a warm glow but our 
plans for heating have suffered a setback as the cost is likely to be much higher than antici-
pated but we will look for Grants and local support. In the meantime we heat the church 
with electric heaters and gas fires. If anyone is willing to sponsor a gas cylinder, the current 
price is now a little over £28. 

We also plan to make the space behind the Font into a community area by removing the 
pews and replacing them with tables and chairs to provide some much needed community 
meeting space.  

This autumn we held a joint traditional Harvest Festival supper with Bradford & Cookbury 
churches, in their village hall. It was a huge success with over 60 people attending. You can 
see photographs and read more about it on page 14-15.  A total of £291.30 was raised and 
was donated to the charities A Rocha and Water Aid as part of the Church commitment to 
support Christian charities. We give a huge thanks to all the helpers and participants who 
made it such a fun evening. 

Our services during the festive season are listed opposite and there is also an enclosed flyer. 
Details of the Christingle service are on page 3. This is a service much loved by young and 
old alike, so please do come along and join us; refreshments will be available afterwards at 
both the Christingle and Carol services. 

Inside the church you will find some Thornbury Christmas cards (6 for £3) and some 
notelets. Please just place your money in the wall safe opposite the front door.  

I mentioned this last year but repeat it because it is so easy to do. …... 

Easyfundraising. Do you shop online? If you do there is a simple, no cost way to support the 
church. All major supermarkets and thousands of other outlets are signed up to the system. 
Basically, when you order something online, you click the easyfundraising button and 
continue shopping as normal. When you check-out, the supermarket sends a small percent-
age to Thornbury church. These small amounts are added up automatically and paid into 
our bank account on a quarterly basis. Just google ‘Easyfundraising’ and follow the steps. 
When it asks you which charity you wish to support, please choose Thornbury church (don’t 
worry that is says N Tamerton, it’s the right one)  It costs you nothing but helps us.  

It only remains for me to thank you for your support during the last year, wish you all a very 
Merry Christmas from all at St. Peter’s and ask for your continued support in 2018. 
 
David Whitehead Churchwarden & Treasurer, St. Peter’s, Thornbury. Tel. 01409 261777    
Email dgswhitehead@gmail.com , Facebook on the Tatler page or message me. 
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 A message from Revd. Preb. Kathy Roberts 
 
I am doing some work in Exeter right now and have a superb view over the Cathedral Green 
from the front window of the house. The scene is not one of ‘dreaming spires’ or people 
walking meditatively across the Green, rather, The Green is humming with activity,  
preparing for the opening of the Christmas market.  

Removal vans driving cautiously down the narrow road alongside the Green have added to 
the confusion – the new Dean and his wife have chosen this week to move into their home. 
One van driver trying to do a 25 point turn in an area that would make one of our lanes look 
spacious, managed to completely re-arrange a section of a wall.  

The place is buzzing with anticipation. People are already walking around trying the culinary 
delights on offer. Delicious smells of cooking food and of course, coffee, waft across in the 
gentle breeze, but the pervading aroma is of freshly cut timber. The huts are all new. As 
someone commented, the contractor that provided them must have felt as if Christmas had 
come early!  

One of the stalls selling Christmas decorations is open already, Christmas carols playing 
gently in the background, luring people in with eye-catching traditional and less traditional 
ornaments. Christmas has certainly come early!   

I walked down past a Big Issue seller, someone I’ve sometimes stopped to chat to. I opened 
my purse to find some money for a copy and found I was 50p short. No problem he assured 
me and handed me a magazine with a flourish.  Good business? Probably! But it had the 
flavour of Christmas coming early.  

The advertising, expenses and expectations of the Festive season can cause us to, ‘Bah 
Humbug’ in a cynical sort of way. Remembering a baby in a manger, given unexpectedly to a 
cruel and often uncaring world can soften the cynic in us.  

And perhaps, as we do something unexpectedly thoughtful, or generous, or caring we can 
make Christmas come early for someone!      Kathy 

Reverse Advent Calendar 

This year, why not consider having an Advent Calendar with a  difference?   
Get a box, and each day of Advent, place an item of foodstuffs in the box.   
 

Then at Christmas, leave it at the back of the 
Church, for us to pass on to those who are  
less fortunate.   
 
   Thank you for caring 
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Defibrillator for Thornbury 

Thornbury Parish Council is currently seeking grant aid to place a defib-
rillator at Woodacott.  It is hoped that this will be in place early in 2018. 
Once installed, a training session will be held to ensure that there are 
enough  trained users at hand in case of an emergency.  If you already 
have training in CPR and the use of a defibrillator, maybe at work, 
please let us know, at tatler@thornburyhamlets.com, and we will add 
your name to the list. 

Noticeboards for South Wonford and Lashbrook ?  Can you help ? 

Today, we have noticeboards at Woodacott, the Church and (shortly) 
at Brendon, which carry news of village events and church services. 
We would like to have boards at Lashbrook and South Wonford, but 
Parish funds are not available. Is there anyone who  be prepared to 
fund a board in these hamlets, in return for the sponsor’s name 
appearing on the board ?  The cost is around £200 installed. Please 
contact tatler@thornburyhamlets.com or call 261804 if you can help. 

A new Village Hall for Thornbury 
 
Since my update in the last edition of the Tatler, we have continued to work with our 
advisors to determine the best approach to moving forward with our goal of providing a 
venue in the village for the people of Thornbury to meet and foster community spirit. We 
will advise you when there is definite news of an appeal against the planning decision, or 
other action to be taken.  Can I again express the Parish Council’s gratitude to all the 
parishioners who have shown support for our efforts to build a new village hall. We know 
that we have the support of the majority of the parishioners and the offers of help both 
verbal and written has been much appreciated.      Keith Hutchings, Chair, Thornbury PC 

Message from District Councillor Philip Hackett 
 
Incredibly, we are moving towards Christmas and the closing of another eventful year. Sadly 
we have had the inpatient beds in Holsworthy Hospital “temporarily closed” in March, which 
is a bitter blow for our community. I was made Lead Member for Health and Wellbeing in 
May for Torridge District Council and this has given me the opportunity to optimise my 
engagement with the Northern Devon Healthcare Trust through an independently chaired 
stakeholder group. This group keeps the public informed through agreed press releases on 
the Trusts website. Needless to say, I am working hard with the group members to achieve 
the best possible outcomes for the residents who depend on the facilities provided by the 
hospital.  Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to wish you a Happy Christmas and the 
very best for 2018. 
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Restoration Project for The Johns Tomb at St. Peter’s Church 
 
Many of you will be aware of the very overgrown chest tomb that is near the door of the 
church.  What you probably don’t know is that it is a Grade II listed monument in its own 
right, and is therefore recognised as being important.  It is dated 1702, and is thus the oldest 
surviving gravestone in the churchyard and commemorates Elizabeth Johns, a member of a 
locally prominent family, and her three children. The monument of John Johns, husband of 
Elizabeth, is fixed inside the church, suggesting he was a figure of some importance.   
According to the surviving Church records, John Johns of Brendon married Elizabeth Cole on 
May 30th 1693. The three children are Elizabeth (Ba. Mar 31 1694, Bu. May 12 1694),  
Thomas (Ba. Apr 28 1697, Bu. Aug 20 1702) and Patience (Ba. Nov 1 1699, Bu. Sep 3 1702). 
Elizabeth herself was buried Jun 27th 1702 suggesting that something contagious probably 
killed her and the two older children in quick succession, leaving just John Johns junior with 
his father.  John Senior was buried Aug 10 1713. 

The plant growth and 
passage of time are now 
threatening this important 
structure and so I have 
managed to secure some 
money to carry out a 
Conservation Report on it 
and we are now in the 
process of applying for 
money to actually do the 
repair work. As it is a 
Grade II listed structure 
this is an expensive 
process and it is going to 
cost £6000 (including VAT) 
to carry out the repairs 
which include: 
 

• Removing the top and allowing it to dry prior to repairing cracks and other damage 

• Carefully recording and dismantling the tomb 

• Eradicating the ivy 

• Preparing a proper foundation on which to rebuild the tomb 

• Cleaning the stones without disturbing the lichens and patina of age 

• Rebuilding the tomb and possibly installing stabilising cross walls to strengthen it 

• Considering the best treatment for the curious holes in the top and filing them to 
prevent ingress of water and seeds 

• Reinstating the top in position.                                                         Meg Galley-Taylor 
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My Aussie experience—by Thelma Priest 

My first thoughts while driving from Sydney to Wollongong city were how green the suburbs 
are, with tropical trees and shrubs everywhere, giving way to the 'Illawarra Escarpment' 
made up of gum and palm trees, and giant ferns growing amongst huge boulders. Then 
arriving at the 'Bulli Pass' which descends and allows a fantastic view of the many beaches 
and suburbs stretching to the city. Grey and pink cockatoos, Aussie magpies everywhere, 
and swallows here as well for a short while, then I saw my first whale close to the shore.  

The trains are all electrified and there are great swathes of 'clearings' through the bush for 
the maintenance of pylons; this gives way after two hours travel to the cleared areas where 
chicken farms, small Friesian herds and black bullocks survive on land which looks poorer 
than Dartmoor, dotted with billabongs (waterholes].  

A must visit for any tourist is the Blue Mountains, a vast area of bush with a permanent blue 
haze on its skyline and a walkway to the bottom where a disused coal mine shows the 
exceptionally hard way of life the miners faced back then.   

Aussie shop assistants always have a welcoming 
“How're you doing, can I help?” even in Sydney – 
wow, what a place! Skyscrapers making your neck 
ache, George Street with the Queen Victoria Building 
and fabulous shops, the beautiful natural harbour 
with its famous bridge, and of course the Opera 
House, with its five theatres, a thousand rooms, and 
its iconic shape roofed in 1,000,000 small Swedish 
tiles, all quite mind boggling! 

 
Canberra, the capital, is due south where the scenery changes from bush to open areas, a 
few wineries, small herds of bullocks, kangaroos and sheep, and on nearing the city, was I 
seeing a mirage? Like a cloud formation stretching for miles in the far distance, but no, this 
was Lake George and its salt marshes, 27 km long and 10 km wide. Another must see is the 
Australian War Museum in its magnificent building. So many exhibits bringing home to a 
‘pom' just how many Australians were killed in both World Wars. The fabulous 'Tomb to the 
Unknown Soldier’, made of small mosaics, with huge figures of service men and woman on 
the walls, topped off with a domed gold mosaic ceiling. This, together with the sound of an 
eerie wind echoing around the walls, is such a fitting tribute. Inside the main building are 
many displays, with a history of each battle fought, which instil a respectful silence, together 
with the names of all men killed on the two walls leading up to the Eternal Flame.  

Of course, the purpose of my holiday was to spend time with Jane, Ian and family. I watched 
the grandchildren’s sporting activities: competition swimming at the Sydney Olympic pool, 
netball every Saturday in a complex of fifty courts in operation all day, surfing on the many 
beaches. All so far removed from my rural way of life, great experience and only had one 
hour of rain and one cloudy day in the two months of their Australian winter. The rest of the 
days were as our English Summer is supposed to be! 
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 Thornbury’s roads – everyone’s responsibility 

You will be aware that funding for maintenance of Devon’s roads, along with all other 
services, is under greater pressure than ever now.  Whilst we have been fortunate in having 
many of our roads repaired and resurfaced in the past year, there are still stretches that are 
in a very poor state, and others than will no doubt deteriorate during the coming Winter.  
The same is true for our culverts, ditches and gullies: in many cases, a few minutes work can 
prevent flooding and save long term damage from occurring from erosion or frost.  Likewise, 
keeping hedges and trees trimmed where they face onto roads and lanes can prevent dam-
age to vehicles and improve visibility for drivers. 

Whilst the burden for large scale roadworks and repairs rests firmly with Devon’s Highways 
Department, we also believe that part of the responsibility for maintaining the condition of 
our community rests with everyone who lives or works here, and we are asking you to play 
your part in making Thornbury Hamlets a cleaner and safer place. 

For our part, Thornbury Hamlets Parish Council has signed up to the Road Warden Scheme, 
which will allow us to undertake minor works, such as small pot hole repairs, clearing and 
cleaning, using volunteers from the community.     Please see article opposite. >>>> 

However, in the spirit of prevention being better than a cure, we are asking all landowners, 
farmers and contractors who use Thornbury Hamlets’ roads and lanes to help reduce 
damage and improve safety by taking a few simple measures. We would ask you, and ask 
you to remind your employees and others, to recognise the need to ensure that: 

Where mud is carried from fields or yards onto the highway, it should be swept away in a 
timely manner: mud is a traffic hazard, and in cold weather, speeds the breakup of the 
road surface. 

Where damage is caused to ditches or verges by vehicles turning or driving on the verges, 
blockages are removed promptly. 

Where groundwater gullies, drains or culverts are seen to be blocked by leaves or mud, 
take the time to push away the blockage and ease the flow of surface water. 

Thank you for your assistance in helping us to ensure that Thornbury remains a safe and 
pleasant place to live and work. 

Thornbury Hamlets Parish Council 

New tree for Thornbury Manor roundabout 
 
Earlier this year, the old and much-loved tree in the road outside 
Thornbury Manor was damaged by a falling branch from an 
adjacent tree, and was removed by the council. Now, a group of 
residents has met and has chosen to replace it with a Wild Service 
tree (pictured right). They are now sourcing a suitable specimen, 
which we hope will restore this spot to its former glory. 
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Thornbury signs up to Road Warden Scheme 

Thornbury Parish Council has now signed up to be part of the Devon 
Highways “Road Warden Scheme”. This will allow the community to 
carry out minor works such as filling small potholes, repairing signposts 
or clearing blocked drains, using funds from the County Council.  The 
intention is not to do the Highways Department's job for them, but to 
ensure that small issues don’t become major problems that we are 
forced to wait for a long time to be fixed.  It will also give us a closer 
working relationship with the Highways team, so we can hopefully 
influence the priority of any larger scale work on our patch. 
 

The intention is to hold materials and tools locally, and to fit in any work at a time to suit 
those involved. As we get up to speed, I would like to  be able to call on volunteers to help 
with this work, especially when work on the highways needs additional safety measures, like 
cones or signage.  There is free training available, and funding for protective clothing. 

I would like us to be able to start work early in the New Year. If you would like to know more 
about the scheme, or feel you can spare a few hours to  help, please contact me via email, 
at roads@thornburyhamlets.com, or call me on 261804. 
 
Paul Taylor 

New Head Teacher for Bradford School 
 
Hello, my name is Lisa Paton and I am the New Primary Lead Head 
Teacher for The  Holsworthy Federation incorporating Bradford 
Primary School. I have been a teacher for 17 years and have held 
leadership positions for the last 10 years. My most recent post 
was with The Dartmoor Federation with whom we are looking to 
form a Multi Academy Trust so the future is looking exciting for 
Bradford!  

All the staff have been working really hard this term not only to 
provide interesting and high quality lessons but also to enrich the 

curriculum with engaging and exciting activities which have included an Autumn Walk, 
Drumming Workshop, Trip to Rosemoor Gardens, Bread Making, Cross County Competition, 
Multi-skills and a Tag Rugby Festival which we hosted yesterday here at Bradford for all the 
Key Stage 2 Federation children. 

We also have lots of opportunities for community and parental  involvement such as 
Harvest Festival, Social Lunch, Open morning and our fantastic FOBS group even run an after 
school cookery club for the children. Now we are gearing up for Christmas and are looking 
forward to a host of magical and memorable activities and events for the children, staff and 
parents. Find the latest news at our new website: www.bradford.devon.sch.uk 

Best Wishes, Lisa Paton 
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 The Coffman Combustion Starter 

During flying training it is important to gain confidence in operating over countryside with 
which you are not familiar.  To achieve this, our rotary wing course was dispatched to an old 
army camp in Devon at a place no-one had ever heard of – Fremington.   This gave student 
pilots ample opportunity to become temporarily disorientated (lost) in an area outside their 
normal compass.  It also allowed the instructors an opportunity to sample the hospitality of 
the local pubs (whilst their students were engrossed in doing homework in meteorology, 
airmanship, navigation etc). 

To return to base, after this phase, my flight would take me over my home in Dorset and so I 
sought, and was given permission to land there en route.  On the morning of departure my 
instructor – a Canadian Captain – was “late on parade” and, when he finally appeared, was 
wearing dark glasses and not in a fit state to fly.  In fact, he was not in a fit state to do 
anything other than (as he kept on insisting) to be left alone to die.  If drinking and driving is 
unacceptable then it follows that drinking and flying is, equally, not on – at least not at the 
same time.  Accordingly, Captain M was driven back to base by road whilst I launched off 
with considerable excitement to land at home. 

This went without a hitch even to the extent that our local policeman who was present let 
off a smoke flare just as I was about to land.  Had he done so earlier it would have indicated 
the wind direction – the desired effect.  As it was, I lost sight of the ground in the smoke and 
nearly crashed – the undesired effect.  Not to worry: my parents were there, and my mother 
even had a tray with glasses of sherry ready to celebrate my achievement.  Perhaps the only 
down side was the headline in the local paper describing the event with the rather clumsy 
but typical headline “Farmer’s son drops in by chopper”. 

Anyway, the point is that my home visit had been planned and executed strictly in accord-
ance with rules and regulations (very boring)!  The alternative would have been to ignore the 
rules (not boring), however, this is what another student pilot did.  His brief was to fly his 
Chipmunk aircraft to two airfields where he was to land and visit the respective control tow-
ers.  This was to gain experience in landing away and dealing with flight planning at 
other airfields.  Now, as we all know, the Chipmunk engine* was started by the explosion of 
a cartridge - six of which were loaded into a cylinder.  (Start counting please.)  On the day of 
the flight there was a misfire on start-up and two cartridges were used to get the engine 
going.   The subsequent start, after the visit to the first airfield also included two attempts; 
likewise at the second airfield there was a further misfire which necessitated the use of the 
remaining two cartridges.  Not a problem at this stage – given that the student was 
returning to his parent airfield.  But oh, how easy it is to have a wizard idea without thinking 
it through!  His home was not far away and he decided to pop in and see his parents.  There 
was no problem with landing; the family estate of 3,000 acres or more allowed plenty of 
space in which to put down. I’m not sure if he was presented with sherry on arrival but 
certainly no policeman was there to blind him with smoke - given that he had failed to notify 
the respective authorities of his intentions.  He was able to show off to his parents and the 
estate workers – all of whom admired the prowess of the young aviator.    
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Anyway, time to leave and, with a farewell wave to his parents et al, he pulled the starter 
cord to fire up his engine…………. 

The Chipmunk was recovered later, but there was more to follow – a regimental board of 
inquiry, a hefty fine, dismissal from the flying course and an immediate return to his 
parent unit.  Rather sad, really.  Having ignored the rules, our hero could, nevertheless, have 
avoided the several consequences of the incident had he realised that a standard 12 bore 
shotgun cartridge could have been used to start the engine.  Of course, it would have been 
good practice (but boring?) to remove the pellets first.   And no-one would have known.      

          Roger Lawes  
 
* Likewise, some farm tractors and motor cycles – as Arthur Silliphant would doubtless confirm!                     

Remembrance Sunday 

Residents gathered at the War Memorial in Woodacott, 

to remember the three sons of Thornbury Parish who 

died in the World Wars, and all others who died or 

were wounded in conflict. Particular thanks go to Creina 

Mandry for this poignant floral tribute, seen here on 

the steps of the War Memorial, and then 

displayed in the Church.  Wreaths were laid on behalf of 

the Parish Council and St. Peter’s Church. 

 

                     Lest we forget... 
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Harvest Supper at Bradford & Cookbury Hall 
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Halloween at Thornbury Holiday Park 

At the Harvest Supper, some 60 residents enjoyed an evening of thankfulness, delicious food 
and lively entertainment. After a short service and a rousing rendition of “We Plough the Fields 
and Scatter”, we were treated to a fine buffet of pasties and salads, followed by a tempting 
array of puddings which left us spoilt for choice. In between, Arthur Sillifant 
recalled his life, growing up in Thornbury and serving abroad for his National Service after some 
adventures learning to drive a truck in Rhyl. Julian Pomeroy then reflected on the role of apples 
in our culture, from Great Expectations’ Pip, to some truly excruciatingly fruity jokes, helped by 
his son Will, who also showed another use for fruit, for juggling! The Providence Trio then 
played a selection of tunes to warm appreciation from the audience. Hearty thanks to all those 
who laboured to bring the event together and ensure it ran smoothly on the night. Proceeds 
from the evening were sent to chosen charities. 

For their Halloween Party, Lisa and Paul 
turned the Holiday Park into a spooky 
graveyard, and made sure that the 
atmosphere in the bar was equally spine-
chilling.  Food for an Autumnal evening and 
music from the acoustic duo “Fretted Knot” 
ensured a good time was had by both 
children and adults.  Watch out for future 
dining events at the Holiday Park. 
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Draft of Thornbury Parish Council Minutes for Nov 8th 2017, Woodacott Chapel, 7.30pm. 

Present:  K. Hutchings, T. Jollow, S. Sanders, T. Priest, C. Ward. Ms. L. Priest, T.J. Priest.   
P. Taylor, L. Serra.   Apologies: G. Tabor 

Minutes: These had been sent to all councillors and taken as read. 
Matters arising from minutes: None. Chairman signed as a true record. 

Planning matters: Councillors had been contacted and their replies noted, chairman updated matters 
regarding the two following applications, 1/0810/2017/AGMB, [Lake Parks].   1/0872/2017/OUT. 
[Windy Cross Farm].  1/1024/2017/FUL. [Westlakes] no objection was raised, proposed by L.P. se-
conded by C.W.  Clerk to reply to Torridge D.C. 

Defibrillator: Councillors approved, and chairman signed ‘Grant Agreement’ from Torridge. D.C.  Ways 
to obtain extra funding needed; suggestions included funds from TAP, possibly next year’s Fun Day 
contribution, this would be discussed at a later meeting, together with recruiting volunteers to have 
training in and daily checks of Defibrillator, this would also be included in the next issue of Tatler as 
‘coming soon’, together with seeking information from any resident who has an ‘up to date Defib 
Training Certificate’ and that also more volunteers would be needed to qualify by  taking this short 
course. Insurance cover, it was resolved that when the Defibrillator had been purchased it would be 
insured for Public Liability at an extra cost of £8.40p. Clerk to post to Torridge D.C. 

Precept:   2nd instalment credited to T.P.C.’s current account. The requested precept for next year 
will need to be returned to Torridge D.C. by Jan 26th, 2018, therefore an extra meeting would be 
called before that date.  

Cheques to sign: Poppy Wreath; £25, Clerk’s expenses; £124.75, Hire of Woodacott Chapel; £30.  

Correspondence for discussion: Bagbeare tree species to plant in existing site? [list of trees suitable 
had been sent to councillors and taken as read], a meeting tomorrow had been scheduled for any 
interested residents who would then vote on the species of tree they would prefer. Nigel Marshall 
[Planning Enforcement] : no update had been received. Kingsley offer of tables and chairs councillors 
received the email and taken as read].  Snow Warden scheme: councillors resolved for the clerk to 
contact Devon Highways to accept the 10 bags of 25kg salt delivered to Thornbury’s Snow Warden. 
Rough sleeper estimate: Nil 

Brendon Notice Board: L. Serra would be contacting D. Millman and if he agrees councillors would be 
willing to erect the board on his land. 

Councillors recognised that Michael Pett and Roger Sanders would be thanked in the next issue of the 
Tatler for the grass cutting and strimming they have done over the years keeping St. Peter’s Church 
Graveyard and Woodacott Green so well maintained.  

Commercial & Leisure: Councillors agreed that Thornbury had no Hall, Pitches other facilities in this 
area, clerk to reply. 

Broadband update: P. Taylor : Total properties,136. Who can order fibre optic,94. In scope of phase 1 
and cannot order,9. Out of scope,33.  All who cannot order,42. Phase 1 scope that can order,90%. 
Hamlets that can order as percentage,70%. 
 
Road Warden scheme: Councillors approved and signed the ‘Community Road Warden Scheme. 
P.T.to return form.  P.T. is in contact with Devon Highways regarding the Chapter 8 training. T.P.  
suggested that T.P.C. ask all landowners, farmers, contractors and employees who use Thornbury 
Hamlets roads and lanes to help reduce damage and improve safety by taking a few simple measures. 
This was resolved by councillors. Clerk to contact editor of the Tatler to include this matter in next 
issue and also to write to any landowners who live outside the Hamlets but own land within.  

Neighbourhood Plan: This was discussed and was resolved for this matter to be included on the 
agenda at a further meeting. 

AOB: Fire & Rescue Service Draft Integrated Risk Management Plan 2018-22 consultation; councillors 
would be replying if they so wished. 

Community Transport Grant: it was resolved that at this present time T.P.C. due to other 
commitments would not be able to grant any funds, clerk to reply.                                                   >>>> 
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News from Holsworthy Library 

It’s free to join the library and, as well as borrowing books, DVDs and CDs you can download eBooks, 
audio books and digital magazines, as well as taking part in a range of activities.  We have free Wi-Fi 
and computer access and can even help you set up a book group.  Pre-schools, childminders and home 
educators can all join the library and borrow additional books for extended loan periods. Ask staff for 
details. The following events run on a regular basis and are all free: 

Walking Book Group: Every other month. Just like a regular book group except the books are dis-
cussed on a walk and have a focus on the natural world.   
Bounce & Rhyme: for children aged 0-4 years. Fortnightly on a Monday in term time (2:00pm), check 
dates with library staff.  
Library Lions Book Group: The second Tuesday of each month, 4:00 – 4:45 (term time only). A fun and 
friendly book group for children aged 7-10.  Places are limited so please contact staff to book. 

We often run craft sessions for children in the school holidays and evening talks for adults throughout 
the year, these are advertised in the library, on posters around Holsworthy and through our Facebook 
page. Contact the library or pop in for more details about any of these events and groups:  
 
01409 253514, holsworthy.library@libariesunlimited.org.uk  

>>>>  Planning application for Lower Brendon cottage,1/0261/2017/OUT, councillors resolved to 
continue to support this application, therefore no reply was needed. 

It was resolved that Waitrose Vouchers would be purchased by the clerk for a ‘thank you’ acknowl-
edgement to Paul and Meg Taylor for all they have done regarding time spent on obtaining faster 
Broadband for Thornbury residents, editing thornburyhamlets.com website and editing the ‘Tatler’. 
Also Sarah Gay’s work preparing T.P.C’s Audit, all much appreciated by councillors, this had been 
recorded in the clerks expenses. 
To administer the Joseph& Elizabeth Graham fund:  Councillors resolved that from next year the 70 
years of age would be altered to 75. [see J.& E. Graham mins Nov 8th, 2017] 

 
Meeting closed at 9.30pm. Date of next meeting; February 14th 2018, 8pm  

The Broadband Saga - The Final Chapter ? 
 
In January 2013, we started the long journey that has reached some sort of conclusion in 
late 2017.  In round numbers, 70% of properties in the parish can now get faster broadband. 
For those in Thornbury, Woodacott and Lashbrook, it means that nearly all properties can 
now get fibre-optic broadband at up to 300Mbps. For those in Brendon and South Wonford, 
I’m afraid we are still waiting to hear if the Airband contract, as part of the second phase of 
the CDS project, will deliver anything useful.  My advice for these hamlets is still to look at 
4G mobile broadband, and I am still hopeful that the CDS voucher scheme, to cover the 
installation cost of a 4G mobile dish, will re-open at some time.  Watch the Facebook page 
for the latest news.  In the meantime, I know that some residents are still struggling to get 
Openreach to recognise that they CAN order fast broadband, so please get in touch with me 
(if we are not already in touch) and I will try and help things along. 
 
Paul Taylor, paul@taylor.it, 261804 
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Neighbourhood Watch and avoiding being a victim of Scams 

We live in a very safe area, but none of us is 
completely safe, especially when it comes to 
scams.  They come in many forms; uninvited 
contact is received by email, letter, and 
telephone or in person, making false 
promises to con victims out of money. There 
are many scams but the most common are 
fake lotteries, deceptive prize draws or 
sweepstakes, clairvoyants, computer scams, 
and romance scams. The criminals attempt 

to trick people with flashy, official looking documents or websites, or convincing telephone 
sales patter, with the aim of persuading them to send a processing or administration fee, 
pay postal or insurance costs or make a premium rate phone call. Doorstep Scams are 
crimes carried out by bogus callers, rogue traders and unscrupulous sales people who call, 
often uninvited, at people's home under the guise of legitimate business or trade. 

As NHW Coordinator I am notified of local scams on a regular basis and they are getting 
more sophisticated all the time.  Just remember if it seems too good to be true it probably 
is and you should not get involved.  Don’t be afraid to put the phone down on somebody 
you suspect of trying to scam you and never give out bank details over the phone to anyone 
who rings you.  Genuine people will not mind you checking up on them.  If you think you 
have spotted a scam then you can call the Citizens’ Advice Consumer Helpline 03454 04 05 
06 or Action Fraud 0300 123 2040, or simply tell me on 261804. 

Meg Galley-Taylor     Thornbury Hamlets NHW Coordinator 

Torridge, North, Mid & West Devon 
Citizens Advice are offering an 
outreach service in Bradworthy. This 
drop-in session will take place on the 
first Tuesday of every month at  
Bradworthy Memorial Hall from 
10.00 to 11.00 am.  

For 24-hour information, please 
visit www.citizensadvice.org.uk, or 
call Adviceline on 03444 111444  
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Holsworthypetsandgardensupplies 

 

 
We are introducing some new and 
exciting things in the pet side over 
the coming months. We are starting 
with December being a collection 
month for a local rescue charity, both 
monetary and physical items such as 
food and accessories. The Last 
Chance Hotel is based in Cornwall 
and works hard to rescue,   
rehabilitate and re-home abused and 
neglected dogs and other animals. 
This collection will be running all the 
way up until Christmas. 
 

We are also introducing an information station over the next couple of months, 
to help our customers with good animal husbandry and techniques to enable 
many years of enjoyment from their furry family members. This will both be in 
store with information leaflets and online through our Facebook page and our 
future website. 

We are delighted to announce that we are also in discussion with a local mobile 
groomer, who we hope to arrange space in the shop once a month to come in 
and groom, claw clip, microchip, and generally give a once over to your pet. As a 
qualified veterinary nurse, she will be able to advise you on the best products to 
help with keeping them healthy too. 

As always, we still offer local delivery, as well as the buy-in service for specific 
items that we don’t stock. Pop in for a chat or give us a call, to see what we can 
do for you. 

We would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas, 
and a Happy and Prosperous New Year! 

Holsworthy Pets & Garden Supplies 
4 Victoria Square 
Holsworthy 
Devon 
EX38 7HZ 

Tel: 07760 104031 
Contact: Dan Baseley 

 
Mon: 09:00 – 17:00 
Tue:  09:00 – 17:00 
Wed: 09:00 – 17:00 
Thu:  09:00 – 17:00 
Fri:    09:00 – 17:00 
Sat:   09:00 – 14:00 
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Don’t forget to mention to advertisers that you saw them in the “Tatler” - we rely 

on their support to keep the Tatler as a free magazine for all residents 
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 EVELYN   
SHARMAN  

 
 

Professional Driving Tuition 
(DVSA ADI)  

 

Tel: 01409 259 848 (Holsworthy)  

Mobile: 07885 352 082  

evelyn.sharman@btinternet.com 
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www.thornburyhamlets.com 
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  Emergency Plan Contact Numbers: 
    
   Chris Ward  S. Wonford - centre    261459 
   Tim Priest  S. Wonford - outlying areas   261673 
   Keith Hutchings Thornbury - outlying areas  261373 
   George Worth Lashbrook & Lopthorne                   281336  07966 486575 
   Trevor Jollow  Thornbury - centre    261291 
   Tony Gifford  Brendon      261374 
   Stephen Sanders Woodacott      261626   07971  695091 
   Thelma Priest          Plan Coordinator                                240194 
   Steve Bond     Snow Warden   261123   07970 731044 
 

   General Emergency Numbers: 
 

Police, Fire & Ambulance   Emergencies   999 
Police       Non-urgent     101 
Holsworthy Medical Centre   253692 
Devon Doctors (out of hours)   111 
Stratton Hospital—enquiries  01288 320100 

     Stratton Hospital—MIMI   01288 320101 
A&E— Bideford/Barnstaple   01271 322577 
South West Water (leaks)  0800 2300561 
Gas Emergencies      0800 111999 
Electricity Emergencies    0800 4085500 
Power cuts (Western Power)  0800 6783105 
N.H.S. Direct     111 
Torridge District Council    01237 428700 
D.C.C. Highways     01392 383329 
Environment -S.W. Agency   08708 506506 
Samaritans     08457 909090 
Victim Support     0845 3030900 
 
   Your local Police are: 
  Rural Beat Manager: PC 16867 Dominic Plumb 

       Your local PCSO is 30538 Emma Tomkies  
  Holsworthy Police: 101, or 999 in emergency 
  Email: 101@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk 

 
  Thornbury Parish Councillors: 
Chair: Keith Hutchings     Vice Chair:  Gaye Tabor 
Trevor Jollow, Tim Priest, Chris Ward, Stephen Sanders, Liz Priest 
Parish Clerk: Thelma Priest 01409 240194 

 

     Get more local information online at www.thornburyhamlets.com 

 

 Produced by ‘Parish Magazine Printing’ - 01288 341617 


