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Welcome to this Royal Edition of the Thornbury Tatler !
Inside you will find information about how the village is to celebrate the Queen’s 90th
Birthday, as well as a separate flier giving you the details of the event and a map of the
location. Please support the village and the Parish Council as we are collecting money
for the Devon Air Ambulance and the North Devon Hospice, as well as offering you the
opportunity of a ‘get-together’.
There are interesting articles about the original Thornbury Manor and its demise, as well
as a Day in the Life of a new (ish) resident, who like last quarter’s contributor, has lived
in many places before coming here. I am also delighted to bring you news of a talented
resident who has written and published a delightfully illustrated children’s book. And on
the subject of books you can read about the new Library arrangements in Devon.
There is quite a lot of church news, including urgent repairs to a bell rope so that the
ringers could ring for the Queen’s actual birthday, details of a new scheme to support
the church and an invitation to join the PCC electoral role to have your say.
Again I would like to appeal for contributors to the Tatler. Please pass on information so
it can be included in the next edition due out at the end of August.
I haven’t been told of any newcomers to the village but we would like to welcome Rob
and Wendy Green who are just over the border in Milton Damerel.
Meg Galley-Taylor, Editor.

261804, or email to tatler@thornburyhamlets.com

www.thornburyhamlets.com

Belated Congratulations !
to Sam and Carmen Hunter of the Bungalow
at Woodacott Cross, on the birth of their
daughter Lexi Reneé on the
19th December 2015
at 6.16 am, weighing
7lb. 15 oz. Here she is
at around 11 weeks.
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Thornbury Celebrates
Her Majesty the Queen’s
90th Birthday
I am sure that by now everybody is aware that the Queen turned 90 on April 21st 2016 and
that consequently there are celebrations ongoing throughout the spring and early summer.
Here in Thornbury Hamlets we also want to mark this achievement and have decided to
have a Royal Garden Party and Barbecue Picnic on the evening of June 11th. The Parish
Council have given money to support it and Ray and Joan Smith have very generously
agreed to host it at their home at Old Park Cottage in Thornbury. For those who attended
the second ‘Thornfest’ charity event recently, you will know what a good location this is and
for those who didn’t, it’s just down the hill from the church towards Thornbury Manor.
Please see the map on the back of the flier that is included in this Tatler. There is plenty of
space under cover, so this event WILL happen, whatever the weather !
We are very keen that everybody should feel welcome to come. If you are new to the
village and don’t know anyone, this a is a great opportunity to meet others. If you have
lived here all your life but don’t know the newcomers, now is your chance to find out about
them. If you need transport to get to the location, we can arrange that too. We will be
raising money for charity as well, and raffle prizes to win, so what’s not to like?
There will be a barbecue with burgers and tea and coffee provided by the Parish Council but
you are very welcome to bring along anything else that you want, such as salads and puds
to eat yourself or share with others. Please also bring your choice of drink including any
alcohol.
To add to the fun, at the end of the evening there will be a Loyal Toast with some bubbly
supplied courtesy of Martin Trevett and his family from South Wonford who are unable to
attend but want to show their support for the village.
So please show your admiration for a remarkable lady, raise a glass with us, and help raise
money for the Devon Air Ambulance and the North Devon Hospice.

Cider and Pasty Walk
Sunday 19th June, start at Kingsford Farm, Woodacott
Starting times: 2.30 pm – 4.30pm
Entrance Fee: £7.00 per person, £3.00 per child
Proceeds for St Peter’s Church, Thornbury
Booking essential - by Wed 15th June, phone
Sara Lawes 261760 or Liz Priest 261312
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Church Services at St. Peter’s :
5th June
9th June
11th June
19th June
26th June
3rd July
9th July
14th July
17th July
24th July
7th August
11th August
13th August
21st August
28th August
4th September
10th September
18th September
25th September

9.30 Holy Communion
8.15 Morning prayer
8.30 Silent Prayer
9.00 Holy Communion
10.00 Saturday Church, Bradford Hall
18.30 Holy Communion
9.30 Patronal Holy Communion
9.30 Holy Communion
10.00 Saturday Church, Bradford Hall
8.15 Morning prayer
8.30 Silent Prayer
9.00 Holy Communion
6.30 Evening Prayer
9.30 Holy Communion
9.30 Holy Communion
8.15 Morning prayer
8.30 Silent Prayer
Saturday Church, Bradford Hall
6.30 Evening Prayer / informal Service
9.30 Holy Communion
9.30 Holy Communion
Saturday Church, Bradford Hall
6.30 Evening Prayer / informal Service
9.30 Holy Communion

The new gate at the Church

Chapel Services at Woodacott :
Chapel Services are all at 11 am.
5th June No Service
12th June Mrs S Risdon
19th June No Service
26th June Mr C Smale
3rd July No Service
10th July Mrs M Hodges
17th July No Service

24th July Rev Martin Keenan, Sacrament
31st July No Service
7th Aug Mr J Guy
14th Aug No Service
21st Aug Mrs E Squire
28th Aug No Service

Details of future services can always be found on the Thornbury Hamlets website, at:
www.thornburyhamlets.com/church-chapel
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Church Fundraisers
Bag Collection – Thank you to everyone who put their bags of clothes in the Church for the
latest bag collection. £60 was raised for St Peter’s.
Coffee Mornings in The Church – we will be holding coffee mornings on 4th June, 2nd July,
6th August and 3rd September, from 10.30 am until 12 noon, in the Church. Please come
along for a coffee and a chat: children and dogs all very welcome. We always have some
wonderful homemade items on the cake/produce stall, a great selection of books for 20p or
50p, a raffle and some bric a brac to browse through. If you would like to donate an hour to
help, or an item for the produce stall, we would be very grateful. All funds go to help
support the running and up-keep of St Peter’s Church.
Thank you to everyone who helped, donated, and supported the Coffee Morning on
Wednesday 4th May at Holsworthy Memorial Hall; we made £246, an excellent amount.
Thank you again to all the helpers, without you we just couldn't do it.

Friends of St. Peter’s Thornbury
Historic buildings need an enormous amount of care and maintenance. They also need
champions, people to encourage their use, and promote their existence.
Churches are generally cared for and managed by volunteers (with input from clergy). They
receive no government funding (unless they receive project specific grant funding), and rely
heavily on voluntary donations.
There are many skills that exist in the communities around our church. Whether it is making
tea or filling in funding applications, cutting the grass or organising an event such as an art
exhibition - these are all important if churches are to
remain a vibrant part of the future of a community,
and a symbol of its rich heritage.
We are planning to set up of a ‘Friends of St. Peter’s,
Thornbury’. The aim is to allow existing and previous
parishioners or those with any connection to St. Peter’s,
to be involved and kept up to date with significant events.
At this stage, we are looking for volunteers to help with
the setting up and initial running of ‘Friends’. If you feel
you can offer some of your time or a specific skill to the
project, please contact David Whitehead on
01409 261777 or e-mail dgswhitehead@gmail.com
Thank you.
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Message from the Reverend Prebendary Kathy Roberts
We seem to live in a world governed by greed. I read recently about the £400 million that
Philip Green pocketed from BHS just before selling it off for £1, leaving 11,000 staff and
20,000 pensioners with an uncertain future because of the £571 million deficit in their
pension fund. I wonder how well he sleeps at night on one of his three super-yachts, the
latest one a mere four storeys high and as long as a football pitch.
According to a study conducted by the Centre for the Study of Integrity at the University of
Essex, Britons are more likely now than they were in 2000 to dodge taxes, have affairs, buy
stolen goods, drive while drunk or even fail to leave a note after damaging a parked car.
Why, asks Paul Vallely, visiting professor in Public Ethics at the University of Chester, should
ordinary folk be any different from greedy bankers, fiddling footballers, dodgy journalists,
paedophile priests, bribe-taking policemen and MPs who cheat on their expenses?
Yet we can do life differently. “If you want others to
be happy, practice compassion. If you want to be
happy, practice compassion”, said the Dalai Lama.
Two boys once walked down a road that led through
a field. The younger boy noticed a man working in
the fields of his farm, his good clothes stacked neatly
off to the side.The boy looked at his older friend and
said, “Let’s hide his shoes so when he comes from
the field, he won’t be able to find them.” The boy
laughed. The older boy thought for a moment and
said, “The man looks poor. See his clothes? Let’s do
this instead: Let’s put some money in each shoe, hide
in these bushes and wait to see how he reacts to
that, instead.” The younger companion agreed. They
carefully placed some money in each shoe and hid
behind the bushes. It wasn’t long before the farmer came in from the field, tired and worn.
He reached down and pulled on a shoe, immediately feeling the money under his foot. He
looked around to see who could have put it in his shoe. He held the money in his hand and
stared at it in disbelief. Confused, he slid his other foot into his other shoe and felt the
coins. The man was overwhelmed. Thinking he was alone, he dropped to his knees and
offered a verbal prayer that the boys could easily hear from their hiding place. They heard
the poor farmer cry tears of gratitude for this unexpected bit of help from unknown hands.
He spoke of his sick wife and his boys in need of food. After a time, the boys crept out from
their hiding place and started their long walk home. They felt good inside, warm, changed
somehow, knowing the good they had done to a poor farmer in dire straits.
I would rather put money into a poor man’s shoes than increase my bank account in a way
that robs others. I prefer sleeping well at night!
Kathy
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Second Thornfest raises money for Church and Charity
Despite less than perfect weather, the second ‘Thornfest’ event on May 21st was enjoyed
by all, and raised £1500 for Icknield School for children with severe learning difficulties and
£150 for St. Peter’s Church (which will help fund new pew Bibles).

The crowd danced the evening away to the sound of the ‘Flower Power Band’ from Exeter,
whilst ‘Gwen & The Good Thing’ bravely performed their afternoon session in wellies !
Thank you from Ray and Joan to all those who gave so generously to these good causes.

St. Peter’s Thornbury P.C.C. News
The Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) was held on the 25 th April in accordance with
Parish rules. Chaired by Rev Preb. Kathy Roberts, the meeting reported events of the year,
together with the already independently audited and agreed accounts. The Parish Giving
Scheme (PGS), as mentioned in the last edition of the Tatler, has been a great success and
we continue to receive fresh support. Thanks to all those who contributed to the church in
any way during 2015. The elected officers are Sara Lawes (Secretary), Mike Chandler and
David Whitehead (Churchwardens). The other members of the PCC are Dorothy Chandler
and Sue Whitehead.
The meeting is open to anybody in the village to attend although voting is only available for
those on the PCC Electoral Roll. We would encourage people to join the Electoral Roll. It is a
simple, short form to complete. There is no charge and it does not commit you to do
anything but it gives you the right to have a say in how the PCC is run. Contact on page 5.
Work on the damp at the back of the church is ongoing and your support will continue to be
needed this year. A new gate has been installed at the road entrance to the cemetery,
thanks to Keith Hutchins and a name plaque has been attached to it. (see picture page 4)

We are looking for a nice bench to put in the churchyard for people who would like some
quiet reflection time. If anybody has one or would like to make a donation for one, this
would be very gratefully received.
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Say Hello to Thornbury’s latest residents !
With many hours sat on a tractor and digger,
there is plenty of time to think …..that’s where
the idea for a children’s book started. I’m
passionate about farming and wanted a way
to try and get children more connected to the
countryside, but in a fun and engaging way. So
with the creation of some cool characters and
fantastic illustrations to bring them to life,
Farmer Jack and Friends were born.
I’ve had the characters in my head for a
number of years, thinking up adventures that
they have down on Shady Acres Farm. My
drawing skills aren’t really worthy of public
display, so I joined forces with Alison Lingley. I
had admired her illustrated cards in several
shops (including Lizzy’s Larder) and was
delighted when she agreed to work with me on this project. Hello Harry Horsepower is the
first book in the Farmer Jack & Friends series - Harry is super excited about moving to Shady
Acres Farm, but after a little too much showing off he ends up in a sticky mess.
So far the book has had great feedback. Receiving videos and photos of children enjoying
the book is so encouraging – I should also have a Facebook page up and running any day
now along with a website.
As well as promoting country life, I wanted the books to have a positive theme – that by
helping each other and working as a team, everyone can grow, be it people, plants or
animals. A local primary school has even contacted me to do a talk about the book and
farming which is fantastic and just what I aimed to do with the book - connecting children
with the countryside.
I’m very grateful for the encouragement from my family to get this project off the ground
and to the local community & businesses for their support in stocking & purchasing the
book so far. Here’s to the next instalment…..
If you would like to purchase a copy,
please contact: matt@farmer-jack.com
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A Tale of Jackdaws, Ropes and Royalty
On Sunday 27th March, the bell rope of the biggest bell (Tenor) in St Peter’s bell tower
broke while one of our group was ringing it. Luckily nobody was injured.
On 1st April (no fooling!) we went up the vertical ladders into the tower to assess the
damage. As is their custom (apparently), jackdaws
had entered the belfry, pushing in large sticks to
make nests, through holes they had made in the
metal grilles, designed to keep them out. It took an
hour and a half to clear the debris from our resident jackdaws with three wheelbarrow loads of
sticks and feathers removed. The holes in the belfry needed to be blocked up with fresh jackdawproof wire. We knew we would have to return to
do this and repair the bell rope as the job had
proved much bigger than expected. It was a fight
against time to have the bells ready to do a celebration ring for the Queen’s birthday on April 21st.

Less than 2 weeks later, just when we thought it was safe to go back into the Thornbury
belfry, we found ourselves clearing out two more wheelbarrow loads of Jackdaw branches,
feathers & choking dust. Had we been able to finish the job first time around and fill in the
football sized hole in the West window grating, all would have been well. However, despite
going armed with almost all the necessary materials to finish the job, it seems the jackdaws
had made fools of both of us. Their work ethic is nothing short of incredible. We had to clear
the same amount of debris as last time before even attempting to put the wire mesh in
place. Ascending the ladders with the skill of men possessed (not sure by what) a clearance
that DFS would have been proud of, was made. Jackdaw repelling mesh was then fitted.
Once done, it was time to introduce our bell hanging expert to the broken rope of the big
Tenor bell. With much grunting and nimbleness, a substitute
rope was attached. The overall length of a rope is about 13m.
(40 feet). Now with a full set of bells (5) in working order, we
could plan our celebration of Her Majesty the Queen's 90th
birthday.
And so it was, on Thursday 21st, the combined talents of the
Bradford and Thornbury bell ringers rang a celebration peal,
first at All Saints’ Bradford and then at St Peter’s Thornbury.
A small crowd gathered to hear the celebration and we thank
you for that. If anyone would like to join our bell ringing
team, please contact David on 01409 261777.
Note: If you see a flock of very angry jackdaws around the
church, please don't tell them where I live!
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Katie Soudry— Lover of Sport, Nature and everything Outdoors!
I was born in 1968 in Edgware where I spent the first 16 years of my life. My father’s side of
the family were true Cockneys, being born within the sound of the Bow bells, whilst my
mother’s side were of Hertfordshire origins. Having said that, I do have Irish, Welsh, German
and even a tiny bit of Devonshire blood in my veins! I have two sisters (a florist and a
psychologist!) plus a half-brother from my Dad’s second marriage.
From an early age I felt a longing to explore, to challenge myself, to be out in the wild and really in touch
with nature and the elements. I developed Wanderlust as I got older and ended up moving again and
again and again, satisfying my desire to move on and
see new things, new places, new people. This lead
me to believe I may have gypsy origins! Amongst
other places I lived in North England
Buckinghamshire, Lincolnshire, Wales, Ireland, the
Limousin and Pyrenees in France and for a very short
period Germany. I am now feeling quite happy and
settled at last in Devon. I feel so lucky to have
Exmoor, Bodmin Moor, Dartmoor and the stunning
coast on our doorstep. These satisfy my need to get
out into wild and desolate places and challenge myself in all weathers.
After being persuaded not to join the Armed
Forces (to my eternal regret) I set out on a
career as a Personal Assistant and worked for
the press in Fleet Street in London, PA to Director of Sony Music, PA to a Chief Pilot of
GHEMS the Air Ambulance and various other
industries. I was never born to be stuck in an
office all day long and eventually turned my
own love of horses and horse-riding into a
paid job and began working as a Yard
Supervisor within a small Stud/Livery Yard and
then a Show-jumping Yard/Equestrian Centre
in Ireland. This led on to me starting my own
business in order to train and rehabilitate equines with behavioural problems or problem
owners as was often the case! After doing this for many years on my own smallholdings I
eventually moved on to a property without land and it felt like a natural point to move on to
other things. I had injured my back in a rather nasty fall from a horse and was in pain with it
for many years. This led me to discovering Pilates and there was no looking back. I also
have a shoulder injury from a pot-holing accident and a knee injury from a skiing accident.
The joys of sport! Although the injuries still remain I have built up enough strength via
Pilates and keeping active to enjoy sport and outdoor activities again and it is very rarely I
am in pain.
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I have since competed in many triathlons and since
moving home to the UK I have joined the Holsworthy
Peloton and am now focusing on really improving my
cycling for sportives, Time Trials and endurance
challenges.

When I’m not working my
days are spent out in this
wonderful countryside either
on long cycle rides or out
walking across the moors or
along the coast where my
spirit feels alive and I feel
most at home. In the past I
have felt a need for
adrenalin and challenge. I’ve done many activities including a
parachute jump, an abseil off a tower block, been up in a glider,
scuba-dived, ridden horses at break-neck speed on beaches and
across country, trekked across mountains in snow blizzards, caved,
pot-holed and the list goes on. I don’t think this desire will ever
leave me, so goodness knowwhat I’ll be up to when I’m 70 but for
now I am just focusing on a few cycling events this year and my mind is turning to thoughts
for a bigger challenge next year.
I live by the ethos that life is too short to worry about what
anybody thinks. You have to live life for yourself, treat others
the way you wish to be
treated and not take
yourself too seriously.
Get out there, challenge
yourselves, explore and
be free, for we never
know when our time
will be up.
That’s me, and I look
forward to learning
more about other new
folk in the area!

Copy Deadline:
Please send all information, events, announcements etc for the Autumn edition of the
Tatler to the Editor by 15th August at the latest.
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However we also found decorated roof ri
strips and many chunks of carved granite
much earlier time and were from a high s
Our wall would have seen so much histor
The site—overlooking St. Peter’s church
know is that the original manor used to be
After his death in 975 his family gave it to Tavistock Abbey who then passed it back to the King afte
Abbey needed to be rebuilt. In the Domesday survey in 1086 the manor was held by Ralph for Knigh
to the first of the Cornu family before passing to the Speccotts in 1271. They were originally from M
onward many of the Speccotts who lived in the manor studied at either Oxford or Cambridge and th
Temple, London. This resulted in two Sheriffs of Devon, Members of Parliament, a Justice of the Pe
actually knighted by James 1. Many of their marriages were to families that we still know of today,
Grenvilles, and you will have seen the memorial believed to be to Humphrey and Elizabeth Speccott

Excavated pieces of granite, showing detailed working

Unfortunately for our wall, thing
leaving all to his widow Katherin
enough. Her father was obvious
Estate had to be sold by the trus
debts. From that time the Mano
to disappear from the records an
is built to take its place.
Apart from the granite building m
keep digging up, you can see oth
walls of the house and old sheds
also an open fireplace in the hou
mark engraved in it to keep witc
spirits from coming down the ch
perfectly!).

We have now come full circle, as once again our bit of the Manor is buried underneath the vegetab
have found out when it was demolished and our next challenge is to find out when it was built.
Lindsey Hutchings, The Barton, Thornbury.
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Some of the vast haul of pottery, tile and glass fragments that was dug up
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Faster Broadband for Thornbury — Update
You may have seen the ongoing debate about the failure to provide all manner of adequate
services in rural areas. This equally applies to broadband, and has led to the term “rural
digital apartheid” being coined to describe the situation where we cannot attract business
and investment due to lack of infrastructure, which in turn leads to lower tax revenues and a
downward spiral. It will also depress house prices as people (rightly) demand a minimum
standard of connection for their families, and won’t consider a property without a good
connection. The announcement of a “right” to fast broadband in the Queen’s Speech failed
to mention that you may have to pay the full commercial cost (may be £ thousands) if you
aren’t part of someone’s existing broadband service rollout plans.
So, how is Thornbury doing in all of this mess ? As I have reported before, BT continue to
work on the FTTP fibre optic cables and boxes around the parish, and little by little we are
closer to being connected. The layout will be as shown in the diagram below. “When will
that be?”, I hear you ask. I’m afraid that the total failure of CDS to plan and communicate
meaningful information continues—the best I have had is this message from 17th May: “Hi. I can confirm Milton Damerel 1 is part of phase 1. Unfortunately I don't have any further
details at the moment as I am still awaiting an update regarding the review of your area. I'm
sorry I can not provide you with more specific details, however I will be in contact as soon as I
have more information.”
Phase 1 of the project is due to be completed in 2016, so we might conclude that we will
have it by Christmas, but don’t put money on it. But I hope it could be sooner than that.
CDS have now recognised that some people will not get an improved broadband connection
under this project, and are now offering vouchers that can provide up to £500 towards the
installation cost of an alternative. My research shows that the only alternative available in
this area would be satellite broadband, which (in my own opinion) has significant
restrictions on speed and a high cost. However, in the absence of anything else being
available in the foreseeable future, you may wish to investigate this further; please go to:
www.connectingdevonandsomerset.co.uk/cds-broadband-voucher-scheme/
The latest news
on broadband is
always on the
“Tatler”
Facebook group
first!
Paul Taylor,
paul@taylor.it
261804
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Libraries Unlimited – the way forward for Devon’s Libraries
Libraries Unlimited is the new staff and mutual community-owned social enterprise, (and
hopefully soon to be charity), which is now running Devon Library Service. This is a big
undertaking as Devon has 50 libraries across the county, but the launch on 23rd April was a
joyous occasion which took place in two venues, Barnstaple Library in the morning, and
Exeter Library, newly refurbished, home to the Fab Lab, Business and IP Centre, and a lovely
children’s library complete with buggy park, in the afternoon! Michael Morpurgo was the
guest of honour at Exeter Library and made an impassioned speech about the importance
of libraries, as important as the NHS, to the health of the nation. Local author Claire Barker
made an emotional speech at the Barnstaple launch about the importance of libraries to
her when a child. Both authors cut huge cakes in the form of a book – what else?
<< At the Libraries Unlimited
launch are chairman Julie Dent,
chief executive Ciara Eastell and
local author Claire Barker.
It has been a huge undertaking,
moving to arms’ length from the
County Council. There is a contract
from Devon County Council to run
the library service for the next five
years, and whilst having to look at
additional funding, libraries need
to continue operating whilst
improving and expanding services.
They will also be free to form
partnerships and be entrepreneurial in the local and wider communities. As a mutual, the
organisation is owned by its staff and the network of library Friends Groups across the
county. The Board has people from the local communities and staff members who bring a
wide range of experience, age and skills. I would encourage everyone in the area to become
a Friend of their local library and get involved – and tell five people a month what libraries
can do for them! The Mission statement makes it quite clear what will guide this new
organisation: “Libraries Unlimited believes in the unlimited potential of library services to
make a positive difference to people’s lives and communities through a shared love of
reading and access to high quality information and facilities.” With talk of doom and gloom
about the future of libraries it is encouraging that in Devon there is faith and vision to start
a new organisation to bring libraries into the 21st century.
See more at: www.librariesunlimited.org.uk
Janet Fisher, Board Member of Libraries Unlimited.
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District Council Report from Philip Hackett
I wrote in the last Tatler that I was hoping that the Full Council would ratify the New Homes
Bonus Protocol. I am delighted to say that this has happened and as a result each ward
within Torridge will have £10,000 per year to allocate towards projects within the ward and
additionally there is the opportunity to bid in to a much larger £200,000 capital pot which
will need to be spread around the whole Torridge district. There are restrictions on
eligibility for funding, but essentially the desire is to create "legacy" type projects which
benefit the community and projects receiving match funding will gain greater chances of
making a successful bid to the capital pot. Please contact me if you have a project which
could benefit, or look on the Torridge District Council website at the full terms and conditions of the fund.
As many of you are aware, the North Devon Healthcare Trust is working under a "Success
Regime" and has published a document entitled 'Case for Change'. I have attended
various meetings recently with the NDHT and have heard various concerns about the state
of the NDHT locally, and the possible effects on Holsworthy Hospital. Whether you are of
the opinion that the NHS is overspending or is underfunded is of minor consequence when
given the stark warning that savings have to be made. Specifics are never actually
mentioned, but it is clear that the current spending is untenable. Cuts of some form will
have to be made.
I am greatly worried about this and no more so when I had to ring for an ambulance in an
emergency on a Saturday afternoon this March. I found a friend in Sheepwash
unconscious. I rang 999 and the operator took almost two minutes for ambulance control
to answer. An ambulance was sent under blue light from Barnstaple and took around half
an hour to arrive. Sadly, this would not have made any difference in this instance. But the
question has to be asked, where were the First Responders from Hatherleigh or
Holsworthy, and why should the ambulance take so long in an emergency? With so many
rural communities in my ward investing in defibrillators, we need appropriate back up if
the patient is to stand any realistic chance of survival. I have twice raised my concern with
the NDHT and NHS who so far have not addressed the central issue of providing emergency
cover. Add to this the issue of care homes closing in Devon at an alarming rate, there are
worrying times ahead.
Philip Hackett (Councillor.Hackett@torridge.gov.uk)

Other Forthcoming Events
11th June: Queen’s 90th Garden Party and BBQ Picnic (see advert)
13th June: Inter Parish Footpath Walk, at 10am meeting in Bradworthy Square
19th June: Cider and Pasty Walk (see advert)
10th August: Parish Council meeting, see notice boards for agenda.
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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting on 10th February 2016
Present
Apologies:

: T.Jollow, K.Hutchings, T. Priest, S. Sanders, C. Ward, Mrs. L. Priest, T.J. Priest.
: G. Tabor.

1. Minutes. Chair signed as a true record. 2. Matters arising from minutes. None.
3. Rural Services Network. No councillor wished to be on their Sounding Board.
4. Devon Air Ambulance. A local area for a landing site was discussed, councillors would be
approaching local land owners, the outcome would be on the next agenda.
5. Community event Queen’s 90th birthday. It was agreed to wait until the ‘slips’ that are
going to be in the next Tatler asking residents for their views have been collected.
6. Fire Service engagement. Mark Sanders has agreed to attend T.P.C. meeting May 11th.
7. T.T.V.S. Citizens Advice, donations. Not at this present time.
8. Update on Thornbury Parish Plan. The ‘thornburyhamlets.com’ website has been reviewed and updated by Paul Taylor who would welcome any feedback from residents.
Business advertisers would be invited to add some text to their notice and any other
resident could place a ‘one off’ advert if they wished.
Parish Plan Implementation group to recruit new members, also each of the group would
contact residents willing to recount any aspect of their job, experiences, etc to assist M.
Galley-Taylor with the editing of the Tatler, she would be including the Queen’s 90th
birthday, and ask any readers for suggestions and whether they would contribute their time
to commemorate this event on June 12th, ‘suggestion slips’ would be include in this
edition, a Flower Festival, Scarecrow event, Treasure hunt ending in a bring and share
supper was suggested.
Thornbury Emergency Plan updated, clerk to contact the co-ordinators for their ongoing
commitment.
Gravestones Project is now completed, hard copies of the Church and Chapel records are
with M. Galley-Taylor who also has some CDs for sale for Ancestry reference.
Thornbury Fun Day: B. Bond would be contacted regarding some new proposals to help
make this annual event a more memorable and productive day for local people.

9.Electoral review of Devon No comments were recorded.
AOB: Thornbury Emergency Plan: All present co-ordinators would carry on with their
respective areas except for Glen Headland, she is replaced by George Worth for the
Lashbrook area, members agreed that Thelma Priest would stay as a Central Co-ordinator
together with Trevor Jollow, any ‘suggestion slips’ given back to them would be passed onto
the clerk and discussed at the next Parish Plan meeting.
First Aid Courses: It was agreed for M. Galley-Taylor to include in the next edition, ‘if any
resident is interested in going on a one day course that possibly T.P.C .could help financially
depending on numbers wishing to do this.
N.D&T local plan; it was agreed for the clerk to contact P. Hackett for his interpretation and
councillors could then meet and discuss further.
T.J. has progressed towards obtaining funding to repair the concrete area around the War
Memorial and it was agreed to also clean and repaint the iron work.
Meeting closed at 9.45pm. Minutes of May 11th next time. Next meeting is August 10th.
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LIKE WHAT YOU SEE ?
The Tatler is funded by our
advertisers, so please mention
that you saw them here
when contacting them.
Thank you

Look for
“Thornbury Tatler”
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LOGS FOR SALE
£50 per dumpy bag
£5 for a small bag
Mixed wood. Collection from The
Barton, Next to Thornbury Church
or Local Delivery Available.
07775070606 or 01409261373
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Emergency Plan Contact Numbers:
Chris Ward
S.Wonford - centre
Tim Priest
S.Wonford - outlying areas
Keith Hutchings
Thornbury - outlying areas
George Worth
Lashbrook & Lopthorne
Trevor Jollow
Thornbury - centre
Tony Gifford
Brendon
Stephen Sanders Woodacott
Thelma Priest
Plan Coordinator
Steve Bond
Snow Warden
General Emergency Numbers:
Police, Fire & Ambulance
Police
Holsworthy Medical Centre
Devon Doctors (out of hours)
A&E – Stratton Hospital
A&E— Bideford/Barnstaple
South West Water (leaks)
Gas Emergencies
Electricity Emergencies
Power cuts (Western Power)
N.H.S. Direct
Torridge District Council
D.C.C. Highways
Environment -S.W.Agency
Samaritans
Victim Support

261459
261673
261373
281336 07966 486575
261291
261374
261626 07971 695091
240194
261123 07970 731044

Emergencies 999
Non-urgent 101
253692
08456 710270
01288 287700
01271 322577
0800 2300561
0800 111999
0800 4085500
0800 6783105
0845 4647
01237 428700
01392 383329
08708 506506
08457 909090
0845 3030900

Your local Police are:
Rural Beat Manager: PC 16867 Dominic Plumb
Your local PCSO is 30538 Emma Tomkies
Holsworthy Police 259461
Email: 101@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk
Thornbury Parish Councillors:
Chairman: Trevor Jollow Vice Chairman: Keith Hutchings
Tim Priest, Chris Ward, Stephen Sanders, Gaye Tabor & Liz Priest
Parish Clerk: Thelma Priest 01409 240194
Get more local information online at www.thornburyhamlets.com

