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Welcome ! 

Welcome to the Spring Tatler, although the weather today is far from spring-like and it 
hardly seems to have stopped raining since I last wrote to you at the end of November.  
This edition looks forward to a year of celebration as we prepare for the 90th birthday of 
the Queen.  All readers are invited to help the village decide what to do to mark this day 
by completing and returning the slip that has been included.  There is also news of a 
separate May music festival being held in Thornbury with proceeds to the Church and to 
children with learning difficulties so I would encourage everyone to support both of 
these. We have news of the Church, including an appeal to help with some urgent 
repairs that are needed where water has got in.  You will also have been given a bag for 
the forthcoming clothing collection so it’s a good time to throw out all those clothes that 
you know you will never get into again and support the Church at the same time. 

As promised I have focussed on Woodacott this quarter with the history of the hamlet as 
well as a day-in-the-life feature of a well-known local who has led a fascinating life 
before settling here.   

The Emergency Plan is being looked at and Lashbrook & Lopthorne have a new contact 
name and number so please see the back page for details.  There have also been 
changes to Policing in the area and again these details are included.   

The new Thornbury Hamlets website is now live, and contains a lot more information 
about the hamlets and their history, links to local businesses and attractions and all the 
dates for Church and Chapel services and other events.  I would like to record my thanks 
to Paul Taylor for his hard work in doing this.  The Facebook group continues to grow 
and is the best place to find the very latest news, so please come and join us ! 
 
Again I would like to appeal for contributors to the Tatler.  Please pass on information so 
it can be included in the next edition due out at the end of May. 

If there are recent newcomers to the village, then nobody has told me about them.  
Please let me know if someone moves into your area so we can welcome them. 

 

Meg Galley-Taylor, Editor.   261804, or email to tatler@thornburyhamlets.com 

Faster Broadband for Thornbury — Update 
 
Sadly, I can only report the progress you can see for yourselves -- more roadworks are being 
done, but nobody at either Devon CC, the CDS project or anyone else has answered my  
requests for a progress report and a go-live date.  I believe that all  ‘civil’ works in the parish 
are nearly complete now, and that the remaining task is to join up the coils of fibre optic 
cable that are draped around poles throughout the hamlets.  It seems unlikely that a first 
quarter completion date (as promised last year) will now be met.  As soon as I have more 
news, it will be on the Facebook group. 
 
Paul Taylor, paul@taylor.it    261804 
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Message from the Reverend Prebendary Kathy Roberts 
 
Recently I read about the childhood of Maya Angelou, the American poet, speaker and 
writer. At the age of seven she was traumatised when she was raped by a neighbour. Soon 
afterwards she told her grandmother what had happened. Her grandmother phoned the 
police and the neighbour was arrested and put in prison. As so often happens to sex 
offenders in prison, he was murdered by fellow inmates. Little Maya Angelou, still trying to 
come to terms with the horror of being raped, bitterly blamed herself for the murder of the 
perpetrator!  

For ten long years following this incident, she was unable to speak or respond normally. She 
was considered handicapped, ‘retarded’ and abnormal. She was institutionalised and placed 
in special schools to try and help her.  Somehow, incredibly, she recovered from the 
wounding and brokenness of her childhood and became the well-known vibrant, gracious, 
gifted woman, full of zest for life and a great sense of humour.  

When asked how she managed to overcome her past, she frequently said that the secret to 
it all was her faith in the resurrection. She would word it like this: resiliency is the key to 
love. 

Stories like this are, as writer Ron Rolheiser says, proof of the resurrection, proof that the 
grave of Christ was empty, proof that love is more resilient than the many things that crucify 
it. Love and laughter go on. (Against An Infinite Horizon, 1995:87)   

At some time in our lives we have all met people like Maya Angelou who have prevailed in 
spite of appalling, circumstances, who have been damaged by life and yet have been able to 
grow strong again and even forgive. That, surely, is resurrection power at work in front of 
our eyes.  Maya Angelou’s story helps us when we feel defeated and hopeless. It reminds us 
that there is a way through to new life. We can move beyond our wounding and brokenness, 
if we want to. Resiliency is the key to love. 

Easter time brings us all an invitation to new life, to love and to resiliency. 

 
 

 
 
 
Congratulations to Lyndsey Priest and Jim Slocombe on the birth 
of their daughter Elsie Grace Slocombe, who was born on  
3rd December 2015 at 8.21am , weighing 7lb 11.05oz  
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Church Services 

 

MOTHERING SUNDAY – Sun 6th March 9.30 am at St Peter’s, Thornbury, everyone welcome. 
 
SATURDAY CHURCH – usually the second Saturday of each month, on 12th March, 16th April, 
14th May. from 10 am til 11 am – informal worship for everyone, whether young in years or 
young at heart, followed by tea, coffee and wonderful snacks!  Bradford Village Hall. 
 
PALM SUNDAY – Sun 20th March at All Saints Bradford 9.30 am 
 
HOT CROSS BUNS & STORY on Good Friday at Bradford Village Hall, Friday 25th March 10 
am til 11 am, all ages welcome. 

 
EASTER SUNDAY – Sun 27th March, 9.30 am at Cookbury Church – there are often a few 
Easter Eggs to be found in the church and churchyard, if you would like to help us find them, 
please come along.  

 
BRADFORD SCHOOL EASTER SERVICE – Wed 23rd March, 2.45 pm at Bradford Village Hall, 
please come along and support our local primary school everyone welcome. 

Chapel Services 

March 6th, No Service.    

March 13th, Mrs C Forster, at 11 am.    

March 20th, No Service.     

March 27th, Rev Martin Keenan, 3 pm. 

April 3rd, No Service.    

April 10th, Rev Martin Keenan, Sacrament 11 am.     

April 17th, No Service.     

April 24th, Mr J Guy  11 am. 

May 1st, No Service.    

May 8th, No Service.    

May 15th, Rev Martin Keenan,  3 pm.    

May 22nd,  No Service.     
May 29th, Mr J Guy   11 am. 

 

Details of future services can always be found on the Thornbury Hamlets website, at: 

www.thornburyhamlets.com/church-chapel 
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Church Fundraisers  
 

BAG COLLECTION – our next bag collection is booked for Monday 25th April, from St Peter’s 
Church. If you have any unwanted clothes, bags, belts, shoes, jewellery (please no bedding, 
duvets or pillows) please put them in a bag (one has been included with your Tatler but you 
can use any bag) and leave in the rear church pews.  Funds to help support St Peter’s 
Church. Thanks in advance for your support. 
 
Coffee Mornings in The Church – we will be holding coffee mornings on 4th June, 2nd July, 
6th August and 3rd September, from 10.30 am until 12 noon, in the Church. Please come 
along for a coffee and a chat: children and dogs all very welcome.  We always have some 
wonderful homemade items on the cake/produce stall, a great selection of books for 20p or 
50p, a raffle and some bric a brac to browse through.  If you would like to donate an hour to 
help, or an item for the produce stall, we would be very grateful.  All funds go to help 
support the running and up keep of St Peter’s Church. 

We also have a Coffee Morning on Wednesday 4th May at Holsworthy Memorial Hall, 9 am 
until 12 noon. This is a great opportunity to get involved with the village and to get to know 
the people within the village – please pop along and support us if you can.  We would be 
delighted if you can spare an hour or two to come along and help serve coffees, look after a 
stall selling cakes or sell tombola tickets. If you cannot come along on the day we would be 
very grateful for any cooking: buns, sponges, cakes, biscuits, quiches, produce, jams, and 
marmalade are always very popular, or items for the tombola – these don’t have to be 
expensive bottles, tins of beans, cans of drinks, books, perhaps a un-used Christmas gift.  We 
can arrange to take any items you might like to donate into the hall.  Please give me a call 
(Liz on 261312) if you are able to come or happy to donate a cake.  Entrance is just a £1 and 
includes your coffee and biscuit.  Funds raised go to help run St Peter’s Church. 

Other Forthcoming Events 

 

Ruby Country Easter Market:  26th March, Hatherleigh market 

Parish Plan Committee:   12th April, 7.30, Woodruff, Thornbury. New members welcome ! 

Fete and Music Festival:  21st May, Old Park Cottage, Thornbury. (See article in this issue) 

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting which will be held on 25th April at 10 am. All those 

on the church electoral roll are welcome to attend. It will be held at The Barn, East 

Wonford. For more information and directions please telephone Sara Lawes on 261760.  
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Parish Giving Scheme (PGS) 

Rather like all of us at this time of year, the Church has a 
lot of bills to pay. As with any building, it needs routine 
maintenance as well as having the occasional emergen-
cy. This is not too surprising for a building which has 
stood since the 14th century! 

We all have to budget to cover problems and St Peter’s 
at Thornbury is no exception. Recently, we have had to 
strip off plaster from two of the walls, where water had 
got in. The repair is ongoing, although it has not affected 
our Church services, which continue as normal. 

Whether you attend church or not, we all like to have a 
Parish church in the village. Often, people who have left 
the area like to keep in touch via the Thornbury Tatler, 
for example, or have fond memories of their time here 
and would like to give something back to the village.  

Now there is a way you can help support this institution. There is a Parish Giving Scheme 
which enables you to give regular amounts to the church (monthly, quarterly or annually) 
through your bank. It can be done anonymously, if you wish. All you have to do is complete 
the simple one page form enclosed in the leaflet pack which gives a full explanation of how 
the system works & why it is needed. If you are a tax payer and sign the ‘Gift Aid’ box, the 
church receives a further 25% tax back on your kind offering. The form is available either 
from the back of the church or from the PCC treasurer, David, on 01409 261777.  

Thank you in advance for your support. Remember, every little helps! 
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Traditional Fete and Live Music Festival – Saturday 21st May 2016 

On 21st May there will be an afternoon Fete and an evening Music Festival to be held at the 
home of Joan and Ray Smith in Thornbury in aid of St Peter’s Church and Icknield School 
which supports children with severe learning difficulties.  Entry to the Fete is free and there 
will be traditional games and side shows.  Tickets for the live music event in the evening are 
£10.  Sixties tribute band ‘Carnaby Street’ will bring their high energy performance back to 
Thornbury, with support from upcoming band ‘Gwen & The Good Thing’ and a disco. There 
will be a catering van present throughout, there will be a cash bar and people are welcome 
to bring their own drinks to the 
events.  Everyone is very welcome 
to attend one or both events and 
Ray and Joan aim to raise lots of 
money for these good causes.  
Tickets for the Festival will be 
available soon so contact   
Joan on 261774 for more details.  
Last year’s event was very 
successful and was blessed with 
good weather.  The afternoon fun 
kicks off at 12 noon and the 
evening of music at 7.00. 

Fire Safety message from the Fire Brigade 

If you’re over 55 you are at a 50% greater risk of being a victim of fire. Our Technicians can 

offer practical advice on how to keep yourself and your loved ones safe. The visit takes less 

than 30 minutes, and we will fit a free smoke detector if required. 

You are important to 

us. If you would like a 

free home fire safety 

check or know of an 

older person who 

might benefit, please 

call 0800 05 02 999. 



Thornbury Tatler       March 2016 

 

Spring in the Beehive 

Now that spring is approaching the next phase of beekeeping begins.  The bees were fed 
with sugar syrup in late autumn to help supplement the frames of honey I left in the hives to 

feed them through the winter months.  Around 
Christmas they were all treated with oxalic acid 
vapour as a control against varroa mite (see      
picture to see how big these things are compared 
with a bee) and they will be treated later in the 
summer when all the honey has been taken off. 

We spent a morning spinning out last year’s honey 
crop.  We try and do it when it’s too cold for the 
bees to fly, however, this winter has been 
unusually mild and the bees have flown on days 

when the temperature is over 50 degrees F.  So this year we were out of luck and it was 
about 20 minutes before one bee scouted us out and within minutes we were surrounded 
by hundreds. In preparation for this year’s honey I have been making up new frames (see 
picture below) with wax foundation, repairing old hives and making a couple of new ones. 

The crunch comes when I open up the hives for the first time in spring.  Will the bees have 
survived the winter well or will I be faced with the sad sight of a colony which has collapsed 
and is empty but for a few dead bees in the bottom?  That is yet to come when it eventually 
stops raining and we get a mild day. 

We have plenty of honey for sale and if you 
suffer from an allergy such as eczema or 
asthma, local honey is far more efficacious 
than honey from elsewhere. 

Should you ever find a bee swarm please let 
me know as I am designated by Holsworthy 
Beekeepers to pick them up in this area. 

Ian the Beekeeper, February 2016. 
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Himalayan Balsam – an invasive pest 

Scientific name: Impatiens glandulifera 

AKA: Policeman’s Helmet, Indian 
Balsam, Jac y Neidiwr (Welsh) 

Native to: West and central Himalayas 

Habitat: Found mostly on river banks 
and in damp woodland, can grow in 
other damp habitats 

This is a tall (up to 2m), attractive,  
annual herb with explosive seed 
heads. Although easy to identify as a 
mature plant with its pink-purple 
flowers, fleshy stem and characteristic 
leaves, the seedlings and last year’s 
dead stems of this annual are more 
difficult to spot. It was introduced as a 
garden plant in the early 19th century 
and first recorded in the wild in 1855 
and it is still often favoured by the 
general public for its aesthetic appeal and is still deliberately planted on occasion. It is now 
widespread in the UK, especially along urban rivers where is spreads solely by seeds, which 
are small and easily carried by wind or water. It out-competes native species in ecologically 
sensitive areas, particularly riverbanks,  where it grows in dense stands along river banks and 
can impede flow at times of high rainfall, increasing the likelihood of flooding. Die back of 
extensive stands over winter can leave river banks bare and exposed to erosion. 

Himalayan balsam is listed under Schedule 9 to the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 with 
respect to England and Wales. As such, it is an offence to plant or otherwise allow this 
species to grow in the wild. For details of legislation go to  www.nonnativespecies.org  which 
will also help you to identify whether or not you have the plant. 

If you have this on your land or in your garden, then it needs to be pulled up and burnt.  
Don’t compost it as it won’t kill the seeds and you will simply spread it around.   

Help wanted 

Gardener / Handy Person needed for about 3 hours, one day a week in Thornbury.  If you 

are interested, please contact Ray Smith on 01409 261774. 



Thornbury Tatler       March 2016 

 

Riding and Sailing through Life : by Jill Wiltshire 
 

When I was a child growing up in East Cornwall, I 
was surrounded by shire horses, we had about 20 
at any one time and of course I wanted to ride the 
nearest one. When I was big enough I learned to 
ride on Polly (pictured right). She was a 14.2 cob - 
far too strong for a 4-5 year old to control so my 
father used to run alongside. Eventually they gave 
up the unequal struggle and bought me my own 
pony. Sally (pictured below) was a 12.2 Dartmoor 
and with her I gained my freedom. We used to 
hack out all over the place sometimes meeting up 
with friends. Pony club was next and I used to hack 
to rallies sometimes as far as Liskeard or Pensilva. 
Not much traffic around in those days, or horse-

boxes! Eventually I outgrew Sally and along came Skipper who was with me until I started 
work. At about the same time our land was designated for housing, so all the horses had to 
go … a very sad day for everyone.  
 
I then married a chap who flew Buccaneers off aircraft 
carriers, and married life took us all over the place. One of 
the happiest was in Northern Ireland. We lived just outside 
Derry in married quarters during the years 1969 to 72. Taking 
care to avoid the 'troubles', we used to escape to Co Mayo 
where we had a small cottage. There were plenty of horses 
around and I used to ride whenever I could on assorted 
steeds from Irish Draft to TBs, in fact anything with four legs. 
On returning to England we were at Yeovilton in Somerset 
and the Marines kept horses near Bovingdon Camp and 
whenever I could I would ride them on the tank ranges.  
Eventually my marriage failed and I returned to Cornwall 
where I met Ian. He had been farming in Lancashire for years 
and had also returned to Cornwall. We were both keen 
sailors so we decided to buy a yacht and live aboard in the 
Mediterranean. After a trip to the south of France we bought 
a Dutch built 63 foot steel ketch and returned in the winter to refit her and get her afloat. 
We spent that winter in St Tropez and then set sail for the Balearics where we had arranged 
to meet up with the family. Palma in Mallorca became our base for the next few years. We 
sailed in the summer and worked in the winter to finance ourselves. One day, a couple 
turned up at the stern of ‘Boarhound’ and enquired about her. They were Dutch and looking 
for a big boat to go chartering. To cut a long story short we had a meal with them on their 
yacht that evening and then went to the pub and at ten o'clock we literally swapped boats: 
much to the astonishment of all the yachtties who by now had got wind of what was afoot.  
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Next morning they came alongside in their 
40’ Cheoy Lee and once we had sorted the 
paperwork we unloaded our stuff on to 
‘Impulsive’ and they loaded theirs on 
‘Boarhound’ (pictured right). A few days later 
they sailed off with a charter party and we 
spent the rest of the summer relaxing and 
enjoying the sailing. Eventually we had to 
return to the UK as Ian's mother was unwell 
so we sailed back to Plymouth. We managed 
to find work and decided to sell ‘Impulsive’, 
and bought a cottage in Cawsand. 
 

One day we sat overlooking Plymouth Sound 
and the yachts sailing on sparkling blue water 
and got the bug again. This time we bought a 30 foot gaffer called ‘Swift’. She was a very 
pretty boat and on one occasion we were chased up Fowey harbour by some people who 
thought she was so special they had to speak to us! By now we had moved from Cawsand to 
Wilcove and sold ‘Swift’. Then one day we spotted and ad in Yachting World for a teak sloop 
lying in Scotland. Ian set off on the sleeper and bought her. She was on the island of Eriska 
north Of Oban and the next spring we went to sail her back to Plymouth, this time with the 
cat and dog as crew. We came down the Irish Sea calling into Bangor and Dunmore East 
before setting off for Lands End. It was rather foggy and we knew we had gone far enough by 
the log and could smell wet earth. Luckily the mist lifted and we had the Longships light dead 
ahead. 

We had several happy years sailing ‘Shuna’ but Ian damaged his back and eventually we had 
to sell her as he could not spend any time on her without suffering great pain. To have a 
complete change of lifestyle seemed a good idea so we bought a smallholding near 
Cardinham. One day Ian came home with a sow and before we knew it we had about 300 
pigs! Plus assorted fowl, sheep and Dexter cows. Rapidly outgrowing the place we moved to 
larger premises in Week St. Mary. Sadly, the foot and mouth epidemic came along just as we 
were cutting back on the numbers and we decided to sell up and move. That's how we came 
to Woodacott with our flock of sheep and cows. In the meantime I had been helping a chum 
with her riding stables and met a family who were emigrating to France with their herd of 
Arabs. They were selling off a few youngsters and I bought Percy. He was an unbroken 2 year 
old and everyone thought I was raving mad to take him on at my age. Well, we backed him 
and I have been riding him since (with a few mishaps) he is now rising 16 and at times going 
on 3! Never a dull life and we are both growing old disgracefully together. 

Copy Deadline:   

Please send all information, events, announcements etc for the Summer edition of the 

Tatler (which will feature Thornbury) to the Editor by 15th May at the  latest. 
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Focus on …. Woodacott 
 

 Early History and origins  

There is no mention of Woodacott in 
Domesday Book, however Week, which 
is rendered at Wiche, is mentioned: 

 

A rough translation of this is:  “3 ploughs can plough it.  The Lord has 1 plough and the villeins 
have 1 ploughs.  It has 3 villeins and 3 serfs, 5 acres of wood, 10 acres of meadow, 15 acres of 
pasture.  It is worth 20 shilling.” 

In both 1066 and 1086 the Lord is given as Aldred, brother of Odo and it is quite a small 
settlement paying very little tax.  In ancient times the name was spelt WODECOTE and was said 
to be the home of Aungerede de Wodecote. 

 

Woodacott and Week in 1830, 1839 and 1841 

Today, Woodacott is divided into the area around the green and adjacent to Week, which we 
think of as Woodacott, and Lower Woodacott, but at the time of the Tithe map in the 1839 
there was still almost no settlement around 
what is now the Green with the only build-
ings being Frogapool and the original 
Chapel on the north corner of the cross 
roads.   Week is shown as quite a substan-
tial settlement, as is what we now call  
Lower Woodacott.  

This is a page from the 1830 Rent Book 
showing Week.  It shows the lease granted to 
Charles Hambly by William Frye Esq in 1786.  
The lease for North Week was held by George 
Callaway.   

The main landowners in 1839 were Elizabeth 
Frances Spencer and Arthur Hutchings and 
the land was occupied by some very familiar 
names including Wonnacotts, Priests, 
Sanders, Jefferys and Skinners.  Back in the 
1900’s Lower Woodacott consisted of several 
smallholdings and a lane that is now not in 
use joined up with a cart track that went 
down towards Portlane bridge.  This was 
constantly in use at that time and can be 
seen on the Tithe map.   

< Week in 1839 
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Lower Woodacott in 1839 > 

 
More recent history 

Mains water arrived in 1952 just ahead 
of Lashbrook and in 1957 Woodacott got 
electricity.  The hamlet was served by a 
mobile butcher and a baker and an egg 
merchant called on the inhabitants to 
buy their eggs.  As he came on a 
Wednesday, most of the parishioners 
were at the Holsworthy Livestock Market 
so he would leave the money for their 
eggs on the table.  A post office ran at 
Parkville for a number of years, and it 
then moved to the Manor Inn, then to 
Windy Cross, and finally to Oakleigh back in Woodacott, closing in 1996. The shop at Windy 
Cross also sold many items and the locals would bring their catch of rabbits there to be weighed 
then put on a train bound for the London market.  The Blacksmiths opposite the Village Green 
also sold cigarettes, tobacco and petrol. If a villager wanted a can of petrol and the proprietor 
was closed he would leave it outside for the buyer to collect and pay later. This is now the 
centre of activity in the hamlet under the helpful hands of Richard Poole.   

The Wesleyan / Methodist Chapel 

The first Woodacott chapel was built in 1833 and is shown on the 1839 map on the north of the 
cross roads in the centre of the hamlet.  Then in 1891 this was replaced by the one being used 
today and the original chapel became the Sunday School.  Local farmers helped with carriage of 
materials ,and stones to build it with were brought from a local quarry.   The interior of the 

Chapel has remained largely 
unchanged but in 1969 it was 
renovated and re-opened with 
great festivities with queues of 
people stretching across the 
Green and teas and cake served 
in adjacent fields.  This picture  
shows amongst others, a very 
young Trevor Jollow, Keith 
Hutchings and Jeremy Bond. 
 

Learn more about each of the 
Hamlets on the website at: 

www.thornburyhamlets.com 
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District Council Report from Philip Hackett 
 
There have been many developments in Torridge since Christmas. The Local Government 
Boundary Commission are undertaking a review in Torridge this year as several of our 
wards, principally Westward Ho! (+28%) and Winkleigh (+23%) have too many electors 
for their ward size. Our ward of Coham Bridge with an electorate of around 1,350 has 9% 
fewer voters than the average ward. Without doubt any changes made to accommodate 
the projected population increase in the Bideford area will have a knock on effect on all 
the wards within Torridge. Coham Bridge ward will change in some way, maybe the 
parishes may change, or even the name of Coham Bridge could be expunged from the 
political map of Torridge. The review was discussed at the last Full Council meeting and it 
was resolved that Torridge would argue to maintain the current council size of 36 
members to enable it to provide an effective administration for representation, 
governance and decision making.  The Boundary Commission will be asking both Parish 
Council and individual voters what representations they would like to make. These 
representations should address community interests and identities (which parishes do 
you identify with). If you want Coham Bridge to stay the same give your reasons. If you 
wish to put forward an alternative, provide evidence to support your argument. If you 
wish to get involved go to www.lgbce.org.uk. The consultation on division patterns will 
run from 26th April to 4th July, with a further consultation on draft recommendations 
during September and October prior to final recommendations being published on 10th 
January 2017. The order will come in to force for the 2019 elections. 

I am delighted to announce that, subject to Full Council agreement on 22nd February, the 
New Homes Bonus Protocol will be introduced for the start of the 2016/7 financial year. 
This scheme, which is funded by the money Torridge District Council receives from 
building new homes in the district, will give each ward £10,000 per year and in addition 
give the ward councillor the ability to bid into a £200,000 corporate funding pot for 
community projects for the benefit of residents. There are terms and conditions which 
can be found on the TDC website. The key message is that this fund will seek to provide 
tangible benefits to all wards throughout the district and will enable substantive projects 
to be undertaken, especially if match funding is secured.   

There is one recent piece of news that concerns me greatly, and I hear it with a heavy 
heart. The issue of bed closures has again been raised by the NHS locally. When we heard 
that the NDHT had adopted the report back in October which recommended that the 
beds in Holsworthy were safe “for now” I realised that his was not going to be a long 
term commitment. Notwithstanding this I was taken aback that this new and substantive 
threat should be raised as soon as February. My concern is that the number of beds will 
be reduced from the current 16 in Holsworthy to a lesser figure which will then allow the 
NDHT to use the argument that the in patient beds in Holsworthy are not economically 
viable. Make no mistake I will fight for the beds to remain open and I will be speaking to 
Geoffrey Cox when he meets with District Councillors on 26th February to gain his 
support and help fight for our cherished local hospital.   
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News from the Parish Council 

The Emergency Plan is currently being reviewed and there have been a couple of changes.  
George Worth will replace Glen Headland as the contact for Lashbrook and Lopthorne and 
whilst Thelma will remain as the Coordinator, Trevor Jollow will act as a ‘deputy’ in the 
event that Thelma is unable to carry out the coordination role.  Contact details are on the 
back page of The Tatler. 

The Parish Council would also like to invite any residents who would like to 
attend a one day First Aid Training Course so that they can provide emergency 
first aid to fellow residents, to contact the them.  There is some financial support 
available for this, depending on the numbers wishing to take up the offer. 
 
 

Information for all local businesses — Leader 5 funding is now available  

What is Leader 5?  -  It is a European funding programme delivered at a local rural level 
here in North Devon. It is a competitive grant process and 70% of the funding must be used 
to create direct economic benefit either creating new employment or growing a rural 
business. 

How much is on offer? – North Devon have been successful in securing £2.325m.  This will 
make it one of the biggest programmes in the country, out of 80 across England.  Grants 
start from £2,500 and businesses apply for 40% of their capital project costs or up to 
£35,000 whichever is lower.   It will help to support the following:- 

Increasing farm productivity          Micro/small enterprise including farm diversity 
Rural tourism        Rural services   Forestry productivity      Culture and heritage activity 

How do I access this funding? – www.leader5.co.uk  for information or email 
to leader5@northdevonplus.co.uk  

The fund is open to communities, organizations and local businesses.  The application 
process is in two stages: Outline and Full application.  There is an Applicant Handbook on 
the website. 

Who delivers the programme? – The Leader programme for Torridge and North Devon is 
delivered by the Local Action Group (LAG) which is made up of volunteers across all of the 
priority sectors as well as the local authorities. 

I sat on the LAG for the previous Leader 4 programme and was delighted to be appointed to 
the Leader 5 group.  We have several Outline Applications in the pipeline ready to be 
appraised and the first Full Application has gone for consideration. It is an excellent 
programme which brings much needed resources to the rural economy. 

Please let me know if you need any help accessing information. 

Gaye Tabor 01409 261100 
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Winter sunrise over 

Parkville, Thornbury 

Captured by Eddie Comper 

The 90th Birthday of HRH Queen Elizabeth II 

The Queen will be 90 this year.  Her birthday on April 21st 1926 is something I have always 
known as my mum was born just 2 days later on the 23rd, St George’s Day and Shake-
speare’s birthday as she liked to remind me.  Sadly, my mum died a long time ago so I am 
really pleased that the Queen is alive and so fit and well on her 90th birthday.  When she 
reaches that landmark she will become the first reigning British monarch to reach 90.   

However, there won’t just be celebrations on 
April 21st, they will extend throughout April, 
May and June.   The Queen will be at Windsor 
for her birthday but then from May 12th to 
15th there will be a 90-minute long 
extravaganza with 900 horses and more than 
1,500 riders and performers.  The Queen will 
attend the last night and ITV will be showing 
this in a two-hour live broadcast.  From June 
10th to 12th there will be a number of events 
including the Trooping of the Colour on June 
11th and the Patron’s Lunch on Jun 12th.  

All over the country communities will be organising events to mark this milestone and we 
would like to do the same.  Various ideas have been proposed including a Flower Festival, a 
Scarecrow event or a Treasure Hunt ending in a ‘Bring and Share’ meal.  This would probably 
be on the weekend of June 11th/12th. 

Do you have ideas?  Would you come to an event?  Are you prepared to help organise it?   
 
You will find a slip inside this Edition of the Tatler where you can share ideas and make 
offers of help.  Please complete these and return them to your local Emergency Coordinator 
shown on the back page of the Tatler or email the Tatler Editor  at:  
tatler@thornburyhamlets.com.  
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Staff changes at  Holsworthy Police Station 

PC Andy Moakes has now retired with immediate effect. 

PC Caroline Franklin who is currently on Maternity leave, will go to 
Launceston when she returns to duty in the spring. 

In consequence, PC Dominic Plumb who has moved from Launceston takes 
over as our Rural Beat Manager along with PC Linda Bealey who is now the 
Rural Beat Manager for the other rural parishes. 

PCSO Mark James who has been covering half of the rural parishes since Beverley left us is 
now taking on a new dual Fire/PCSO role so he needs to stay close to Town to be available 
for callouts.   He will therefore work in Town and PCSO 30538 Emma Tomkies will take over 
his rural parishes.  Welcome Emma ! 

 

Did you know that the local NHS has a Patient Advice and Complaints Team?  

NHS Northern, Eastern and Western Devon Clinical Commissioning Group (NHS NEW Devon 
CCG) patient advice and complaints team is a service to provide patients, carers, family 
members, the public and staff with help, advice and support with concerns or comments 
relating to NHS services. The team provides free and confidential help to investigate and 
resolve problems as they happen and aims to do this as quickly as possible. They can also 
organise in-depth investigations of any problems relating to healthcare across a number of 
different services.  Hearing from patients helps us to make improvements and gives us early 
warnings of system problems. It is very important for the CCG to hear when things are going 
wrong. 

You can contact us on the phone on 01392 267665, or 0300 123 1672, or text us at 07789 

741099, or email: pals.devon@nhs.net  
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Look for 

“Thornbury  Tatler” 

LIKE WHAT 

YOU SEE ? 

 

The Tatler is funded 

by our advertisers, 

so please mention 

that you saw them 

here when 

contacting them. 

Thank you 
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LOGS FOR SALE 

 

£50 per dumpy bag 
£5 for a small bag 

 
Mixed wood. Collection from The 
Barton, Next to Thornbury Church 

or Local Delivery Available. 
 

07775070606 or 01409261373 
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Emergency Plan Contact Numbers: 
     Chris Ward    S.Wonford - centre      261459 

Tim Priest     S.Wonford - outlying areas   261673 
Keith Hutchings       Thornbury - outlying areas   261373 
George Worth          Lashbrook & Lopthorne                  281336  07966 486575 

     Trevor Jollow    Thornbury - centre      261291 
Tony Gifford    Brendon       261374 

     Stephen Sanders   Woodacott       261626   07971  695091 
     Thelma Priest          Plan Coordinator                               240194 

Steve Bond    Snow Warden                           261123   07970 731044 
 

General Emergency Numbers: 
Police, Fire & Ambulance   Emergencies   999 
Police       Non-urgent     101 
Holsworthy Medical Centre   253692 
Devon Doctors (out of hours)   08456 710270 
A&E – Stratton Hospital    01288 287700 
A&E— Bideford/Barnstaple   01271 322577 
South West Water (leaks)  0800 2300561 
Gas Emergencies      0800 111999 
Electricity Emergencies    0800 4085500 
Power cuts (Western Power)  0800 6783105 
N.H.S. Direct     0845 4647 
Torridge District Council    01237 428700 
D.C.C. Highways     01392 383329 
Environment -S.W.Agency   08708 506506 
Samaritans     08457 909090 
Victim Support     0845 3030900 
 
Your local Police are: 
Rural Beat Manager: PC 16867 Dominic Plumb 

     Your local PCSO is 30538 Emma Tomkies  
Holsworthy Police 259461 
Email: 101@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk 

 
Thornbury Parish Councillors: 
Chairman: Trevor Jollow      Vice Chairman: Keith Hutchings 
Tim Priest, Chris Ward, Stephen Sanders, Gaye Tabor & Liz Priest 
Parish Clerk: Thelma Priest 01409 240194 

 

     Get more local information online at www.thornburyhamlets.com 


