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Welcome to the Autumn Thornbury Tatler ! 

 
…….although it hardly feels as if we have had any summer so let’s hope for an Indian one.     
We have had quite a busy summer of events, by Thornbury’s standard anyway, and you will 
find reports of them in this edition which also gives you notice of a few more, including a 
Harvest Supper and a Big Breakfast at Bradford Village Hall and the Bradworthy Ploughing 
Match, as well as a Fun Day at Blackberry Farm Shop.  The ever popular Pizza and Pint 
evenings at the Thornbury Holiday Park will continue into the Autumn and they hope to be 
able to put on Fish and Chip and Curry evenings as well.  If you haven’t sampled the delights 
of a fresh-baked pizza then get along there on Thursdays.  Lisa and Paul are also organising a 
MacMillan Coffee morning on Sept 29th at the Holiday Park. 

We have two new advertisers, Hallwood Farm Fresh Vegetables and Blackberry Farm Shop, 
and we welcome their support as it is advertising that allows us to deliver these little 
magazines to you free of charge.  Please support them. 

Meg Galley-Taylor, Editor.          Call 261804, or email to: tatler@thornburyhamlets.com 
 
Copy Deadline: Please send all information, events, announcements etc for the Winter 
edition of the Tatler to the Editor by 15th November at the latest. We are always happy to 
have articles from residents on any topic you want to share with the rest of the community. 

www.thornburyhamlets.com 

Announcements: 
Congratulations to Ed Ward of South Wonford on his engagement to 
Kirsty Bennet from Newquay, on 11th June. 

We also celebrate the marriage of Heather Sharp, daughter of Ruth 
and Jeremy Sharp of Lower Grawley, Gidcott, to John Wilcox at St. 
Peter’s Church, Thornbury on August 4th 2017. 

Congratulations also to Sara and Chris from Homeleigh, Ley Cross on 
their recent wedding. 

We extend a very warm welcome to all of these new arrivals in the parish: 
 
Malcolm and Lisa Beck and Gracie to Frogapitt, Woodacott 

Lili Hansen and Carl Lombard to West Lopthorne 

Rowland and Jacqui Sharland to Yamass, Woodacott 

And a belated welcome to Nick and Caroline Catling to Sycamore House (formerly the 
Woodacott Arms).  
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Forthcoming Events in and around Thornbury Hamlets: 
 

2nd September   Coffee Morning at St. Peter’s Church, 10.30 
9-10th September Bradworthy Ploughing Match & Produce Show (see page 14) 
11th September Interparish Walk - Clawton. Meet at Village Hall 
17th September Big Breakfast at Bradford  & Cookbury Hall (see page 7) 
17th September Open Farm Funday, Blackberry Farm Shop (see p 15) 
22nd September Harvest Supper at Bradford & Cookbury Hall, 6pm (see above) 
27th September Coffee Morning at Memorial Hall, Holsworthy 
29th September  Macmillan Coffee Morning, Thornbury Holiday Park, 10.30  
9th October  Interparish Walk - Bradworthy. Meet in Bradworthy Square 
8th November  Parish Council Meeting, Woodacott Chapel, 7.30 pm 
13th November  Interparish Walk - Pyworthy. Meet at Village Hall 

Watch the ‘Thornbury Tatler’ Facebook page for details of further events at Thornbury 
Holiday Park— this summer’s Pizza Nights will continue into Sep and Oct, but likely be 
bi-weekly or monthly. They also have a plan for other food nights such as Fish and 
Chips and Curry evenings.  

Church Coffee Mornings : 
The last one for this year will be on 
Saturday 2nd September, 10.30 to 12.  
We will also be in the Memorial Hall 
on 7th September.   
 
Coffee, tea, cakes and a 
raffle, plus giftware and 
other stalls. 

Inter-Parish Walk: 
The next walk will be on  11th September, 
from Clawton.  If you need any more info, 
please ring Evelyn Sharman on 259848. 
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Church Services at St. Peter’s : 
 
02 September: 7.00 pm Compline 
14 September: 8.15 am Morning Prayer, 8.30 am Silent Prayer, 9.00 am Holy Communion 
17 September: 6.30 pm, Healing Service 
24 September: 9.30 am, Holy Communion 
 
For future details, check the notice boards at the front of the church.  You can also download 
the full listing of all services across the Benefice, from the Thornbury Hamlets website at: 
 
www.thornburyhamlets.com/church-chapel/ 

Chapel Services at Woodacott : services at 11am unless otherwise stated 
 
Sept   3rd,  Mr John Guy 11 am.   
Sept  10th,  No Service.   
Sept  17th,  Mr Courtney Drew,  Harvest Festival  3 pm.   
Sept  24th,  No Service. 

Oct  1st,  No Service.   
Oct  8th,   Mr Cedric Parish  11 am.  
Oct  15th,  No Service.   
Oct  22nd,  Rev Martin Keenan, Sacrament, 11 am.    
Oct  29th,  No Service. 

Nov  5th, No Service.    
Nov  12th, Mr Chris Andrew, Remembrance 11 am.   
Nov  19th, No Service   
Nov  26th,  Mr Vic Bickle  11 am. 

Thornbury Holiday Park 

Friday 29th September 

 10.30am 

Lisa and Paul would like to invite you to join 

them as they host a Coffee Morning to raise 

money for Macmillan Cancer Support. 

 

World’s Biggest Coffee Morning is a nationwide event and is all about getting together for a 

nibble and a natter for a great cause. If you’d like to bake or buy a cake to donate to the 

event that would be much appreciated. Please call Lisa on 07930 378757 to let her know.  
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Church News 

It’s difficult to know if the summer has come and gone or if we still have some sunshine to 
look forward to. Let’s be optimistic and say the latter. Yet again, the last three months have 
flown by. I am happy to report that all the maintenance work carried out last year and this 
has really made a difference to keeping the damp out and making the church feel much 
cosier. 

Our fundraising has gone well with coffee mornings in both the church and Holsworthy 
Memorial Hall, a well attended Cider and Pasty walk and a wonderful contribution from the 
Thornbury Fete. Well done and heartfelt thanks to all who have helped in these various 
events. We would struggle without your kind efforts. On June 10th we celebrated Her 
Majesty the Queen’s birthday by ringing the church bells, making 91 changes, one for each 
year of her wonderful life. We are still on the lookout for bell ringers. Whether novice or 
experienced, we would welcome you to our small, friendly group. 

Some of you will have seen the new slabs which have 
been laid in the porch of the church. The old ones were a 
serious trip hazard as well as becoming damp at the first 
sign of rain, which as we all know, is never far away.    
Steve, our builder, has done a great job. We are looking 
for someone in the community who is willing to take   
responsibility for the management of the graveyard. Mike 
Pett and Co. kindly keep the grass under control but some 
of the trees & undergrowth need attention.  
 

In Autumn we will be looking to have a working party to clear the debris. All volunteers 
gratefully accepted. Anyone with horticultural knowledge please contact me or anyone on 
the PCC.  

We are approaching Harvest festival time, and this year we are planning a joint Harvest 
Supper with Bradford and Cookbury churches, to be held on Friday 22nd September, 6pm 
for 6.30pm, at Bradford village hall. Please see separate advert and insert and put the date 
in your diaries now.  Some entertainment will be provided, together with a raffle. There will 
be no charge for admission but donations will be gratefully received and given to Christian 
charities. 

There are a number of new members of our community. Welcome to Karl Lombard and Lili 
Hansen of West Lopthorne Farm. Also new to the area are Rowland and Jacqui Shapland of 
Yamass, Woodacott. We hope you all enjoy the delights of North Devon. 

All our services are printed in the Tatler as well as being posted on the Church notice boards 
and on the large notice board on the Church gate. Come and join us; you are assured of a 
warm welcome! 

David Whitehead :  Churchwarden, 261777 or 07935005733, dgswhitehead@gmail.com 
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 A message from Revd. Preb. Kathy Roberts 
  

Practise random deeds of kindness and senseless acts of beauty – so the saying goes.  

Kindness is not new but it does appear to be hardwired into us! A while 
ago I was heading for Paddington station from Heathrow, having just 
returned from holiday. In my befuddled state I got onto the 
underground train instead of the Heathrow Express – and on arrival at 
Paddington discovered that there are a lot of stairs up to the station 
concourse. A large heavy suitcase made progress upwards 
embarrassingly slow, until a young man came past and said ‘Let me 
help you’, took my suitcase, deposited it at the top of the stairs and 
vanished into the commuter crowd. I don’t know why he did it.  

Kindness wasn’t new when Jesus told the story of the Good Samaritan who stopped to help 
a man who had been beaten and robbed. The story itself is remarkable because normally 
Samaritans and Jews would have nothing to do with each other. The men who walked past 
the Jew lying senseless in the road were also Jews! The Samaritan looked beyond racial and 
cultural divides. He felt compassion for a stranger in difficulty and, at some cost to himself, 
aided his recovery. He gained nothing other than the satisfaction felt when you know 
you’ve done the right thing. 

How do you feel when you’ve helped out somewhere, or visited a person in need?  There’s 
a sense of ‘I’m glad I did that’, even though you might have been inconvenienced. And, your 
spirits are lifted, because somehow, you’ve done something that is really meaningful.     

Someone said that kindness is not just purely a matter of self-interest. Yes, it feels good, but 
it’s not like a glass of beer, where you know how you’ll feel during and afterwards. It’s hard 
to comprehend the reward for kindness in advance, even if at some level you’re aware 
there is one. Recent experiments have demonstrated that doing acts of kindness for others 
leads to changes in immune cell gene expression associated with disease resistance. 

While showing kindness could be understood to have the underlying motive of self-interest, 
there’s more. Charles Darwin argued that we are a caring and social species, instinctively 
interested in each other and have a natural sympathy for each other – it’s much more than 
mere ‘survival of the fittest’!  

Just as we need a wide gene pool to produce healthy offspring, human communities need 
people to perform different roles - the leader, the nurturing, the clever, the quiet, the 
patient, the funny, the odd and the kind - to form a cohesive unit. 

Kindness abounds in our community! People leave a card after a bout of sickness, bring 
flowers for no particular reason, sort out a car tyre shredded by a too-close encounter with 
a pothole, help out at a children’s holiday club, share bread or chutney or marmalade or 
extra produce from the garden, give a smile and a greeting when out walking the dog. The 
list is as wide as your imagination.  

Kindness costs nothing and we all gain! And it makes where we live a welcoming place!  

Kathy Roberts 
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Jackdaws – from Nuisance to Saviour 

Those of you who read my article last year about the pesky Jackdaws causing havoc in St. 
Peter’s belfry will be somewhat surprised about this latest episode.  

Last year we removed wheelbarrow loads of branches and detritus the birds had poked 
through the gaps in the mesh of the belfry. The area was then secured with fresh mesh. The 
results have been astounding. Those of you who have been near the bell tower will have 
seen the stacks of (fairly large) sticks and parts of branches plus some sheep’s wool that the 
Jackdaws have attempted to poke back into the belfry, only to be thwarted by the fine 
mesh. As a result, the area around the tower is littered with them. Now, in the normal way, 
this would cause a headache as we would have to clear the mess up but by a quirk of fate 
some of the sticks came in useful at Easter. 

On Easter Eve (Saturday) we had a Service of Light which entailed starting 
with the church in darkness and the Paschal (Easter) candle being lit 
outside the church in front of the assembled congregation. In order to 
achieve this, it is normal to have a small fire outside from which the candle 
is lit via a taper. Easy peasy, I hear you say. Well, in order to ensure there 
was a good fire, a portable galvanised BBQ bucket was prepared and 
primed with paper, firelighters and kindling. A quarter of an hour before 
the service, your churchwarden lit the aforementioned bucket’s contents. 
A fairly stiff breeze was blowing which strengthened in the fateful quarter 
of an hour. As a consequence, within five minutes of lighting it, the entire 
contents had burned to ash! Horror! No time to go home for more flame 
making materials. Jackdaw detritus to the rescue! Swiftly gathering 
handfuls of their twigs and  simultaneously praying that they were dry 
they were thrown into the bucket. With a taper at the ready the whole 
ensemble was coaxed into life. No luck! Knowing the answer would be in 
the church; a tea candle was quickly brought out and put into the bottom 
of the mass of twigs and wool. Glory be! It ignited, albeit a bit smelly! 

The congregation duly came into the porch area to see a BBQ bucket with 
flames coming out of it. After a few words from our Rector, the Paschal 
candle was lit and we all re-entered the church, each with their own 
candle for the service. Thank you Jackdaws and I apologise for all those 
things I have called you in the past!    David Whitehead (Churchwarden) 

There will be a Big Breakfast at Bradford and Cookbury Hall on Sunday September 17th. 

£6 per person---£3 for under 12 's. 

Sittings at 10am, 11 am, 12pm and 1 pm. 

Pre book by phone please to 281341 (Hester) 

or 281510 (Carol).                         All proceeds to 
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A new Village Hall for Thornbury 
 
I am sure that you are well aware that Torridge District Council Plans Committee refused the 
two applications which had been submitted by the Parish Council. The most bizarre of these 
decisions being the refusal to grant the application to build a new village hall at Windy 
Cross. If we can’t build on a predominately brown field site, then where can we build one? 
This field was the site of a small army camp during the war and then a lorry park for a 
haulage firm: it’s a good job Winston Churchill didn’t have to deal with the ****  at 
Torridge. As for their assertion that the old hall could be repaired and re-used, well, my 
reply is best not printed! 

Interestingly, despite having the support of our Conservative District Councillor and our MP 
Geoffrey Cox, not one Conservative District Councillor supported our application. So if you 
believe in small rural communities thriving, probably best not to vote Conservative at  
District Council elections. Since the Plans Committee vote, I have had a District Councillor 
tell me that TDC planning policy is not fit for purpose: I think that I would go further and say 
that TDC is not fit for purpose! 

The Parish Council working group have met since the Plans Committee vote and  have  
unanimously decided to appeal against their decision to refuse our planning applications. 
We will be meeting with our planning consultant and other stakeholders in the early 
Autumn to discuss the best way to do this. We will of course keep you informed when an 
appeal has been lodged. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to express the Parish Council’s gratitude to all the 
parishioners who have supported the village in our efforts to build a new village hall. We 
know that we have the support of the majority of the parishioners and the offers of help 
both verbal and written has been much appreciated. 

I would particularly like to thank Lisa Pinno ((Parish Plans Committee, Chair),  Paul Taylor 
(Co-Editor of the parish magazine), David Whitehead (Treasurer of the Parish Church), and 
Philip Hackett (District Councillor) for speaking in favour of the developments at the Plans 
Committee meeting.  

We will get there!                                        Keith Hutchings, Chair, Thornbury Parish Council 

 
Personal Note: Those of us who attended and spoke at the Plans Committee were appalled 
at the behaviour of certain Councillors: our input was ignored and unacknowledged,  
inaccurate statements were allowed to pass unchallenged by the Chair, and irrelevant 
matters were raised to divert from the key arguments set out. As an exercise in local 
democracy, it was a farce. Letters of complaint have been sent by myself, the Chair of TPC 
and others to the Chief Executive of Torridge DC, and we will follow up to see if there is a 
case to answer, either locally or through the Ombudsman’s Office. These letters can be 
found on the Thornbury Hamlets website, under “Council”.          Paul Taylor 



Thornbury Tatler       September 2017 

 

Thornbury Cider & Pasty Walk 2017 

 
A fear of heat exhaustion rather than of drowning as in 2016!  
This year’s walk (assault course?) on 18th June was attended by 
over seventy people, and more than £350 was raised in support 
of St. Peter’s Church.   

Grateful thanks to Ray and Joan for hosting the event, and, also, 
thanks to Gareth Piper for clearing the jungle near Thorn Wood 
and to Paul and Meg for clearing their path.   

The route was put together rather late because we could not get 
the owners’ permission for the one we had planned.  Luckily, our 
always supportive local farmers came to the rescue and we must thank Keith Hutchings, Bob 
Priest, Phil Reed and Zen Butler for the use of their land. 

Phil Reed has kindly offered to host the 2018 walk at Gidcott Farm.  It will be a good one– 
see you there ! 

Message from Holsworthy Medical Centre about FLU JABS:  

For patients who qualify for a free flu jab, SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 30th will be our main, 
all-day clinic for adults & children.  Our vaccination supplies will arrive on Monday 25th 
September so if you wish to have your vaccination any time after this date then please ask. 
Bookings will be easily accommodated.   

Care Closer to Home is the new model of 
care in Northern Devon – hospital in-
patients who might previously have been 
kept in hospital are discharged to receive 
further nursing and/or personal care at 
home. We are told there has been 
additional investment in community, 
primary care and other local services, 

funded by savings from the closure of community hospital beds. More people should 
therefore be receiving more care, more effectively, in – or closer to – their homes. Save Our 
Hospital Services (SOHS) Devon sincerely hopes that Care Closer to Home is working well, 
but we don’t know and we believe that changes to NHS services must be justified by 
evidence. Would you please help us gather the evidence that we need to answer the 
important question: Is Care Closer to Home providing sufficient, effective care that is – as a 
minimum – equivalent to that provided under the previous hospital-based model? 

Collect a copy of the questionnaire from the Town Council Office, Manor Offices on North 
Road or from the Memorial Hall on Wednesday mornings only. 



Thornbury Tatler       September 2017 

 

Gravity Always Wins ! 

It is a truth universally acknowledged*, that a flying machine, once airborne, must come 
down to earth again.  Under normal circumstances this will be under the control of a pilot 
and it is termed “landing”.  There is only one alternative, and that is “crashing”.  The training 
of a pilot concentrates on the former – given that this is usually the desired outcome at the 
end of a flight.  Nevertheless, the aspiring pilot also learns how to cope with emergencies, 
and how to crash, or, at least, how to best cope with such an event – given that he or she 
will have little choice in the final result. 

Thus, from an early stage in flying, all sorts of emergency situations are practised.  They 
range from simple loss of generator power or instrument failure to complete loss of engine 
power.  (Action to deal with catastrophic failures such as wings or tailplanes falling off is not 
usually covered – the very limited time left before violent impact with the ground being best 
spent in prayer.)  During training, once the basic principles of flying have been learned (how 
to get in and out, where to sit in the aircraft, which way to face, what not to touch etc), each 
flight will include several simulated emergencies.  These are cunningly introduced by the 
instructor, just when the student is ill-prepared to react (when being airsick for instance) 
and are dealt with by going through drills to suit the relevant situation.  Dealing with the 
loss of engine power is probably the most important of these.  Thus, at an early stage, the 
student pilot should be able (in theory) to get the machine down without too much damage 
to him or herself even if the engine has failed. 

Anyway, one day, a student pilot who was flying solo (on his own) in a Chipmunk trainer 
transmitted a Mayday call – saying that he had engine failure.  Shortly afterwards he sent 
another message saying that he was safely on the ground about ten miles from the airfield.  
Two instructors jumped into another Chipmunk and flew to the crash site in order to make 
sure that all was well and to assess the damage.  Circling overhead they saw the student 
standing next to his undamaged machine – the nose of which was poking into a thick hedge 
at the edge of a very small field.  The instructors marvelled at the ability of the student in 
having been able to land in such a small space.  They decided to land, and set themselves up 
for a very short landing in the same field.  With full flaps (bits in the wings that slow you 
down) applied, and the machine flying almost to the point of stalling (falling out of the air), 
they lurched over the hedge at the far side of the field.  Even with full flaps set the Chip-
munk still needs 38 knots of airspeed to keep it in flight, so the instructors were doing over 
40 mph as they touched down.  This carried them past the student and his Chipmunk and 
they piled into the hedge with all of the panache and style of an Ealing Films Studio comedy.  
Fortunately, other than wounded pride, the instructors were not hurt – but both wings were 
torn from their machine before it somersaulted into the next field.   

If the student pilot had been less than honest then, to this day, the two instructors would 
have continued to wonder how they had failed to be able to land in the same field alongside 
him.  The truth was (the student admitted later) that he had lined up to land in the previous 
field, which was three times the size of the one in which he ended up.   
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He made a complete mess of 
it and, similar to the  
instructors, would have 
ploughed into not a hedge, 
but a very solid stone wall.  
As he realised this, hurtling 
across the ground, he let go 
of the controls, covered his 
eyes with his hands, and 
committed himself to his 
maker.  Luckily, just before 
piling into the wall, the 
aircraft hit a mound, bounced 
back into the air, lurched 
over the wall and then rolled 
to a stop in the field beyond.   

                                                                         Roger Lawes    *With apologies to Jane Austen 

Holsworthy Walk & Talk 

Holsworthy Walk & Talk offer a wide range of walks in the 
Holsworthy area. The routes are carefully chosen and risk 
assessed to ensure that walkers have a choice or routes matching 
their ability and level of fitness. The varied routes give walkers the 
chance to visit many parts of the local area. All walks are graded 
on our programmes with Level 1 being easy, mainly flat with 
some suitable for motorised vehicles.  Level 2 include different 
terrains and are between 1 and a half and 2 miles with Level 3 
being more challenging with some ‘up hill down dale’, stiles and 
muddy areas and approximately 3 miles. 

Walking is one of the best forms of exercise and can reduce the risk of many common 
conditions including heart disease, high blood pressure and Type 2 diabetes.  All walks are 
free to attend and it is a good way to see different aspects of the district and discover some 
of the local history. 

Our Monday walks in Stanhope Park, Holsworthy start at 10.30 am from The Scout Hut next 
to the Leisure Centre with tea and coffee served afterwards in the Youth Centre.  The Friday 
walks move off at 10.30 am from various locations around the area. Details can be found on 
our walk programme at www.walkingforhealth.org.uk/walkfinder/holsworthy-walk-talk 

For further details of the Monday walks, please contact Gillian Aston on 01409 254642.   
 
For information on the Friday walks, please contact David Arney on 01837 861829. 
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“A big Thank You to everyone who attended and contributed towards another successful Thornbury fun day and dog show . A great 

day was had by all. The money has now been counted, including a very generous contribution from Paul and Lisa at the Thornbur

Holiday Park who ran the bar - thanks guys! Total money raised was a very impressive £830.50! Thank you everyone!  

Dave Buckpitt, Brad Bond and The Team.

Fun Day  - 1st July 

Congratulations to Kate Prowse for the biggest oak leaf, Laura Priest for the 

best animal photograph (see front cover). The best miniature flower

arrangements: Natalie Waters (adult, on left), Leah Waters (child, on right).
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The Broadband Saga –  the Final Push ? 
 
Since my last report, I have been working with residents who have been having problems 
getting fibre optic broadband connected, mainly through making complaints to the office of 
the CEO of Openreach, and to OFCOM. This has been successful, and from the level of 
activity across the parish, I believe CDS / Openreach are trying to meet the promised 
deadline of September (2017!) to complete the Phase 1 work. I have had sight of the work 
plans, and they include most of the remaining areas in Thornbury and Woodacott. As I write 
this, Openreach contractors are nailing fibre optic cables to the BT pole in our front  
garden…. So it must be getting close ! 

If you have been to the Openreach website, and you are shown as: 

“Able to order”, and have placed an order, but are not getting good service from BT,  
contact me and I will escalate your case as far as I can. 
“In Scope”, and you want faster broadband, contact me and I will try to make sure that 
you are included in the Openreach work around the parish. 

As regards Phase 2, I have still had no good information from the fixed wireless broadband 
provider ‘Airband’, and from what I read on the internet, we should not expect anything 
very soon. 

My recommendation for those who cannot get fibre optic broadband under the Phase 1 
scope (as per the Openreach checker) is to go for a 12 month contract with a 4G broadband 
supplier (I use EE, but there are others). Unfortunately the CDS voucher scheme is currently 
closed to new applications, until the coverage of the Phase 2 supplier is clear. But if you do 
have one, you have until 30th September to use it. There may be another round of vouchers 
later this year, but don’t hold your breath…. 

 
Paul Taylor, paul@taylor.it, 261804 
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We welcome our new advertiser  
 

Hallwood Farm Fresh Veg  
 

which is an award winning local family 
business, supplying their wholesome food, 

where the environment comes before 
profit, and flavour comes before yield. 

They offer free delivery of seasonal local 
produce delivered to your door, choose 

from a range of sizes of Veg Bags and Veg 
Boxes which start from as little as £8.  

 
Like and dislikes? If there is something your 

family simply won’t eat, they can 
supplement with an alternative. If you 

don’t like the idea of them choosing your 
veg, you can order what you want from 
their Fresh Veg's email ordering service. 

Visit their website for full details. 
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Draft of Thornbury Parish Council Minutes for August 23rd 2017.  Woodacott Chapel, 8pm. 

Present: K. Hutchings, T. Jollow, C. Ward, Ms. L. Priest, G. Tabor, T.J. Priest., B. & T. Haley, J. Lee, S. 
Hunter, M. Galley-Taylor.      Apologies: S. Sanders, T. Priest, P. Hackett. 
 
Minutes: These had been circulated and taken as read.  
Matters arising from minutes: None.  

Planning Matters: Woodacott Holiday Park [1/0149/2017/FUL] permission granted.  
Brendon Cottage [1/0261/2017/OUT] application refused.  
Demolition of old Village Hall [1/0442/2017/0UT] application refused.  
Lake Parks (1/0810/2017/AGMB) Clerk to reply to Torridge after due consideration of the case. 
A planning issue was raised by members of the public present at the meeting and TPC resolved to 
contact the relevant authorities to bring it to their attention. 
Bagbeare Tree: Old stump has been removed, decision from Torridge as to species of tree to plant, 
within the next two weeks.  
Defibrillator: Woodacott Holiday Park agreed to site a Defibrillator on their premises as soon as one is 
purchased for residents of Thornbury Hamlets.  
Community Self Help:  P. Taylor, this scheme is still ongoing. 
Correspondence: TAP 2017-18, it was resolved that these funds would be used towards purchasing a 
Defibrillator, Clerk to contact other councils to work with.  
Thornbury Home Guard photo recognition, this is nearly completed by M.G.T with the help of some 
senior residents.  
Local Plan Consultation & Brownfield call for sites, this was discussed and a reply would be sent after a 
further discussion at a 'working group' meeting.  
War Memorial repairs, T. JoIIow was thanked for completing this, L.P. would be contacting the Trust 
stating this.  
Community Rural Transport, an email was read out from Julia Foster stating the rules of Section 19 
&22 Transport Act, regarding the issue of senior residents of rural parishes who felt able to drive a 
short distance but not longer ones.  

Thornbury’s Funday: Treasurer’s report, the sum of £830.50 was realised and would be divided 
between Church, Chapel and TPC [towards the ongoing cost of Hall Insurance and S.W.W.A.]  
Clerk would be writing to Bradley Bond, David Buckpitt and their committee thanking them for the 
work they had done to make the day a success.  

Round Up and AOB: Grant Thornton had contacted Clerk, regarding the 20% increase in TPC’s 
precept: 15% is the usual. This was explained that because of ongoing upfront costs regarding the 
dispute with the Hall. Sam Dodge accepted this. Clerk to contact Torridge before next year regarding 
the correct procedure. Sarah Gay would be contacting him with regard to another slight amendment 
of the accounts.  
Nat West form filled out regarding the removal of two signatures. T. Priest. T.J. Priest.  
T.J. S.S. K.H. & G.T. had either filled out their documents or would be doing so a.s.a.p.  

A report had been sent to Devon Highways regarding the road from Thornbury Manor to Thornbury 
Cross. No knowledge of this from councillors. 

Meeting closed: the next meeting will be on 8th November 2017 at 7.30pm.   
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Message from District Councillor Philip Hackett: 
 
Holsworthy Hospital Stakeholder Group 
 
Since the temporary closure of the in-patient beds in Holsworthy Hospital in March due to 
safety concerns around staffing and occupancy, a steering group has been developed in 
Holsworthy to oversee the work being undertaken to re-open the beds. The group meets 
approximately every six weeks and is independently chaired. There is representation from 
County, District and Town Councils, the local Mayor, GPs, League of Friends, the Hospice, 
Healthwatch, community and patient representatives, and members of Northern Devon 
Healthcare Trust. 

The group is committed that the staff and the community are kept up to date with 
developments within the stakeholder group. Two meetings have already been held and as a 
result a patient experience dossier has been presented to the Trust who are prioritising the 
investigation into eight people who said that they were unable to go to Holsworthy Hospital. 
The Trust are identifying the trigger points for re-opening the beds, with clarification being 
sought regarding out-of-hours cover, with end-of-life care being seen as a priority. As both 
Lead Member for Health and Wellbeing for Torridge District Council, and your 
District Councillor, I sit on this stakeholder group to represent your concerns and I am 
committed to this process, as I fully appreciate the issues in this rural location. 

You can read all Parish Council 

agendas, minutes and other papers 

on the thornburyhamlets.com 

website. You can follow the latest 

news on our Facebook group, 

“Thornbury Tatler” 
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Thornbury  Tatler 

 

 EVELYN   
SHARMAN  

 
 

Professional Driving Tuition 
(DVSA ADI)  

 

Tel: 01409 259 848 (Holsworthy)  

Mobile: 07885 352 082  

evelyn.sharman@btinternet.com 
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Visit our NEW shop at 
4 Victoria Square, Holsworthy 
for all your pet and gardening 

needs—we deliver here ! 
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Emergency Plan Contact Numbers: 
      Chris Ward    S. Wonford - centre   261459 

 Tim Priest     S. Wonford - outlying areas  261673 
 Keith Hutchings     Thornbury - outlying areas   261373 

      George Worth          Lashbrook & Lopthorne                  281336  07966 486575 
      Trevor Jollow    Thornbury - centre      261291 

 Tony Gifford    Brendon       261374 
      Stephen Sanders   Woodacott       261626   07971  695091 
      Thelma Priest          Plan Coordinator                               240194 

 Steve Bond    Snow Warden                           261123   07970 731044 
 

General Emergency Numbers: 
Police, Fire & Ambulance    Emergencies   999 
Police       Non-urgent     101 
Holsworthy Medical Centre   253692 
Devon Doctors (out of hours)   111 
Stratton Hospital—enquiries  01288 320100 

     Stratton Hospital—MIMI   01288 320101 
A&E— Bideford/Barnstaple   01271 322577 
South West Water (leaks)   0800 2300561 
Gas Emergencies      0800 111999 
Electricity Emergencies    0800 4085500 
Power cuts (Western Power)  0800 6783105 
N.H.S. Direct     0845 4647 
Torridge District Council    01237 428700 
D.C.C. Highways     01392 383329 
Environment -S.W. Agency   08708 506506 
Samaritans     08457 909090 
Victim Support     0845 3030900 
 
Your local Police are: 
  Rural Beat Manager: PC 16867 Dominic Plumb 

       Your local PCSO is 30538 Emma Tomkies  
  Holsworthy Police: 101, or 999 in emergency 
  Email: 101@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk 

 
Thornbury Parish Councillors: 
Chairman: Keith Hutchings     Vice Chairman:  Gaye Tabor 
Trevor Jollow, Tim Priest, Chris Ward, Stephen Sanders, Liz Priest 
Parish Clerk: Thelma Priest 01409 240194 

 

     Get more local information online at www.thornburyhamlets.com 


