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Welcome to the Spring Thornbury Tatler ! 

 
The theme this quarter is very much one of ‘self-help’.  In these times of austerity, cuts and 
threats to our vital services, taking action over what is important to you will be necessary to 
protect it.  We have included information about the Save Our Hospital Services (SOHS) 
campaign and what you can do to make your voice heard, as well as advice on how to 
ensure that you are not adding to the burden on A&E by using more appropriate out of 
hours medical services, or getting first aid training.  Our roads are in a very poor condition, 
and we struggle to get them repaired, but reporting pot holes and damage can help to bring 
the problem to the attention of the authorities.  The more people who do it the better, so 
don’t leave it to others to do it.  You can also read about the volunteer-run Home Library 
Service and Community Transport scheme—great ways to help others who are less mobile. 

There is also information about the Big Lunch, a community initiative that we have never 
done in the Hamlets.  The absence of a village hall is frequently used as a reason for not 
doing community things but the reality is that if we want to have a village hall then the 
community must come together to raise significant sums of money to build it and maintain 
it.  At present most events in the hamlets, such as last year’s Queen’s 90th Birthday event 
and the annual fun-day, are not well-supported and if we are to get a village hall, this has to 
change.  At the moment, it’s the same people who support and organise things so what 
about you putting your hand up and offering to help? 

On a positive note, fibre-optic broadband has finally arrived in Thornbury and Woodacott, 
but not yet for all, and still not for the other Hamlets. Read more about what is still to be 
done on page 14. 
 
Meg Galley-Taylor, Editor.  Call 261804, or email to tatler@thornburyhamlets.com 
 
Copy Deadline: Please send all information, events, announcements etc for the Summer 
edition of the Tatler to the Editor by 15th May at the latest. We are always happy to have 
articles from residents on any topic you want to share with the rest of the community. 

 
 

 

 

Welcome to Thornbury  
 
We send a warm welcome to Rachel and Kevin Wright who have moved into “Glen 
Park”. At the same time, we say farewell Ian and Jill—we will miss the honey!  We 
are also pleased to welcome Bob Ferrier and Julie James to Underwood Hayes. 

www.thornburyhamlets.com 
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Forthcoming Events in and around Thornbury Hamlets 

 

13th March: Inter Parish Walk from Halwill. Evelyn Sharman Tel: 01409 259 848      

8th April: Coffee, Cakes & Crafts @ Bradworthy Memorial Hall, 10-12. Morning 

refreshments, tempting  delicious homemade cakes and various artisan crafts on offer. 

8th April: Quiz with Pasties at Winsford Trust, Halwill Jct.  7.30pm. More from 261804.  

17th April onwards: ‘Boeing Boeing’  at HATS. A comedy play by Marc Camoletti. 

23rd April:  Annual Parochial Church Meeting  at St. Peter’s Church. 

8th May, Bag Collection for Church and Chapel funds. Leave bags at the back of the church  

10th May: Parish Council meeting, Woodacott Chapel, 8pm 

14th May: Working Watermill and gardens in Bridgerule open for National Mills Weekend  

Mammoth plant sale, music, madrigals, crafts and more. www.thebridgemill.org.uk 

28th May: The above gardens will be open for the National Gardens Scheme (Yellow 

Book) raising money for nursing charities: Macmillan, Marie Curie etc. 11am—5pm. 

3rd June: Coffee Morning at St. Peter’s. 

3rd June: Winsford Trust Cheese Tasting evening (see page 10 for details)  

1st July, Coffee Morning at St. Peter’s. 

Coffee Mornings at St. Peter’s Church:  These will resume in June on 

the first Saturday of each month. So do come along and join us from 10-

12am on 3rd June, 1st July, 5th August and 2nd September.  Coffee, tea, 

cakes and a raffle, plus giftware and other stalls. 

The Sitting Service provides short-term respite for partners and family.  What is offered? 
A retired registered nurse to sit with the client, giving you an opportunity to go out for 
whatever reason and feel relaxed that the client is in safe hands. The opportunity for the 
client to participate in activities such as reminiscing, reading, Scrabble, drawing.  Exploring 
interests that they might have had in the past e.g. birdwatching, or just sit and doze. 

I am a retired registered nurse and teacher, who has had close contact with people with 
varying degrees of need, most particularly those suffering from dementia. Trying to 
maintain good communications with someone with dementia can be difficult and on 
occasion testing and for partners and family it is vital to have some respite if only for a 
couple of hours but be reassured in the knowledge that the person is safe. I am now 
available to offer this service in the Holsworthy area.  References available.  
Fees are  £10ph within 10mile radius, £12ph within 15mile radius.   
Contact Rebecca Poet on 261136  or email ra.poet@btinternet.com 
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Church Services at St. Peter’s : 

 

5th March,   09.30, Holy Communion 

 9th March,  08.15, Morning Prayer  
                       08.30, Silent Prayer  
                       09.00, Holy Communion  
19th March, 18.30, Holy Communion 
2nd April,      09.30, Holy Communion 
11th April,     18.00, Holy Communion 
14th April,     12 noon, Good Friday service 
15th April,    20.00, Service of Light, Communion 
23rd April,    09.30, Holy Communion 
29th April,    11.00, 24 hour prayer vigil 
30th April,    11.00, Benefice Holy Communion 
7th May,       09.30, Holy Communion 
11th May,     08.15, Morning Prayer 
                       08.30, Silent Prayer 
21st May,     11.00, Holy Communion 

Chapel Services at Woodacott :  

  
5th March     No Service 
12th March  Mr John Guy 
19th March  No Service                                
26th March  Mr Mike Reeves, Sacrament 
2nd April       No Service 
9th April        Mr Cedric Parish 
16th April      No Service   
23rd April      No Service   
30th April      Mr Courtney Drew 
7th May         No Service    
14th May       Rev Martin Keenan 
21st May        No Service 
28th May       Mr Peter Old 

all services are at 11am 

Please take care not to allow your dog to foul in the churchyard.  

A supply of poo bags is available in the church porch, should the need 

arise. Place any bags in the dog waste bin opposite the church, near the 

post box. Thank you. 

Details of future Church and Chapel services can always be found on the Thornbury 

Hamlets website, at:  www.thornburyhamlets.com/church-chapel 

Coffee Morning & Tree Planting at St. Peter’s Church 
 
On 3rd December last, at St. Peter's Church, 
there was a planting ceremony and blessing for 
the three remaining apple trees that were 
donated to the village by the Sylvanus Trust. The 
other trees (apples and a mazzard cherry) were 
planted last year on the Green at Woodacott. The 
Rev. Kathy Roberts planted the last of the trees, 
and then blessed them - we hope for plentiful 
fruit from them in years to come !   
Everyone then retired to the church for a very 
welcome cup of mulled wine and a mince pie. 
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Flowers at St. Peter’s 

Could you spare a couple of hours to help decorate St. Peter’s?  Please 
don’t worry if you are not a competent flower arranger, if you are happy 
to give it go that is all you need.   We have done the rota for 2017, but we 
are always grateful for people to help during festivals and special 
occasions, like Easter, Harvest and Christmas.  Perhaps come along and 
help out at Easter or Harvest to see what is involved and then maybe join 
the rota for next year?  We do not expect people to spend lots of money 
on flowers, often a few flowers and greenery from your garden can look 
as lovely as lots of expensive flowers, equally we do not expect people to decorate the 
whole church: for regular weeks, some flowers on the altar and a couple of arrangements 
will be great. 

If you would like to join in and help please do get in touch with Liz Priest on 261312 
or  liz@kingsfordfarm.plus.com 

Church News 

Anyone who has been in the churchyard since November, will have seen that we have had a 
mole problem around the headstones. In January, a pathway of soft ground appeared 
around the church and onto the new graveyard area, with molehills everywhere. A quick 
call to the professionals and he was no more. Sad, I know, but even sadder is the mess he 
has left behind. The tunnels between the piles of soil need to be trodden in and filled with 
the soil. If anyone happens to be in the graveyard and is wearing suitable footwear, please 
feel free to join in ! 

Our new carpet arrived just in time for Christmas and was laid in both 
aisles and how wonderfully bright and warming it is. We enjoyed a 
wonderful Carol service, with the congregation being led by our local 
singers. A big welcome to any who had not been before. We hope you 
enjoyed yourselves and stayed for some refreshments afterwards. It 
was great to be joined by our friends from Woodacott Chapel. The 
readings were spread around the congregation, including some of our 
youngsters. Our oldest reader was the local figure, Arthur Sillifant.  
Normally seen riding around Thornbury on his bicycle, Arthur has 
become a regular attendee in our Benefice. Our Rector, Reverend Kathy 
Roberts, looks after the churches of Thornbury, Bradford and Cookbury, 
Black Torrington and Highampton. There are normally three services on 
a Sunday: at 9.30am, an 11am Communion and an Evening service. These are spread 
around the churches of the Benefice: for details, see one of our notice boards or the 
website.  The Annual Parochial Church Meeting will be held on the 23rd April, in St. Peter’s. 
Prior to this, the annual report including financials, will be posted in the church for general 
viewing.  The cost of maintaining the church works out at £10 per member of the 
congregation, per week. Please keep this in mind when you are planning your giving.                             
David Whitehead   
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The Peasant and the Poor God: a message from Kathy Roberts 
 

A Japanese peasant farmer worked, but did only enough to just get by. He had four 
unpleasant and difficult children. After one particularly bad day his wife said, ‘Our lives are 
so awful, we must have a poor god.’ That was true. They did have a poor god. He lived in a 
far, dusty corner of their attic. The farmer and his wife agreed that life was so difficult 
because they had such a poor god. Perhaps they should move. So they packed before going 
to bed. The farmer couldn’t sleep. He slipped outside and there on the porch he found the 
poor god busily making sandals for the journey. The farmer went back to his wife wailing 
that they would never be rich because poor gods never leave you alone! 

In the morning the poor god was still on the porch making beautiful sandals. Each child got 
a pair to wear. The sandals kept coming. They were hung from the rafters of the porch. 
After a few days a passer-by admired the sandals. The poor god was touched. No one had 
admired his work before. He gave away a pair of sandals. After had given away several pairs, 
the farmer’s wife said he should charge a bag of rice for a pair of sandals. Sacks of rice and 
lentils, a new hoe, sweets for the children soon arrived in exchange for sandals.  

The farmer encouraged the poor god to keep working. He happily agreed, but said he would 
need more supplies. The family went to work. The children brought straw, the wife mixed 
dyes of red, blue and saffron, the farmer learned how to make sandals. Time passed.  
Changes happened. The children didn’t fight as much. The family even sang together. The 
poor god grew chubby. His ragged clothes were sewn up and laundered. His dusty attic 
swept and the junk removed. And – surprisingly – the family enjoyed his company. A year 
passed quickly.  

Soon it was New Year, the time when the front doors of Japanese homes are opened to 
welcome the new gods. The poor god prepared to leave. The farmer waited to meet the 
rich god who would care for the family in the New Year and make them happy. As the bells 
pealed across the cold air, the farmer’s door was flung open and with his few belongings, 
the poor god started to leave. The children cried. The wife wept. The children wrapped their 
arms around the poor god’s legs. They told him he couldn’t go because they loved him.  

‘But I have to go’, the poor god said, ‘otherwise the rich god can’t come in. He’s at the door 
already, waiting for me to leave and make room for him’. Sure enough, there was the rich 
god with fat, jewelled fingers wrapped in an elegant kimono. The rich god said ‘Yes, time go 
poor god, this is my family now.’ Bedlam broke out.  

Finally the farmer shouted above the din, ‘Be quiet, I made a mistake. I thought I wanted to 
be rich, but I was wrong. I am rich! My wife laughs and sings. My children do not fight any 
more. We all work together. I love making sandals. People think they are works of art – they 
hang them on the wall like Buddha’s sandals, as a reminder to walk with compassion and 
eyes wide open. I am rich. You have to stay, poor god.’ Without hesitating, he shoved the 
rich god out of the door and slammed it shut. Every New Year’s eve when the bells pealed, 
the family kept their door firmly locked and they retell the story of how the poor god had 
saved them.  

                                                                                                                                       Continued > 



Thornbury Tatler       March 2017 

 

Home Library Service 
 
Did you know that anyone who is 
unable to visit a library can receive a 
free home library service? Devon 
Libraries Home Library Service is a 
partnership between Devon Libraries 
and the Royal Voluntary Service. RVS 
‘Books on Wheels’ Volunteers bring a 
selection of books, large print, DVDs, 
CDs and audio tapes to people in their 
home on a regular basis. RVS run 
‘Books on Wheels’ services across the 
nation, which deliver 110,000 books 
every year. 

For people who enjoy reading or listening to a recording, but can’t get out of the house –
those who through ill health, injury or disability cannot visit a library, or are too frail to carry 
heavy books - our home library services offer a vital link to the local library. There is no 
charge for this service. Specially trained and security checked RVS volunteers discuss with 
the client the sort of books they would like to read. There is a wide range of fiction to 
choose from plus information books on many popular subjects. Particular authors and titles 
can be requested free of charge. The volunteer is also a friendly person and a useful check 
on the safety and well-being of older or vulnerable people who are confined to their homes. 
This free service offers a chance to have access to the library service on a regular basis. The 
volunteers always wear RVS identity cards when visiting. Large print books and audio books 
are available for people with visual impairment.  

 For more information and to register for this free service, please contact: 07786 635 163 or 
email jacqueline.cleaver@royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk 

The poor god was shy. After that they didn’t hear much from him. He had always loved his 
solitude in the attic. They didn’t see him much. He hadn’t gone or disappeared, but he just 
wasn’t there in the same way as had been once before.  

It’s something like the haunting song of a rare bird that you hear once which is lovely, taking 
you to a place of hope and sheer delight. The song stays in your heart and mind. After a 
while you wonder if you ever really heard it, or just made it up. You live your life, listening 
for it, hoping it will return. It’s the same with the poor god. Once he gets hold of you, he 
never lets go, even when you don’t see him or hear him much. You might even begin to 
wonder if you ever did, but the memory lingers and you  keep hoping and listening and 
waiting…..  

(Acknowledgements: Megan McKenna (1999) Blessings and Woes, Orbis Books) 
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Devon Doctors* - Integrated urgent care service  

Devon Doctors have long provided an urgent out-of-
hours medical service when our GP surgery is closed, but 
since last October they are also responsible for the NHS 
111 helpline.  This means you now only have to deal with 
one system, making it quicker and easier to get the 
most appropriate advice and treatment at a time when 
our own practice is closed.  For example, 111 call 

handlers can make GP appointments directly, which wasn’t the case before. If you need to 
see a GP, you will either get an appointment at a treatment centre no more than 30 minutes 
away, or receive a home visit. 

We have included a leaflet in your Tatler and we hope that you will keep this as a 
reminder of what to do if you need medical care when the surgery is closed.   

This will help to take the pressure off A&E.  Also see the first aid training offer below. 

* Devon Doctors is a non-profit organisation made up of Devon GPs. This means they’re not run to 
make money, and every decision they take is in the interest of patients. 

  
There is a wonderful service provided by 
Holsworthy Rural Community Transport 
(HRCT) who are based in The Square in 
Holsworthy. It is called the Volunteer Car 
Service. It is primarily for people that do not 
have their own transport in order to get to 
medical appointments. The clients are picked 

up from their home address, taken to their appointment & driven home again. Volunteer 
drivers use their own cars & are paid 45 pence per mile on a door to door basis. It is a great 
service provided for the local community by the local community but there is suddenly a 
shortage of volunteer drivers & the service is struggling to meet the demand. If you enjoy 
driving, like meeting people & have some spare time even if it isn't on a regular basis, please 
contact either Esther or Cathy on Tel: 01409 259 001 or pop into the Office at 14, The 
Square in Holsworthy (10am - 1pm). 

First Aid Courses:  are you ready to help your community ? 
 
If anyone would like to attend a basic first aid course at Shebbear, on 
March 4th from 10am to 4pm, and has not yet registered with Thelma 
Priest, please contact her at clerk@thornburyhamlets.com, or call her on 
240194.  The cost of £10 per head will be paid by the Parish Council.  
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Most of the Neighbourhood Watch  reports I get these days 
relate to scams rather than criminal activity in the area, so I 
was very disturbed recently to talk to a resident from 
Wonford Moor who has experienced numerous incidents of 
vandalism, break-ins and animals being let out.  The police 
have attended, but the area is very isolated so I would urge 
anyone who sees anything unusual in that area to report it to 
the police immediately. We all need to be vigilant and look 
out for each other. The latest crime and scam alerts are 
always posted to Facebook as soon as we receive them: look 
for “Thornbury Tatler”.   

At the end of January, we had the bad news that the Devon and Cornwall Police Force are 
going to cut down appreciably on the number of PCSO posts. Since they first came into 
being they have supported Torridge District NHW and have been instrumental in helping to 
start many new watches.  In Torridge we have some of the best teams of PCSOs and PFCSOs 
in the country who have shown courage, commitment and support to our Police Officers. 
They are an important link between the Police, NHW and the general public and many of 
them are working without Beat Managers. Without their support the job of Police Officers 
will be more difficult as they have been, and still are, an important part in the smooth 
running of our Police Force.  
                                                           Meg Galley-Taylor, NHW Coordinator 

                                  Report on the ‘Inter Parish Walk’ in Thornbury 

Bearing in mind that the first walk of 2016 was cancelled due to storm Imogen, I was rather 
concerned when the weather forecast for the night before our first walk of 2017 was for 
gales! It certainly blew overnight but by the next morning the wind had subsided & it was 
dry. I arrived at the disused school/village hall in Thornbury in good time wondering who 
would be joining me: I was amazed when car after car started to arrive. By ten o'clock the 
parking area  was full.  A record turnout!! It was very nice to see lots of familiar faces and 
several new ones including some from Halwill, Virginstow & Stratton. 

The walk was challenging in places & I'm afraid that a couple of walkers were responsible for 
taking quite a lot of Thornbury's mud home with them. Fortunately the going underfoot did 
improve & by the time the footpath joined the lane at Lower Lopthorne, the sun was trying 
to shine which helped reveal the lovely views towards Dartmoor. The walk up the hill on the 
road was much easier going. At the T-junction we turned left towards Woodacott which 
became a much more level walk. We joined the second footpath of the morning at 
Thornbury Holiday Park.  We negotiated a couple of stiles before re-joining the lane & 
walking back to our cars.  I believe everybody enjoyed their visit to Thornbury Hamlets, 
probably the first for most people & I think a memorable one. It was a bonus to have Clive 
Barriball with us as he was able to recount some of his memories of the social events in the 
Village Hall.              The next walk is on Monday 13th March  - see page 11. 



Thornbury Tatler       March 2017 

 

WHY IT MATTERS AND WHAT YOU CAN DO 

Have you ever thought about whether you enjoy your community? What part you play in it? 
Your influence and your impact? We live in a digital age where we can connect with friends, 
family and colleagues all over the world in a heartbeat. But what do we know about the 
people who live right next door to us, or across the street? And what effect might knowing 
those who are our nearest, if not our dearest, have on us as individuals, on how we feel 
about where we live, and on society as a whole…?  

The relationships we have where we live and work have a major impact on our health and 
happiness — people live longer if they have more frequent social contact. It's not just health 
that improves as a result. Having lunch with your neighbours, for example, doesn’t 
sound like the obvious way to tackle crime, reduce loneliness and isolation. But the people 
who take part in The Big Lunch say they feel less isolated, feel safer where they live, and 
that people from different backgrounds come together and become friends. The experience 
leads people to do more in their communities, with many people starting new initiatives to 
benefit their whole community as a result. 

We know that connected communities can tackle challenges better when they tackle them 
together. We support the doers, the mucker inners, the DIYers who make good things 
happen and take action, no matter how little that action may be, because small steps make 
a big difference. 

The official Big Lunch Day is June 18th, but we could do it at any time to suit 
ourselves.  Is there anybody out there who is prepared to help organise it or 
provide a barn for us to have it in?  If so contact the Tatler and let’s see if 2017 
can be the year when we have a Big Lunch in our community. 

The Winsford Trust at Halwill Junction will be holding a  

Cheese Tasting on 3rd June at 7.30 and will feature Derek 

Stratton of Market Cheeses in Holsworthy’s Pannier Market.   

Tickets £7.50 to include a glass of wine and several varieties of 

cheese to enjoy. 
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What can I do to help protect North Devon’s hospitals ? 
 
Not long ago, the Community Hospital in Holsworthy was threatened with closure.  This was 
averted at the time, but we now see the number of beds at the hospital being reduced, and 
its full-time doctor will not be replaced.  At the same time, the so-called Sustainability and 
Transformation Plan (STP) for Devon may place all acute services at North Devon District 
Hospital (NDDH) in Barnstaple at risk of closure or location to a hospital in the south of the 
county. 

Over the last two months, the SOHS Devon campaign has run a series of meetings across 
Northern Devon including one in Holsworthy. Without exception they have been packed to 
capacity with around 250-300 people at each meeting. Speakers from the campaign have 
been informing the public of what can be done to avert the real danger of the acute and 
emergency services being removed from NDDH. 
Laura Nicholas, Director of Strategy at the ‘Success Regime’ and one of the authors of the 
STP made this astonishing statement to the Braunton council public meeting in November 
2016: “If an ambulance has to drive past a hospital front door to go somewhere else, 
someone may die. That may be the case, but we have to balance that against a whole range 
of people who may not have access to any services at all. And that may also lead to that 
outcome.”   
NDDH is the second most remote district hospital in the country. The people of North Devon 
fought to have the District Hospital built because of the vital need in this isolated area. It is 
working near capacity at this time, and with the additional load due to holidaymakers, and 
the proposed expansion of communities, its future remains essential to our safety. 
 
We have included a leaflet from SOHS with this copy of the Tatler. SOHS is a non political 
organisation, whose sole aim is to protect our hospitals from short-sighted and financially 
driven changes that could put our residents’ lives in danger.  Please read the leaflet and 
act now, to make our collective voice heard as loudly as possible. 

The next Inter Parish Walk is on Monday 13th March starting at 
10.00am when we will meet at Halwill Parish Church (NOT Halwill 
Junction). This is a great way to see more of this area and meet  
like-minded walkers. If you need any more information, please 
ring Evelyn Sharman on 01409 259 848. 
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I was prompted to write this article after having read a piece in a local newsletter  
Damerel”.  This related to an aircraft that crashed near Sutcombe on 7th August 1959, the pilot, Flying Officer Anthony Barnetson, 
having ejected after losing control.  The Hunter came down about 200 yards from Youldon Farm, not far from John Millman and o
of his workers, Albert Cornish. In fact, pieces of wreckage hit the ground close to Mr Millman.  The pilot came down by parac
trees near West Putford.  Unfortunately, his ejector seat failed to separate and he was badly injured by the impact with the 
Flying Officer Barnetson survived the accident but spent some time recovering at Stoke Mandeville Hospital.
 
In 1971, I was a student pilot on the Army Flying Course at Middle Wallop (the name is genuine!) in Hampshire.  The first pha
course involved learning to fly a conventional aeroplane 
easier to learn to fly fixed wing aircraft as opposed to learning on rotary wing aircraft from the beginning.  In reality, th
want to waste money on expensive helicopter hours in order to find out that the budding pilot was, in fact, wholly incapable 
learning to fly in the allotted time frame.  (It is said that, given enough bananas, it is possible to teach a monkey to fly:
did not have many bananas in those days.)  

After having narrowly avoided being grounded through an inability to safely take off and land in the correct order I found my
looked as if it had no business whatsoever of being in the air: the fixed wing aircraft had simplicity, an aerodynamic shape,
air.  The helicopter, on the other hand, consisted of a great many mechanical parts – all moving in different directions and none of them with any particular avian properties 
seeming to be looking for somewhere convenient to crash.  If I had found difficulty in mastering the first then no wonder tha

My first instructor on helicopters was an ex Royal Air Force pilot.  He was different to the other instructors in that he was
was quite young.  He walked with a very noticeable limp, and he had difficulty getting into and out of the helicopter.  Also,
disabled as a result of a flying accident, and had been medically discharged from the Royal Air Force.  I was never quite sur
or a reluctance to get into the air with me. Eventually, after twelve hours of frustration on his part and what seemed like t
was enough.   Getting out of the aircraft he said that he was convinced that I was hell bent on self-destruction, in which case 
watch.  Luckily, I proved him wrong, and his patience and understanding paid off because I managed to pass the course and sur
twenty odd years. 

My instructor left Middle Wallop before I completed the course, and I lost contact with him. It was said at the time that he 
a Royal Air Force medical board that his physical condition (as a result of the aircraft accident) had not changed and he was
lunch at his club) he would appear before a civil medical board to prove that he could fly, albeit in a limited capacity, as 
see the irony in the fact that one of his most troublesome students now lives a mile or so away from where his career as a je

Lauren Sanders (Sanwood, Woodacott) is raising money for Love 
Volunteers, the organisation she is travelling with to 
Nairobi, Kenya during April and May. Lauren will be counselling 
communities, schools and individuals to raise the awareness of 
HIV/AIDS. Also she will be providing medical care, for example 
taking and testing bloods for HIV/AIDS. Love Volunteers 

provide opportunities across the globe to allow real help for communities under 
pressure, due to epidemics like HIV/AIDS, as well as conserving the environment and 
wildlife, and helping with childcare. Lauren is currently fundraising for her HIV/AIDS project, so 
any support would be greatly appreciated.  

                          https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/lauren-sanders  
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It’s a Small World ! 

I was prompted to write this article after having read a piece in a local newsletter  - “A Chivenor-based Hunter jet crashes at Milton 
This related to an aircraft that crashed near Sutcombe on 7th August 1959, the pilot, Flying Officer Anthony Barnetson,  

having ejected after losing control.  The Hunter came down about 200 yards from Youldon Farm, not far from John Millman and one 
of his workers, Albert Cornish. In fact, pieces of wreckage hit the ground close to Mr Millman.  The pilot came down by parachute in 
trees near West Putford.  Unfortunately, his ejector seat failed to separate and he was badly injured by the impact with the ground.  
Flying Officer Barnetson survived the accident but spent some time recovering at Stoke Mandeville Hospital. 

In 1971, I was a student pilot on the Army Flying Course at Middle Wallop (the name is genuine!) in Hampshire.  The first phase of the 
course involved learning to fly a conventional aeroplane - before going on to fly helicopters.  The reason given for this was that it is 
easier to learn to fly fixed wing aircraft as opposed to learning on rotary wing aircraft from the beginning.  In reality, the Army did not 
want to waste money on expensive helicopter hours in order to find out that the budding pilot was, in fact, wholly incapable of  
learning to fly in the allotted time frame.  (It is said that, given enough bananas, it is possible to teach a monkey to fly: but the MOD 
did not have many bananas in those days.)   

After having narrowly avoided being grounded through an inability to safely take off and land in the correct order I found myself on the rotary wing phase.  Here, I was trying to fly a machine that 
looked as if it had no business whatsoever of being in the air: the fixed wing aircraft had simplicity, an aerodynamic shape, style and grace and it resembled a bird: it looked as if it belonged in the 

all moving in different directions and none of them with any particular avian properties – but, collectively, 
seeming to be looking for somewhere convenient to crash.  If I had found difficulty in mastering the first then no wonder that I struggled even more with the latter.  

My first instructor on helicopters was an ex Royal Air Force pilot.  He was different to the other instructors in that he was not old, bold or a veteran of World War 2 as most of them were, but he 
was quite young.  He walked with a very noticeable limp, and he had difficulty getting into and out of the helicopter.  Also, he carried a cushion upon which he sat when in the aircraft.  He was 
disabled as a result of a flying accident, and had been medically discharged from the Royal Air Force.  I was never quite sure if his difficulty in getting into the helicopter resulted from the accident 
or a reluctance to get into the air with me. Eventually, after twelve hours of frustration on his part and what seemed like twelve years of terror, sweat and tears on mine, he decided that enough 
was enough.   Getting out of the aircraft he said that he was convinced that I was hell bent on self-destruction, in which case I should achieve this alone – he would rather stand on the ground and 
watch.  Luckily, I proved him wrong, and his patience and understanding paid off because I managed to pass the course and survived to fly a few thousand hours in helicopters over the following 

My instructor left Middle Wallop before I completed the course, and I lost contact with him. It was said at the time that he would travel up to London once a year (in his E Type Jaguar) to prove to 
a Royal Air Force medical board that his physical condition (as a result of the aircraft accident) had not changed and he was, therefore, still eligible for his disability pension.  Later in the day (after 
lunch at his club) he would appear before a civil medical board to prove that he could fly, albeit in a limited capacity, as an instructor!  If Tony Barnetson ever reads this article I hope that he will 
see the irony in the fact that one of his most troublesome students now lives a mile or so away from where his career as a jet pilot came so abruptly to an end!         Roger Lawes 

POTHOLES – Get Reporting! 

We all know that the roads are getting worse, and it seems as if 
little is being done to the worst roads to improve them.  It might 
help if more people took direct action and reported potholes to 
the authorities and if you use the internet, then an easy way to do 
it is by using one of the following websites.  It may not help, but in 
the event of a serious incident with a pothole, at least they will not 
be able to say they didn’t know about it! 

                  https://new.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/report-a-problem/ 
                                      https://www.fixmystreet.com/report/new 
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The Broadband Saga –  the Fight Goes On! 
 
As ever in this story, there’s good news and bad news.  In January, the promise of fibre-optic 
broadband by December was finally delivered, when some residents of Thornbury and 
Woodacott could order. At the time of writing, several have been connected, and it seems 
to work well. But we quickly found that the coverage is inconsistent, with adjacent 
properties either able or unable to order.  I have met with BT and Openreach to discuss this 
matter, and was told that although the “motorway” is complete, “not all the junctions have 
been put in yet”! They claimed that this would happen by September (2017!), but given 
their track record to date, we must wait and see what they deliver.  I have written to CDS 
and told them that the community is far from happy with the result: overall, just over 40% 
of properties in the Hamlets can order today, whilst only 55% of those in Thornbury and 
Woodacott, which should have been completed in Phase 1 of the project, can order today.  
Meanwhile, cable work continues in Lashbrook, and we hope that all properties there can 
be included when it goes live. 

What are your options today?   First, go to the Openreach checker site at: 
https://www.homeandwork.openreach.co.uk/when-can-i-get-fibre.aspx 

This will tell you:  
1) if you are able to place an order now for fibre-optic broadband, or  
2) if you are “In Scope” for Phase 1 of the project, and may get it sometime, or  
3) if you are out of scope (“Investigating Solutions”) and may be part of Phase 2. 
 
If you are able to order, you should follow the website link – you will quickly find that its 
only BT that can supply you with fast broadband here. If you talk with your existing ISP, they 
may well say that they cannot supply it: that may be true, as they won’t have the needed 
equipment in the exchange. If you try to order from BT and they say you cannot, despite the 
website telling you that you can, please contact me, and I will escalate back to CDS, BT and 
Openreach. 
 
In the meantime, if you have a CDS Broadband Voucher, you need to use it before the end 
of March. However, I am hearing rumours that the voucher scheme will be extended in 
April, so contact me if you still want one. Those who have used vouchers to get a 4G mobile 
broadband connection are getting up to 40Mbps, but are limited by the cost of data (it’s not 
unlimited, as it can be on fibre optic broadband). 

What of Phase 2?  I am being told that CDS have a supplier they would like to “elevate to 
preferred supplier status” and are going through due diligence, to complete imminently.   
So, I expect some news within a few weeks. Then we can look at how Brendon and South 
Wonford might be helped. 

The broadband war is not over yet, but we have won some battles! 
 
Paul Taylor, paul@taylor.it, 261804 
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Boundary Changes to affect Thornbury 
 
The Local Government Boundary Commission has conducted an electoral review of Torridge 
to deliver improved levels of electoral equality for local voters. Torridge currently has high 
levels of electoral inequality where some councillors represent many more - or many fewer 
- voters than others. This means that the value of your vote - in district council elections - 
varies depending on where you live in Torridge. Torridge District Council currently has 36 
councillors. Based on the evidence they received during previous phases of the review, the 
Commission recommends that 36 councillors should continue to serve the district in future. 
Their final recommendations propose that Torridge’s 36 councillors should represent five 
three-councillor wards, ten two-councillor wards and one single councillor ward across the 
district. 

You may recall that we are currently part of the “Coham Bridge” ward. Under the proposals, 
Thornbury will be part of a new district called “Milton & Tamarside” with two councillors. 
This is known as the “Holsworthy Donut”, as it is basically the district around Holsworthy, 
but excluding Holsworthy Town itself.  See the map below for details. 

The proposed change will happen in May 2019, subject to parliamentary approval, with the 
implementation of new arrangements at local elections. 

Read the full report and view detailed maps at: www.consultation.lgbce.org.uk 
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Draft of Thornbury Parish Council Minutes for February 8th 2017.  Woodacott Chapel, 8pm. 

Present- T. Jollow, K. Hutchings, S. Sanders, C. Ward, Mrs L. Priest, Mrs G. Tabor, Mrs. T. Priest, T.J. 
Priest. Public: Mrs. S. Whitehead, Mr P. Taylor. 

Item: Local Council Ruling states the public are welcome to Parish council meetings and if you want to 
speak or have any questions for councillors please ask clerk at the start of the meeting, then after the 
minutes are signed you will have up to 10mins to do so, that is the only time the public will be able 
communicate with councillors during the meeting. 

1. Minutes 

Matters arising from minutes: These had been sent to all councillors and taken as read. Chairman signed 
as a true record. 
The Transparency Code: clerk stated that an amendment had been made regarding the Nov 9th mins re 
Cheques to sign (items purchased by P Taylor, laptop, software and scanner £488.33, Clerk’s expenses 
£138.07). this would be now posted on Thornbury website.  

2. Planning Matters 
 
Application for land opposite Brendon Cottage has been withdrawn (1/1020/2016/0UT) 
TPC.'s reply to 1/1249/2016/0UT, also this application had been granted.  

3.Purchase of Defibrillator and Training course. At this present time, it was resolved that funds are 
not available to purchase a Defibrillator, it was suggested that the TAP funds could be allocated towards 
this item next year. First Aid course: This course would be included in the next Tatler anybody 
interested could contact the Clerk then together with the names already put forward a date would be 
arranged for participants to attend.  

4. Highway Maintenance: It was resolved to contact any contractors in the Hamlets as to whether 
they would undertake any maintenance in the Hamlets. 
N.D. Healthcare:  No comments.   Local Plan: Still ongoing until Oct 2017. 

5. Joseph & Elizabeth Graham accounts. It was resolved to cancel the Reserve account leaving the 
Current account valid only. 

6.Correspondence for discussion:  

Road repairs at Lashbrook: this had been reported and the defects were due to be repaired asap.  
The Big Lunch around June 28th: this would be advertised in Tatler and anybody willing to help with 
either the venue or being a committee member for this event are asked to contact clerk.  
Sites for DAA night landing: it was confirmed that Holsworthy, Black Torrington, Halwill and Bradworthy 
had 'live sites', and DAA are working with sites at Bradford and Shebbear.  
CAB donation: cheque signed, plus one for transferring data and maintenance to the new Laptop for the 
clerk.  
Local Government Boundary Commission: Thornbury is now classed as an area in Outer Holsworthy. 
Removal of two phone boxes: Thornbury had replied agreeing to this.  

Broadband update: PT gave an update and said the fibre optic broadband went live 6th Jan for 
Thornbury and Woodacott and opened for orders. First connection live on 2nd Feb. There is an issue 
where properties are passed by; he is meeting BT early Feb to progress further with this. Residents not 
getting fibre optic in phase 1 have been using vouchers these have to be completed by 31st March. The 
winner of Phase 2 project contract for this area is not yet known, for the remaining hamlets that are not 
been connected to Phase 1 and will be followed up when the announcement is made.  
 
Precept confirmation. 
 
First contact number for road repairs: councillors were given the contact number for any Highways  
issues.  
 
Waste & Recycling: PT suggested that these new proposals could be put in the Tatler and on website, 
residents would be able to air any concerns through a programme of consultation.  
War Memorial repairs:  T.J. stated that as soon as the weather was suitable these would be carried out. 
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AOB  

Standards Committee Code of Conduct: Clerk to ask Torridge whether the 2014 document which 
Thornbury P.C. had adopted had had any revisions since that date.  
Councillors resolved that the clerk would contact Highways regarding the removal by them of a tree by 
Thornbury Manor, the stump that was left is regarded as being dangerous to traffic if left in its present 
state and asked for a quote on that removal, also Mrs. M. Galley-Taylor had suggested perhaps another 
'tree' could be planted elsewhere, councillors did not think this was feasible due to the regulations from 
DCC as to where this could be planted. 

It was resolved that another account for 'Restricted funds' would be set up, together with the removal 
of D. Mitchell's name on the TPC and J&E Graham accounts.  L.P. and T.J.P. to make appointment. 

The road from Cranapool to Thorn Farm was reported as ‘disintegrating' with mud accumulating, clerk 
to contact Mr David Watkins on this matter.  

Meeting closed to the public for Part 2 at 8.45pm.  Date of next meeting: May 10th  

Changes to Waste and Recycling ? 
 
Torridge District Council are looking at the way Waste and Recycling 
services are delivered across the district. The proposals in outline include: 

·   Weekly recycling collection in boxes and bags with an enhancement  
to include additional mixed plastic materials. 
·   Weekly food waste collection on recycling vehicles. 
·   Fortnightly charged-for garden waste collection offered to 100% of the district, with a 
     charge of £35 per annum. 
·   Fortnightly non-recycled waste collection in black bags. 

The new proposals include a significant extension to the range of materials that the 
Council intend to add to its kerbside recycling collections including nearly all types of 
plastics with only the exception of black plastic. The collection of food waste will also be 
made available to more households and not just those on the current garden waste 
collection rounds which only covers 60% of the district at the moment. Garden waste 
collection will now be offered to the whole of the district at a charge of £35 per annum which 
will contribute to the additional cost the service will face in implementing not only an 
extension of the garden waste service but all the other changes being proposed. 
Torridge is the only authority in Devon which still collects black bag waste on a weekly basis, 
which research and evidence suggests has a restraining effect on the level of 
recycling. The planned changes to a fortnightly black bag collection, while at the same time 
extending the range of plastics collected, and enhancing food waste and garden waste 
collections, are expected to have a positive effect on recycling rates, reducing the amount of 
waste that ends up in expensive and environmentally damaging landfill. By making these 
changes Torridge District Council is attempting to future proof its service taking into account 
the increased 17,200 uplift in housing to be developed within North Devon under the new 
Local Plan - an additional 8,400 houses in Torridge alone; and achieving a value for money 
pragmatic solution. Anybody with a view on the changes can add their comments online at : 
 
http://www.torridge.gov.uk/Consultations or pick up a leaflet from Council reception 
points. The consultation will run until 31st March 2017. 
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You can have your Cat or 
Kitten Neutered NOW! 
for £5 (Means Tested) 

From 1st March 2017, 
Your local  

Cats Protection branch 
is offering neutering for 
cats and kittens aged 4 
months or over for £5. 

Phone: 0784 941 7890 
between 11am and 8pm 

for more information 
and to check if you are 

eligible. 

CATS PROTECTION 
Registered Charity 

203644 
(England & Wales)  

SC037711 (Scotland) 
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Thornbury  Tatler 

 

 EVELYN   
SHARMAN  

 
 

Professional Driving Tuition 
(DVSA ADI)  

 

Tel: 01409 259 848 (Holsworthy)  

Mobile: 07885 352 082  

evelyn.sharman@btinternet.com 
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Emergency Plan Contact Numbers: 
      Chris Ward    S. Wonford - centre   261459 

 Tim Priest     S. Wonford - outlying areas  261673 
 Keith Hutchings     Thornbury - outlying areas   261373 

      George Worth          Lashbrook & Lopthorne                  281336  07966 486575 
      Trevor Jollow    Thornbury - centre      261291 

 Tony Gifford    Brendon       261374 
      Stephen Sanders   Woodacott       261626   07971  695091 
      Thelma Priest          Plan Coordinator                               240194 

 Steve Bond    Snow Warden                           261123   07970 731044 
 

General Emergency Numbers: 
Police, Fire & Ambulance   Emergencies   999 
Police       Non-urgent     101 
Holsworthy Medical Centre   253692 
Devon Doctors (out of hours)   111 
Stratton Hospital—enquiries  01288 320100 

     Stratton Hospital—MIMI   01288 320101 
A&E— Bideford/Barnstaple   01271 322577 
South West Water (leaks)  0800 2300561 
Gas Emergencies      0800 111999 
Electricity Emergencies    0800 4085500 
Power cuts (Western Power)  0800 6783105 
N.H.S. Direct     0845 4647 
Torridge District Council    01237 428700 
D.C.C. Highways     01392 383329 
Environment -S.W. Agency   08708 506506 
Samaritans     08457 909090 
Victim Support     0845 3030900 
 
Your local Police are: 
  Rural Beat Manager: PC 16867 Dominic Plumb 

        Your local PCSO is 30538 Emma Tomkies  
  Holsworthy Police: 101, or 999 in emergency 
  Email: 101@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk 

 
Thornbury Parish Councillors: 
Chairman: Trevor Jollow      Vice Chairman: Keith Hutchings 
Tim Priest, Chris Ward, Stephen Sanders, Gaye Tabor & Liz Priest 
Parish Clerk: Thelma Priest 01409 240194 

 

     Get more local information online at www.thornburyhamlets.com 


