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Message from the Editor
Welcome to my second edition of the Tatler. We don’t have a gardening article this month so
if there is a keen gardener out there who could provide us with good advice on growing fruit
and vegetables each quarter, it would be great to hear from you.
On the front cover of this edition is an extract from the Tithe map of 1839. As part of the
History / Gravestones project we have bought a digital copy of the map and I have included
some information about it in this magazine.

The next edition will focus on Brendon, so over the next couple of months we would like to
speak to residents to find out about you and your hamlet. If you have interesting snippets of
history, old photographs or tales to tell, then share them with the rest of us. South Wonford
will be next, followed by the other hamlets.
I was told that the post box in South Wonford has been closed due to rodent damage and we
have asked Royal Mail who have said it would be checked on February 16th prior to repair or
replacement. Let the Parish Council know if this doesn’t happen and it will be followed up.
The page of contact details has again been checked and updated, most notably with the
inclusion of a new phone number for South West Water.
Again I would like to make an appeal to all readers to provide me with information to be
included in future editions.
Meg Galley-Taylor, 261804, meg@taylor.it

Forthcoming Events
WINE & WISDOM QUIZ NIGHT on Sat 18th April at Bradford Village Hall, funds in aid of
Thornbury, Bradford & Cookbury Churches. 7pm for 7.30pm start. Teams /tables of up to 6
persons, £5.00 per person to include first drink & nibbles. Tickets and info from Sandra on
281128
The next BAG COLLECTION will be on 28th April – clothes, bags, belts, shoes, but NO bric a
brac or sheets/bedding etc now please.
COFFEE MORNING on Wed 6th May at Holsworthy Memorial Hall – 9 am til 12 noon any
offers of help, cakes, tombola prizes, produce gratefully received. For further info contact
Liz on 261312 or Sara on 261105
PROPER WOOLLY on 30-31 May at Holsworthy Livestock Market. An event and market
demonstrating spinning, weaving, dyeing, knitting, crochet by local suppliers and groups.
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Church and Chapel News
Church Services
1st March – 9.30 am Morning Prayer – Dorothy Chandler
8th March – 9.30 am Holy Communion – Kathy Roberts
12th March – 9 am Holy Communion – Kathy Roberts
14th March – 10 am – Saturday Church with songs, prayers & games for all,
followed by informal Holy Communion for those who wish to stay – Bradford Hall
22nd March – 9.30 am Holy Communion – Kathy Roberts
29th March – 11 am Palm Sunday Benefice Holy Communion – Black Torrington
2nd April –7.15 pm - Maundy Thursday Holy Communion – Kathy Roberts
3rd April - 10 am – Hot Cross Buns and Story Time – Bradford Hall
5th April - 9.30 am Holy Communion – Kathy Roberts
11th April – 10 am Saturday Church – Bradford Hall
12th April – 9.30 am Holy Communion – Stuart Wilson
19th April – 9.30 am Morning Prayer – Kathy Roberts
3rd May – 9.30 am Morning Prayer – Wendy Stratton
9th May – 10 am Saturday Church – Bradford Hall
10th May – 9.30 am Holy Communion – Kathy Roberts
17th May – 9.30 am Morning Prayer – Kathy Roberts
24th May – 9.30 am Holy Communion at Cookbury
31st May – 11 am Benefice Holy Communion
Chapel Services
All services are at 11.00 am unless otherwise stated
1st March – No Service
8th March – Rev M Keenan
15th March – No Service
22nd March – Mr M Reeves – Sacrament
29th March – No Service
5th April – Mr J Guy
12th April – Mr C Smale
19th April – Mr R Down
26th April – Mr I Gilkinson
3rd May – No Service
10 May – Concert 7.30 pm, Arscott Ladies Choir. Followed by a supper. All welcome.
17th May – Mr C Nosworthy
24th May – Mrs L Bowden
31st May – No Service
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Message from the Reverend Kathy Roberts
Recently a number of us became aware of the plight of around 1.9 million displaced people
in Iraq. Many had fled their homes with little more than the clothes they were wearing and
now have to live with inadequate shelter.
The UN states that around 40 per cent of these displaced people live in construction sites
and unfinished buildings. Most lack walls, windows or doors, leaving those inside exposed to
the cold, wind and rain. They have no heating, water or sanitation facilities. An Amnesty
International representative found ‘shocking gaps’ in the humanitarian response. Children
were running around in thin clothes in the freezing cold.
Mother of two, Samara Levy, from St Peter’s
Church, Brighton decided to do something to
help after seeing reports of Syrian refugee
children wearing inadequate summer clothing
in snow-covered camps. She asked for
donations of clothing, hired a warehouse and a
lorry
to
take
supplies
into
Iraq.
Donations of money were also needed to cover
costs. She said, "Raising children in a tent in
the snow without being able to give them basic
things like clothes and shoes is unimaginable. I
don't know how those mothers are coping with
day to day life. There have been recent
reports of new-born babies dying in tents
because their families are unable to keep them
warm."
’Trading flip flops for shoes'
After reading this, we wanted to do something to help. In the space of 10 days people from
Highampton to Milton Damerel donated clothing, shoes, boots and bedding. It was all sorted
and packed into 83 banana boxes and taken off to Brighton from where the lorries were
leaving. Hatherleigh Rotary Club paid to transport everything to Brighton.
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Packing banana boxes filled with
winter clothing for displaced
people in Iraq

To date, 5 lorries have gone to northern Iraq carrying enough clothing and bedding to keep
around 30 000 people warm. What a wonderful, warm-hearted response from so many
people, certainly continuing the Christmas message of giving into the cold months of the
New Year!

Welcome !
To David and Sue Whitehead, who have recently moved to ‘Ashleigh’ in Thornbury.

Thornbury Parish Plan Implementation Group

Members Needed
In 2012 we published our Parish Plan and since then a group has
worked to bring about the changes we identified as being within
our control. We now need to revisit the plan and need 2 or 3
new members to join the Group and make things happen.
If you are interested please contact Thelma Priest on 261423 or
thornburydevon-clerk@hotmail.co.uk . As we said in the Plan ...
“It’s your Parish, it is where you live, go on, get involved!”
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Cover Story: Thornbury’s Tithe and Tithe Maps
The tithe was an annual payment of an agreed proportion (originally one-tenth) of the yearly
produce of the land, which was payable by parishioners to the parish church, to support it
and its clergyman. Originally tithes were paid ‘in kind’ (wool, milk, honey, fish, barley etc.).
By 1836 tithes were still payable in most of the parishes in England and Wales, but the
Government had decided on the commutation of tithes—in other words, the substitution of
money payments for payment ‘in kind’ all over the country— and the Tithe Commutation
Act was passed in 1836. A survey of the whole of England and Wales was undertaken in the
decade or so after 1836, to establish boundaries of land, acreage of fields, and states of
cultivation, and parish or district tithe maps showing all plots subject to tithe were produced.
The date for Thornbury’s survey was 20th July 1839.
What is a Tithe Apportionment?
When an overall value for the tithe in a parish or district had been determined, the tithe
rent-charge had to be apportioned fairly among the lands of differing quality and various
uses in the parish, and for this purpose a tithe apportionment linked to the map was drawn
up. In the case of Thornbury, William Routly of Kilkhampton and John Mallet of Great
Torrington were appointed as valuers.* For Thornbury the gross rent charge payable to the
Titheowner in lieu of Tithes was set as £235 10s. There were 223.62018 Bushels of Wheat,
396.63158 Bushels of Barley and 570.90909 Bushels of Oats grown (surprisingly these were
given as decimal parts of the Imperial Bushel) Wheat was priced at 7s 0¼d per Bushel,
Barley at 3s and 11½d and Oats at 2s 9d. The document then goes on to name all of the
landowners and occupiers in order to apportion the charges as a type of land tax.

As well as the digitised Tithe map, I have a digitised copy of the Apportionment Document,
although this has not yet been transcribed for Thornbury so is not searchable. However, if
you know the number of the field from the map, it is an easy matter to find this number on
the document and see who owned and held to land.
If anyone would like to look at their current house or location on the map and find out
who lived there in 1839, then please ask me. Email meg@taylor.it, or ring 261804
The extract on the front of the Tatler shows the two Woodacott Commons labelled as 986
and 1012. There were also Commons at Brendon and Lashbrook Moor.
*(In 1841 John Mallet was a Land Agent born about 1771 living in Peters Marland and
William Routly was a farmer born about 1786 in Holsworthy and living in Kilk.)
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Neighbourhood Watch
Advice on Passwords:
Fraudsters regularly hack into personal online accounts to obtain details which will allow
them to defraud you. To prevent fraudsters, it’s very important to use strong passwords
when setting up and accessing online accounts and online banking.
Passwords should be memorable enough not to have to write them down and long enough
to be unique and hard to guess, which will ensure they are less vulnerable to being stolen. If
it is not possible to remember passwords a password manager could be used to store them
securely on your computer.
Protect yourself:
Make sure passwords are memorable so that you don’t have to write them down. Make sure
they are unique.
Th!nk about how you c0uld change the l3tters in your n0rmal passw0rds to make them more
difficult to gue55!
Use long, non-dictionary words and use different ones for each of your personal accounts
and online banking. Make sure you change them regularly.
Make sure passwords are not stored on devices that have shared access by other people, for
example in internet cafes and when using other public Wi-Fi.
If you believe you have become a victim of account hacking, change your passwords immediately and report to Action Fraud: www.actionfraud.police.uk/report_fraud
Recent incidents in our wider area
1. Bradford. Red Massey tractor parked secure & unattended in farm yard has been stolen.
2. Bradworthy. Three vehicles left parked adjacent to stables in field. Windows of vehicles
broken and entry gained, property stolen.
3. Pyworthy. 1600 litres of Heating Oil has been removed from two tanks. Damage to pump
by sucking debris.
4. Woodland, A3079, Halwill Junction. Digger machine left secure & unattended. Fuel cap
forced and diesel extracted, both side doors forced and batteries taken.

Meg Galley-Taylor, 261804, meg@taylor.it
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Alert: "We are holding a parcel in your name" scam postcards delivered to
resident’s homes
Scam postcards are being delivered to UK homes claiming that a parcel containing
“jewellery” is waiting for the homeowner. The personally addressed postcards say:
“The office is attempting to reach you. To claim this
parcel and accept this offer, you must telephone the
number below immediately and arrange for a
delivery. The item is prepaid, but a processing and
delivery fee of £10 must be remitted. This fee can be
paid only by telephone and only with a credit card.
This is your only notification”
If you call the 020 number you are asked to pay £10 by credit card. Victims who have
reported this to Action Fraud have said that the automated service told them the package
would be delivered the same day, but did not receive anything.
If you receive one these postcards:

Do not call the number provided Do not give your card details
If you receive a delivery card through your letterbox which you do not believe is genuine
and which asks you to dial a premium rate number, you can contact PhonepayPlus on 0800
500 212 (Mon-Fri, 8am-6pm) for further guidance or call Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040
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What is Farm Watch?
It is a scheme which operates in a similar way to a
Neighbourhood Watch Scheme and is run for and by
members of the farming community supported by the
Police.
As a member of Farm Watch you can influence the dissemination and collection of
information about crime, anti-social and suspicious behaviour in our area, in order to
prevent crime. Its aims are to:
Increase the prevention and detection of farm-related crime,
Increase community engagement between individual members, the police and other
farming-related groups,
Reduce the fear of crime in our community,
Increase public confidence in the police and other involved agencies.

Farm Watch is free and anyone from our community can join.
At present our co-ordinator is Christine Summerfield in Bradworthy, but I will soon
become the local coordinator as well as for NHW. In the last couple of weeks Christine has
told me of the following incidents:
A report of theft of 7 x Texel Cross sheep, stolen from a farm in Pyworthy, between 8/2/15
and 10/2/15
Reports of males offering chain saws and generators for sale. If you are approached
please note details including registration number and report it to the Police.
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A Day in the Life - Kerry Smith and her Hat Shop
Along Fore Street in Holsworthy, right behind the post box is a bay window with a hidden
secret. For six years there has been a hat hire shop in there. Not everyone knew this, until
now. If you pass by now, you will see that the hat hire shop has expanded into the premises
next door which used to be the Post Office. It is always worth popping in to see whether I
have something suitable before travelling miles to hire your hat or accessories.
The hat shop was born from my realisation that women had to travel many miles to find
beautiful hats to hire for weddings and special occasions. It seemed the perfect opportunity
to create a business. I'm Kerry Smith and I began collecting hats and fascinators in 2007
after a business in Barnstaple closed and I bought about 50 hats. I had a small room at the
back of my Mum's furniture shop, where ladies could bring their outfit and I could then find
suitable matching accessories.
After three years I had to move as my Mum was retiring, so the room behind the post box
which had been my craft studio where I made handmade wedding stationery and cards
became the showroom for my hats. This gave me more passing trade so business started to
increase. There were many days when ladies lined up in the corridor, patiently waiting to see
me, sometimes as many as ten a day. By this time, my collection of hats, fascinators and
bags had grown to over 400 hats, varying in style, colour and size. I was also dressing hats
with extra feathers, Sinamay (coloured mesh made
from the abaca tree) and trims to match outfits.
I am keen to provide a personal, professional service
for each customer; being mum of the bride or groom
is a very exciting and emotional time. Many ladies
come in fearing hats and don’t want to stand out
from the crowd. I then try to show them a variety of
colours, styles and sizes of hats and fascinators and
explain how a hat can complete an outfit and make
you stand out without the fear of being over the top.
Each wedding and every person is so different and
there is a story to tell every time. As I meet the
ladies I start with basic details of the day ahead,
slowly building on this as I get to know each person
and learn the themes and ideas they have.
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We then work together to find the perfect head wear and accessories for the outfit and
personality of the lady. I am always honest about choices that are made, I want everyone to
feel special, but remain comfortable and at ease. Some ladies love the thrill of wearing a
frivolous hat, the bigger the better sometimes!
I also alter hats and fascinators by adding extra trims. I can make bespoke fascinators and
even corsages. I have never gone on any courses but am self-taught by taking fascinators
apart and re-building them. I love it.
I welcome ladies’ groups to come along for an evening to experience my collection. I give an
informal talk and then everyone tries hats on. It really is great fun. Please contact me if you
would like to organise an evening. We supply tea, coffee and cakes and a lot of laughter!
The main hat shop in the old post office can be viewed during the week and the dressing
room next door is available for appointments. I can organise evening or Saturday
appointments to suit you and am hoping to provide an appointment only service this year, to
ensure an even better service to each customer.
I am delighted to have gained several awards for
my customer service. In 2011 I won the North
Devon Journal 'Excellence in Customer Service'
Award. This was followed by a runner up award in
the West Country Wedding Awards in 2012 and I
have been a finalist every year since. The awards
are all based on customer comments and
feedback, and receiving them makes me so proud.
There are exciting times ahead for the hat shop. I plan to introduce some new and pre-loved
outfits for Mums of the brides/ grooms and guests. I would also like to stock pashminas and
some jewellery. I love every part of my job but without the support of the ladies I have met
so far, I would not be here today.
The job is perfect for my family life, I have three boys and my work fits around them. My
diary starts to fill up in March and it is full steam ahead until late October. I also organise the
annual Wedding Fayre in Holsworthy every September, to showcase local businesses. So if
you have a wedding or special occasion coming up, please do pop in and see the wide range
of hats, fascinators and bags available for hire. I look forward to meeting you. Please visit
www.holsworthyhathire.co.uk for more information.
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Faster Broadband ? Maybe this year…..
Firstly, a big thank you to all those who sent me results from their broadband speed tests. As
expected, the speed of service decreases the further that you are from the Milton Damerel
BT exchange. The “league table” for average speed looks like this:
Brendon: 1.9Mbps, South Wonford: 1.9Mbps, Thornbury: 1.5Mbps, Woodacott: 1.0Mbps,
Lashbrook: 0.5Mbps. There is NO real difference between any of the service providers, as
it’s the BT ‘wire in the ground’ that matters here. As you see, nobody had better than
2Mbps, which is seen as being the minimum acceptable under the Government’s plans (see
the previous Tatler for details). Which means we ALL need to be part of the Connecting
Devon and Somerset (CDS) faster broadband project that is ongoing.
So what has been happening in the past 3 months? You will have seen the new Openreach
(BT) concrete pits, ducts and ‘telegraph’ poles across parts of the parish, which are the first
step towards the upgrade. Limited information has been published, but after long email
discussions with CDS, on February 17th I received this statement from CDS: “Survey has
been completed and the planning work is nearly complete. We plan for build work to start
shortly. They (BT Openreach) said they are still working to the December date.“
They have also provided this updated map:
LIVE

COMING SOON

(X marks Thornbury Church):

UNDER EVALUATION

OUT OF PROGRAMME
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This is good news for many, but this map shows that although most of the parish is coloured
in blue and so is still “in scope”, there are some areas that are not, and certainly the
surrounding grey area is not. There is also a note of caution that some areas elsewhere in
the county have later been downgraded to “out of scope” despite earlier statements to the
contrary, but we can only hope that in the our case, the fact that holes have already been
dug in the ground and new telegraph poles put up is a positive sign ! Only time will tell…..

You may also have seen the media coverage of the unrest being caused by the seeming
complacency of CDS to the fact that 5% of users in our counties will still not have broadband
at better than 2Mbps by 2017 when the programme ends. With the Election coming,
politicians are being pressed hard on this point, and questions are being asked about the
value for money that BT are delivering to the CDS programme. You may want to add weight
to the argument by contacting our MP (and indeed other candidates), and making your
feelings known. It is simply unacceptable that Holsworthy has broadband speeds of up to
70Mbps, and parts of Thornbury Hamlets may get nothing more than they have today.
I will keep in close touch with CDS in the coming months and report back: in the meantime,
please let me know if you hear from CDS, BT or anywhere else with any information on the
scope and timing of the broadband upgrade for the parish. Fingers and everything else
crossed !
Paul Taylor, paul@taylor.it, 261804

Copy Date: Please send all information, events, announcements etc for the
Summer edition to the Editor by 15th May at the latest.
We would also like to recruit “reporters” in each of the Hamlets, to help collect news, so if
you are interested in helping, please contact the Editor.
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Join the Revolution!
Postees Mail Services are a local postal service operating from Brandis Corner, five miles
outside of Holsworthy.
Collections (from EX20, 21, 22 & 23 postcodes) are made daily from local businesses, with
delivery the same or next day to their customers. Geared towards business traffic, Postees
offers same or next day delivery of letters and packages for a delivery charge at least 10%
less than its competitors. We offer credit facilities – so use the service before you pay for it!

Postees runs alongside BAC Couriers, a delivery service for over 100 online shopping
outlets such as Next, Amazon, Dorothy Perkins, Cotton Traders and many more well known
brands. They currently deliver up to 6,000 parcels per week to an area stretching from Week
St Mary to Whiddon Down, Tavistock to Torrington.
We are currently looking to expand both businesses into Exeter, then Barnstaple.
Postees / BAC Director Mike Clark said: “This is an opportunity for people to both save money and support local enterprise. Currently we have created 12 jobs and believe with local
support this could build to over thirty within 12 months. As we succeed and grow further
we will in turn, support local charities and worthwhile causes”.

For further information – or to explore the possibility of working for us - please contact Mike,
Jane Drummond or John Ody on 01409 231106.
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FLOWER ROTA for ST PETER’S CHURCH – could you spare an hour or two a
couple of times a year? Do you like flower arranging? You don’t have to be an
expert or be a regular church attender! If you would like to join the rota please
do let me know. Liz 261312
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Don’t forget…..
The clocks go
forward on
29th March
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Emergency Plan Contact Numbers:
Chris Ward
Tim Priest
Keith Hutchings
Glen Headland
Trevor Jollow
Tony Gifford
Central Co-ordinator:
Thelma Priest
Snow Warden:
Steve Bond

S.Wonford - centre
S.Wonford - outlying areas
Thornbury - outlying areas
Lashbrook & Lopthorne
Thornbury - centre
Brendon

261459
261673
261373
281959
261291
261374

261423 or 07779461497
261123 or 07970 731044

General Emergency Numbers:
Police, Fire & Ambulance
Police
Holsworthy Medical Centre
Devon Doctors (out of hours)
A&E – Stratton Hospital
A&E— Bideford/Barnstaple
South West Water (leaks)
Gas Emergencies
Electricity Emergencies
Power cuts (Western Power)
N.H.S. Direct
Torridge District Council
D.C.C. Highways
Environment -S.W.Agency
Samaritans
Victim Support

Emergencies 999
Non-urgent 101
253692
08456 710270
01288 287700
01271 322577
0800 2300561
0800 111999
0800 4085500
0800 6783105
0845 4647
01237 428700
01392 383329
08708 506506
08457 909090
0845 3030900

Your local Police are:
SGT 14298 Pennie Channing
PC 14936 Andy Moakes
P.C.S.O. 30643 Mark James
Holsworthy Police 259461
Email: 101@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk
Thornbury Parish Councillors:
Chairman: Trevor Jollow Vice Chairman: Keith Hutchings
Tim Priest, Chris Ward, Stephen Sanders, Gaye Tabor & Liz Priest
Parish Clerk: Thelma Priest 261423

