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Message from the Editor 

Welcome to the latest edition of the Tatler, which contains a number of interesting articles as 
well as the promised ‘Focus on Brendon’.  There is advice on how to help bees as well as an 
update on the recent local elections and a message from your new Torridge Councillor.  You 
can read about how a new milking herd was established to support our local ice cream       
production as well as reminiscences of bygone Brendon. 

The page of contact details has again been checked and updated, most notably with the     
inclusion of new emergency contact numbers for residents of Lower Woodacott.   

Again I would like to make an appeal to all readers to provide me with information to be    
included in future editions, especially if you live in South Wonford, as this will be the focus of 
the next edition.    

Meg Galley-Taylor, Editor. 261804, meg@taylor.it  

 

Cider and Pasty Walk 

 

 
Raising funds for Thornbury Church 

Sunday 21st June 2.30 – 4.30 at  Henscott Farm. 

Cost £7 per adult and £3 for children up to the age of 12 

For details telephone Sara on 261760 or Liz on 261312   Booking essential! 

 

Free Trees on The Green AT LAST!! 

We have eventually managed to plant the 7 apple trees and one 

cherry tree on the green at Woodacott.  Since buying the trees the 

weather and the ground have been against us, but thanks to the hard 

work of Roger and Bert Sanders, and Thelma Priest, who have   

weeded, imported better soil and weeded yet again, we were     

eventually able to get the trees in on Saturday 16th May. There are 

Cox’s, James Grieve and Bramley apples, all on dwarfing rootstock as 

well as a mazzard (a local North Devon cherry) called Small Black 

which is self-fertile and is also on dwarfing rootstock. 

Thanks again to the Sylvanus Trust for the money to buy the trees, 

stakes, ties, guards and matting. 
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Church and Chapel News 
 

Church Services 
7th June – 9.30 am – Morning Prayer – Kathy Roberts 
14th June – 9.30am – Holy Communion – Kathy Roberts 
21st   June – 9.30am – Morning Prayer – Kathy Roberts 
28th June – 9.30am – Holy Communion Patronal Service – Kathy Roberts 
 

For services in July and August please see Church notice boards or the Thornbury website.  
 
Chapel Services 
All services are at 11.00 am unless otherwise stated 
7th June – Mr J Guy 
14th June – Rev M Keenan 
21st June – No Service 
28th June – Mrs L Bowden 
5th July – No Service 
12th July – No Service but there is a joint service as part of St Peter’s Fair to be held at   

 11.30 in the square in Holsworthy 
19th July – No Service 
26th July – Rev M Keenan - Sacrament 
2nd August – Mr C Parish 
9th August – No Service but a joint service at Holsworthy Beacon Chapel 
16th August – No Service 
23rd August – Mr M Reeves 
30th August – No Service 
 

Last Quarter’s fundraisers 
 
COFFEE MORNING – thank you to everyone who helped and supported the Coffee Morning 
in Holsworthy on Wed 6th May, we raised £227.70 which is a great total.  We will be having 
another on September 30th so put the date in your diary.  This will be a joint event with 
Woodacott Chapel and any donations of cakes, sausage rolls, quiches, plants, jams,           
marmalade, and items for the tombola will be gratefully received.  More on this next time. 
BAG COLLECTION – Many thanks to everyone who donated bags of clothes for our bag      
collection – we collected 160 kg. which resulted in a payment of £64.  We will have another 
collection in the autumn so please keep collecting.  If you have friends or family who are 
moving house please let them know about our collections.  Bags can always be stored at the 
church before the collection time. 
WINE AND WISDOM QUIZ NIGHT – was on 18th April at Bradford and Cookbury Village Hall.  
Thanks to everyone who supported the event. Funds raised: Thornbury Church - £259.62,  
Bradford Church - £129.81, Cookbury Church - £129.81 and Christian Aid -  £149.00.  
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St Peter’s Church Thornbury 

Letter from Thornbury Parochial Church Council 

We had fantastic support from local people for the church roof repairs.  It means that we 
now have a dry building where everyone locally can hold their family christening, wedding 
or funeral.  We are always pleased to support you on these important family occasions.  The 
church though should be more than an empty building, it needs people!  So we would 
equally be pleased to see you at our regular Sunday services. 

We are currently trialling our services so that they are always at 9.30 a.m.  The 1st and 3rd 
Sundays are Morning Prayer and the 2nd and 4th Sundays are Holy Communion. 

Why not give our Morning Prayer on the first Sunday in the month a go?  We shall be     
serving coffee after this service.  If you prefer a Holy Communion service, remember you do 
not have to be confirmed to receive Holy Communion.  All are welcome. 

Although our building is now in good condition, maintenance is still ongoing, so we hope 
you will continue to support our coffee mornings and other fundraising events. 

 

KATHY ROBERTS APPOINTED AS NEW DEAN OF WOMEN’S MINISTRY 
  
On April 20th Kathy Roberts, rural dean and vicar of our Parish, was installed as the first Dean 

of Women’s Ministry in the diocese at a special service of Evensong in Exeter Cathedral. She 

was also appointed as a Prebendary of the Cathedral.  Bishop Robert said that he was 

‘delighted’ to be appointing Kathy to this important ministry. 

 

Reverend Kathy Roberts being installed at Exeter Cathedral. Photo Nicky Davies 
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Message from the Reverend Kathy Roberts  - Waiting 

 
Our life is about waiting. Endless waiting in a queue at the checkout. Waiting for a baby 
to arrive. For Kate and William - and the rest of the world - the waiting is over! An      
election result, a new government - will it be any better than the previous one? The nail-
biting wait for exam results. The excitement and anticipation of Christmas - ask any child. 
The stress and anxiety in a waiting area at A and E. Waiting when sleep eludes us. We are 
always wanting something to happen. John Lennon once wisely said 'Life is what happens 
when you're busy making other plans'. How do we use our waiting times?  

We can relax, reading a book or watching a television programme while dinner is cook-
ing. Waiting can be less relaxed for children doing their homework last thing on a Sunday 
evening!   Waiting at A and E can be stressful and frightening. Some waiting is stressful 
and downright infuriating - behind slow-moving traffic, or listening for the umpteenth 
time to 'Your call is important to us, please wait for the next available operator....'  Our 
hearts break as we sit waiting with a beloved person who is terminally ill.  
 
Tich Nhat Hanh Zen Master, spiritual leader, poet and peace activist, during lectures 
would have someone ring a little bell at intermittent intervals. He would break off what 
he was saying and beam at the audience and say 'Present Moment, Wonderful Moment'. 
But we also have many not-at-all-wonderful moments. We all have them. In each mo-
ment of waiting we have a choice, split-second maybe, of how we are going to respond. It 
could be with anger or impatience, or resignation and hopelessness. Or we could ask our-
selves what the invitation of this particular moment is.  
 
Ultimately what counts is how present we are in our waiting moments to the gift and 
reality of our own life, and those lives that touch and often intertwine ours.  Don't wish 
away the waiting moments. They are our life. They are the lives of our children and 
grandchildren. And even the waiting with those whose lives are ebbing away can be 
tinged with a sweetness, filled with a depth and intensity that would not otherwise have 
been possible. 

Be strong and let your heart take courage, says David the Psalmist. In quietness and trust 
shall be your strength, says the Bible - and that comes from using waiting creatively and 
positively, allowing it to nourish our bodies and minds, rather than sap our energy, tense 
our muscles, raise our blood pressure and mess with our minds. 

 
The way we use our waiting times is a choice- they can give us life or they 
can dull and depress us. How will we respond to the invitation each 
waiting moment presents?  
        Kathy 
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Events at Holsworthy Library 

There are lots of exciting things happening at your local library!  As well as borrowing books, 

DVDs and CDs you can join in with activities ranging from knitting to walking.  If you would 

like to meet people and maybe try out a new activity then come along and see us. New faces 

always welcome. The following events run in the library on a regular basis and are all free.  

Knit and Natter: The first Thursday of each month from 2:00. A chance to meet other 

knitters so come along whether you are an experienced knitter or a total novice (feel free to 

bring crochet, embroidery or other crafts). 

Creative Writing sessions with Earthcore Press: 2nd Tuesday of each month, 10:00-12:00 

Walking Book Group: Every other month. Just like a regular book group except the books 

are discussed on a walk and have a focus on the natural world. 

Library Lions Book Group: The second Tuesday of each month, 4:00 – 4:45 (term time only). 

A fun and friendly book group for children aged 7-10.  Places are limited so please contact 

staff to book. 

We also often run craft sessions for children in the school holidays. Contact the library or 

pop in for more details about any of these events:  

01409 253514, holsworthy.library@devon.gov.uk, Holsworthy Library on Facebook 

  What’s on in the wider area 

 

St Peters Fair, Holsworthy, 4th July – 11th July  

Okehampton Food & Folk Festival, July 5th  

Sheepwash Summer Fete, 1st August  

North Devon Show, Umberleigh, 5th August 8am – 6pm 

Okehampton Agricultural Show, 13th August  

Summer Carnival, Bude, August 15th  

Holsworthy & Stratton Agricultural Show, Thursday 27th August  

Torrington Bonfire, Torrington. 29th August  

Don’t forget….. It’s the FUN DAY 

on Saturday July 18th at 5pm  
including Dog Show, Car Boot, BBQ and much more, at Parkville, Thornbury 

 by kind permission of Mr. & Mrs Eddie Comper  
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Parish Council News 

Following the elections on May 9th the following people make up your Parish Council (PC): 

Keith Hutchings, Trevor Jollow, Liz Priest, Tim Priest, Stephen Sanders, Gaye Tabor 
Christopher Ward 

Turnout was very good at over 81% compared to 66% nationally.  Only 45 people in the   
parish failed to vote. If, like me, you don’t know what the roles and responsibilities of your 
Parish Council is, then here is a brief summary. 

A Councillor’s job it to represent the interests of the Community; the Chairman, Councillors 
and Clerk are individual members of the team working together as a unit, each one           
interpreting their role in different ways, behaving in an ethical way and being open about 
their interests. An active PC will take the lead in producing a Parish Plan and will establish 
sound internal control. 

At the first meeting they must elect a Chairman and are recommended to elect a Vice   
Chairman.  A quorum is a minimum of three or one third of the members. 

The PC has power to raise money through the Council Tax (Precept) whilst having regard to 
the impact of the Council Tax paid by residents. 

They must hold 3 meetings a year as well as an AGM, and they must all be advertised 3 
working days before the meeting.  The public are encouraged to attend unless they are    
excluded when it would be prejudicial to the public interest to have them present. 

A PC can’t usually grant or refuse planning permission but it can offer its opinion and try to 
influence specific decisions and planning policies based on local knowledge.  

At the meeting held on May 14th Trevor Jollow was re-elected Chair, Keith Hutchings  as 
Vice Chair and Thelma Priest as Clerk.  It was agreed that: 

 Town and Parish funding for 2015-16 would be given to the North Devon Hospice 
Long House in Holsworthy. Last year’s funds have gone towards a Water Boiler which 
can be used for any event throughout the hamlets and permanent signs advertising 
these events which will be placed around the village. 

 A grant to re-concrete and generally clean up the War Memorial will be applied for. 

 The Emergency plan was reviewed and Stephen Sanders would replace Denise   
Mitchell as a contact for Lower Woodacott.  Thelma will inform residents. 

 There  are funds which  will  be made  available to Thornbury and Bradford  and  
Cookbury  PCs from the ‘Vaglefield Turbine’.  A meeting is to be arranged between 
the two PCs to discuss the requirements stated from the benefactors. 
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Torridge District Council News 

We now have a new Councillor for our Ward, Coham Bridge, which is made up from the  
parishes of Black Torrington, Bradford, Cookbury, Sheepwash & Thornbury.  It covers 27 sq. 
miles or about 7,000 hectares and has a population of about 1,670 in 742 households (2007 
figures).  His name is Philip Hackett and you may have met him when he was canvassing the 
village during the election.  This is his personal message to you. 

Firstly I would like to pay tribute to my predecessor, Gaye Tabor, for the eight years that she 
has served on Torridge District Council. The election has been a personal rollercoaster for 
me, with the high point meeting the Prime Minister two days before Election Day. Sadly my 
92 year old Mother died during the campaign and I had to be at the crematorium in Barnsta-
ple before going on to Holsworthy in the afternoon for the count. Whatever the result, win 
or lose, the day had left me with a greater perspective. 

I was born in Tavistock and due to my father's career in banking, moved to Gloucestershire 
from Honiton when I was ten. My life has centred around horses ever since I learnt to ride 
at school aged six. I was an administrator at the Jockey Club in London for five years before 
becoming an amateur rider back in Gloucestershire. After leaving racing I came back to   
Devon and set up a livery yard near Okehampton to break and train horses before I moved 
to Holemoor for several years. I then moved to Sheepwash in 2005 and became involved in 
the Parish Council which led to me standing for Coham Bridge. 

As your District Councillor I will aspire to be a worthy advocate for your issues, to represent 
you, and I hope that you feel that you are able to pick up the phone and discuss your       
concerns with me. My ambition is to be more than a name, but someone that you know, a 
councillor who can make a difference to you as an individual and also work to better our 
community. With the highest turnout in Torridge of 82.17% (5% higher than the next     
highest ward), Coham Bridge matters; I want your voice to be heard! 

My email address is councillor.hackett@torridge.gov.uk  and my home phone number is 
01409 231310. 

Philip Hackett. 

Copy Date:  Please send all information, events, announcements etc for the 

Autumn edition to the Editor by 15th August at the latest. 

We would also like to recruit “reporters” in each of the Hamlets, to help collect news, so if 

you are interested in helping, please contact the Editor. 
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Neighbourhood and Farm Watch  

There have been a disturbing number of reports of sheep worrying.  These include a report 
where a dog was seen to be worrying sheep and alpaca in the Bradworthy area and a report 
of dogs worrying sheep and lambs in a field in the Exeter/Mid Devon area.    
Residents are reminded that whoever is walking/in charge of the dog is liable to prosecution 
under Section 1 of the Dogs-(Protection of Livestock) Act of 1953. I have also been informed 
of the following crimes in our area: 
 
●   Burglaries to holiday cottages and similar vacant properties in the Bradworthy area.  
Damage was caused to windows and a back door. Please can neighbours of holiday lets and 
vacant properties please be vigilant. Report any suspicious activity around such properties 
promptly to the Police. 
●   A loader with spike 52mm tow hitch that can lift 1 1/2 ton and weighs 1/3 of a ton has 
been stolen from a field in Holsworthy between March-April. It is grey with the under paint 
being red.  
●   A bale spike and troughs were recently taken from a farm in Broadwoodwidger 
●   In Milton Damerel the chapel was entered causing substantial damage to the main door 
●   In Holsworthy Beacon property was stolen from an open fronted farm shed  situated at 
the side of property. 
●   At Woodacott, a 8ft x 4ft sign on roadside at entrance to the Holiday Park has been stolen 
●   On the A3079 layby, at Halwill Junction 2 metal digger buckets that were left unattended 
under another bucket attached to mini-digger have been stolen. 
 
There have also been reports of the following scams: 
●   Online auction websites are being used by fraudsters to advertise agricultural machinery 
for sale which doesn’t exist. The fraudster gets their victim to agree to purchase farming 
machinery via email.  The victim then receives emails claiming to be from genuine payment 
merchants or auction websites stating that the money they have paid will be held in an 
‘escrow account’.  It indicates the money will be released to the seller, once the person has 
confirmed that they’re happy with the purchase and that this will provide ‘buyer protection’. 
In reality these emails are fraudulent and the money is stolen. 
●   Fraudsters also regularly offer tickets for music festivals and popular sporting events 
scheduled for the summer. The tickets are generally offered for sale in the spring time and as 
the official tickets are sometimes not released until weeks before the event, potential      
victims don’t realise they have been deceived for some time after parting with their hard 
earned money. The internet is the most common place where this occurs; on platforms such 
as bogus websites, online auction sites and via social media. 
Be vigilant and if the vehicle or ticket is below market value consider whether this is an    
opportunity which really is too good to be true! 
 
Coordinator: Meg Galley-Taylor, 261804, meg@taylor.it 
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A brief Introduction to Beekeeping 

I have been keeping bees, on and off, since my father bought a couple of hives in the 1950’s; 
it is such a vast and fascinating subject that I never stop learning more each year. 

I have about 20 hives dotted around the garden and do my own queen rearing.  My bees are 
Buckfast bees bred by Brother Adam of Buckfast Abbey and as bees go, are fairly quiet. 

It takes 21 days for a new bee to hatch.  A worker bees lives for only about 6 weeks during 
the summer, extending to about 6 months in the winter, drones live for 6 to 7 weeks but a 
queen bee will live for up to 3 years. 

In the autumn I harvest some of the honey, leaving some for the bees.  Bees hibernate in the 
winter and only fly when the temperature is above 10⁰ Celsius / 50⁰ Fahrenheit, so in       
autumn I feed them with sugar syrup to supplement the stores to carry them through the 
harsh weather. To support my bees it is essential to grow the right plants and flowers and 
amongst others I grow borage, sunflowers, dahlias, Michaelmas daisies and lavender.   

The bees love clover but the modern varieties have flowers 
which are too deep for them to harvest the nectar.  Bees will 
forage up to three miles from the hive for nectar and so it will 
really help if more people grow nectar-rich plants in their      
gardens.  In return bees improve the pollination of fruit such as 
apples by carrying pollen between flowers.  If bees find a good 
supply of pollen they do a dance to tell their hive mates where 
to go.  The pollen is stored in cells in the autumn to feed the 
brood in late winter when they start to hatch and before the 
spring pollen is available for the new brood.  

Borage flower 

If you suffer from hay fever you are well advised to 
obtain honey from your nearest beekeeper to help 
alleviate your symptoms, taking it daily throughout 
the year. Honey has many other properties such as 
healing wounds, but it must be pure and not blended. 

Bees are under threat from diseases such as those 
carried by Varroa mites, not to mention sprays, both 
agricultural and garden, so please try to limit your use 
in the local area and if you do have to spray then do so 
in the evening when bees are less active.  Without 
bees the human race will be in dire straits so its      
essential that we do our best to keep the alive and 
healthy. 

Ian Fraser, Beekeeper. 
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This is the first of the planned series of articles focusing on each of the hamlets.  
Straightaway, I must say is that this is my own research into the history of Brendon.  I am no 
expert and have been helped in this endeavour by several very helpful and well informed 
residents.  What is apparent is that lots of people have historic and family papers and      
photographs that cover Brendon but no one person has the full picture.  This is doubtless 
repeated in the other hamlets.  I therefore put out an appeal to all of you historians out 
there to come together to properly record your history before it is lost.  Any mistakes in this 
short history are mine so please correct me if you have better information.   

Many questions have arisen in my quest. For       
example there exists a large map of Brendon, hand 
drawn in Indian ink on linen and then hand coloured 
on the back. I suspect that it relates to the sale of 
land as all the coloured plots are numbered and the 
remaining uncoloured ones have names against 
them such as George Harris and Mr Penwarden.  The 
limited research I have done indicates that this 
George Harris may be the one from Vaglefield in the 
neighbouring parish.  Do you know the date of the 
map, as the owners don’t?  What do you think it was 
for as the numbers are different from the Tithe   

Apportionment map of 1839?  Does it relate to a sale that we know took place in 1912? 

The History of Brendon  There are several places named Brendon in the UK and at least 
one other, larger and more famous, village in Devon which is situated near Exmoor.  The 
origin of the name of this village of Brendon is that it contains two Old English place-name 
elements, the first - from brom - referring to the plant broom and the second - from dun - 
which tends to signify a fairly extensive and flat hill or upland expanse.  It therefore seems 
likely that our Brendon is similarly named as it in the 1939 Tithe apportionment map it is 
clearly located near to an area marked as Brendon Moor.   

In a book by Sonia Roberts about life in Brendon in the early 1950s, she reports that all of 
the ancient farmhouses in Brendon were close together with the land radiating from this 
centre, each having a proportion of marsh, which she described as ‘truly all mud and rushes’.  
These marshes were burned every February and were home to snipe and woodcock.  At this 
time of year she says you could believe you had been transported to the Everglades of     
Florida with the streams of lichen hanging off the alder, ash and bog oak. She tells the story 
of the threshing machine that toured the district in the winter to thresh the sheaves of oats 
that famers had grown as fodder and of the joint cider pressing at The Barton in Thornbury 
when there was a bumper crop of apples in 1952.  However she also describes the very poor 
state of repair of many of the cottages, with leaking roofs, crumbling walls and certainly  

 

 

Cover Story:   Focus on Brendon 
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no electricity or running water even in the 50s.  
 
On both the 1839 map, and the latest maps, Brendon is a closely clustered community with 
the cottages, gardens and land all jumbled together around the back lanes and tracks leading 
off  the main Woodacott to Holsworthy Beacon road.  Geographically, it is much  closer to 
this latter settlement than to the rest of Thornbury Hamlets and yet for over 175 years, and 
probably longer, it has been part of Thornbury Parish.  From what I have been told it seems 
that for many years  the children of the hamlet went to school in Holsworthy, walking all the 
way and apparently stopping for a drink of water at Blagdon Wharf in the summer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Brendon in 1839              Brendon from Google Earth 
 

Landowners   In 1839 the main land owners and occupiers were Emanuel Cole (Lower 
Brendon Farm), David Penwarden (Higher Brendon Farm), Richard Rowland (Hoopers Farm) 
and Joanna Routley (Jewels Brendon).  Joanna is given as the occupier as her husband 
Matthew had died in June of that year.  Attempting to follow these families through the  
censuses shows that several families seem to have died out, at least in the Brendon area, as 
there were no children, with the men marrying late in life or not at all.  The one family that 
did remain in the area were the Routleys. 

The Routleys  They originated from Clawton but Matthew and Joanna Routley came to 
Brendon soon after their marriage in 1802 as all of their children were born in Thornbury.  
The family remained in Brendon / Thornbury and married into other local families including 
the Sluggetts, Coles and the Skinners.  John Routley (1810 – 1875) bought Jewells Brendon 
Farm in the lower part of Brendon and he seems to have had just 2 children who survived to 
adulthood.  Eventually William Routley, John’s son (1856 - 1937) married Elizabeth Teneer in 
1898 when he was 42 and they had 6 children, two of whom died in infancy and one who  
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died aged 7, possibly of diphtheria.  William sold Jewells Brendon in 1912 and moved to 
Coles Brendon.  About this time the  Osborne family bought their house from the Routleys, 
reportedly for £50. 

Edwin, William’s youngest son took over the farm and 
he had 3 children, two of whom still live in Brendon.  
They were both born in the family farmhouse and   
remember ploughing with horses and concerts in an 
old barn in Brendon where their grandfather played 
the violin.  He had also played to lead the hymns and    
singing at the opening of the Beacon Chapel in 1882.  
In 1911 the families living in Brendon included the  
Jollows (Carpenters) Daveys (Farm Labourers) Daniels 
(Farmers) and Priests (Farmers).  All names that have 
been associated with the village for many years.  It is 
very difficult to work out exactly where people lived in 
the past censuses as like today almost all of the 
cottages seem to be called Brendon Cottage  How the 
poor delivery folk ever find the right house is beyond 
me!   
 
William Routley in around 1905. 

 
As I said at the beginning, this is my version of what I have been told.  Please feel free to 
correct, supplement or completely change this history.  It is yours and not mine so let’s    
record it before it’s too late.   
 
Next time, we will focus on South Wonford, so please do look out any historical documents 
and recall your family stories of village life. 



Thornbury Tatler       June 2015 

 

A Day in the Life of Steve Urquhart – A family enterprise. 

I was born in Windsor but moved to Cranbury Farm near Brendon as a child.  I helped on the 

smallholding as a young boy and kept some cows from when I was about 14.  When I left 

school I worked on local farms and milked 220 cows as a relief milker.  I then worked for a 

couple of agricultural contractors until I had enough capital to set up a small scale            

agricultural business myself.  I subsequently worked as an agricultural demonstrator but, 

when 3 years ago, the opportunity to take over the Dunstable Farm tenancy came along, 

Bridget and I jumped at it.  Chances like this don’t come along very often for people who 

don’t inherit or take over tenancy of family farms.  This wasn’t easy as I had to start from 

nothing. 

We started farming with beef cattle but as Dunstaple Farm Ice Cream was sourcing milk  

outside, we all decided that we liked the idea of milk and ice cream being produced on the 

farm and I started milking in October 2014.   

Starting out was difficult as I had to install a milking parlour at the farm and I was working 

around the clock to get it ready for the herd.  I also had to go out to work to financially    

support the new venture.   I looked for an established herd and eventually found one to suit 

the farm in Sussex.  The cows were mainly British Friesians but with a few Norwegian Reds.  

Jeremy Bond gave his advice, and I am grateful to him and to other local famers and     

neighbours who have helped over the last 12 months.   

It is very much a family business so for example Danielle, who is currently teaching at    

Bradford Primary School, does the relief milking and today, because I will be going out with 

the silage team (Dean’s contracting business) Danielle will come back from teaching and 

milk the Dunstaple herd.  She has done this 

since the beginning and shadowed me to 

learn what to do.  It was a completely new 

thing for her but she really loves doing it and 

is very involved with the herd.  When the 

herd arrived from Sussex and one of the 

Norwegian Reds came off the lorry, Danielle 

said I’m going to call that one Harriet Potter 

as she has a white ‘lightning’ stripe down 

her face.  She is now the cow with the most 

character in the herd. 

Harriet Potter with her lightning stripe 
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We have really close links with the Dunstaple Ice Cream business and most of the milk goes 
there but some does now go to local cheese makers.  We are now looking to the future and 
producing our own cream.    

What is really nice is that Bridget’s great-grandparents farmed at Dunstaple and her      
grandfather, Adolphus Jones was born there in October 1912.  He farmed there with his wife, 
her grandmother, when they were first married in the 1930’s, but they left and moved to 
Bridgerule in March 1944, when the farm was bought by the Martin family.  My brother Will 
relief milked at Dunstaple for Colin Martin.   Bridget’s granny is still alive at 103 and although 
she does get rather confused at times she does know that we are back at Dunstaple and she 
is thrilled.   

Tommy, Jo and the family at Dunstaple Farm Ice Cream are really pleased with how it is all 
working out and I am doing what I always wanted to do.  We have a family enterprise that 
involves us all!  

Dunstaple Farm Dairy Ice Cream 

Tom had been working at Thorne Farm milking cows and doing general farm work for several 
years when the Ice Cream side of the business, Thorne Farm Ice Cream, came up for sale in 
1999. We decided to buy it and move it back to my family farm and rename it Dunstaple 
Farm Dairy Ice Cream.  For the first few months we carried on producing the ice cream at 
Thorne Farm while we built our own factory and then when it was finished we moved the 
whole thing back here to Dunstaple.  

We started out with 17 customers and over the years have built up our customer base to 
approximately 250. We bought the ice cream recipe along with the business and to start off 
with it was very much trial and error, with several mixes of ice cream having to be discarded 
along the way, but over the years Tom has developed the product into what it is today.  

In the beginning we used to print paper labels and stick them on with glue whereas now, 

even though we still stick them on by hand, we have our own printer which prints onto  

proper sticky labels. We used to write out all the invoices by hand while sitting around the 

kitchen table but as we have progressed we have it all computerised as it would take us far 

too long to do it by hand now.  

When we started out my parents, Colin and Mary Martin, were running the farm side of 

things, providing the milk to make the ice cream. When they retired Tom’s brother rented 

the farm for several years but towards the end of his lease he decided to give up milking and 

we bought the milk from a neighbouring farm. It was a very sad day when the last cow left 

the farm. Then a couple of years ago Steve Urquhart and Bridget Millman took on the lease 

of Dunstaple and last year they decided to start milking again. Bridget has also has family 

connections with Dunstaple in the past so once again we can use milk which has been      

produced on the family farm to make our lovely ice cream.  
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WANTED 

Spare plants, cuttings, produce etc  

If you have any spare plants, cuttings,     

produce etc you would like to donate to be 

sold, please drop them off to Creina’s 

house, ‘Yamass’ in Woodacott.    

The profits will 

be split         

between 

Woodacott 

Chapel and 

Thornbury 

Church. 

Holsworthy, 
Bideford 
& District 

 
 

Do you have pet cats or farm or feral 
cats that need neutering? 

For a limited time your local Cats Protection 
branch is able to offer neutering of pet cats 
in this area for £5.  Neutering of farm and 
feral cats is FREE to help you maintain a 
manageable and healthy cat colony. 

To find out more phone Joan at Holsworthy, 
Bideford & District Cats Protection: 0784 
941 7890 and leave your name and phone 
number if it goes to answer phone. 
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Faster Broadband ?  Probably…….but not for all……….. 

Well, another 3 months have gone by, and although the parish seems to be nearer to getting 
faster broadband, the amount and quality of information being made available is still poor.  
Below are the latest reports from CDS, as of 13th May.  All indications are that the surveys 
are complete, and planning is well under way.  Quotes from CDS are in italics…... 

“Thornbury:   Ultimately, approximately 50% of the parish households will be receiving       
Superfast Broadband, though none has it at present.  Looking at the attached map (below), 
the blue area seems to be covered by a cabinet in Milton Damerel which is scheduled to be 
delivered in October, and should provide service to approx. 122 households, though not all of 
these will receive superfast broadband.”   

I have also included the map for Cookbury & Bradford, as this service area also covers parts 
of the parish.  The target Superfast Broadband coverage is stated to be 75% for Bradford and  
50% for Cookbury.  From other emails, CDS have said that we will have a ‘Fibre-To-The-
Premises’ (FTTP) structure, which means that  “the fibre will literally run to nodes outside 
properties and delivery speeds far in excess of FTTC (i.e. using copper cables from the BT  
cabinet) if the users wish to purchase such a contract.  It is being rolled out in place of FTTC 
rather than alongside.” 
 
So it seems that we still do not know how many properties in Thornbury Parish will get ANY 
upgrade to their broadband: whilst some will get the chance of superfast broadband, some 
will get nothing.  We also do not know what any new service will cost. This is clearly not  
acceptable, and I am now working with Councillor Philip Hackett (who represents all of the 
above areas), to address this issue with CDS and ultimately BT. There has been a lot of focus 
around the Election on the general failure to deliver services to rural communities, and it is 
to be hoped that we can exert pressure to ensure that ALL our residents can enter the 21st 
century, at an affordable cost.   I will also be attending training with CDS in July, as your 
“Digital Champion”, so watch this space for future events.            Paul Taylor, paul@taylor.it 
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  Wedding of John Hutchings, son of Keith 

and Lindsey Hutchings of The Barton, 

Thornbury to Yasmin Stacey at Weare 

Gifford on  Saturday May 23rd. 

 

 

 
Baby Plumb, a grandson for Meg 

Galley-Taylor and Paul Taylor.  
Born to daughter, Becky Page on 
Saturday May 23rd in Kingston, 

London, weighing 9lbs 3oz. 



Thornbury Tatler       June 2015 

 



Thornbury Tatler       June 2015 

 



Thornbury Tatler       June 2015 

 



Thornbury Tatler       June 2015 

 



Thornbury Tatler       June 2015 

 



Thornbury Tatler       June 2015 

 

Emergency Plan Contact Numbers: 
Chris Ward    S.Wonford - centre      261459 
Tim Priest     S.Wonford - outlying areas   261673 
Keith Hutchings       Thornbury - outlying areas   261373 
Glen Headland         Lashbrook & Lopthorne     281959 
Trevor Jollow    Thornbury - centre      261291 
Tony Gifford    Brendon       261374 

     Stephen Sanders   Lower Woodacott     261626   07971  695091 
     Central Co-ordinator: 

Thelma Priest   261423 or 07779461497 
Snow Warden: 
Steve Bond   261123 or 07970 731044 

 
General Emergency Numbers: 
Police, Fire & Ambulance   Emergencies   999 
Police       Non-urgent     101 
Holsworthy Medical Centre   253692 
Devon Doctors (out of hours)   08456 710270 
A&E – Stratton Hospital    01288 287700 
A&E— Bideford/Barnstaple   01271 322577 
South West Water (leaks)  0800 2300561 
Gas Emergencies      0800 111999 
Electricity Emergencies    0800 4085500 
Power cuts (Western Power)  0800 6783105 
N.H.S. Direct     0845 4647 
Torridge District Council    01237 428700 
D.C.C. Highways     01392 383329 
Environment -S.W.Agency   08708 506506 
Samaritans     08457 909090 
Victim Support     0845 3030900 
 
Your local Police are: 
SGT 14298 Pennie Channing 
PC 14936 Andy Moakes 
P.C.S.O. 30643 Mark James 
Holsworthy Police 259461 
Email: 101@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk 

 
Thornbury Parish Councillors: 
Chairman: Trevor Jollow      Vice Chairman: Keith Hutchings 
Tim Priest, Chris Ward, Stephen Sanders, Gaye Tabor & Liz Priest 
Parish Clerk: Thelma Priest 261423 


