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Welcome to the Winter Thornbury Tatler ! 
 
We have had a beautiful Autumn, which made up a little for the less than lovely Summer, 
but as I write this the wind is whipping up the leaves and squally showers are reminding me 
that this is Devon in November.  However, we were extremely fortunate to have good 
weather for the Remembrance Service where we particularly remembered Sergeant 
Thomas Skinner, who died on the Somme 100 years ago and we thank the generous donor 
who has arranged for a cross to be placed in his memory in the Westminster Field of 
Remembrance (see page 10). 

We have a few new advertisers this quarter and you will see an ‘advertorial’ by Dan from 
Holsworthy Pets on pages 16 and 17.  We rely on advertising to keep the magazine free to 
all villagers, so we are always pleased when a new advertiser chooses to use us. 

There is a short feature about Scams on page 4 and I would encourage everyone to become 
‘Scam Aware’ and protect themselves from the plausible fraudsters who target vulnerable 
people.  Remember if it seems too good to be true it usually is. 

We hope for good news on the Broadband front, at least for some of the village: see page 3. 

Finally, we have a feature article about the Pound House at the Barton in Thornbury.  This 
has nothing to do with the Pound at the Church where straying animals were confined, but 
relates to the pounding or pressing of cider apples. 

  Happy Christmas and a Prosperous New Year to all in the village! 
 
Copy Deadline: Please send all information, events, announcements etc for the Spring 
edition of the Tatler to the Editor by 15th February at the latest. 

 
Meg Galley-Taylor, Editor.  Call 261804, 
or email to tatler@thornburyhamlets.com 

 

The next Interparish Walk will be from Thornbury on Monday 13th February.  Meet at the 

old village hall ready to set off at 10am.  We hope that this walk will go ahead as last year 

the weather meant that it had to be cancelled, so please check the Facebook group for the 

latest information, or call Evelyn Sharman on 259848. 

Welcome to Thornbury  
 
We are very pleased to welcome Denise Devereux, her daughter Sarah Stibbs, her mum 

Irene Scott and her sister Alison Scott to Woodacott Farmhouse.  We also send a warm  
welcome to Elaine and Simon McHugh of Lashbrook, as well as welcoming Hayley and 
Robert Lynch and their family back to Thornbury.  
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Broadband Update – Will Santa visit us this year ?? 
 
Thank you again to the 80 or so people who attended the public meeting in October. It 
really does make a difference when the “powers that be” hear such a strong message from 
the community. So where are we up to now ? Last December (2015), I wrote the following: ” 
So progress continues slowly, with no better guess as to when they will be finished  than very 
late this year, or during the first quarter of next  year.“   Twelve months on, if I have learned 
nothing else this year, it’s not to make myself a hostage to fortune, especially not where BT 
are concerned ! So here are the “facts” as I see them at the time of going to press: 
 
Phase 1 fibre optic broadband— CDS and BT have again stated that the fibre optic cabling 
through Thornbury and Woodacott will go live and be ready for orders in December (2016!) 
Please watch the Facebook group for news and details of how to order. I am in regular 
contact with both CDS and BT and will do my best to push them over the finish line. 
 
Broadband Voucher Scheme — this closes on November 30th, so those of you who applied 
for and received a voucher code and who will not be connected as part of the above, can 
get up to £500 towards the cost of an alternative service.  See below for my thoughts. 
 
Alternative solutions for Brendon and South Wonford —  I have recently made a technical 
survey with one of the CDS suppliers under the voucher scheme.  This has proved that a 4G 
mobile broadband service (probably using an external aerial and 4G router) can deliver in 
the region of 30- 40Mpbs broadband speed in both hamlets.  Signals were strong, so this 
should be a reliable option. Leaflets have been distributed about the voucher scheme, and I 
will provide further details via the representatives who delivered these leaflets. 

Solutions for Lashbrook — BT continue to tell me that they will be bringing fibre optic 
broadband from the Shebbear exchange to Lashbrook this year.  There is little evidence on 
the ground that this will happen, so it’s far from clear when and if this will happen as part of 
Phase 1.  Should BT not deliver, the 4G mobile solution described above may be possible, 
but signal strengths in Lashbrook were much weaker, so each property would need a (free) 
survey to determine if it’s a viable option. 
 
Phase 2 project —  The winners of the Phase 2 contract, which is supposed  to  take 
coverage for fast broadband in the counties up to 95% and beyond by 2017, are expected to 
be known around December 12th. At that point, we can review what other solutions may be 
available for those who are not covered by Phase 1. 

Training sessions —  At the public meeting, there was some interest in the free 1-to-1 
training for local businesses being paid for by the Prince’s Trust: let me know if you are 
interested and I will send you details.  I am also planning to arrange more general courses 
under the “Get Up To Speed” programme that CDS are running, which will probably start 
early next year.  Let me know if there are any topics you particularly want to hear about. 
            
           Cont’d over > 
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Broadband choices: 

Today, we have an ADSL service which uses the BT phone network, transmitting data along 
copper cables from the BT exchange. The further you are from the exchange the more the 
speed drops, to less than 1Mbps in many cases. Totally inadequate for today’s needs. 

Those who get ‘fibre to the premises’ (FTTP) services, will have a fibre optic cable all the 
way into your premises. Speed up to 300Mbps may be available, although typical contracts 
are for 50-70Mbps. Cost may be in the region of £40/month (inc. line rental) with unlimited 
data usage. 
 
The 4G mobile service described overleaf, can deliver 30-40Mbps, but is charged by the 
volume of data used; typical cost is £50 for 50GB per month.  Satellite broadband has a 
similar charging model.  
 
Visit the CDS website: www.connectingdevonandsomerset.co.uk for more details. 
 
My apologies that this has all become more complicated , but its clear that “one size fits all” 
will not happen in the Hamlets any time soon, and we must get the best we can for every 
household and business in the parish. 

The latest news on broadband is always on the “Thornbury Tatler” Facebook group first!   
 
Paul Taylor, Digital Champion, paul@taylor.it   call 261804 

Scams affect the lives of millions of people 
across the UK. People who are scammed often 
experience loneliness, shame and 
social isolation. 

Friends Against Scams is a National Trading 
Standards (NTS) Scams Team initiative, which 
aims to protect and prevent people from 
becoming victims of scams by empowering 
communities to "Take a Stand Against Scams". 

Friends Against Scams has been created to tackle the lack of scams awareness by 
providing information about scams and those who fall victim to them. This information 
enables communities and organisations to understand scams, talk about scams and cascade 
messages throughout communities about scams prevention and protection. 

Friends Against Scams encourages communities and organisations to take the knowledge 
learnt and turn it into action. Anybody can join Friends Against Scams and make a difference 
in their own way. If you would like to become a Friend Against Scams, you can complete an 
online awareness session. Otherwise, come and join one of our face to face awareness 
sessions.  Go to www.friendsagainstscams.org.uk  to find out more. 
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Repairs to the Church 

This is Steve Lee of SL Solutions of Woodacott 
(see www.sls-builders.uk ) applying the new 
lime mortar to the inside of the Church.  Before 
he could do this he had to strip off the old 
render which, as it was concrete, had blown off 
the wall when water got into the cob from the 
leaking roof and drain pipe.  This was done back 
in March but it has taken the whole of the 
summer for the wall to dry out.  In the 
meantime, he fixed the leaking gutter and 
repointed the outside wall to prevent a 
recurrence.  During September and October 
Steve has been reapplying the lime mortar in 
layers, allowing each one to dry out before 
adding the next.  The base coat was sprayed on 
and this sticks to and binds the cob.  The next is 
the scratch coat and the picture here shows him 
applying the final top coat.   
 
See the articles on pages 8 and 9 for details of 
the two year plan that St. Peter’s is undertaking 
to bring the church up to a better standard of 
repair and comfort. 

Forthcoming Events: 

 

  3rd December: Pre-School Christmas Bingo, Cookbury Hall (see page 10) 

  3rd December: Tree Planting & Coffee Morning, St. Peter’s Church, 10.30  - 12 

  18th December:  Carol Service at St. Peter’s Church, 6.30pm. 

  25th December:  Family Holy Communion, St. Peter’s, 10.30am. 

   8th February:       Parish Council Meeting, Woodacott Chapel, 8pm. 

   13th February: Inter-Parish Walk, starts from the old village hall at 10am. 
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Church Services at St. Peter’s : 

 

  4th December, Holy Communion, 9.30am 

10th December, Saturday Church at Bradford Hall, 10am 

18th December, Carol Service, 6.30pm. 

25th December, Family Holy Communion, 10.30am. 

  1st January, Holy Communion, 11am. 

14th January, Saturday Church at Bradford Hall, 10am 

22nd January, Holy Communion, 9.30am. 

11th February, Saturday Church at Bradford Hall, 10am 

 

Fundraising Results 
 
The recent Bag Collection resulted in a massive total of 290Kg!  This was turned into £116 
towards the maintenance of the Church. Thank you everyone for your huge effort. Please 
start saving again for next year! 
 

The Coffee Morning at the Holsworthy Memorial Hall on 28 September raised £353.16, to 
be shared by the Church and Chapel. Well done everyone! 

Chapel Services at Woodacott : 

  
4th Dec  No Service 
11th Dec  Mr John Guy 11 am 
18th Dec  United Carol Service Parish Church 6-30 pm 
25th Dec   No Service 
1st Jan    No Service 
8th Jan    No Service 
15th Jan   Rev Martin Keenan  Sacrament  11 am 
22nd Jan   No Service 
29th Jan  Covenant Service at Bude  11 am 
5th Feb  No Service 
12th Feb  Mr C Drew   11 am 
19th Feb   No Service 
26th Feb    Mrs S Risdon  11 am 

Details of future Church and Chapel services can always be found on the Thornbury Hamlets 

website, at:  www.thornburyhamlets.com/church-chapel 
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Message from the Reverend Prebendary Kathy Roberts 
 

In November, there is a huge focus on Remembrance. At the beginning of the month the 
church calendar provides an opportunity to remember and give thanks for family and 
friends who have died. People who attend that service find it touching and meaningful.  
Later, at Remembrance, we pause to remember those who died in the wars, past and  
present. Again, a poignant and moving occasion. 

As we then move towards Advent, the four weeks before Christmas, the prevailing mood 
changes from sombre to celebration. Strangely, both Remembrance and Christmas seem to 
be about giving. Remembrance honours men and women who died for what they believed 
was just, right and true. They gave their lives. Giving implies loving. There is no greater love 
than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends said the One who gave his life for us all. The 
message of Christmas is of God giving himself in love to us. We give gifts to express joy and 
generosity to those we care about. And yes, there are also the dutiful gifts – but even those 
can express something of the spirit of the season!  

Although Advent is a time of excited anticipation, Christians also see Advent as a time to 
reflect on final things: the end of the world for instance.  The world is going to end – that is 
neither morbid nor unrealistic! Our own lives will not continue forever. It’s somewhat 
sobering to think that by 2090 very few of us will be around! Some of us might be talked 
about, but most of us will be forgotten. And the question to ask ourselves is what gift will 
we leave behind for others to enjoy? 

Do we care enough about issues of injustice to do something about them, leaving a legacy 
of compassion and caring?  Are we willing to share generously of our time, ourselves, our 
money with others who are in need? After all, we can’t take our money or possessions with 
us!  Are we fun to be with, do we listen deeply to others, laugh or weep with them? Are we 
people of principle who can be relied on, people for whom truth and justice are important?  

The person who makes life difficult for everyone, or ignores what is happening round about 
them, who is curmudgeonly, perhaps holding grudges and resentments for years, leaves a 
legacy that will be forgotten – with some relief!  

So, Remembrance and Christmas are two very different occasions, both having roots in 
giving and receiving.  Are we prepared to offer gifts of love that will be life-giving for those 
around us?     Kathy   

Coffee Morning & Tree Planting at St. Peter’s Church 
 
On Saturday 3rd December, we will be planting three fruit trees which The Sylvanus Trust 
have donated to the village, so we will be having a coffee morning with a difference: after 
the planting, we will be selling mulled wine and mince pies, as well as our usual tea and 
coffee. A Christmas raffle will be available. The morning will start at 10.30am and run until 
midday.   Do come along, have a hot cup of mulled wine and support us! 
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The Church and Money — some myths, legends & facts  
 
There are a myriad of stories, myths and legends about the Church of England (C of E) and 
its place in our lives. Churches are the most public indication of the Church's role in the 
community, both as the places in which public worship takes place and as a focus for many 
events which reach beyond the worshipping congregation to society at large.  They have 
also been integral to this country's history and development. 

Though first and foremost places of worship, churches are also often the oldest building in a 
settlement still in continual use.  Many are the largest, most architecturally complex, most 
archaeologically sensitive, and most visited building in their village, town or city. 

With around 16,000 churches and 42 Cathedrals, the church has a huge responsibility.  
Because of its charitable status, it is wholly responsible for the maintenance and upkeep of 
its buildings, land and assets. Most buildings, such as St. Peter’s here in Thornbury, are listed 
Grade I or II. This means that we are severely restricted by what we can alter, both inside 
and out. Permission for changes has to be applied for using a very rigorous procedure.  

But surely, you say the church is rich and can afford to do all the work necessary; after all it’s 
been around almost forever! However, most of the church’s wealth is tied up in legacies 
which cannot be touched. It is the income from them which helps keep it afloat. Annual 
income in 2015 was £148 million and expenditure was £276m. How can they operate at a 
loss?  This is where the income from endowments/legacies comes in. These supplement the 
shortfall to balance the books. 
 
The Diocese of Exeter (which we are part of) is considered one of the poorer ones and 
receives support from ‘richer’ areas via the Church Commissioners. Exeter has an annual 
income of around £13m. and expenditure of slightly more. Hence the need for support. 
All parish churches pay their Diocese an annual amount, called the Common Fund. This is 
primarily to support the clergy.  We have one rector, Revd. Kathy Roberts and are part of a 
five church group or ‘Benefice’ which includes Black Torrington, Bradford, Cookbury,  
ourselves and Highampton. 

So how do we survive? In the absence of lottery funding, in recent years this has been 
through the hard work of local people. Enough money was raised to pay for a new roof on 
St. Peter’s. Now the inside needs work doing on it.  Today we rely on the generosity of 
church supporters through regular giving (collection plate and the Parish Giving Scheme) 
donations and fundraising. Coffee mornings in the church, a couple a year in the Holsworthy 
Memorial Hall, the wonderful Cider and Pasty walk to name but a few.  

Little Thornbury is a small but vital cog in the C of E ‘engine’. Without us and thousands like 
us, there would be no church. Please consider this when you next pass by the church. Why 
not pop in? Services are displayed on the blackboard on the gate as well as on the notice 
board. 
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Our plans for St. Peter’s and how we can fund them 
 
The church has a two year plan in progress. Our main aim is to install a basic oil fired central 
heating system to keep out the chill and the damp. It will cost around £6,000. The floor at 
the back of the church (behind the font) is rotten, has woodworm and needs replacing. We 
would like to tile the area and have chairs and tables so that it may be made available for 
community activities. Cost around £3,000. Our current storage area on the south side is to 
become our vestry. We hope to partition it off with wood panelling. Cost around £2,000. 

These are ambitious plans and as we receive no grants we must address all possible sources 
of funding and are looking for sponsors. If you would be willing to support your local church 
please contact me (in confidence). 
 
Other current fund-raising activities include a special Coffee Morning on December 3rd (see 
item on page 7) and Thornbury Christmas cards (6 for £3), which are available Inside the 
church. Please just place your money in the wall safe opposite the front door.  

With all the work that has been going on, the church has become very dusty and needs 
regular cleaning. We have a very small team of dedicated volunteers to do this work but 
their load would be lighter if shared by more people. It is usually just a few hours. If you 
would be able to help, please let me know. 

Our altar fronts are looking quite shabby now having been in use for many years. If anybody 
has a suggestion for replacing them we would welcome it. 

Do you shop online? If you do, there is a simple, no cost way to support the church. All  
major supermarkets and thousands of other outlets are signed up to the system. Basically, 
when you order something online, you click the Easyfundraising button and continue 
shopping as normal. When you check out, the supermarket sends a small percentage to 
Thornbury Church. These small amounts are added up automatically and paid into our bank 
account on a quarterly basis. Simples! Just Google “Easyfundraising” and follow the steps. 
When it asks you which charity you wish to support, please choose Thornbury Church. It 
costs you nothing but helps us.  
 
We have been donated a couple of gas fires. We have an empty gas cylinder. If anyone 
would be willing to pay for a refill (approx. £30) we would be very grateful. 

In return for your support we will continue to work hard to keep our beautiful historic 
building in good shape for both services and community get-togethers. Sorry to have rattled 
on so much about money but you know what they say; you don’t get if you don’t ask. 
 

Contact: David Whitehead Churchwarden & Treasurer          
  
01409 261777 or  email dgswhitehead@gmail.com or on Facebook. 
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Five generations get together 

 

This photo is of my Mum, June 

Vanstone, showing our five 

generations: Gemma is holding 

her son Oscar,  Gemma’s mum 

Stephanie who is my daughter, 

my mum June and myself.  

We all met up at Falmouth as 

Gemma lives at Redruth and 

Stephanie at Morwenstow. 

 

Iris Fry 

www.thornburyhamlets.com 
 
Sergeant Thomas Skinner 
remembered in the Westminster 
Field of Remembrance 

On behalf of the village we would like to 
express our thanks to the generous parishioner 
who has arranged for a Cross to be laid at Plot 
34 of the Westminster Field of Remembrance.  
This is a fitting tribute to one who gave so 
much and who died 100 years ago on 4th 
September 1916 in the Battle of the Somme.  

Fields of Remembrance  

Remembrance tributes are planted in our Fields of 
Remembrance, with each tribute carrying a personal 
message to someone who lost their life in the 
Service of our country.  Each year, hundreds of 
volunteers help to plant more than 120,000 
tributes across six Fields of Remembrance in the UK.  
Members of the public can make a Remembrance 
tribute to be planted in the fields, in the form of a 
religious or secular symbol carrying 
a poppy and a  personal message to 
someone who lost their life in the 
Service of our country. 
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    Keep Thornbury Tidy ! 
 
I picked up the rubbish shown here on 
ONE morning’s walk in April between 
South Wonford and Holsworthy Beacon.    
I do this walk a couple of times each week, 
always carrying a bag with me and picking 
up the rubbish as I go along. The rubbish is 
always there. This road is used mainly by 
local traffic and, therefore, is thrown out 
of car windows by local people.   

 
What is not pictured above is used bale-wrap which I usually find in profusion. Ingested by 
cattle this may result in hefty veterinary bills.   

My reason for picking up the rubbish is that I am ashamed to see it.  I have lived in other 
countries where littering is not endemic.  Likewise, it is not so much of a problem in the 
north of England. Why do we have such uncivilised and dirty habits in this community?   

   TAKE YOUR LITTER HOME!     Sara Lawes 

Interested in Self-Build ? 
 
Torridge District Council is exploring the idea of 
providing housing through self-build. This initiative is 
aimed mainly at establishing the number of local 
people who are interested in self-build and identifying 
any suitable sites for self building in the Torridge area.   

Devon Communities Together is working on behalf of 
the District Council to collect details of:  

1. People who would like to build their own home (or have it built for them); 

2. Owners of land or redundant buildings which might be suitable, in or adjoining a town or 
village. 

To register your interest in building your own home and/or registering a plot of land that 
you think would be suitable for a self-build project or for more information please go to 
www.torridge.gov.uk/selfbuild 

Please contact Janice Alexander, Rural Housing Enabler at Devon Communities Together, if 
you want to know more. Email janice@devoncommunities.org.uk  or  01392 248919 x122 
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   Thornbury Barton’

In Devon, a pound house is a building housing an apparatus for pounding or crushing apples; in other words, a cider mill. I d
when it ended, the mid 1950s. As a small child in the early sixties I can remember the farm being surrounded by small orchard
apple tree to help ourselves to an apple. It wasn’t worth the effort as we both spat our mouthfuls out (cider apples aren
been grubbed out and turned into pasture.  The press itself is long gone, but the massive screws to operate the press are sti
The Romans discovered that the locals in Kent already knew how to make cider at the time of the invasion in 55 B.C. Thus, as 
that cider has been made here for a very long time. Let’s face it, cider was safe to drink compared to water from a well, and as apples are much lower in sugar content than many fru
produce alcohol, it had a reasonably low alcohol content of 4-5%. Thus everyone drank it including children. I
young to remember Imperial measures) was a common allowance for a farm labourer, and considered as part of the labourer
First World War. 

The only person alive who can remember cider making at The Barton is Mike Pett, who can recall his grandad 
Hutchings (my great grandfather) bringing apples from Woodacott to be made into cider. As he was only 7 or 8 
years old at the time his memory is fairly sketchy. He can remember the large spanner being used and that his 
grandad made a sweet and a rough. He can remember the barrels having hoops replaced, taps fitted, and that 
they were stored in a cold room. He also remembers one afternoon during the summer months when Richard, 
his cousin, was staying that they found some cider and helped themselves, well it might have been pop! They 
were both found fast asleep and worse for wear against the hay barn. This reminds me of a story that my 
grandfather told me many years ago. A young female reporter came to The Barton to write a piece on farm 
cider and its production; having sampled the product with enthusiasm my grandmother had to make up the 
spare room, and the reporter returned to Exeter the next morning. Sadly, I have never been shown a copy of 
her report or maybe none was written as her memory was too hazy. 

I do know that my grandfather made cider here for lots of 
farmers who brought their apples here to be pressed. This 
also suggests that this was the only cider press in the 
parish. (This is confirmed in the book Dear Quad by Sonia 
Roberts who lived in Brendon in the early 1950s) I also 
wonder if we had carried on producing cider for another 
decade whether local cider would have been a viable 
proposition. I do remember my own father would buy a 
flagon of cider at harvest time as everyone came in for 
supper after a hard evening’s labour bringing in the hay. 
Pasties, cakes, jam and cream, tea and of course cider 
would always be on offer as everyone sat around the 
kitchen table to gossip, eat and drink. 

Despite several acres of cider orchards at Bradford Manor 
and at Sheepwash there is only the Winkleigh Cider
company (formally Inches) making any large amounts of 
local cider. The apples from Bradford and Sheepwash
being taken by national brands for processing. Maybe one 
day we will start to see a few micro presses return to this 
part of west Devon. 

             In the meantime, Cheers!                 Keith HutchingsThe type of press that was used at the Barton 
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Thornbury Barton’s Pound House   

In Devon, a pound house is a building housing an apparatus for pounding or crushing apples; in other words, a cider mill. I don’t know when cider making first started at The Barton, but I do know 
when it ended, the mid 1950s. As a small child in the early sixties I can remember the farm being surrounded by small orchards, and that a very young Jeremy Bond and myself once climbed a cider 

t worth the effort as we both spat our mouthfuls out (cider apples aren’t known as ‘spitters’ for nothing). Sadly, by the mid-60s these orchards had 
been grubbed out and turned into pasture.  The press itself is long gone, but the massive screws to operate the press are still in the pound house, with the spanner to operate them. 
The Romans discovered that the locals in Kent already knew how to make cider at the time of the invasion in 55 B.C. Thus, as the site of a medieval manor such as the Barton, it has to be presumed 

s face it, cider was safe to drink compared to water from a well, and as apples are much lower in sugar content than many fruits used to 
5%. Thus everyone drank it including children. I’ve heard my grandfather say that a quart of cider a day (about a litre for those too 

young to remember Imperial measures) was a common allowance for a farm labourer, and considered as part of the labourer’s wages. This practice was banned by Act of Parliament during the 

 The only person alive who can remember cider making at The Barton is Mike Pett, who can recall his grandad 
Hutchings (my great grandfather) bringing apples from Woodacott to be made into cider. As he was only 7 or 8 
years old at the time his memory is fairly sketchy. He can remember the large spanner being used and that his 
grandad made a sweet and a rough. He can remember the barrels having hoops replaced, taps fitted, and that 
they were stored in a cold room. He also remembers one afternoon during the summer months when Richard, 
his cousin, was staying that they found some cider and helped themselves, well it might have been pop! They 
were both found fast asleep and worse for wear against the hay barn. This reminds me of a story that my 
grandfather told me many years ago. A young female reporter came to The Barton to write a piece on farm 
cider and its production; having sampled the product with enthusiasm my grandmother had to make up the 
spare room, and the reporter returned to Exeter the next morning. Sadly, I have never been shown a copy of 

I do know that my grandfather made cider here for lots of 
farmers who brought their apples here to be pressed. This 
also suggests that this was the only cider press in the  
parish. (This is confirmed in the book Dear Quad by Sonia 
Roberts who lived in Brendon in the early 1950s) I also 
wonder if we had carried on producing cider for another 
decade whether local cider would have been a viable 
proposition. I do remember my own father would buy a 
flagon of cider at harvest time as everyone came in for 

s labour bringing in the hay. 
Pasties, cakes, jam and cream, tea and of course cider 
would always be on offer as everyone sat around the 

Despite several acres of cider orchards at Bradford Manor 
and at Sheepwash there is only the Winkleigh Cider 
company (formally Inches) making any large amounts of 
local cider. The apples from Bradford and Sheepwash 
being taken by national brands for processing. Maybe one 
day we will start to see a few micro presses return to this 

In the meantime, Cheers!                 Keith Hutchings 

The screws from the original 

press, still in the Barton 

pound house. Each one is too 

heavy for one man to lift.   

Keith with the original 

spanner used to tighten 

the press (the front cover 

picture shows how it 

would have been used), 

and the largest spanner 

the farm uses today.  
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Draft Minutes of Thornbury Parish Council Meeting on 9th November 2016 

Present: T. Jollow, K Hutchings, S. Sanders, Ms. L. Priest T.J.Priest, P. Hackett, Mr G&S Lee, Mrs. S 
Whitehead.   Apologies: T Priest, C. Ward, Ms.G.Tabor. 

Minutes: These had been sent to all councillors and taken as read. Chairman signed as a true record. 

Matters arising from minutes. None 

1 Public queries. Sue Whitehead - who was responsible cutting the grass verges? P.H. Highways are 
but due to cut backs sometimes not able to carry this out. Councillors were asked whether T.P.C. had 
thought of holding Defibrillator Training and if it would be possible to obtain one? This had been dis-
cussed at a previous meeting, but because of the remoteness of each Hamlet from each other this had 
been placed on hold, clerk would put on agenda for the Feb meeting and would now look into the cost 
etc. 

2.War Memorial Renovation & Balsdon Trust. L.P. & T J. filled out the relevant documents to be sent 
to War Memorial Trust Grant Scheme, any other matters regarding this would be on the agenda at 
next Feb's meeting. Letter of thanks had been sent to Balsdon Trust for their donation for repairs. 

3.Devon Air Ambulance: Night Heli Pad, at this present time Thornbury Hamlets had not found a suita-
ble site, but Holsworthy had, Shebbear and Black Torrington were progressing further regarding this. 

4.TAP fund. L.P. had a meeting with councillor M. Smale [Bradford &Cookbury P.C.] the TAP form was 
completed and returned to Torridge, Thornbury Councillors had resolved that these funds would be 
credited to the 'Joseph & Elizabeth Graham' account therefore ensuring that the age old tradition of 
delivering a Christmas Box to all Thornbury Hamlets residents that qualified would continue. 

5.Vaglefield turbine. Clerk had been contacted by Bradford & Cookbury clerk and both councils have 
now received the annual funds donated by Wind 17. 

6.Correspondence for discussion  

SOHS; no comments.  

DALC; T.P.C.to abide by' Transparency Code' regarding 'Draft Minutes' which would be sent to the 
'Tatler’ and the Website.  

Constitution; P.H. would try and obtain a copy of Constitution for Local Parish Councils.  

Rough sleepers; one person had been reported sleeping in the Church this year for one night.  

First Aid Course; two residents from the 'Fun Day committee' plus four councillors and Sue White-
head, clerk to find out cost etc, would be on agenda at next meeting.  

Local Gov Boundary Commission; not yet finalised, but the meeting agreed the clerk to email Torridge 
stating that Thornbury P.C. would prefer to stay in Torrington and Halwill Ward, this was proposed by 
L.P. seconded by K.H.  

Clerk to fill out Hiwaymain email survey Oct 19th 

Waste management: councillors agreed the collection of waste is appreciated by residents. 
 
7.Cheques to sign: P. Taylor for items purchased i.e. Laptop, Scanner and software for clerk, grant 
received from 'Transparency Fund' 

Clerks expenses: it was resolved the clerk to purchase Waitrose Vouchers for S. Gay (audit) P.& M. 
Taylor (broadband matters and Tatler editing) as a thank you, these would be recorded in the clerk’s 
expenses.  

Royal British Legion: Poppy Wreath.  

Xmas boxes: clerk to purchase, any matters relating to this for 2017 would be on agenda next 
meeting.  

Hire of Bradford Hall in Oct, Broadband meeting. 
P. Taylor expenses: printing leaflets, posters regarding broadband and an ink cartridge.    Cont’d >> 
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District Council Report from Philip Hackett (Councillor.Hackett@torridge.gov.uk) 
 
2016 will go down as a year of change for various reasons, with the EU Referendum followed by a 
change of Prime Minister and in America the Presidential election. To some change represents 
sadness and uncertainty, even fear. Conversely, to others the prospect of change presents opportunity 
and hope. At Christmas, we are afforded time to pause and reflect, to ponder on the events and 
resultant changes to our lives over the last year, both personally and politically. For me and my 
partner Debbie, the year was overshadowed by the sudden death of Sally, a dear friend from 
Sheepwash. Sally had over the last 5 years become part of our family having helped Debbie look after 
and nurse my mother over the last years of her life. She was an ever present live wire with a kind 
heart combined with ready wit. To walk in to her house in March and find her collapsed was a 
harrowing experience and one that I still find hard to come to terms with, as she was aged only 43. 
Some may recall a news item that I did on Radio Devon and Spotlight in October, about how I had to 
wait for 48 minutes for an ambulance to arrive, in the hope that Sally could be resuscitated. Yet out of 
such devastating sadness can come a realisation that a positive can be found. Other similar stories of 
delays from constituents helped built up the evidence to identify the need for air ambulance landing 
lights in rural villages like Thornbury, to try and ensure that if ambulance cover was not satisfactory at 
night, the air ambulance could land locally. Black Torrington's landing light was officially turned on at 
the Bonfire Night fireworks. A further site has been identified for Bradford and Cookbury which is 
about to be constructed with a match fund grant being secured by me. Thornbury Parish Council are 
also investigating a night landing site and I will aim to secure some grant funding for this as well. 
In October I attended the annual community lunch in Bradford Village Hall and was told of a proposal 
to construct a shelter in the form of a dragonfly at the Primary School as a memorial to a mother of 
two young pupils, who died suddenly in May. I have been able to secure a grant towards its 
construction which will give both a fitting memorial and also shelter to children playing. At the same 
event, I met a senior resident who I had previously helped by securing a hand rail to her front steps as 
she had been unable to leave her home for many weeks. This seemingly minor change has 
transformed her day to day life. 
These stories are linked by a common thread, they are about changes due to circumstances involving 
individual people. There is a fundamental truth that sometimes gets overlooked - politics is about 
people, the individual people that make up our communities. As Councillors we are elected for the 
benefit of the communities we serve. Whatever changes we face individually or as a community, we 
need to work together to look after the needs of others so that our lives and communities are 
enriched. After all, is that not what the Spirit of Christmas is all about?  

8. Precept: 2nd instalment credited to TPC's account.  

AOB: Woodacott Holiday Pk;1/0635/2016/FUL has been approved.  
CAB donation: agreed to give the same amount as last year, due Feb 2017.  

Clerk updated the meeting regarding P. Taylor’s email dated Nov 9th. Over 80 people attended the 
public meeting in Oct, BT & CDS followed up with individual issues raised by residents on the night, 
live date for Thornbury remains Dec 2016. Households in Lashbrook, Brendon and South Wonford had 
been advised to apply for a CDS Broadband Voucher before Nov; voucher can be used for up to E500 
towards the cost of an alternative solution, if they don't get fibre optic in the current round (Phase 1). 
Still waiting for news of the Phase 2 project, due to be announced in Dec. Update in Dec Tatler.  

Round Up and AOB: Councillor reported a dangerous road problem just before the Lashbrook turning. 
clerk to report this.  

The members of the public were asked to leave as Councillors moved on to Part Two. 

Dates of next meetings: in 2017: Feb 8th, May 10th, Aug 9th, Nov 8th. 
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Holsworthy Pets is your new local 
pet shop in Holsworthy, which 

opened on the 25th June this year.  
Having only recently had signs put 
up outside and limited advertising 
budgets, you would be forgiven for 

not knowing of its existence! 

As well as the shop, the owners also 
take part in markets across North 
Devon, namely Barnstaple Pannier 

Market on a Monday and Thursday, 
Hatherleigh Market on a Tuesday, 

and Holsworthy’s own market in the 
square every Wednesday. 

We always have your needs at 
the forefront of everything we do 

Buy In Service 

We offer a personal buy in service, where we will stock a specific item just for you. As we are 
a small shop we can’t possibly stock everything, but we can certainly buy it in just for you. 

We will always give you our best prices, and will always give you our best possible service. 
Whether it is a one off request, or a regular order that you would like us to get in for you, we 
will make sure that we make your life as easy as possible. 

Delivery 

If you’re not able to get in to see us that’s no problem at all, let us bring the items to you. 

We offer free delivery to any address in Holsworthy, and low cost delivery charges outside 
Holsworthy depending on your location. We can even carry large sacks of food into the 
house if required. 

Opening Hours: 
Mon:   10:00 – 14:30 
Tue:    08:00 – 16:30 
Wed:   08:00 – 16:30 
Thu:     10:00 – 14:30 
Fri:       08:00 – 16:30 
Sat:      08:00 – 14:00 Holsworthy Pets 
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Our Range 

Dogs: We stock wet and dry foods from brands such as Arden Grange, Burns, Iams and 
Naturediet, as well as many others, and we also stock a selection of frozen raw food and 
treats. Our range of natural treats is also extremely popular! 

Cats: We stock wet and dry foods from brands such as Arden Grange, Applaws, Felix and 
Sheba, as well as many others. We also stock treats from Felix, Dreamies and Lick e Lix to 
name a few. 

Small Animals:  We stock a selection of small animal foods and treats (Rabbit, Guinea Pig, 
Hamster, Ferret, Rat etc), and also have a range of accessories too, from hay and straw to 
nibble sticks. 

Fish:  We stock a range of tropical and goldfish foods, as well as holiday foods and frozen 
bloodworm and muscle meat. We also stock a small selection of water treatments for 
standard cleanouts. 

Reptiles:  We stock a range of frozen mice and rats at competitive prices. We also stock 
heat spot bulbs and a range of substrates, and can source most required items. 

Aviary / Cage Birds: We stock a range of foods and treats for Budgies, Canaries, Parrots, 
Cockatiels and Finches. 

Wild Birds:  Who doesn’t like feeding the birds eh? We stock a vast range of foods and 
treats for wild birds, from 4 different seeds to peanuts, from fat balls to mixed suet pellets, 
and niger seed to suet logs. We also have a range of feeders, bird houses and accessories. 

Holsworthy Pets, 1 North Road, Holsworthy, EX22 6EJ 
Tel: 07760 104031  Contact: Dan Baseley 
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New PC will help 
Parish Council work 

 

Thornbury Parish Council 
has been successful in 

winning a grant of £480 
to fund a new PC, 

software and printer, to 
allow more efficient 

administration of Council 
business by the Clerk, 

and to ensure that 
information is published 

on the Thornbury 
Hamlets website and 

Facebook pages as 
quickly as possible. 
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Thornbury  Tatler 

If you would like a brochure, just call !! 
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Emergency Plan Contact Numbers: 
    Chris Ward       S. Wonford - centre              261459 

 Tim Priest     S. Wonford - outlying areas  261673 
 Keith Hutchings       Thornbury - outlying areas   261373 

    George Worth          Lashbrook & Lopthorne                  281336  07966 486575 
    Trevor Jollow    Thornbury - centre      261291 

 Tony Gifford    Brendon       261374 
    Stephen Sanders   Woodacott       261626   07971  695091 
    Thelma Priest          Plan Coordinator                               240194 

 Steve Bond    Snow Warden                           261123   07970 731044 
 

General Emergency Numbers: 
Police, Fire & Ambulance                Emergencies   999 
Police       Non-urgent     101 
Holsworthy Medical Centre   253692 
Devon Doctors (out of hours)   08456 710270 
Stratton Hospital—enquiries  01288 320100 
A&E— Bideford/Barnstaple   01271 322577 
South West Water (leaks)    0800 2300561 
Gas Emergencies      0800 111999 
Electricity Emergencies    0800 4085500 
Power cuts (Western Power)  0800 6783105 
N.H.S. Direct     0845 4647 
Torridge District Council    01237 428700 
D.C.C. Highways     01392 383329 
Environment -S.W. Agency   08708 506506 
Samaritans      08457 909090 
Victim Support     0845 3030900 
 
Your local Police are: 
  Rural Beat Manager: PC 16867 Dominic Plumb 

     Your local PCSO is 30538 Emma Tomkies  
  Holsworthy Police 259461 
  Email: 101@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk 

 
Thornbury Parish Councillors: 
Chairman: Trevor Jollow      Vice Chairman: Keith Hutchings 
Tim Priest, Chris Ward, Stephen Sanders, Gaye Tabor & Liz Priest 
Parish Clerk: Thelma Priest 01409 240194 

 

     Get more local information online at www.thornburyhamlets.com 


