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Message from your new Editor
I am delighted to take over as the Editor of The Tatler. Kath Howarth has done a
fantastic job of getting the magazine going and I hope to be able to build on what she
has achieved and make the magazine even more informative and relevant to the
whole of the parish. Many of you will know me from Neighbourhood Watch and the
Gravestone project, but to those of you who don’t, I hope to be able to meet you at
parish events.
The next few months see short days, and colder, wetter weather but remembering
the fantastic summer we have had with its bumper crops should help to get us
through to the Spring. As a farming community we are all so dependent on the
elements, so let’s all hope for a drier winter than last year.
This edition has a number of interesting articles including a Day in the Life, an Update
on the Gravestone project, (with a hint of future articles that will be coming out of
the project), some information about plans for faster broadband, advice on avoiding
being the victim of criminal scams, as well as useful calendar information for the parish and beyond.
The page of contact details has been checked and updated, most notably with the
inclusion of details of our new PCSO, Mark James, who has taken over from Beverley
Bray who left earlier this year.
Finally I would like to make an appeal to all readers to provide me with information
to be included in future editions. If you know of anyone who has got engaged, got
married, had a baby, passed an exam, got a place at University, whatever, then let me
know so I can share it with others. If you would like to publicise
a fund-raising event and you have the information in enough
time, then tell me about that too. If you have a business in the
village and wish to advertise then please get in touch. In other
words tell me about it, it’s your newsletter not mine!
Meg Galley-Taylor, 261804, meg@taylor.it
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Last Quarter’s Community Fundraisers
BAG COLLECTION – thank you to everyone who supported the bag collection for St Peter’s, a
total of 200 kgs of clothes, bags, belts, shoes were collected which will result in a donation of
£80 for St Peter’s – thank you, your help is very much appreciated.
COFFEE MORNING our September Coffee Morning was in aid of the Devon Historic Churches
Trust and we raised £70.33 – thank you to everyone who helped and supported this event.
HARVEST FESTIVAL – thank you to everyone who helped decorate our church so beautifully
for our Harvest services this year, thank you as well to all those who donated produce. Our
collection this year was split between Water Aid and the Farm Community Network – our
collections totalled £212.08
EASYFUNDRAISING.org.uk – please don’t forget whenever you are ordering online, please log
into Easyfundraising.org.uk first and find Thornbury Church, there are a huge number of
companies who donate this way – if you are booking hotels, trains, car hire, or buying your
weekly shopping on line many will give a donation or percentage to our charity.
Future Dates – we have managed to secure two Coffee Mornings at the Holsworthy
Memorial Hall for 2015, these will be held on Wed 6th May and Wed 30th September.

Announcements
Our condolences go out to the family of William George Priest of Windy Cross who died on
November 3rd aged 88. He was born at Windy Cross and lived in the village all of his life.

Our condolences also go out to the family of John Underwood who died in August and
who will be sadly missed.

Congratulations to Marika and Trevor Fowler, who recently
moved into Thornbury, on the birth of their daughter Eden
Rose (pictured) born 4th September and weighing 8 lbs 14 oz.
Congratulations to Emily Bond and Tom Ingliss
on the birth of a little girl called Gracie, born
30th October and weighing 7 lb 7 oz.
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Church and Chapel News
SATURDAY CHURCH NATIVITY – you are all warmly invited to join us at ‘The Stable’ (Bradford
Village Hall) on Saturday 13th December 10 am til 11 am - open to all, small and tall, no one too
young or too old!! No lines to learn and costumes provided, and refreshments included.

Church Services:
23rd Nov – 9.30 am – Holy Communion, Thornbury
30th Nov – 11.15 am - Benefice Holy Communion – Black Torrington, also Advent Carols at
Cookbury 6.30 pm
7th Dec – 4 pm – Holy Communion, Thornbury
14th Dec – 9.30 am Morning Prayer, Thornbury
21st Dec – 6.30 pm – Carol Service, Thornbury
25th Dec – 11 am – Christmas Day Holy Communion, Thornbury
28th Dec – 9.30 am Said Holy Communion, Black Torrington and 11 am Benefice Holy
Communion, Bradford Village Hall
4th Jan – 4pm – Holy Communion, Thornbury
10th Jan – 10 am – Saturday Church, Bradford Village Hall to celebrate ‘Plough Sunday’
everyone welcome
11th Jan – 9.30 am – Morning Prayer, Thornbury
18th Jan 4 pm – Evening Service, Thornbury
25th Jan 9.30 am – Holy Communion, Thornbury

Chapel Services:
All services are at 11.00 am unless otherwise stated.
7th Dec – Mr C Drew
14th Dec – Mr B Bryne
21st Dec – 6.30 pm – Combined Carol Service, at The Church
28th Dec – no service but one at Bodmin Street Chapel, Holsworthy with Rev M Street
4th Jan – no service but ones at Bodmin Street Chapel, Holsworthy with Mr B Bryne at
11.00 am and Rev J Peak at 6.00 pm
11th Jan – Mr V Bickle
18th Jan – no service
25th Jan – Sacrament Service with Rev M Keenan
1st Feb – no service
8th Feb – Mr C Parish
15th Feb – no service
22nd Feb – Mr J Guy
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What’s On Locally ?
Ruby Country Market: will be on Saturday 6th December from 9am to 2pm. This festive
event offers the best of the West Country from paintings to produce. 200 stalls bring together
artisans, traders and growers. Music whilst you browse & shop will be provided by
Hatherleigh Silver Band, the Unity Gospel Choir, the Ukulele Bashers, Winkleigh Morris
Dancers and young Devon-based solo singers Cameron Mills, Jess Martyn and Sarah & Daisy
who all help to create a lovely atmosphere to walk around in. The Devon Air Ambulance Trust
will be present in the Food Hall where Raffle Tickets at £1 give the visitor a chance to win
Food Hall Raffle prizes, all kindly donated by the stall holders. Note that the 2015 market
dates are Sat 4th April & Sat Dec 5th.
Holsworthy Pantomime: HATS' annual panto is Babes in the Wood, written by Stephen
Duckham and directed by Phil Barfett. The Show runs from 26th Jan - 7th Feb 2015, eves Mon
-Sat, Matinees Sat. Performance Times: Doors Open 7.00 pm, starts 7.30 pm. Booking starts
on Sat 27th December. For seat booking call 01409 253826 from 10am-3pm in the three
weeks before show.
Planning application for houses at
Brandis Corner
There was a public meeting at Bradford and
Cookbury Village Hall on November 12th to
discuss a current planning application for 13
homes, plus a shop with a flat above it, to be
built at Brandis Corner. (Of these 13 homes, 8
are designated as ‘Affordable’). After the public
meeting the Parish Council met to discuss the
application and by a large majority rejected the
application. The application will now go back to
Torridge District Council for consideration.

Copy Date: Please send all information, events, announcements etc for the Spring edition
to the Editor by 15th February at the latest.
We would also like to recruit “reporters” in each of the Hamlets, to help collect news, so if
you are interested in helping, please contact the Editor.
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Message from the Reverend Kathy Roberts
Christmas is hurtling towards us very fast! The TV adverts constantly remind us, in case it
could possibly have slipped our minds! Some people I know are smiling smugly because their
Christmas cards are all written and most of their parcels are already wrapped ready for
dispatch. Others, me included, are feeling slightly panicky, wondering where the cards are
and what should I buy, or make, and for whom! Giving is a funny thing. We enjoy giving to
people we feel warmly towards or to whom we are grateful. We don’t like giving under
pressure or coercion. And don’t we sense when a gift has been given grudgingly! There is a
well-known little prayer that says
Bless me and my wife, my son John and his wife, us four and no more
Sometimes we slip into that sort of attitude. As long as my family and I are alright, all’s well
with the world:
Today I stood at my window and cursed the pouring rain,
today a desperate farmer prayed for his fields of grain.
My weekend plans are ruined, it almost makes me cry
while the farmer lifts his arms and blesses the clouded sky.
The alarm went off on Monday and I cursed my work routine.
Next door a laid-off mechanic feels the empty pocket of his jeans.
I can’t wait for my holiday, some time to take for me,
He doesn’t know tonight how he’ll feed his family.
I cursed my leaky roof and the grass I need to mow,
A homeless man in town checks for change in the telephone.
I need a new car, mine is getting really old,
He huddles in a doorway, seeking shelter from the cold.
With blessings I’m surrounded, the rain, a job, a home,
Though my eyes are often blinded by the things I think I own. - Anonymous
Perhaps as Christmas approaches, we can consider whether there is someone outside of our circle of
family and friends who would welcome a conversation, a hug, a card or a meal. Giving is so easy to
those we like. Giving is more difficult to those we like less. Giving to those in need can take effort,
but....
Giving is an act of generosity.
Giving is sowing a seed.
The seed will produce great harvest of fruits. - Lailah Gifty Akita

Christmas, after all, is about giving generously!
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Remembrance Sunday, November 8th

The laying of the wreath at the War Memorial.

Flowers in the Church commemorating the
death of Sergeant T J Skinner, killed in action on
4th September 1916.

Thanks to Creina Mandry and Jane Bryant for
these and other beautiful decorations in the
Church to commemorate the 100th Anniversary
of the outbreak of World War 1.

Sergeant Thomas Jeffery Skinner was the only
casualty suffered by the village in WWI. He was
killed at Leuze Wood (known to the troops as
'Lousy Wood') on September 4th 1916 (not 14th as
recorded on the War Memorial) during heavy
fighting. According to the War Diary for this time
between 3rd and 6th September his battalion lost
32 men killed, 158 wounded and 4 missing.
There will be more about Thomas Skinner and his
family in later editions of The Tatler.
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Neighbourhood Watch — August to October
It is important to state that we don’t live in a high crime area. However a number of
incidents have been reported in the local area:
 1,800 litres of Heating Oil has been syphoned off from tank.
 3 dozen eggs left out for sale and around £6 in an honesty box stolen
 Entry gained to property by forcing a padlocked side door and locked internal door and
property stolen and a 40 inch wall mounted TV smashed.
 Swimming pool cover left for disposal was moved under changing rooms and set alight
with small piece of carpet
 Mobile Traffic lights at road works site had their heavy duty batteries stolen.
 Damage to a quad bike which was found to have had stones placed in the oil.
Police have investigated a report of sheep worrying in the Chilsworthy, area over the weekend of Saturday 13th and Sunday 14th September. 33 sheep were found dead by the farmer
who contacted a vet who has confirmed that the attack was carried out by a dog or dogs.
Courier and telephone fraud
This is a fraud that is mainly targeting elderly and vulnerable people in our communities.
These scams are becoming increasingly prevalent in the Devon and Cornwall area. If you are
elderly or know someone who is elderly or vulnerable, please ensure you/they know how to
spot and avoid this type of fraud.
How the fraud works
The potential victim gets a phone call. The fraudster pretends to be a police officer (says
they are investigating a fraud on their bank account and have made an arrest) or they might
claim to be from the victim’s bank (they say they are investigating fraud relating to the account).
Action to take if you get a call
If you receive a phone call of this nature please end the
phone call immediately; wait five minutes to clear the line
or use another phone and report the offence to police on
101 as soon as possible.

NEVER give your PIN, security or bank details to
anyone over the phone.
Meg Galley-Taylor, 261804, meg@taylor.it
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Online Lost Property Reporting Service accredited by UK Police
As part of my role as Coordinator of the Thornbury Hamlets Neighbourhood Watch I
have been notified of this service. I have not had cause to use it, but it might be of
use to you or your family. Had it been available I would certainly have used it in the
past when my step-daughter regularly lost her mobile phone!
The Report My Loss system is connected to the NMPR (National Mobile Property
Register), which is the national police database of registered property ownership
and stolen property records. The system ensures that details of lost items are instantly available to Police forces nationally. This significantly increases the chances
of recovery of your property.
It uses a website which allows you to report lost property which is then placed on
the national UK Police system. Although there is normally a charge for these reports
it is free in the Devon and Cornwall force area.
How do you report a loss?






Go to the website at www.reportmyloss.com
Complete the online form and receive a lost property reference for use with an
insurance claim.
Get a printable PDF certificate with the detail of your report to keep.
Login at any time to Report My Loss and update your report information.

If the item is recovered, the appropriate authorities will contact you.
Why use the system?
Report My Loss saves you valuable time as you do not need to telephone or visit
your local Police station.
The information you provide in your loss report is viewable by Police forces nationally.
Report My Loss uses state-of-the-art systems to protect your information and is
an accredited Secured by Design Service.
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North Devon Cancer Care Car Service
– taking cancer patients to appointments in North Devon
This is a new trial door to door service for patients needing to travel to hospital for cancer
treatment or related appointments at local hospitals and who would otherwise be unable to
attend due to lack of public or private transport. The service is free to use. For information
or to book a seat please phone 01271 314332, Mon – Fri 9.30 to 4.

Update on the Gravestones Project
I am pleased to report that we have now finished transcribing the gravestone inscriptions in
both the Church and Chapel graveyards. You might be surprised to learn that there are a total
of 345 headstones in the churchyard and 96 in the chapel. These have now all been
transcribed and a copy put into the Church for visitors to read. That for the Chapel will be
completed shortly. We still have to produce an index so that it will be easy to look up an
individual and find out where they are buried. All of the graves have been photographed and
these will be edited over the coming months and made available.
There have been a number of poignant stories that we have discovered including one family
almost completely wiped out by diphtheria in the space of 6 weeks in 1897 and another family
of 6 children who, according to one headstone ‘died of one disease’ 4 of them in June 1846
and 2 in November and December 1857. We don’t yet know what they died of but will find
out.
Meg Galley-Taylor, Lindsey Hutchings and Thelma Priest.

Thornbury Parish Council News
At a recent meeting of T.P.C. Philip Hackett from Sheepwash P. C. outlined his proposal for
the neighbouring parishes to work together with a view to approaching Torridge with any
combined points they may wish to raise, and to look at areas where savings may be made.
It was agreed that T.P.C. would not be participating in the 'Community Road Warden' scheme.
Councillors would meet at the Village Hall at the end of Nov to undertake the yearly tidy up of
gutters and outside areas etc.
The Torridge Town and Parish fund would be used to buy a 'Water Boiler' for the community
as well as some permanent information boards for use around the outlying Hamlets,
T.P.C. agreed to donate a sum to the Holsworthy 'Ring and Ride service.
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A Day in the Life of Lynn Pett
I have worked for Barclays for 29 years starting straight from school at 16. There have been
so many changes over the years and the industry I now work in is unrecognisable compared
to the one I started in all those years ago!
My role is Premier Relationship Manager and is the most rewarding post I have held.
I manage a portfolio of around 350 clients who qualify for the service via their level of
income or savings held with us. My aim is to make their lives easier and make or save them
money. Being a Relationship Manager is really rewarding especially when I am able to help a
client in need. I am often able to make payments or transfers for clients over the phone
rather than them having to visit a branch.
I cover an area which stretches from Newquay to Holsworthy and Bude, so I know the A30
and A39 very well! I manage my own diary and am able to be flexible for when my clients
need me. I meet them in the branch of their choice, their home, or sometimes just speak
over the phone if that is more convenient. The fact that clients can email me is extremely
useful for them.
At our local branch level we do our best to help people as much as we can. I have recently
helped to run some buy-to-let seminars where we had some specialist accountants, letting
agents and solicitors talking about the pros and cons of buying a rental property.
One of the fastest growing areas for change is the digital side of banking. Barclays has
always been known as innovative and our Award Winning Mobile Banking service was only
launched about 2 years ago and now has over 3 million users. We have also been at the
forefront of the technology to enable payments to be made by using someone’s mobile
phone number. The Barclays system is known as Pingit and has been picked up by the
Payments Council and rolled out throughout the banking industry where it is called PAYM. It
is such an easy system to use and sends a text to the person receiving the money to tell
them funds have been paid into their account; that’s the sort of text which is good to receive! For example if someone needs to pay you and you both have Pingit the payment
could be made in seconds with cleared funds immediately available in your account!
Some people ask me if it is safe for them to give out their banking details and the answer is
yes – if I give you a cheque, you have those same details, since the sort code and account
number are printed on the bottom of the cheque. The cheque is being used less and less, as
these more convenient ways of paying people are emerging.
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If someone gives you a cheque, you will need to take it to the bank to pay in, possibly
causing a special journey, then wait for 5 days until the money is cleared and available for
you to spend.
To address this another aspect of the mobile service currently under trial is the ability to
scan a cheque and have it paid into your account as cleared funds within 2 days. This is only
available for Barclays-to-Barclays cheques at the moment, as there is an old law which states
that the paper cheque has to end up with the drawing bank – one of the main reasons that it
takes 5 days to clear a cheque. The law is about to be changed and will then allow this
process to be rolled out across the banking sector.
There has been a lot of speculation about the future of the local branch. It is certainly true
that the way people are banking is changing and fewer people regularly visit branches.
However, a high street presence is really important for Barclays and will continue to be so
with hundreds of branches across the country.
No-one knows for sure what the future holds, but I will still be here doing my best to provide
an excellent service for my clients!

FOOTNOTE: Since writing this piece, I
have left Barclays to pursue an exciting
opportunity with Folk2Folk in Launceston. They are a local company who put
people with funds in touch with people
looking for funds. Lynn Pett
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Faster Broadband for Thornbury?
Poor broadband speed is an ongoing issue for the parish, with many homes and businesses
suffering some of the slowest speeds in the country. However, there does seem to be some
light at the end of the tunnel. "Connecting Devon and Somerset" (CDS) is a public-private
partnership of 6 local authorities and BT. They aim to bring superfast broadband to 90% of
premises in the programme area. This means that most locations in Devon will have speeds
of over 24Mbps by the end of 2016. By then, they also aim to ensure that everyone has a
speed of at least 2Mbps. You can find out more at
www.connectingdevonandsomerset.co.uk
As of early November, the status in Thornbury is stated to be: "Your postcode and cabinet
are still to be evaluated by CDS. Your exchange is within the programme. However, decisions
on which cabinets get upgraded off the exchange will depend on the outcomes of pending
detailed surveying. Estimate date range for surveys of EX227DD: Oct 2014 – Mar 2015"
In parallel, DEFRA has recently launched an inquiry into rural broadband in response to the
Government's aim to provide universal access to standard broadband with a speed of at
least 2 Mbps and superfast broadband to 95% of UK premises by 2017. From January 2015
all applications for the new Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) schemes will have to be made
online and the Rural Payments Agency has committed to providing "a range of additional
support" for customers who can’t get online, don’t have access to a computer or don’t have
the necessary skills. This makes it even more important that we are upgraded!
Through CDS, I have signed up as a "Digital Champion", as part of the "Get up to Speed"
service and will soon receive some training. This service will offer information locally, run
events, workshops and other community support activities in areas currently or soon to be
fibre enabled. Support will include briefings to business networks, parish councils and multiagency groups, talks about new technologies, and taster sessions on getting to grips with
social media, saving money online etc.
In the meantime, and to support our demand for a better service, it would be very helpful to
know just how bad the broadband service is in the parish. To do this, I would ask interested
residents to check their broadband speed, using a simple tool - this can be found at
www.broadbandspeedchecker.co.uk
Continued overleaf…..
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There is no software to install, so this can be done safely from any PC. Please run the test
(when nobody else in the house is using the broadband) and send the results for your
download and upload speeds to me (paul@taylor.it), together with your postcode and
broadband supplier, so I can create a simple map of the parish. We can then use this to add
weight to the message back to the programme —”We need faster Broadband!!”.
I will report back on progress and any other information as soon as I have it.
Paul Taylor

Making garden compost at home
Home composting is a wonderful way to deal with biodegradable waste (garden waste, paper, food waste etc.) but we are all guilty of putting material into our waste bin that could
and should be composted.
Although Devon is doing well in
the amount of waste that is recycled and composted we still need
to reduce the amount that goes
to landfill as once organic waste
is buried it produces methane, a
major contributor to global
warming (It has 25 times the impact of CO2).

Using your green bin (if you are
lucky enough to have one and we don’t) is better than putting biodegradable material in the
general rubbish but the council still has to deal with this waste, which costs us money. If you
use a compost bin or heap, on average you will
divert 150 kg of waste from landfill each year. There is a Landfill Tax on everything that is
sent to landfill and so there is therefore a strong financial reason to compost at home.
On a personal level, homemade compost, when added to your soil, improves its fertility and
structure, something that is very important on our heavy clay. It makes a wonderful mulch to
discourage weeds, encourages earthworms and so keeps the birds well fed. It is also a good
alternative to using peat, which we are all trying to cut down on.
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Most home composters work at cool temperatures and need a good mix of brown material
such as dry leaves, paper, woody prunings, and green material such as vegetable peelings,
grass clippings and young weeds. If you include the right mix of materials and choose a good
site then you won’t have any problems with smells, flies or rodents and after a few months
you will be rewarded with free, wonderful compost.
However, now that winter’s nearly here there’s no longer a surplus of lush green vegetation,
but one of leaves, prunings and other ‘brown’ materials that alone won’t make good compost. Despite this, composting leaves, especially tree leaves is great. Most trees have long
roots extending deep into the subsoil where they draw in the nutrients and trace minerals.
Fifty to 80% of these nutrients end up in the leaves so you'll find tree leaves rich in trace
minerals. They are nature's nutrient recyclers. However, leaves can cause problems because
they tend to mat, especially when not shredded, which prevents air getting in and increases
the time to break down. To address these two problems you can shred your leaves with a
shredder or your lawnmower and if you first rake the leaves on to your lawn and then put
the grass box on and mow the lawn and leaves together you’ll get a well shredded and
mixed material.
However many composters don’t mix their leaves into their composts but rather keep them
separately, using a wire mesh bin to keep them tidy. You can make one by wrapping chicken
wire around four supporting stakes. Collect the leaves after rain so they’re nice and moist
and don’t let the leaves dry out. Ideally turn them occasionally to mix wet leaves with dry.
You can also pack leaves into black plastic bags or biodegradable leaf sacks. Tie the bags at
the top and pierce them to encourage air to circulate. Stack the bags somewhere out of the
way and forget about them for at least a year while the leaves break down into a rich,
crumbly leaf-mould. Some leaves take longer to decompose than others and don’t use
evergreen leaves because they take too long to break down. After a year to eighteen
months you’ll have a rich, crumbly mulch, to spread around your plants and borders, dig in
as a soil improver, or mix with your potting compost.
As well as leaves, older and tougher brown plant material is slower to rot but gives body to
the finished compost. It is best to chop or shred this material too and, if possible, mix it with
green material. If you have space and too much brown material available at this time of year
you can store it and then mix it in with the green material next summer when you have a
surplus.
Happy composting!
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Emergency Plan Contact Numbers:
Chris Ward
Tim Priest
Keith Hutchings
Glen Headland
Trevor Jollow
Tony Gifford
Central Co-ordinator:
Thelma Priest
Snow Warden:
Steve Bond

S.Wonford - centre
S.Wonford - outlying areas
Thornbury - outlying areas
Lashbrook & Lopthorne
Thornbury - centre
Brendon

261459
261673
261373
281959
261291
261374

261423 or 07779461497
261123 or 07970 731044

General Emergency Numbers:
Police, Fire & Ambulance
Police
Holsworthy Medical Centre
Devon Doctors (out of hours)
A&E – Stratton Hospital
A&E— Bideford/Barnstaple
South West Water
Gas Emergencies
Electricity Emergencies
Power cuts (Western Power)
N.H.S. Direct
Torridge District Council
D.C.C. Highways
Environment -S.W.Agency
Samaritans
Victim Support

Emergencies 999
Non-urgent 101
253692
08456 710270
01288 287700
01271 322577
0800 1691144
0800 111999
0800 4085500
0800 6783105
0845 4647
01237 428700
01392 383329
08708 506506
08457 909090
0845 3030900

Your local Police are:
SGT 14298 Pennie Channing
PC 14936 Andy Moakes
P.C.S.O. 30643 Mark James
Holsworthy Police 259461
Email: 101@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk
Thornbury Parish Councillors:
Chairman: Trevor Jollow Vice Chairman: Keith Hutchings
Tim Priest, Chris Ward, Stephen Sanders, Gaye Tabor & Liz Priest
Parish Clerk: Thelma Priest 261423

